





BY THE SAME AUTHQE. 

HAND-BOOK TO THE MADRAS llECORDS, bcinir 
a Report on the Public Records preserved in the 
Matlras Government Office from the earliest period 
to 1831, with an Introduction and notes, 8vo. price 
Rs. 2-8. 

This Report on the Public Rocortls of Madras has 
recei^pd 'ihe approbatioii of the Secretary of State 
for India, in a Dis{>atch dated London, 25th of May, 
1861. For the opinions of the local journals see the 
end of tlic volume. 





MAORI'S lit TBi OLOIAI TMi: 

BlBIKa A 

HISTORY OF THE PRESIDENCY 

FROM 

THE FIRST FOUNDATION OF FORT ST. GEORGE. 


COMPILED FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS, 


J. TALBOYS WHEELER, 

Author of the ** Qeogi-aphy of Herodotan/' Ac. &c. and Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logiu at (ho Madras Prceiduncy College. 


VOL. II. 

1702 - 1727 . 


MADRAS: 

PRINTED EOR J. HIGOINBOTHAy, MOPNT ROAD, 
BV OBAVES^AND CO., SCOTTISH FHESS. 

^sei. 




PREFACE. 


lu issuing a second volume of “ Madras in tlic 
Olden Tiiie” as it is depicted in the old records 
of the Madras Government, the Compiler has little 
‘to add to the Preface wliich was appended to the 
foriper volume. He has continued to adhere to 
his design of endeavouring to convey to the reader 
•alf th<! pleasure and information to be derived from 
a perusal of the original records, without the 
painful lahom' of wading through a mass of 
obsolete detail. The present, volume brings the 
annals down to the year 1727. The third volume 
will so far complete the undertaking, as to fill iqi 
the blank which has hitherto existed in the l^tory 
of the Engljsh Settlement, between the first found¬ 
ation of Fort St. George and the period when 
Mr. Ormo’s history may be said to begin. 

According to the plan here sketched out, the 
present series of annals of tlfo Madras Presidency 
will be brought to a close about the middle of the 
last century. But it may not be premature to mid 
that the compiler has no intentioif of bringing his 
labours to a conclustonsat so important » crisis in 
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I'KEFACE. 


tliaililstory of Britisli India. From 1040 to 1750 
tlic annals comprise little more than tlic story of n 
commercial settlement; and may be best gathered 
from selections from the early records, such as we 
are now ])lneing before our readers. But the half 
century immediately succeeding to that period is 
a period of conquest, of which only a small portion, 
of the history has been told by Mr. Orme, and to 
which modern lystorians generally have only d'Sne 
partial justice;. India as it was in the days ^f 
(dive and Hastings, Hyder and Tippoo, of Coote* 
and Wellington, of Cornwallis and Mornington, is 
almost a blank so far as a living narrative of the 
times ts concerned. The politician, the moralist, 
and the military annalist have done their best, but 
instill remains for the antiquarian to exhume from 
the records of the time, the story of that eventful 
periftff written by the bands of the actors themselves. 
Such a task however involves far more than an 
examination of the records of a single Presidency ; 
and the writer must therefore defer placing any 
definite plan before his readers, until the third and 
concluding volume ‘of “Madras in the Older* 
Time,” which is nearly all ready for the press, 
shall have been fairly brought to a close. 

Madkas, ) 

July im, 180 ) 1 . f 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY 


CHAPTER XVIir. 

GOVEENOnSHlP OP ME. THOMAS PITT, 

1701—3. 

In the previous volume we brouj!;ht down tlie 
annals of Madras to the siege of Fort St. George 
by the Nabob Dawood Khan. Before however 
proceeding with the annals chronologicaHy, we 
shall bring forward a few extracts for the years 
1701 and 1703, which refer to domestic incidents, 
and which could not liave appeared in their chi;p- 
nological order without interfering with the history 
of the siege. After the date of the raising wf, the 
blockade, the events will be arranged as iieforc in 
order of time. 

The first extract refers to the old struggle for 
the exercise of independent power by the Homan 
Catholic Bishop of St. Thom^. against the Go- 
.yemor of Fort St. George. 

“ Thursday, 8th May, 1701. The Secretary is 
ordered to deliver Padre Friar Michael Aiijou3,.tho 
following paper translated in Portuguese, and he 
to be present at the reading of the same in their 
Chui’ch on Sunday iiexi. 
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“Whereas we, the Governor r.nd Council of 
this place, have b^n credibly infoiined that on or 
about the 13 th March last, the liight Rev. Father 
Don Gaspar Alfonso, Bishop of St. Thomd, as be 
styles himself, did scnil a paper to the I’ndres of 
Madras belonging to the Church, for, the exer¬ 
cising the illoinan Catholic Religion, commanding 
and requiring them to publish the same ; the pur¬ 
port of which pafer being to require and oom- 
nmnd the delivering up of sundry papers to the 
I’rovisor and Vicar General of St Thome ; which 
papers wholly nilatc to a cause depending in our 
Court of Admiralty; and npon their non compli-^ 
anoe with the same, they were to undergo the 
greatest excommunication. 

“ In order to publish these our highest resent¬ 
ment' against the Right Rewerend Don Gaspar Al¬ 
fonso’s proceedings, and the Reverend Padre Friar 
Michael Anjous compliance with the same, we 
hereby declare that no Bishop whatsoever of the 
Roman Catholic religion hath any pow'cr or jiu-is- 
dictiOii over the Clergy or Laymen of that persua¬ 
sion, residing under this our goveniment. 

“ And to prevent the like irregularities for the 
future, we strictly command and enjoin you Padre 
Friar Michael Anjous, or whoever shall succeed 
you ns Chief Padre in tliis Church, not to publish, 
rend, or permit to be read any paper directed te 
you from any Bishop or ecclesiasticiil functionary 
whatever, without first acquainting the Governor of 
this place, and obtaining his leave for the same, 
as you will answer the contrary at your peril. And 
wc further require you to ful^sh this our onlcr in 
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your Church ill a full congregation on Sunday 
next. Given under our hands and the seal of* the 
flight Hottourahle Company. Dated at Fort St. 
(xeorge in the city of MadraS, this eighth day of 
May, 1701. 

^Signed by the President and Council.) 

Our next incident is quite a domestic one. 

“ Tuesday, 9th May. Whereas Jilnsigu William 
.Head on Sunday last coming drunk into Cliurch 
and cliallenging his fellow officers, it is therefore 
'resolved for such oflcnces, that one month’s pay be 
stopped by the Paymaster, and ht* be severely rc- 
psimanded by us.” 

’ The following little anecdote illustrates the com¬ 
mercial rivarly which prevailed between the Dutch 
at Pulieat and the English at Fort St. George. 

“ Saturday, 28th June. Serapa and thojoiut 
Stock Merchants informing us that the Dutch, who 
have now made great contracts all along this coast, 
are tampering with all our Weavers to seduce tlumi 
from our service. And whereas it‘has been the 
custom in such considerable contracts as hawc been 
lately made here, to deposit in the Weavers hands 
five Pagodas for each loom, to be delivered in cloth 
at the last payment; the Dutch now, to engross the 
Weavers and get them from our Merchants, have 
offerred to deposit in the Weavers hands ten Pago- 
jjas for each loom. So considering the iffi conse¬ 
quences if we should not enable our Mercuants to 
do the same, aud tlmt they will inevitably Jose 
their looms ; wc order that, forthwith fifteen 
thousand Pagodas be advanced W Serapa and the 
Joint Slock Merchants.’*’ 
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The next ineident illustrates tie Native idea 
of tlic hereditary nature of all public hppointments. 

“ Wednesday, 24th December. Angerapa Naik, 
our Watchman, dying the 29th Octol)er last, there 
has been great application by letters from several 
I’oligars to us in the behalf of Timapa Jiaik, who 
contended several years for the place with the 
deceased Watchman; but finding upon enquiry 
that it was not his right, besides having murdered' 
some inhabitants of this place, he was rejected. 
And whereas the late deceased Watchman has left 
a son an infant,* who upon enquiry of the most 
knowing inhabitants of this place say, that the hv 
fant has the right of succession: so ttot to prevent 
any more application to us, and fearing that Timapa 
Naik may procure the Nabob’s perwonna, which 
may occasion disputes between the Government 
and us ; we have thought fit to grant our Cowle 
to the infant, during whose minority his uncle 
Tegapa Naik is to officiate and to be Chief Watch¬ 
man of this place ; and accordingly it is agreed 
that ttie infant be tashcriffed with the usual cere¬ 
mony, and a Cowle drawn out.” 

The losses entailed upon the Company’s Go¬ 
vernment by the proceedings of the Arab Pirates 
hove been already alluded to, and ore sufficiently 
represented in the following extracts. Our readers 
will bea): in mind that it was at this same Juddr 
or Jedda, the Port of Mecca, that the massacre of 
Clinstians took place in 1858. 

‘‘ Saturday, 24th January, 1702. This place 
Madras having suffered much by ships unjustly seiz¬ 
ed by the Arabs of Musont sand the Bashaw at 
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Judda,wluc]i occasioned great clainotirs amongst 
the inhabitants of all sorts in this place, cliihfly 
through despair of any assistanee from the Govern¬ 
ment, for procuring satisfaction? for the same; the 
Governor and Council, to pacify them for the pre¬ 
sent, proj^sed the sending a I'etition to the king of 
England, and a Letter to the Company, setting 
forth their grievances and great losses thereby. 
.Wliich Petition and letter was read and agreed on 
as entered after this Consultation. 

“ To the king’s most Excellent Majesty in 
CoiAicil. 

‘ The humble Petition of your Majesty's most 
Mutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city 
of Madras on the Coast of Coromandel in the 
East Indies. 

“ Humbly sheweth. 

That we, yonr Majesty’s Petitioners residing in 
this place, having liberty of trade in these parts 
gal, and thence to Persia, where she arrived saf(^; 
but on her return, 14th April, She met three 
Arab ships off Muscat, and took her and •nwied 
her into that Port, and made prize botii of ship 
from the East India Company* Merchants of Lon¬ 
don trading to the East Indies, did in June 1695 
ctpiip out a slxip called the “ London,” burthen 
about 120 tons,. Bichard William Muster, to Ben- 

* Our readers imist bear in mind that the CSinpany's 
servants at this time liad permission to trade on their , 
own account between different ports in the JBast, so tong 
as they did not interfere in the trade with Eumiie. 
This permissive trade they generally carried on with 
the assistance of tha princiial Native Merchants of 
Madnas on the principle of a Joint Stock Com|)aiiy. 
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and cargo, valued at about f5000^terling. She 
had'toil Europe men on board of her, three of 
which made their escape, and the others miserably 
(wrished in prison, vtho were most part your Ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects. And on the 18th Jiuie 1700 did 
send hence a ship called the “ Friendship,” bur¬ 
then 100 tons, William Mcrrice Master, to Surat, 
who from thence went to Persia, and meeting with 
two Arab ships in the Gulf, was seized on by them. 
and carried to Muscat, where they sold the ship 
and cargo, amounting to about £8000 sterling, 
besides Armenia'u goods of great viduc; and 'im¬ 
prisoned after a most barbarous manner her shipls 
company, the master, mates, and several Officers' 
being your majesty’s subjects. 

“ We also in October J 699 sent a ship called 
the "'Diamond,” burthen about 100 tons, John 
Oockroft Master, to Dcngal, and there to lade for 
Judda in the lied Seas; who accordingly did, 
aed proceeded to the aforesaid Port; but los¬ 
ing her passage wintered at Acheen, so that 
she'dfd not arrive at Judda till March 17oJ. 
They weri promised by the Bashaw freedom of 
trade, and the protection of the Port; upon which 
they landed their goods and sold to the Bashaw 
and his officers good part thereof; but soon after 
they were possesserl of the goods, they seized the 
ship and the reraainfiig part of the cargo, whicl* 
they made sale of; so that with what they had 
before in their hands, amounting to at least 
.£30,000 sterling. They also seized the Supercar¬ 
go and Commander, and what other Europe men 
did not nttike their escape, "antt murdered some of 
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them by their bgrbarous imprisonment, and threaten 
to sell the persons of those living. All whieh was 
upon pretence, that this was the ship that took an 
Arab’s sliip off the high land* of St. John’s near 
Surat the year before. At whieh time this ship 
“ Diamo^jd” was at Moeha, and returned thenee 
into this road in September, whilst your Miyesty’s 
four Men of War were here j and being informed 
•that this place Juddn is in some mensurii under 
the Government of the Grand Seignonr, we have 
represented this great injustice by letter to your 
Migesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople and 
y»m‘ Consul at Grand Oau'o. 

“ These our misfortunes, we know not what 
cause to assign for them, unless it be as is re¬ 
ported through this country, that some of our 
nation have most industriously cudeavoured*to fix 
all piracies committed in these parts on the Old 
East India Company and their Factors, and on 
such as reside in their settlements ; inculcatilig 
likewise into the Natives, that let them sciiip V'hat 
they will of ours, that we have no pow^' to make 
ourselves restitution, nor will there be any trouble 
come to them thereon. 

“ We having here most humbly represented to 
your Majesty, the most notorious injustices we 
iiavo suffered from the As'nbs of Muscat and 
llashaw of Judda, all amounting to at least 
£43,000 sterling ; for the restitution of wliich 
we humbly implore that your sacred Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to extend your Itoyal protec¬ 
tion to us, in grantftig’us yoin letters of reprisal. 
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or jii sucli manner as in your great wisdom skill 
be tlioiigkt meet. 

“ And your Petitioners as in duty bound skdl 
ever piw, ete. 

The Letter to the Company covering the Peti¬ 
tion to the King, contains little more than a re¬ 
quest that the latter might be forwarded. The 
following extract from it is worthy of preservation 
as exhibiting the feeling of animosity which pre¬ 
vailed against the New Hast India Company. 

“ We have too miich reason to be jealous that 
that unhappy irfisfortune at .fudda may be jdstly 
attributed to the infamous and hellish contri¬ 
vances of some of our own countrymen (i. e. Neuf 
Kast India Company), who have stuck at nothing 
in endeavouring to fix the Piracies upon you and 
younPaclors abroad. And if that llashaw of Jud- 
da does what we are advised of, in selling the 
Commander and Supercargo, why may it not be a 
pffcccdcnt for the Aiabs of Muscat, and the Moors 
throughout India, to do the same, and then what 
will become of all your subordinate Factories. 
These are also many more dreadful consequences 
to be inferred from the late resistencies of these 
nations ; and if they be not speedily called to an 
account, and forced to restitution for what is 
passed, it will most certainly end in the utter ruin 
of your trade in these parts.” 

We now return to the domestic annals of the 
Presidency. Dining the actual blockade of Fort 
St. Oeorge, no other entries of any importance ap¬ 
pear in the consultation books excepting those con¬ 
nected with the siege. Ik May however, matters 
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rotumed to thdr old clmunel. The following ex¬ 
tracts explain themselves. 

“ Thursday, 21st May, 1702. We finding that 
gardens within a mile of the works of Black town to 
be very inconvenient, they giving great advantage 
to an enemy for Lodgements, and erecting Batte¬ 
ries against us ; for which reason it is ordered that 
Messrs. Empson and Marshall do take a view of 
,what Gardens have been plantqd these five years, 
and report to the Governor and Council the dis¬ 
tance they are from the works, and whether any 
waj« incommodious. 

“ It is ordereil that the Bayumster provide scar- 
■let coats and beaver huts for the Portuguese Offi¬ 
cers, as a gratuity for tlicir remluiess to serve the 
Garrison, and tlic same for the English OlUcers, 


viz. Lieutenants and Ensigns.” 

The departure of Dawood Khan was eelcBratcd 
with four days successive feasting as appears from 
the next entry. 

“ Eriday, 22nd May. On the Vdth instant ttlc 
Portuguese Militia, on the 20th one Compjnj of 
Soldiers, the next day the other Cornpan;^ and tliis 
day the Gunroom crew, were handsomely treated 
with duiners under a largo tent spread in the Inner 
Port; and the Commission Officers of the respec¬ 
tive Companies those evenings supped with the 


lamed with a supper at the tmmpany s viarden ; 
tliey having also been under arms in our" late 
troubles.” 


The following (^omplaint brought by a crew 
2 
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against tlieir Commander and Chief JMate is worthy 
of pc-eservation. 

“ Wednesday, 8th July. The Governor yester¬ 
day receiving a sort of a Ijctter, with a Paper sign¬ 
ed by twenty-nine of the riuenix Ship’s Company, 
commonly called a Hound Hobin ; the purport of 
the Letter consisluig chiefly of complaints against 
Captain Carswell and his Chief Mate; Mr. Abbis. 
The Governor immpdiately sent for the Captain 
and Purser of said .ship, who seemed to be sur¬ 
prised at it, saying that they knew nothing of the 
matter. Cpou .which the Governor sent off'an 
onlcr to the Chief Mate, about which tl»e Captaip, 
Chief Mate, and five of the men appeared before* 
us this day; two of the five being the &)atswain and 
Gunner of the Ship, who complained cliiefly of the 
disability of the Chief Mate, that he knew not how 
to discharge his duty in that employ, as also of his 
abusing the men. Tlieir complaints chiefly against 
their Commander for pinching them in their pro¬ 
visions ; he confessing before us that their allow¬ 
ance tluree times a week is but a quart of rice and 
gram togctlier for five men a day, but promises 
that for tfie future it shall lie rectified. So upon 
the whole examination of this business, we find 
that the Gunner has been the ringleader, who 
seems to us to be an impudent, saucy, insinuating 
follow, and believe bas been the sole occasion of 
stirring up the men to" complain in this malicious* 
manner. The Hound Hobin as jvell as the Letter,as he 
himshlf coiitesses, was wrote with his lumd; lb that 
to prevent the ill consequence that may attend 
such clamours, it is resolycd_ that the Gunner 
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and Boatswain,are dischai^d the ship, as also 
llaniel Bulfinch and Peter Middleston; the •two 
latter, as the Captain tells us, have been very active 
in this villany; and for the present that the four 
aforesaid persons be committed to the main guai'd, 
till wc consider of inflicting such punishment as 
they deserve.” 

On the 8th March, 1703 died William III, and 
in September the same year the news itached Fort 
St. George, as will be seen from the following 
entry. 

“ Thurs(la_y, 17th September. • In pursuance to 
a« order of Consultation, the Flag was early this 
'morning hoisted, and at eight o’clock was lower¬ 
ed, when there was two volleys small shot and one 
hundred cannon discharged by the half minute 
glass, for the death of our late gracious Kin^ Wil¬ 
liam the Third of blessed memory. Then the Flag 
was again hoisted up, when the Mayor, and all the 
Aldermen in their gowns on horseback, with twelve 
Halbei-teers and a Company of Grenadiers inardli- 
ing before them. Proclaimed our gracious .Qjieen 
Anne at the Rjrt Gate, Town Hall, SeajGrate, and 
Choultry Gate, with many huzzas and great de¬ 
monstration of joy, with three volleys small shot 
and one hundred and one pieces of cannon.dis- 
charged. And in the evening the Governor, at- 
^nded by all the Gentlemen,of the Council, with 
the Mayor and Aldermen and several other gentle¬ 
men m palanquins and horseback, to the Com¬ 
pany’s Bowling Garden, where there was a hand¬ 
some treat provided; all Europeans of fashion in 
the city being inyit^ to the same, where they 
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(Imnic (he Queen’s health, anil pj'psperity to old 
BnP;lan(l, with many otlicrs. 

The following veiy disinterested act on the part 
of a Native Chief deserves especiiU notice. 

“ Satuplay, 26th. Abdul Labby Khan, Go¬ 
vernor of Porto Novo and the country about it, 
came last night to St. Thoml;, having been lately 
at the Camp at Vellore ; unto whom the Governor 
sent this morning the MooUah with a compliment, 
and two Iwttles of rosewater, which he kindly re¬ 
ceived, and intimated to him that he was desirous 
of seeing Madras, wliich the Moollah was ordered 
to evade if possible, but not to give a flat denjgl. 
And wdiereas we have always found the Govemoj 
of I’orto Novo a friend to our Company’s interest, 
and to preserve liis friendship, it is agreed that we 
make him a present of Gold Chains to the value of 
about 450 Pagodas. 

“ Sunday, 27th. The Moollah and Brahmin 
djd this day attend the Nabob Abdul Labby * at 

Thomd, with the present of Gold Chains, which 
they privately offered ; but he refused to accept 
them, tcijbng them he was a true nfriend to the 
English, so would take no present, but would al¬ 
ways continue the kindness lie had for us, and 
make it his study to do us all the good services 
that lay in his power.” 

Our next extracts ^explains itself. 

“ Tuesday, 20th October. During the timh 
Dawood Khan lay before this place, to were 
continually straightened for provisions, #which 
time the weathcrdicing very hot we coidd not salt 
up any ; ,so were forced lo^kcyp a greait number of 
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Hogs, the mea4 for wliieh was very chargeable, 
besides the great uiconvenience of keeping sudli a 
.number. Soto prevent any future danger that 
may happen from the Gamson’wanting Provisions, 
it is agreed that betw'een this ami Janmuy next, 
that the Steward be ordered to kill three hundred 
Hogs, to be salted up as the Governor from time 
to time shall direct. And if it shoidd so happen 
.there l)e no occasion for them, tliat then tliey he 
disposed of to the stripping as opporttmity offers.” 

“ Wednesday, tth November, 'fhe President is 
advfted from Masulipalam that thh Mogul pitch¬ 
ing his Camp near some great mountains, from 
which of a sudden came so great fall of waters, 
tliat it swept away about 15(1,000 people, with 
elephants, horses, camels, and baggages ho himself 
narrowly escaping.” (This, event is notiesd by 
Klphinstone, who however reduces the number of 
people who pertshed to 12,000.) 

The following incident fiirnislies, an extraordi¬ 
nary illustration of the administration of the law. 

“ Friday, 6th. The S!)th nit. it wtj^ ordered 
that the three black fellows apprehended, and found 
preparing to coin Pagodas, should be brought on 
their trial to-morrow ; but finding the evidence 
against them is so insufficient that they will most 
certainly be acquitted, amh they offering six 
tluiidred Pagodas to be acquitted without a trial, 
it is thought much better to accept the same; ^ot 
only iS regard to the six hundretl Pagodas, but 
likewise their being acquitted oniheir trial would 
encourage Others tp ^fompt the saitie^ and ac- 
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cordingly it is agreed to receive tlw said six hun¬ 
dred Pagodas, and banish them the place. 

The news of the war of the Spanish succession- 
had now reached the Presidency, and preparations 
were made to improve the defences. The following 
entry will illustrate the state of affairs. 

“ Saturday, 16th January, 1703. Here being 
a report that there is coming a strong scpiadron of 
French and Portuguese men of war for India, 
against which we are informed the Dutch are mak¬ 
ing great preparations, and putting their garrisons 
in a posture of defenee; and we fearing our uStion 
is engaged in the war in Europe, and well knowing 
that the Dutch will give us no manner of assistance, 
so think it necessary to keep our Gamson m the 
best posture of defence we are capable of.” 

Ttiis year another jeries of attempts was com¬ 
menced for obtaining possession of the Company’s 
out towns of Egraore, Persewaukum, and Tripli- 
qane. The first, it will be seen, was checked by a 
very decided action on the part of Governor Pitt. 

V Briday, 12th March. The Governor having 
news brought him last night, that there had been 
six or eight Peons, who had tied leaves in the 
Company’s towns, which is the custom of the 
country when they take possession of any place ; 
Peons were sent out immediately to seize them, 
but could not find them ; but this morning 
three of them came to the Governor at Egmore, 
and. produced a paimr wiiich is an order from 
the Foujdar of Poonamallce, grounded upon 
an order he had received from ^ the King’s . 
Dewan Jfahomed Scid. ffha Governor ordered 
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them to be carried prisoners to the Fort, where 
they were put in irons, and intended to be punisli- 
cd for executing an order within our jurisdiction, 
ivithout first acquainting the Gflvemor therewith.” 
Four days aftenrards the three Peons were re¬ 
leased, “ in consideration that they were but ser¬ 
vants, and*obeyed only their Master’s order ; b\it 
were severely checked for the same, the Governor 
tclUng them that if they or any others presumed 
to do the Tike again, they should most certainly 
lose their heads.” 

Tl(e following entry of the same* date ex plains 
itsqlf. 

• “ Mr. Bichard Pearson writer, who came out in 
the Phoenix, and immediately sent to Masulij)atam, 
where he behavcrl himself very insolently to his 
suiieriors, for which they sent him hither in Janu¬ 
ary last, where soon after he behaved himself very 
impudently to the Governor, who confined and 
punished liim for it ; and afterwards upon his subj 
mission, and acknowledging his faul» with promis¬ 
es of amendment he was set at liberty ; wheiviu 
few days after, he quarrelled at the Gqpipany’s 
General table, where he gave oi)probiou8 language 
to several, and blows to boot. So finding him an 
incoirigible and debauched fellow, and that keep¬ 
ing him here may tend to the I’uin of several of tiic 
ypung men in the Company’s service ;—it is 
agreed that he bo confined to the inward Fort, and 
sent for England by the first opportunity ; qnd 
that he bo permitted to come no more to the Com¬ 
pany’s Table, but that the Steward shall send him 
such Provisions as tlie governor directs.” 



Ifi 


HISTOSY OF MADKAS. 


[1701-3. 


We liave already seen, on lhe.43ecn8ion of the 
visit of the Nabob Dawood Khan to Fort St. 
Ueorgo, that the (lencral Table could be magnifi¬ 
cently served. Thil following extracts will prove 
that even in the matter of silver plate, the show 
was by no means despicable for those days. 

“Thursday, 8th April, 1703. The Company 
having no plate for their General Table, or any, 
other use, but what is very old and battered, and 
but very little of it too, which is now agreed to be 
melted down, and the I’resident who brouglri. out 
a set of plate with him, and has used it ever si®cc 
at his own charge ; it is agreed that the same noit 
be taken on the Company’s account; allowing for 
the same, as the Company’s silver was lately sold, 
sixteen Dollars weight for ten Pagodas Eng¬ 
lish standard ; and for the fashioning thereof ns it 
cost in England ; and that the same bo weighed 
off to the Steward, and an account of it brought 
into Consultation, that so it may be brought into 
thq liooks. From the particulai's of an account 
which is.given at full length in the Consultations, 
we learn that Governor Pitt’s silver plate weighed 
2240 oz. 17 dwts.; that the metal was valued at 
J6700 sterling, and that the fashioning cost ^fiS. 
The old plate which was melted down was valued 
at less thmi £100. Mr. Pitt’s new plate included ^6 
silver plates, 6 salts small, 1 salt large, 3 castors 
and mustard spoon, 3 porringers, 16 spoons, 6 
forks and 6 knives, 1 ladle large, 12 dishes, 1 
teapot, 1 sauce pan, 2 salvers large, 2 salvers small, 
1 Monfeith, 4 large candlesticks, and 7 covers. 
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The I'roat event whieli distingiiialieil the period 
in our imuuuls now under revierv, is one which <‘an 
lie sflltcd in a lew words, viu. tlu; ttuion of llio old 
and new Coinpaniiw into one. Willi this event the 
Jjiiarrels of the two Companies natiiralJy terminat¬ 
ed, and attention was once more directed to the 
proseculion of trade, the progress of domestic, 
alfairs, and occasional comiuunieatious witli the 
Naliob. 

The first incident (o be noticed furnishes an¬ 
other ilhistr.atioii of the old diflie.nlty of eolleetiinj 
jiew taxes from the natives. It will lie reineinbered 
that on the advance of Dawood Khan a brieh wall 
and other works had been erected for tl* defence 
of Black-town, and arrangements were made to 
meet the cxjiense by collecting a special tax from 
the inhabitants. Jt will be seen from the follow'- 
ing extracts, that many abuses had occurred in the 
collection, which were charged upon tierapa Naik, 
the Chief merchant who had been appointed to 
superintend it. 

“ Friday, 9lh April, 17 Ob. The Chiefs of the 
Castes having met daily for son#', weeks past at 
the Fagoda to cousiHcr* of ways and ittcaus foi 

:i 
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raisiug the money for building ^the Black-town 
wail and works ; and having acquainted the Go¬ 
vernor a few days past that they had perfected the 
same ; we summoned ail the Castes this day before 
us, and called over the Boll of how much every 
Caste was assessed. With which they all seemed to 
be satisfied, and declared they had givtn their as¬ 
sent thereunto. Upon which we ordered it fortl^- 
with to be collected in such a method as they 
themselves desired ; which was to be by their own 
Conicopolies, and two Peons to each Caste. 

“ Wednesday, 28th. There having been a'Sean- 
dalous paper dropped in the town, relating to 
the assessing of the Town wall money, written in 
a counterfeit hand in English ; which we judge to 
be by some European who has had some insight 
in the Company’s aft'airs ; the ibift of which can 
be for no other than to raise mutinies and insur¬ 
rections to prevent the collecting the money for 
iniilding the Black-Town wall and works ; and 
there being some particuliu- charges against Serapa 
tha.Chief Merchant;—we summoned all the heads 
of the Cgstes before us this morning, and examined 
them to every particular, when they positively 
denied they knew anything of it. Which paper 
is entered after this consultation. 

“ To the Council of Fort St. George, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Finding jjersonal application to some of you, 
to mediate matters with the Governor about a due 
regulation in assessing for the Town wall, has been 
fruitless ; we have in concert with many others, 
taken this method to lay before you the sentiments 
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of the inhabiiante ; lioping your justice in com¬ 
passion to us, 7^al to the llon’blc Company, and 
regard to the ivelfarc of this place, will induce you 
to consider the following. 

“ That the building of the Town wall was by 
the Hon’bje Company’s order, some of us have 
been made sensible of, and we believe it; also 
that they expect the charges for the same should be 
borne by the several Castes, which we think a very 
great hardship; considering tlie benefit of Customs 
the Honorable Company reaps by our Sea and 
Land*Tra(Ie ; also the Farms of Jletel, Tobacco, 
ami Arrack (which fall sensibly heavy), Jiot to 
mention tlie Ground rent of our houses, I’eddu 
Haik’s Duty, etc. 

“ Although these, as aforesaid, arc hardships, 
yet by length of time, being become Sallabad (as 
we esteem them) there is no great demur made 
now, and are not recited here as grievances ; so 
much as an introduction to inform you, that w« 
are wholly dissatisfied in Serapa Nafk’s being in¬ 
trusted with the collection of the town»rwdl 
money, lately ordered by the Governor a«d your¬ 
selves to be received of us ; for his audacious 
injunctions publicly made to the Couicopolies and 
Peons (who go about to gather the money) to 
beat and pull us by the necks with cords to the 
Cboultry, upon refusal of payment; which has been 
committed on some who were not in a capacity to 
launch out so much as demanded. 

“ Such outrages and insults are seldom inflicted 
under tlie Moors, therefore we art amazed at Se- 
rapa’s presumption in^iwing such orders under the 
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English flovemwiniit; but thny h^yc been redress¬ 
ed l^iipon 11 complaint made to the Honorable (io- 
vernor) by punishing two Vcons ; though wc are 
since served nhnostms ignoniinioiisly ; biung con¬ 
strained by those sordid Oollectoi's to stand before 
our doors a while in the sun, till wrought into a 
rompliance ; and if such snffeiTiigs are^used by 
imr backwardness to pay, please be referred to our 
reasons that makes us so. 

“ Mrst, Serapa Naik, at a General Meeting up¬ 
on his summons, told us the Honorable Company 
having been at a great charge for raising it wall 
round the Black Town for onr security, must bo 
reimbursed, and three thousand Pagodas mort; 
added to repay the said Scrapa’s charges of pre¬ 
sents, etc. during Bawood Khan’s stay here lost. 

“ Second. Having well considered the Honorable 
Company’s indulgent care to protect us, we shall 
most wiUingly acquiesce to refund their cost of 
the Town wall, but then humbly request may he 
Ranted, viz. •• 

“ ist. Tlmt only the first costs thereof he as¬ 
sessed. 

“ 2ntL That an Englishman be appointed re¬ 
ceiver or Collector. 

“ 3rd. That no pretence of presents, etc. made 
by Serapa Naik, be interwoven with the Town wall 
money. ^ 

“ itli. That every caste, knowing what each are 
to pay, have liberty of themselves to bring the 
same, which they promise to do within any time 
limited. 

“Thiyd. These four ^requests being granted 
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will give a genctal satisfaction, anJ save the hire 
of so many Conicopolies and I’eous employed as 
now appointed in this affiiir. 

“ Fourtl\. And what furtiter induces ns to in¬ 
sist on the four requests as aforesaid, are, because 
wc are under some jealousy, that besides the Town 
wall money, and the 3,000 J’agodas for Serapa 
Naik, more may still be taken, and appropriated 
to the present manager’s use.' 

“ Ourselves, and fathers before ns, have long ex- 
perieneed the (piiet and moderate English (iovern- 
inenf, and hope our children’s children alltu’ iis 
rn#y enjoy the like. But when some by their 
tdiaraeters assume to it abuses ; under a presump¬ 
tion that their being favonrities will protect them 
against all clamours (which we. lind too true) ; we 
have only this expedient left, viz. To repi^scut 
our calamities. Ami having so done uoiv, we hope 
a short time will show us the eifects of your ivis- 
dom, by interposing in matters so destructive ^o 
th(! public good ; otherwise we pihpose to apply 
ourselves to the Honorable Company, by *nding 
them a copy hereof, with another muinorial of 
farther (soniplaints of this nature. Bated Madras, 
April, 1703. In behalf of the Native inhabitants 
of Madras.” 

Notwitlistanding the denial on the part of the 
jfatives, of any knowledge o* partioijjatiou in the 
paper, it is certain that subsequently the amount 
was only partially collected, and that with, the 
utmost diflieulty, as may be gatherid from many 
allusions, which need not be reprftdnced here. 

The following quaint but graphic narrative of 
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an (engagement with Pirates is entered in the con¬ 
sultations, dated 31st May, 1703, and is well 
worthy of preservatjpn as illustrative of the limes. 

" A Eelation of the taking of the Ship “ Pem¬ 
broke Frigate,” by the Pirates at Mayotta, March 
10th, 1703 , by Mr. Edward Fenwick, the Super¬ 
cargo. 

“ On the 9th of March last we made the Island 
of Mayotta, and as we were standing in with the 
land about three leagues distance, wc discovered 
two ships under sail close under the land. They 
hail sent their boats off before we could see them to 
make out where wo were; they were full of men, aiiij 
kept rowing about half a mUe to windward of us. 
After we showed our colours and fired a gun to 
windward, they each of them put out a flag, which 
wc at first thought to bo the King’s flag, not 
plainly distinguisliing it; but they would not 
come near us to acquaint ns which was the road 
o. the way in ; which we were obliged to endea¬ 
vour the finding ourselves, being in extremity ; 
and with this consideration concerning the ships, 
that if they should prove Pirates our loading would 
be of no use to them, so cdnseipiently wc might 
expect good treatment from them, ns has formerly 
been shown to others. We steered west and west 
by south till we came into five fathom water about 
a league from the shoio, and there' anchored ; whioh 
we had no sooner done, and veered away a little 
cable, but the most frightful and greatest of dan¬ 
gers presented themselves to us, both of the sliip 
and our lives ; breakers on all sides within half a 
ship’s length, which, becav&c ft was dark and just 
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liigli water, we did not perceive till wo were so 
near them. Whilst we were in this consteriiatiou 
and hurry what to do, the two boats hailed us, 
lying at a Grappling right ahead within eall; but 
would by no means eomc to our assistance, except 
we first sent our boat to them. Then we im¬ 
mediately lent our Yawl with four handsy two of 
which they took into their boat, and put two of 
their own people into our boat. When they came 
on board they thought we had been fast ashore, 
and said they were sorry to find us in so tiad a 
nondition ; the loss of our ship being unavoidable 
as ^1 hey thought; we lying on a leef of rocks 
which run out two leagues on each side of us, and 
would be dry in half aii hoar’s time, and all round 
us nothing but breakers. They advised us to let 
the ship lie till morning dry, and they would all 
come off then, and see what possibly migfit be 
done to save her; so little hopes had we from Ihciii 
of getting off again ; and indeed we soon perceived 
they told ns nothing but the triitli; for by Ihfe 
time the tide had ebbed very much, and at^ei^ry 
hollow of the sea the ship began to strike. There¬ 
fore Captain Weoley considering that delaying 
longer was but running ourselves into greater 
dangers, and that there was no other remedy but 
to cut and stand the same way out as wc eame 
in ; so desired the two men to go and send our 
people on board which were In their boats, wliieli 
they presently did. 'ITieii all hands turned to, 
and immediately hoved a peck and cut away, 
having a spring upon the cable to cast her. Jly 
these endeavours it.pljased God. cvcry|liiug an- 



a-t HISTORY OF MADRAS. II70S-4. 

Hwcrod our expectations ; and Ijclbre wc could 
cast the lead six times were past all danger, re¬ 
ceiving no other damage than the loss of our 
best bowei’j and' about ten fathom of cable. 
Now after our strip was out of danger, wc began 
to c&nsider the answers made by the two men that 
came Aii bijafd, to a few (juestions we asked 
them. TJiey said their great ship was a Per- 
missioR, ship bound for Muscat, laden with 
guns, anchors, cables, etc.; Captain Hillyard 
Commander. The little ship they said belonged 
to the Scotch Conipaiiys one Captain Drumfinoud 
(!!oramander, and was bound for Madagascar,, to 
trade for slaves, with small arms, powder, etdi 
That they had lain there nearly three months be¬ 
fore to rejrair and dean their sliips; and that just 
as tj'ey made us coming in, they were standing out 
to proceed on’their voyage. 'VVe ac([naintcd them 
the gi'ent necessity we were in for provisions and 
water, and that several of mu' men were down ; to 
which they answered, they did not doubt but their 
Ca'jtain could assist us with cvciything, and send 
their boat betimes to us in the morning. We did 
not give much credit to what they said, yet there 
was no way to get clear of them but by fiiir words 
and entreaties ; so kept standing off and on all 
night; and at 12 o’clock next day, being the lOtli, 
we came to an anchor about a mile from the shoijy, 
l)eing low water, at which time wo see their two 
hosts lying dry upon the sand. About an hour 
after, when the water lloatcd them, they rowed to¬ 
wards us; and being come with pistol shot under 
our stcrUi they hailed us, asking if they might bo 
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su^rod to come on board, that they were friends 
and bad brougltt us fredi provisions. Captaui 
Weoley answered, one of them might come, yet they 
both came rowing on j and wlien they were imder 
our quarters, one on each side, tbey^ ml started up 
with their arms guarded, swearing if any of us fired 
a piece they would give us no quarter, and if we did 
not lire they would do us no luirm, nor take any 
tiling from us. Captain Weoley ordered every 
one to fire, which we all did, and they at us; 
Captain Weoley jumping down the after sknttie at 
the same time, and biddiug every o»e to tlieir close 
qimrters, some into the cabin and some liefween 
decks. But we not able to keep either of them 
long, they firing six shot to our one; and then 
perceiving it was impossible for us to do more, 
they having two ships very near us, we called for 
quarter; which they gave us, disarming us,* and 
turning us into the head. Then they hcgaii to 
lummage and rifle the ship everywhere, luitU tlujir 
heat was over. In this scuffle we»had two mi^i 
killed, Mr. Gold our Chief Mate, and Cogielius 
Browne a Foremost man. Of their men they ?iad 
two wounded ; one of them mortally, the other 
shot through both his arms. The rest of the day 
they spent searching about the ship, and swearing 
to revenge theunselvcs on Captain Wcolw, for first 
bidding them come on boar% and then firing upon 
tSem os they came along dur side; likewise to 
bum the ship. The next day they carried Cap¬ 
tain Weoley on board one of their .sliips, and 
kept him prisoner there; nbou^ forty of them 
staying on board us till Friday the 12tli, when 
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they put it to the vote whether to burn her 
or to give her to us again. If this Imd been done 
the next day after they took her, she had certain¬ 
ly been burnt; but* putting it otf thi'ee or four 
days gave us time to make many friends to give 
their votes in our favour, that we carried it by 
seventeen votes more to save her than to burn 
her. After taking several thrags ont of her, they 
delivered the ship to us again that night about 
seven o’clockthey making the best of their way 
to Madagasciir and we for Johanna, giving us six 
old small arms in lieu of what they took ent of 
ns. But they would by no means clear Captgin 
Weoley ; forcing him to go along with them te 
serve as a pilot for the Straits of Malacca, swear¬ 
ing to shoot him if he refused it. They likewise 
detained by force Francisco de Cruz our Car¬ 
penter ; yet one of our men, Martin Hogendirk a 
Dutchman, entered himself and- went voluntarily 
Viith them. 

“ Tliese two Pirates are very strong, full of 
men, and one sails excellently well. The biggest 
carries i[> Guns and near 200 men; she is called 
the “ Prosperous,” and was (as they told us first) 
a Permission ship upon a trading voyage, but 
surprised and taken about six months before at 
Madagascar. The then Commander Hillyard died 
soon after of the lyounds he received then, but 
the new Pirate Captain of her is called Howard'. 
The little ship is called the “ Speedy lletuni,” 
and was formerly commanded by one Oaptain 
Drummond, but-now by one Bowen. She carries 
IS Guns,and 70 men, and,,is,pboutl00 tons. She 
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with another a\|out the same burden were sent out 
by the Scotch Company.” 

In consequence of this extraordinary relation, 
those ships in the Madras itoa'cls wliich were bound 
for the Straits of Malacca did not proceed on their 
destination ; “ wliich tends,” says the consulta¬ 
tion book, “ to the great detriment of the I’drt and 
lessening of the customs ; besides it is to be feared 
tliat if these Pirates take any of the country ships, 
it will bring us into new troubles with the (lovcrn- 
nient, out of which we have but a few months past 
extilbated ourselves.” It may be* mentioned that 
Captain Wcoley made his escape from the Pirates 
’a few months afterwards. 

Our next extract is W'orthy of record as illustrat¬ 
ing the mode in which the political department 
of the Company’s administration was carrie'd on 
in these primitive times. 

" Thursday, 12th August, 1703. It being the 
general report of the country thaS there will be 
sadden alterations in the Government bydhe re¬ 
moval of the Nabob, or Dewau, or bo^i, and we 
having but two spy Brahmins in the Camp, and 

here being - - who tenders his service, being 

son to Vinkettee Puttee, who procured the firmaun 
from the king of Golconda for this place, and he 

r ming to be an inteUigible person ;—it is agreed 
be entertained, if he will serve for five or six 
Pagodas per mensem, to reside as a private per¬ 
son in the Camp, to give us intelligence of all af¬ 
fairs of importance, but not to be there as a 
Vakeel.” 
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The Jbllowing entry illustraU^ the siriiigciit 
nature of the laws against duelling. 

“ Monday, 23rd \ugust, 1708. The Oovemor 
having confined Captain Seaton and Mr. Strat¬ 
ford for going out yesterday to the Company’s old 
garden to light a duel, he ordered them to be 
brought up this day befon! him in Council to 
examine into the occasion of it; when it was 
found that Captain Seaton gave the challenge 
without any manner of provocation, so that it was 
resolved their .confinement should bo continued 
till we had considered what punishment we sWilil 
alllict on them to deter others from doing the likfc.’,’ 
The confinement lasted ten days, at the expiration 
of which Chiptaiu Seaton was fined 200 I’agodas 
and Mr. Stratford 501’ngodas. Captain Seaton, 
hotyever, as we have seen on fonuer occasions, had 
ji hap])y knack of getting out of a scrape as easily 
as he got into it. Three weeks aftenrards we find 
tiic following f'ignificant entry :—“ Captain Seaton 
delivering in a petition setting forth his eontiilion 
forhis oil'eiiee, for which he was fined 200 Pago¬ 
das, and' prays that we would remit tlic same ; 
which, in consideration of his great charge of 
children, and his promises of not doing the like, 
is granted him, and ordered that the Secretary do 
return him the same.” 

Tn November this year rumours of corning 
trordrles appear to have reached the Presidency. 
'I’lrc Steward of the Fort was ordered to buy up 800 
hogs, and feed them uj), “ so that they may be fit 
to kill and salt up during the cool weather tor the 
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survice of tlic GAiriMH.” Wo also find the follow¬ 
ing entry. 

“ Tuesday, 2nd November, 1703. The Gover¬ 
nor received advices this da*y from the Nabob’s 
Camp, that there was orders given out to the 
honjdar fif Tripassoro to raise forces to eoiiie and 
seize our towns; which we are resolved to defend ; 
and in order thereto, it is agreed that the I’ay- 
nmster forthwith run up a brick wall round the 
Clhoultiy at Egmore, in such manner as the Gover¬ 
nor shall direct, to lodge such forces us W'e shall 
send*on all occasions to defend the^)lace ; and when 
tl«; widl is done, to pull down the present Choul¬ 
try, which is thatched and ready to luud)le, and to 
build a commodious one for that purpose.” 

Eleven days afterwards the news was eonfirnicd 
by the receipt of tho following letter from tla^ 
I’oujdar. 

“ Translate of a letter from Tahir Khan, h'ouj- 
dar of Tripassorc, received Novemlnw 13th, 17(J3. 

“ 1 wish your Honour idl health. ylbouA Uirce 
months past I received a letter frpm Khan 
Ilahadur to take possession of "those villages 
you have, which are under the Foonamallce 
country. I was loth to ac(piaint you with this 
unwelcome news by reason of our friendship ; 
^ut fresh orders are arrival to the Hewan and 
myself; and your Honour is sensible that the 
servant must obey his Master’s orders ; so t^iat 1 
esm defer it now no longer. The occasion of my 
sending you thb is to let you mndfu'stand that if 
you will send one* of, youi' Vakeels fp me, my 
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friendship shall not be wanting Jto accommodate 
the matter.” 

Mr. Pitt’s reply was cautious, but sufficiently 
firm. 

“ To Tahir Khan Toujdar of Tripatore, Novem¬ 
ber 15th. 1703. 

“ I received your letter and observd the con¬ 
tents, and can only return this answer. The 
towns you mention were given us by Assid Khan, 
the Grand Vizier, whose purwanna we have, in 
consideiation of the good services *we had done 
your king ; which was much to the satisfoction of 
Khan Bahadur who altcrwards gave order for fhe 
delivering them to us. When we thouglit it hat 
been in this country, ns in all other parts of the 
world, that whatever the Grand Vizier granted, 
tlie ^ing always made it good ; or what reliance 
can there be on the favour of such great men’s 
purwannas. I esteemed you always as you write 
yourself our friend, and am soriy you are com¬ 
manded to exteute such unjust orders ; which will 
ocoasion no less than a dilfereuee between the two 
nations-^Who is the aggressor let the Great God 
judge. Our* Vakeel is sick ; if you send one 
hither, 1 will immediately give my answer to what 
he shall propose.” 

The following incident of the war with France 
respecting the Spanish succession, is interestii^ig 
from the fact that the Mr. Dolben here nientioneil, 
wap our old friend the Judge Advocate in the 
Court of Admiralty, who had been dismissed from 
his Office, and et.)gaged in a profitable trade. Not¬ 
withstanding the report of dhe.Pirates in the Straits 
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of Malacca, he<liad boldly set out there in the 
Canterbury, in the pursuit of commerce under difli- 
culties. 

“ I’riday, 14th January, 17()4, Last night the 
Governor received news by a Portuguese letter 
from Pondicherry, that the two French ships were 
returned with an English prize called the “ Can¬ 
terbury,” belonging to the New East India Com¬ 
pany ; having met her and Mr. Eolben in the 
“ Chambers” Frigate in the Straits of Malacca; 
which is this day confirmed to us by a letter from 
Pomlroherry, copy of which is as follows, viz. 

P 'fire two French vessels met the “ Chambers” 
Frigate, and another of the New Company’s called 
the “ Canterbury” of more than 300 tons, com¬ 
manded by Captain Kingsford, came from Eng¬ 
land and bound to Surat. The 19th Decciijber, 
near the Island of Sambelan in the Straits of Ma¬ 
lacca at night, they gave each other broadsides. 
The “ (.■hambers” Frigate had her mainyaril diy 
ablcd, which he got repaired in tlft; night- The 
next morning she fought again during four«boiurs 
against the lesser French sliip; after whicl^he made 
all the sail he could to the bank of Parsola. The 
“ Maurepas” (French ship) fought against' the 
“ Canterbury” which he took immediately. Mon¬ 
sieur de Fontenay was sent against the “ Cham¬ 
bers” which seemed the least,.but proved the big¬ 
gest and best man. We hear from those we have 
taken, that Mr. Eolben gave 80 guineas to each 
man, and a promise to each that should be wound¬ 
ed to provide for them, to the«nd they should 
behaye themselves wall.’t 
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About this time a Roman CatlmUc Patriarch of 
Antioclt arrived at Pondicherry, and subsequently, 
like the Bishop of St. Thome, executed not a little 
o))posiliou by endeavouring to interfere in ecclesias¬ 
tical affairs in the Presidency. In the previous 
November, a messenger arrived from this Presi¬ 
dency with a complimentary message for Governor 
Pitt, as will be seen from, t)ic following entry in 
the consultations, dated, 22nd November, 1703. — 

“ Tlvere being arrived at Pondicherry a Patriarch 
and several Padres, said to be missionaries from 
the Pope to inspect into ecclesiastical affairs in 
Ghina; one of which came this day into town, 
sent with a compliment from the Patriarch to the 
Governor, with a small present of Jocoles, oil, and 
wines ; who was civilly received, and afterwards 
took up his lodgings in the Portuguese Church.” 

The following extract shows a determination on 
the part of the Patriarch to interfere. 

" Saturday, 22nd January. Parhe Micluiel having 
applied himself to the Government for leave to go 
to .Poadicherry, for that he that calls himself the 
Patriarch of Antioch had summoned him thither, 
and he feared that if he did not go it would tend 
to his ruin; the Governor deferred giving him leave 
till he had consulted his Council, which was this 
day summoned and Padre Michael sent for, who 
earnestly insisted for leave go. Whereupon he 
was asked by the Govenior whether the Patriarch 
sent for him as Chief Priest of this Romish 
Church, or on any other account. He answered 
that it was as he was Chief Priest. To which it 
was replied that we could, allow of no persons to 
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have any autliorfty over the Priests of this place, 
so as to send for them away, or return them or any 
others at their pleasure. And s^upposih" the Abbot 
to have a hand in this matter we sent tor him ; who 
.fcsuitically eva^led, and denied that he knew 
anything pf the matter. AVhom likewise we ac¬ 
quainted with our resolutions that the I’af riareh 
nor none else, should exercise any jrower over the 
Ihiests that live under our Government. • So dis¬ 
missed them both, strictly enjoining Padre 'Michael 
not to stir out of the town ; Ijesidcs that orders 
shouffl be given tlie ofiicers not to permit him to 
ijo»H'ithont the gate.” 

In our next chapter wo shall h.ave occasion to 
produce further illuslralious of these intrigues. 

Tlic following entry w ill explain itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd February. Ensign 1 larris,»who 
has often been found drunk, insomuch that he 
lias been incapable of doing bis duty, for wbieli 
lie has been frequently repreliendcA; but finding 
it to no purpo.se, he was this day broke ; but in 
regard he has a wife and several children, w'f! Iffive 
permitted him to serve ns Serjeant, hut •that no 
longer tlian he abstains from drinking to excess.” 

Early this yiar a disimte arose hctw'ecn Gover¬ 
nor Pitt and the Foiijdav of St. Tlmnid, concern¬ 
ing an Armenian inhabitant of Madras who liad 
b»on imprisoned by the laltert It appears that 
one Coja Tiinorc, an Attorney for an Armenian 
in Persia, had great demands on an Armenian 
iiaracd Coja Awan who was an inhabitant of 
Madras. The case was earned to court, but 
sneantime Coja Timofb ttle Attorney had business 
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at St. Thomd, and was followed there by Coja 
Awau; and the latter by some means tmicnowa, 
but wliich we may reasonably infer to have been 
bribery, prevailed on the Foujdar to imprison the 
Attorney. Governor Pitt of course sent to the 
Poujdar to deliver up. both as inhabitants of Mad¬ 
ras ; but the Foigdar insisted not only that n free 
pardon should be granted Coja Awan, which would 
have been granted, but also that the papers lodged 
in the Court should be delivered up to him. To 
have granted the latter demand, would have been 
to establish a niost awkward precedent; as it'Would 
virtually admit of an interference for the future on 
the part of the Foujdar of St. Thomd in all cas^ 
])cnding in the Miulras Court of Admiralty. The 
following letters will throw some light on the 
dispute. 

From Mirusinan Foujdar of St. Thomd. 

“ I have power over Chiimapatam, and likewise 
-'Vor St. Tliomd, as it belongs to the king whose 
grant of Cliinnapatam ground to the Company was 
on!!(!'other intent than to make the place fruitful, 
and bring riches into Ids. kingdom, but not to act 
anything that should prove unjust or prejudicial 
to tlic Merchants interest there. I cannot help 
putting you in mind of the Governors of Gokonda 
and Bijapore, who for tiieir unjust actions and ill 
behaviour were instantly turned out of their Ptp- 
vince, notwithstanding all their resistance, and 
clapped into irons. What reason therefore has the 
king to value any one, seeing he turns out whoso¬ 
ever he pleases ; and who by his great kindness 
and justice towards bis people, has obtained power 
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of God to conqtter wheresoever he comes ; and 
kno^ving me to be one of his Officers, I wonder at 
the style you write me. WhaJ can I say more ?” 

The following was Governor Pitt’s answer. 

“ To Mirusman Ponjdar of St. Thome. 

'• I received your impertinent and insolent letter. 
—We all know your king to be great, wise and just, 
and masiy of his nobles to be persons of 'great ho¬ 
nour ^ but most of Lis little Governors, amongst 
whom I reckon you, to be very corrupt and 
uitjustk We would Lave you "to know wo 
are, of a nation whose sovereign is great and 
l*)werfnl, able to protect his subjects in their just 
rights over all the world, and revenge whatever 
injustices shall be done them, of wliicli there will 
be speedy instances given. I am not a little #uv- 
pised at your saucy expressions, as well as actions 
in imprisoning my inhabitants, when you know 
that 1 can fetch you hither and correct you foj 
both. This is an answer to your letler. 

Thomas Piw.’ 

Meantime the matter had been represented to 
the Nabob Dawbod Khan and his Buxie. A guard 
had been placed by Governor Pitt over the house 
of Coja Awan, who had procured the impri¬ 
sonment of his Attorney, and who of course 
reltaained at St. Thom^; and both the Nabob 
and Buxie declared that this Coja Awan, was 
indebted to (hem for jewels, and reipiired 
that he should be no further, meddled with. 
Governor Pitt sent v^ long explanatory letters in 
reply. Subsequently, as* Coja Awan owed a great 
deal of money in Madras, Governor I’itt resolved 



3C inSTOBY or MAilKAS. u™»-4. 

to opcu Ills house, and to take nn-uivcntory of his 
goods, in tlie presence of the Armenians, Mogids, 
mid Pntans of the place. Accordingly the latter 
were summoned to appear on. the 6th April, 
1704 j hut on that morning, instead of going 
to C'oja Awan’s house, a number of them appeared 
before the Governor. The Arinenhms 'begged to 
he exciiseij on the ground that they had goods 
at St. Thome, whidi the Toujdar would seize 
directly he heard of their participation in the 
matter. The Moguls on their part stated that the 
Buxifi’s servanf had lieeu with them that inoniing, 
and charged them in the name of his Master and 
in the name of the Nabob, not to concern them¬ 
selves in the matter. The Batans made no ap¬ 
pearance at all. Acccordingly they were all ordered 
to tlie Tow»hall, whilst the Governor and Council 
took the subject into consideration. After a little 
while the following decision was arrived at. The 
/vrmenians and others were told that if they would 
become security for Coja Awau’s debts, or for the 
delivery up of his person within a reasonable 
time, wcii and good ; but othenvise they must 
assist at the opening of the Ijous# and godowns, 
ami at the taking an inventory of the furniture, 
or depart from the place altogether within three 
days time. This decisive measure eneured com¬ 
pliance ; and it was agreed that eight Armenia^';, 
eight Moguls, eight I’utaus, and eight Gentoos 
should meet on the following Monday at Coja 
Awan’s house, and assist the Begistrar of the 
Court in taking an inventory of his goods. The 
whole matter seems to have Been ultimately settled 
without further difficulty. 
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(JHAPTBE XX. 

OOVeBNORSHIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1704—7. 

The Governorship of Mr. Pitt extended over 
ttu! unusually lengthy period of eleven years, and, 
as wcPhnve already incUcated, was fimrked by some 
exb'aordinary iiieidents. In the years now under re¬ 
view it will be seen that though apprcliensions were 
still entertained of Nabob Da wood Khan, yet the 
foreign relations of Fort St. George were tolerably 
tranquil. This state of things may be genoa-ally 
ascribed to the cxti'eme old age of Aurungzebe, 
aud^hc inability of the Mogul to subdue the 
Mahrattas ; and it may here be npticed, what .is 
scarcely noticed in the consultations, that Aurung- 
xebe died on the 31st of February 1707,*in^he 
eighty-ninth year of his life and fiftieth of 4iis reign. 
The internal event^f the Presidency arc however 
unusuidly interestmg. Mr. Pitt had very great 
trouble in putting a stop to some disastrous con¬ 
flicts between the Eight and Left Hand castes, 
u^iich for a long time oecasioaed an entire stop¬ 
page of the country trade, besides leading to the 
flight of many necessary handicraftsmen from 
Madras. Mr. Fraser also, who had rendered 
hhnself so obnoxious to GovdVnor lligginson 
as to induce the latter *o resign, took iftlvantage 
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of t]ie caste dispute to engage in a quarrel with 
Mr. Pitt. We however leave our extracts in gene¬ 
ral to tell their own story. 

The first refers to the failure of an attempt 
to rear silkworms and obtain raw silk in Madras. 

“Monday, 1st April 1704. We finding that 
the experiment of making of raw silk to be very 
chargeable, the success of which depending entirely 
upon the well growing of the Mulberry trees, ami 
this country being so excessive hot and dry, there 
is little hope of effecting the same. It is there¬ 
fore agreed thaPall the Nccauds except two, be re¬ 
turned to Bengal.” u 

The next entry iUustrates the losses experienced 
from the claims of the Native Princes to seize all 
ships wrecked upon their coast;. and sometimes to 
seize jessels wliich were not sufficiently manned 
without any pretence whatever, 

“Thursday, 22nd June. In the year 1102, 
«,hen Dawood Khan was besieging this place, the 
(xovernor sent the “ Bedford” sloop to Tranquebar 
for provisions, but meeting with a lung passage, 
was straitened for water, so that they anchored in 
the king of Tanjore’s country^where the peojde 
seized the vessel and aU the me*and put them in 
jirison, where they lay several months and were 
used barbarously. The vessel they hauled into a 
small river, and took out hra guns which v/em 
four, and also ten candy of China root, and sent it 
to the king. Upon this the President wrote 
several letters to his Chief Minister demanding 
satisfaction; but^oU the answer could be had, 
they pleaded the vessel was a wreck, and so of 
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course tlieir right. At which time the Merchants 
of TaBjore had several eftects here, which the Pre¬ 
sident wonld have seized, but that a Merchant 
here, one Sanka Itamana who has great dealings 
to Tanjore, pretended that he would accommodate 
the matter and procure satisfaction ; but not hav¬ 
ing hitherto done anything in it, the President 
acquainted the Council that he had a few days back 
seized goods that ciune from Tanjore for the afore¬ 
said vessel and cargo. Unto which the Council 
unanimously assented, hoping thereby to discourage 
tiiose!*conntry people, and those‘adjacent to us 
frwn doing the like.” 

* The Patriarch at Pondicherry and Bishop of 
St. Thome still continued their attempts to exer¬ 
cise ecclesiastical authority within the English go¬ 
vernment. 

“ Friday, 15th September. The Capuchins here 
of the Portuguese Church, being under interdic¬ 
tions from the Patriareh and Bishop.of St. Thom^, 
who design to put upon us what Padres they 
please, which may be the worst of conseqflciftes. 
To prevent which it is agreed, for the satisfaction 
of many of our iidjabitants of that persuasion, thal 
Padre Lorenso a fl^chin, be admitted into town 
to exercise his functions in their Church.” 

A serious emeute at St. Thome between the 
Moorish Governor and tlie Pertuguese Governor, 
is thus recorded. 

“ Monday, 35tli, Yesterday in the evening* we 
heard that the Portuguese and Moors’ had had a 
quarrel wherein was killed a Porfcfiguese gentleman 
Senor ’ John Eebeirtf Of good fashion, •find two 
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Moprs ; occasioned chiefly by the*Moors Governor 
going after a treacherous manner to his house who 
tliey call the Governor of the Portuguese, whom 
he had designed to'have murdered, or used him 
barbarously by imprisonment. The Governor of 
the Portuguese received a slight wound, but upon 
firing some arms, the Moors’ Governor and his 
people fled ; two more of whose people we hear 
this day died of their wounds, and three or four it 
is said are in danger thereof. 

“ Tuesday, 2(Uh. About five this morning the 
Governor here’received a message from the Go¬ 
vernor and Poi'tuguesc inhabitants of St. Thome 
Ireing come to the place of our out guards ; who 
desired admittance and protection, which was ac¬ 
cordingly granted them ; and in the evening one 
of tl’eir chief inhabitants, Senor Matthias Cavallo, 
waited on the Governor and acquainted him with 
the whole matter ; being much as before recited, 
nily that the original of the quarrel arose fi'om a 
Moor offering to take a candle from a young 
wc'iViah as they were walking in procession at 
their feart.” 

The following incident is v|||h curious, as illus¬ 
trating the proselyting spirit^Rt prevailed. 

“Saturday, 12th May 1705. There being 
never an Ensign now in the Garrison, the Gover¬ 
nor proposes Serjeant Dixon and Serjeant llng»- 
nin for Ensigns, one in each Company. The ob¬ 
jection against Dixon is fr-om an obsolete order of 
the Old Company that no Roman Catholic should 
bear command fn the Garrison ; brrt in regard 
that thej have since empfloyed Commanders Su- 
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percargos to India that have been professed Io¬ 
nian Catholics, we hope it may warrant us in 
making this person an Officer ; he being likewise 
one of the best soldiers we havS in the Garrison; 
and it is not unlikely but his preferment may 
make him return to the I’rotcstant rebgion. It is 
therefore agreed that the two aforesaid persons be 
made Ensigns, and that the Secretary draws out 
their Commissions accordingly.” If Ensign Pixon 
did turn Protestant on account of receiving an En¬ 
sign’s commission, ho must have proved a valu¬ 
able cbnvert. 

il'he next extract will prove interesting to local 
antiquarians. 

“ Monday, 30th July. The President pro¬ 
poses the hedging and ditching of the Island 
round, fn order to the improving of it for pasture 
for cuttle, which may be of great use to this Gar¬ 
rison at all times, and more especially in times of 
trouble from-the country.” 

The following entry will explain ftscif. 

“ Tuesday, 28th August. We having had .for 
above two years past great complaints, of ships 
losing their anchors in the road, and galling their 
cables: which welllpute to the road being very 
foul by the many anchors lost, which the muck- 
yard men and all others are discouraged from 
sleeping for, by reason of tlie Company having 
half salvage, and they at all the charge. So to 
prevent so great a misfortune of any ships driving 
ashore, it is agreed that all people are free to 
syeep the Hoad, and to have whatever they can 
take up, of anchors or anything else for.thcir lu- 

C 
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hour; and no pretensions wliatever to be made 
upon tliem for account of the Company or any 
other ; which is to be notified -by the Secretary 
j)utting up a paper in all languages at the Sea 
Cate.” 

The following curious incidents in reference to 
the wills of lloman Catholics are very significant. 
The Homan Catholic inliabitants of Miulras had 
been accustomed to prove their wills before the 
Capuchin Eriars ; but complaints had reached the 
Governor and Council that advantage was taken 
of tills cireum”stancc to convey a large iiortion 
of the efl'cets of deceased Roman Catholics to<thc 
rartriarch of Antioch at Pondicherry. Accordingly 
it was ordered that for the future all wills should 
be approved at the Company’s Court. The fol¬ 
lowing successful attempt to evade this law, may 
l»- best described in the words of the original entiy 
in the consultations. 

•• “ Tuesday, 7th May, 1700. This day tvas read 
a Petition of.Donna Johanna Teseira, widow of 
Jdlin Baptista deceased, who was many years an 
Aldenni,;i of tliis city ; w'ho, by the instigation of 
1 he Padres, a little t3cforc 1^ death removed to 
SI. Thome; and leaving a wW which his widow 
proved in the Portuguese Court there, and the 
estate divided according to the tenor thereof, and 
ihe Portuguese customs and hnvs. But since Ijis 
death his daughter having married a Portuguese 
inhabitant of this place, w'ho supposing that his 
wife had not her just dividend of her father’s 
estate according to the English laws; her husbapd 
Gregorlii Do Arangeo has ' commenced a suit 



Ir04-7J 


HISTOBY OF MADKAS. 


43 


against the widow in the Mayor’s Court, and lias 
attached some moneys in this place, against which 
she prays relief. And tliat whereas her husband 
died at St. Thome and the will proved there, and 
that all papers and accounts relating thereto re¬ 
main in thjit Court according to custom, which 
they will not permit to be sent hither to make her 
defence. So upon mature consideration of the 
whole matter, and the apprehensions we have of 
the ill-consequences of interfering with the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Courts of other nations; and eon- 
siderii^ that the daughter of the* deceased was 
content with her dividend before she miUTried, and 
gSve discharges for the same ;—It is unanimously 
agreed that an order be directed to the Mayor’s 
Court to dismiss the cause, and withdraw auy at¬ 
tachment they may have issued out against jthc 
effects of John Baptistu deceased, and leave the 
whole matter to the Portuguese Court at St. 
Thome, where all relating to this alfair has bcoi» 
hitherto tiausactial.” 

The eccentricities of the Natives with regth'drfo 
deeds and bonds, arc fully illustrated by ilic fol¬ 
lowing entry of the same date. 

“ There often aiding in this place great dis¬ 
putes and demands upon accounts and bonds of 
ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, so that it is 
iK^t to impossible to dccide.the same; and it 
being generally amongst the Natives, most of which 
stick at no manner of villany, for swearing, lying, 
forging, or any other vile action to gain their end ; 
to prevent which it is ordered thatrfrom the 1st of 
January next ensuing, nw bond, bill, or •account 
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shiiJl be sncable for in any of the t'ourts of Justice 
or the Choultry of this city, that are of a longer 
standing than seven years; provided it can be 
proved that within the space of the aforesaid seven 
years, both parties have been resident on the place 
six months at one and the same time, spid no de¬ 
mand has been made of the debt in the Mayor’s 
Court and an action commenced for the same.” 

We must now retrace otir steps a little to de¬ 
scribe the movements of the Nabob Dawood Khan. 
In June, 1705 advices had reached Governor Pitt, 
that Dawood had been on a visit to thfc king 
Atiningzebc, and had rcl urued to the Carnatic witli 
additional honours and powers. In March tins 
year the Nabob was in the neighbourhood of Fort 
St. David, and a letter was received from the 
Agant and Council there expressing tlieir appre¬ 
hensions of Dawood Khan, and recpiesting to be 
informed whether they should make him a present. 
'Govcnior i’ilt replied,—“ We believe it ncccssaiy 
to give the Nabob a present if he comes to your 
placed and hope to the amount of three or four 
hundreili'Pagodas may do, and we would not have 
you to exceed five ; but if you hear he intends to 
come to St Thome, it would fc very well if you 
could evade it, and send him only a present of 
some liquors ; telling his people that you have no 
orders from Madras, and that tlie Govemor».of 
Madras will he grateful to him for his civility to 
you ; for if you should preseut and we too, both 
may be considerable, whereas good part of one, if 
not all, may he'saved if you can manage it as be¬ 
fore dirteted.” 
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In April Dawood returned to Aroot and Qo- 
vemor I’itt complimented him willi one hundred 
bottles of liquor, h’ive months al'tcvvards we meet 
with the following entries iu the'coiisidtatiou books 
whicli will exj)lain themselves. 

“ Monday, 23rd September. The King’s Dewau 
who is now at St. Thome, who bus all along shown 
great I'ricndship to the Company’s afl'airs ; and 
now being sent for up to the Court to supply the 
place of his brother deccascal, who was Lord 
Steward of the King’s Household :—we think it 
for tlid interest of the Compiiuy fo make him a 
proeent to the value of about two hundred oi' two 
hundred and fifty I’agodas in gold chains, or other 
things that may be most acoei'table, leaving it to 
the (iovernor to advice therein. 

“ Thursday, 3 ist October. This day the ,Go¬ 
vernor reccive<l advises that Nabob DawoodKhan 
was come to I’oonamallcc, and from thence de¬ 
signed for St. Tliome; upon which we immediately 
despatched our Moolla and Brahmin to him with a 
compliment. 

“ Saturday, 2nd November. The IJnbob ar¬ 
riving yesterday at St. 'Thome, and tills inoniing 
our Moolla and Brahmin returning to us, saying 
that the Naboff receive dvery well the Governor’s 
compliment, and did intend to come and stay some 
d^ys at a Garden house a litUi: lo the southward 
of the town ; which was ordered to be cleaned up 
for his reception if he continued that resolution, 
which we were resolved should not be encouraged 
to by any invitation. They likewise told us that 
they believed be came dot with a design to give 
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us pny trouble, which they infer” fi'om the small 
force he brought with him, which were not above 
live or six hundred horse and foot. He also allow¬ 
ed an earnest desire to dine with the Governor.” 

This intelligence was not wholly satisfactory. 
Dawood Khan had the whole country at*liis com¬ 
mand, and might have ordered other forces to 
follow him from Areot. Moreover he spoke 
many kind things of the English nation, which the 
Moors “ usually do of all people, when they are 
carrying on the worst of designs against them.” 
-Accordingly Wo members of Council and the 
Scemtary were sent to pny their respects to hiuii at 
St. Thome ; but were directed to give no answer 
about the dinner, and to say they had no instruetions 
upon the subject. The next day, being Sunday, 
the tJirec gentlemen proceeded to St. Thome, and 
met with “ cxtiaordiimiy kind reception.” Da¬ 
wood Khan presented them each with an emerald 
liing, worth about thirty or forty I’agodas a piece ; 
and also sent a jewel to Governor I’itt of the value 
of R'hundred or hundred and fifty Pagodas. But 
amidst all this o-tentation he ardently pressed for 
an invitation to dinner ; and though the deputa¬ 
tion postponed their answer, yet Governor Pitt 
considereul it (^xpeulient to send afl immediate in¬ 
vitation (o the -Mabol), upon the condition however, 
that he would not., bring with him more thmi 
twenly of his guards. Dawood Khan made the 
neoessaiy promise, and the Governor made the 
necessary preparations for the dinner. The result 
is fully recorclcddu the consultations as follows. 

“ Monday, 4th November. Narruin and the 
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Moolln went to Wait on tlie Nabob at St. Th(jm^ 
as ordered this day, and the gentlemen of couneil 
to the Garden, whither he came about noon ; 
when Narrain discerning that a considerable part 
of las forces followed him, at least 200 horse and 
foot, told Jum he hoped he did not expect the Go¬ 
vernor should admit them all into the Fort, who ho 
was confident would not admit any more than what 
was agi-ecd on. Therefore he desired the Nabob to 
kecj) ids promise, to wliich he answered that if he 
went all those must be admitted with him. So 
lighted at the Garden amt bid Narfain go and ae- 
mmint the Governor with his resolution, and that 
it he would not be received with all his Company, 
it should be the same thing to him if wo sent the 
dinner to him where he was at the Garden. With 
which message Nan-ain came, and soon aftet the 
Secretary confirmed the same ; when the Governor 
positively refused to receive him with move than 
twenty men. So ordered the dinner immedialchi 
to be carried to him to the Garden, with all other 
necessaries ; whither the Secretary and Narvuiu 
returned, who were to acquaint the otli^r gentle¬ 
men with the Govchior’a resolution ; and that the 
Guns he intended to fire they shoiUd acquaint 
the Nabob were for the King’s health, his 
own, and such of the Great Ministers of State 
n% were his friends. About five in tlic even¬ 
ing the English gentlemen returned from the 
Garden and gave the Governor the following ac¬ 
count. That the Nabob first seemed out of hu¬ 
mour at the answer that was seilt him, when it 
was believed he wouW not dine there ; "but after 
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some pausing he dissembled his resentment and 
sat down to dinner, and ate heartily, and tasted 
the liquors sent him which he liked very well. 
After dinner the luresent was set before him, 
wliich at first he seemingly refused, but afterwards 
accepted of it; and soon after he rose up and re¬ 
turned to St’. Thomd.” 

The following entry records another scrape of 
Captain Seaton’s. 

“Thursday, 37th T'ebniary,1707. The Gover¬ 
nor lays before the Council the insolent aetion of 
Captain Sc.aton, who on Sunday last marched part 
of his Company (and had all had not the Gover¬ 
nor commanded them off) over the Company’s 
calicoes that lay a dyeing ; notwithstanding there 
wan much more than room enough to have march¬ 
ed the men clear of them as u8\ud. And after¬ 
wards when the Governor sent for him to demand 
diis reason for doing so base an action, he had the 
impudence to tell him ho did not understand it. 
UpoK which, when he came for the word in the 
evenings the Governor told him that he was stis- 
pended till he had advised with the (Jouneil; for 
that he thought liim not fitting to serve the Com¬ 
pany any longer, nor would he bear any more 
with Ids insolcncies. It js agreed that he stands 
suspended, and flirt the consideration of brcakgig 
liim be referred to another time.” A year after¬ 
wards Captain Seaton having appealed to the Di¬ 
rectors on the strength of his twenty years service, 
and pleaded soflie extenuating circumstances, was 
rcinstatfcd in the command cl the garrison. 
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Tbe following *00110113 entry will explain itself. 

“ Tuesday, 17th June, The Governor produces 
a letter from llobert Berrimai^ of Fort St. David, 
wherein he declares that he had conlractotl mar¬ 
riage with Mrs. Wilson who lately died here, to 
whom he had made several presents, which were 
found in her lodgings at her death, when the Pay¬ 
master took an account of her effects. So consi¬ 
dering the low circuinstancos of Berriman, it is 
agreed that upon his taking his oath to the list of 
ilie things he demands, that they were presented 
her upon acrcount of the intended marriage, that 
Hje*Paymaster delivers him the same.” 

We now have to draw alhmtion to th<5 tjuarrcl 
which broke out between tlio Bight and Left Hand 
(’astes,^ and which is fully described in the follow¬ 
ing extracts. 


* The diKtinctiou bctwooii the two llatidH is said to 
be of recent origin, ns no mention in of them i» 

any of the ancient books. Moreover it is almost un¬ 
known in the North, and is indeed uhiefly conhu^l a 
jArt only of Southern India, in the latter <listrk*ts 
most of the Hindoo castt^s arc thus Biiparaltil.^'J’he left 
liand includes the whole trilK) of the Vaisya ov iner- 
(diuuts, the Paucliala or five ctistes <»f artisans, tugellier 
with some other moan tribes of the hiudivis, ami csjjc- 
cially the caste of Chakili or cobblers. The higld-haiid 
includes the most distinguished ca-stes of the Sudivm, but 
iisfstivtngest bulwark is the PaWah c:iste, whi<‘h still 
gloi'ies in the title of Friends of the Kigbt-haiid/' 

The opposition between the two }>ands ariscK ftvin 
certain j»rivilegos to which they both lay claim. The 
mattdlr is g<5ncrally some trifling violation of luauiool oi- 
«uistoin, but not unfmiuently leads to bloody ilisputcs. 
Dabors mentions a coutflbtsb dreadful, that m^y of the 
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Thursday, Sfitli .Tune, 1707'; There having 
tmen lately a dispute between the Uight and Left 
Hand Castes, that live in the Pettah, about pass¬ 
ing some streets on occasion of their weddings, 
insomuch that the (Jovcnjor wiw obliged to order 
Ouai'ds to lie out to keep the peace. Jo prevent 
further disturbance it is agreed that Mr. liaworth 
the Pnyinasler takes with liim the Gunner, and 
Scrampa and Ifarrain, Heads for the Bight Haiul 
Caste, and Colloway and Vinkettee Chitties Heads 
for the Left Hand Caste ; and that they survey 
the Pettaha, arid consider of what method fnay be 
taken to prevent any further disputes of the Tike 
nature, and report the same to the Governor and 
Council. 

“ Thursday, 17th .(idy. Mr. Baworth and the 
tiuuuer, us also the Heads of the Bight and Left 
J land Castes, rejwrt tlmt they had surveyed the 
Pettah, and jwodueed a drauglit of all the streets 
And buildings in the Pettah, which showed us 
what streets were ehielly inhabited by the Left 
ll.-iud Caste, being Bridge Gate slrCfet, and that 
which is'Rilled tlie Chief P(ons street; wluTein 
lives but few of thi! Bight Hand f^astc. .Soto 
()r(«'rve the jieace between the two aforesiuid 
Castes for the future, we hereby order tliut those 
few of the Bight hand Caste in the aforementioned 

- —u-— -i»i— 

puiioeful inhabitants began to hwive their villages, justn-s 
it a M.'ihratta invasion were iuipendiiig. This terrible 
counnotiou arose from a member of the Left-lumd stick¬ 
ing red flowers infj^ his turlsin. To this day nothing Imt 
the .strong arm ..f the police prevents Madras itself from 
being frc'hueiul.v the scene iVf similar disturbances. 
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streets sell tlieir 'houses, and go and live iu.tlie 
streets amongst tlieir own Caste ; and tlmt tliosc 
two straets are peculiarly npjiropriatcd for the 
Left Hand Caste to pass in at their ranking their 
-weddings and Eeslivids ; and that none of the 
Kight Ilujfd Caste give them the least dislurhaiiee 
in that precinct at their utmost peril. And it is 
further oitlered that neither Caste may pretend 
ignorance of these limits, that the Paymaster sets 
up four Stones at the cost of the LeftJIand (histe, 
according as we have directed him in the draiighl, 
and iilscrt thereon in Unglish aiid Ccnloo the 
jiiwport of this our order.” 

“ Thursday, 14th August. Tlic Governor ac’- 
(juaintsthe Council that on the 12tli at night 
some disalFectcd persons to the Government had 
placed paperAm the Stones set uj) in our Peftah, 
which stinted the bounds of the Left 1 land Caste; 
whieli papers were wrote in the Malabar luuguiigc 
and now produced. 

“ Sinco the loundation of this city no such thjjigjuvs 
been known. By the authority of the Government*ml 
prevalenco of money tliia l^illar was crectoiV in con¬ 
tempt and dcrison of the Bight Hand Caste, who will 
forfeit the rights of thoir caste if they do not destroy 
the othei-s like dogs and tumble them down. If it he 
demanded hy whose order <kis was written, it is by the 
will of the King of England and the GcanpiUiy, who will 
iw^ fail to bi-ing these things to isess ; and this hy way 
of caution.” 

“ The persons unknown also laid at the fooUof 
the Stone, a sort of an enchantment as is esteemed 
in this country, pieces of skulls wi*h rice and otluii- 
mixtures. From th* twnslate of the jiafcr it is 
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(^as)ly to be inferred tlmt some EdtBpeans hnvc had 
11 hand in it; there being expressions that these 
people are wholly strangers to. Of which we 
having considered are come to the following re¬ 
sult, that a paper be fixed on each stone in all lan¬ 
guages, ns also on the Gates in the Eiy;li8h and 
Black town ; that it any person shall come and 
'iifonn us of what jKvson or persons have fixed the 
aforementioned paper on those Pillars, they shall 
have one hundred Pagodas reward, and his pardon 
if concerned therein. The Heads of the Bight 
Hand Caste were sent for before us, who'being 
charged with having a hand in writing these pa¬ 
pers, which they denied ; agreed that a month’s 
time be given them to find out the person or ihu- 
sons who wrote them; and that if they do not 
findfthem, they are to be fined such a«um of money 
as the Governor and Council think fit; and this 
they were acquainted with, 
c “ Tuesday,, 19th August. The Governor ac¬ 
quaints the Board that on Sunday last, being the 
17 Ih instant, that the Bight Hand Caste with a 
Wedding, went in great pomp through the street 
which was ordered latdy by the Governor and 
Council for the Weddings of the Left Hand Caste ; 
and that upon hearing which, he sent out a 
))arty of soldiers who seized nineteen of them, who 
are now in prison in the Choultiy, who he resolijcs 
to punish and make examples. 

“ The Bight Hand Caste came to the Fort this 
day in a considerable body, and delivered in n 
Petition as enteted after this consultation ; W'itli 
tlic lieads of which wo' had a long debate, and 
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what they said t^dcd, as well as tlje purport of 
their Petition, for us to retract what we have done, 
and that we wotild give up the Ijeft Hand Caste a 
sacrifice to them. 

“ The Petition of the eighteen sorts of people 
of the Iti^t Hand Castes bolouging to Cliimia- 
patam. 

“ Humlily Sheweth, 

Whei'eas upon the first settlement of the Eng¬ 
lish in this place, the liberty was granted your 
Petitioners’ Castes to have their streets and hahi ■ 
tationS from Tom Clarke’s Gate and the Bridge 
Gate, both within and witiiout ; and to the Left 
ftaud Caste was granted from Mud Point Gate, 
boyi within and without ; two streets which was 
kept and observed by each Caste till broken by 
the troubles which happened to the Prencfii at 
St. Thome. At which time several people retired 
hither, and without knowledge or jrcrmissiou from 
the Government, built their houses, one amongst 
the other in both the Pettahs ; which being 
complained of to Sir 'VVillliaiu Langhonf, find 
the ill effects of the falling out of»the two 
Castes being taken into consideration, it was 
ordered that they should not live together; but 
that the flight Hand people should go to the place 
that was first granted them to inhabit, and that 
tlie Left Hand shonld go to tlicirs. Accordingly 
to which order the Kight Hand people did obey, 
and likewise some of the Left Hand people ; but 
others did desire leave to stay till' the rains was 
over, which was granted, but arfter to retire to 
their own streets; whicl* to this day thcy'havc not 
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dope, but ratliei! have eiieroaeheif'more upon your 
Petitioner’s liberty. Likewise the Weddings that 
were made by the Left Hand people that lived 
amongst your Petitioners, were ordered to be kept 
always in their own streets; but if it happened that 
they did make any Wedilings in your petitioners’ 
streets, it was to be done privately in their own 
houses, without any music, or any such ceremony. 
But they now very unreasonably desire your Peti¬ 
tioners’ streets, which never was done before; and 
they having complained to your Honour, but upon 
what account or rt'ason we do not know. Mow in 
the streets wherein the Stones are erected, tlvere 
are one hundred of your Petitioners houses, with 
several Wells, Churches, Gardens, and Choultries j 
all which belong to your Petitioners the Kight 
Hand people. Being very numy, being twenty-one 
Castes in all of these people, we cannot tell every 
one’s mind. The country people have sent lot¬ 
tos to us, but what they can do for us we do not 
know. We all living under your Honour’s protec¬ 
tion, sre afraid to disoblige your Honour, there¬ 
fore stay very quiet. From the beginning of the 
world to this day it never was known that any 
Government did take away your Petitioner’s streets, 
and give them to the Left Caste people, which 
they know to be true. Now they (the Left Hands) 
having made many false complaints to yersr 
Honour, which is the occasion of ail this 
trouble j for the streets where the Stones are 
ereeteil are the first streets of the Eight Hiind 
6astcs for all °stTangers tliat come froai the 
country.' For these streets that yom- Honour 
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has 5 fiven to the lieft Hand Castes is n very gsent 
dissatisfaction to all the lUght Hand Caste pe^ople^ 
Therefore your most humble Petitioners desire 
your Honour would be pleased \o take into ‘con¬ 
sideration, and they shall as in duty bound ever 
pray.” 

“Friday, 23nd August. The foregoing eon- 
’ stdtations of late mention several passages relating 
to the Kight Hand Caste and lift. Of the for¬ 
mer many have deserted us, and the others have 
locked themselves up in their houses in town; 
which,’chiefly consisting of Boatmen, Washermen, 
Fishermen, and other necessary handicrafts, the (io- 
vemor summoned all his Council except Mr. 
Fraser; who he was jealous had betrayed us in 
what we had done, as to settling the dispute be¬ 
tween the Castes. And the Governor gave us 
this instance of it. That when on the lUth past, 
he acquainted the Board of the insolence of the 
Pariahs who went through the Left Hand streets 
with a Wedding and what he had done thereon; 
when immediately Mr. Fraser according ft) *1113 
custom made a long senseless speech, th% pilrport 
shewing that he was now against what had been 
transacted in consultation about the Castes ; which 
no notice was taken of, as coming from him. But 
then the next minute the Right Hand Caste deli- 
vurcxi their Petition, which wa» presently read, and 
entirely agreed with the purport of what just be¬ 
fore Mr. Fraser spoke. When the Governor im¬ 
mediately charged hint with making or reading of 
it, which he then denied in greaf confusion, nntt 
the same was taken rfctiec of by Messrs. ’Jlaworlli 
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and Frederick present in Council.* So the Governor 
yds day laying before the Board the worst of con- 
seciuences tliat might attend the Company’s aflairs, 
as well ns our own persons, to have one amongst 
us to betray our counsels; of which the Council 
being equally sensible, desired Mr. Fraser might 
be sent for; which was accordingly done. When 
he was charged with what before mentioned, and 
told by the Governor that it was impossible that 
he could make a speech so coherent with a Petition 
that w'as just after delivered in, without having 
made or read it; to which he made no other de¬ 
fence than that we should prove it if we could. 
Tlie Governor at the same time charged him with 
directing the Malabar inscription that was put 
upon the Stones, which he denied with strange 
asseveration and execrations, but to the making 
or reading the Petition only a plain denial. So 
after he told us he had no more to say in liis de- 
liincc, the Governor desired him to withdraw, which 
he refused to do, but afterwards obliged him to it. 

‘ When wc debated the nature of his offence, 
and the ill consequences of any of the Council en- 
coiiraging Petitions against our proceedings iii 
general, or such in particular as he himself seem¬ 
ingly agreed to, without the least hesitation to 
anything that was done rchiting to the castes :— 
the Governor to prevent Ids doing further mis¬ 
chief, pressed the necessity of his being suspended 
the Company’s service ab officio et beneficio; al¬ 
leging that no inconvcniency could accrue from it, 
ftr that his abilities were so little considerable, 
that all of us know in «oui consciences that he 
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never merited riM and water from the Company ; 
hut yet with his malice, pride, and envy, he has 
often made atrange progress^ in miachief, and 
wholly incapable of doing good. And it is not 
amiss to insert one or two passages,' thougli 
foreign toJ.his present matter. Some time past, 
upon a suspicion that there was a difference be¬ 
tween the Oovernor and Mr. .Ttaworth, an iinpii- 
clent Dubash, that was often trusted with Mr. 
Vraser’s whispers, came up to Mr. Haworth in hi.s 
chamber, and told him that he heard there was a 
difference between the Oovernor and him, and that 
Ilf treated him as he did others j but if he would 
stand against him and come and join d'ith Mr. 
I'Vaser and liis party, lie was sure they would be 
able to suppress him: upon which Mr. Raworth 
1 rcated him as became him by kicking him dawn 
stairs. About five years past there came from Ooa 
a Thcatine Padre, an Englishman, Milton by name, 
who often passed between this placeumd Port St? 
David, ami several times came to the Governor for 
leave to build a Chapel here or at P’ort St. DTivSl; 
which he positively refused him, considering tluit 
the worst of consequences must attend it, or that 
it would be to the great dislike of the Company to 
have an English priest here of tlie Popish religion, 
for that being such he ought to die by our iaw. 
i'ef nevertheless one .loseph HiHer, a great consort 
of Mr. Fraser, bought a piece of ground hero 
(without any leave or knowledge of the GovernoV) 
for Milton ; on which he immediately erected a 
tabrick after the model of a convent, and had made* 
considerable progress Ihefein, before the Governor, 
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wlio was going to the Garden one morning, knew 
anything of it. When he immediately sent for 
Fttdre Milton, and demanded of him how he came 
by that ground, and who gave him leave to 
build on it; who answered Mr. Hiller bought 
it for him. Upon which the Governor order¬ 
ed him immediately to desist from building, 
and by six at night to depart the place ; whinh 
he accordingly did to St. Thome ; where a little 
time after, Mr. Fraser and others went to dinner 
with him, and has often been seen conversing with 
him at tliat end of the town. Thus whenever the 
Governor has frowned upon any mte for crimes 
and misdemeanors, whether white men "or black, 
it is well known they were always cherished 
by Mr. Fraser ; who has been the pest of the 
(iovernment, as well as the riilioule and scum 
of the place. Yet notwithstanding all before 
mentioned is well known to be great truths to 
Avery man that sits at the Board, who desired the 
Governor to leave him out in the sorting Summons, 
loi* thiat he was so impertinent and troublesome 
tliatno ibusiness could be done ; yet they were 
generally unwilling to suspend him the service, 
till the Governor solemnly-averred that he would 
sit no more with him in Council, nor give his 
opinion in any atfairs more of the Company’s 
where he was present; wliich induced the Council 
unanimously to suspend him the Company’s ser¬ 
vice officio et beneficio till their pleasure was 
known in this matter ; which the Secretary is or¬ 
dered to acqnaiht him therewith, and that we will 
give him a copy of whsfc fre write home to the 
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Company relating to him, that so liis defence and 
answer may go therewith.” 

The following extract from a General Letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated 4th February, 
1708, will show how Mr. Fraser fjred, notwith¬ 
standing Uie abuse bestowed on him by Governor 
Pitt. 

“ The charge against Mr. Fraser we have con¬ 
sidered, and would hope no Englishman, cspeciat- 
ly none of our servants, would be guilty of such 
pernicious practices, which strike at the root of the 
well being of the place ; and are more inclined to 
H(iS opinion, because we find in the consultation 
of the 32nd August, that (he Council were gener¬ 
ally unwilling to suspend him, which we cannot 
think they would be if they apprehended he was 
justly taxed ; and that it was Mr. Pitt’s solemn 
averring he would sit ijo more with him, that pre¬ 
vailed with them. We have therefore reinstated 
him, as thinking it not fit to give so«nuch countt* 
nance to any Governor whatsoever, as to approve 
his single opinion, against all the rest of the CoW 
cil, in a case of this nature, which if it»was trul! 
docs not fully appear to us to hav'e been proved ; 
though we shall always lodge a power in our Pre.si- 
dent and Council to suspend any of the Council or 
other subordinates, when they have or think they 
hoWe a just reason ; and if it be of great crimes 
tliey are charged with that deserves confinement, 
we shall approve it.” 

For the sequel of the dispute between the Eight 
and Left Hands we must refer ou/ renders to our 
next chapter. 
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CTAPTEK XXI. 

QU.MITIEI.S BETWEEN THE BIGHT AND LEFT 
HANDS IN THE GOVERNOBSHIP OF 
MB. THOMAS FITT. 

1707. 

The quarrel between tlie Right and Left Hand 
Castes, which resulted in the flight of forttv'V 
to St. Thome, is one so extraordinary in its nature, 
and so illustrative of the character of the pe,ople, 
that we have deemed it advisable to tell the whole 
story as much as }>oasible in the language of the 
Records, only abridging those portions which 
are mere recapitulations. These extracts are all 
faken from the consultation books during the 
latter half of 1707, and are arranged in strict 
chi'oifological order 

“"Monday, 25th August, 1707. This morning 
early the Governor summoned twelve of the princi¬ 
pal of the heads of each Caste, who were shut uj) 
ill a room to adjust matters now in dispute between 
the Castes ; which thc}’^ acquainted him about 
noon they had dime. Upon which at four tliis 
afternoon the Council was summoned, when tlie 
number of each Caste appeared ; when unanimous¬ 
ly and in a most solemn manner they declared they 
had agreed on t'ne following terms. 

“ 1st. That none biit fne Right Hand Caste 
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should live in tlie'Pettah commonly called the Fed- 

lljl NXniif'ci 

“ 2iid. That the Pettah called Mootel Pettah 
should be inhabited by none but the licft Hand 
Caste. 

“ 3rd. .That whereas there are a great many 
of the Left Hand Caste in the Pedda Naik’s 
Pettah, and so likewise of the Uight Hand Caste in 
Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that each Caste com¬ 
mence removing their Houses on or before the 1st 
of December to their respective Peltahs before men¬ 
tioned J and that the same be all comjdeted on or 
bjfsre the 1st of June, 17 ; and if any that have; 

houses in either of the Pettahs can agree upon the 
sale or exchange thereof, they are at liberty to do 
it, or pull down and cany the materials to the 
Pettah appointed for them to live in. 

“ 4th. That no Weddings by either Caste 
shall be made in the streets in the Pedda Naik’.s 
I’ettah lately in dispute between tljem, till tha# 
Pettah be wholly inhabited by the Kiglit Hand 
Ciistc. 

“ 5th. That in Mootel Pettah they slwH keep 
their Weddings there according to custom, till the 
Uight Hand Caste are removed out of it. 

'■ Gth. That in neither of these Pettahs before 
mentioned, no one shall sell his house but to one 
ofAis own Caste. 

“ 7th. That whereas there are Boatmen, Las- 
kars, and Pishermen that have their houses by the 
sea side in Mootel Pettah, it is agreed tliat they 
remam there as they now are, without giving any 
molestation to the Left Hand Caste. 
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<“ 8t.h. That as we ordered in Consultation of 
the 17 th July Stones to be erected for stintinf; the 
limits of the Left Hand Caste making 'their Wed¬ 
dings in the Pedda Naik’s Pettah, and a suitable 
inscription thereon; —we now at the request of 
both Castes agree that the inscription be cut out; 
but the Stones remain for such inscriptions to be 
made on them as the Glorernor and Council shall 
think fit hereafter. 

“ To all the foregoing articles the Governor and 
Council do now agree ; with which the Eight 
Hand Caste are ordered to acquaint their people 
that are now withdrawn, that they now return- ffl 
their obedience without further delay ; which they 
readily promise to do. 

“ Wednesday, 27th. Notwithstanding tliat all 
matters seem to be so fairly adjusted before us on 
the 25th past between the two Castes, we have 
seen no good cfiect of it by the people retuniing to 
■their duty. tSo the Governor ordered this day to 
to be brought before him in Council, Serapa, 
NUra' Verona, Sunka llama, and Andee Chittv, 
—and aharged them ns chief instruments in 
raising the present rebellion ; and the informa¬ 
tion of which he had had from one of their owm 
Caste, who was in the conspiracy, who said they 
had a great difficulty to stir up * the poor Handi¬ 
crafts ; and that Hie Pariahs who are the roast 
numerous, refused to stir unless they sent with 
them one of their heads of the Caste with one 
thousand Pagodas to pay their subsistence, which 
they accordingly complied ivith ; and the Go¬ 
vernor was informed whoi^haU contributed thereto; 
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and when they" proposed it to the Boatmen, 
Washermen, and Fishermen, they likewise refused, 
saying they would not leave the livelihood they 
had there lor an uncertainty ; Bht with much per¬ 
suasion they prevailed with them, upon giving 
them a no(^ under their hands that they would pay 
them in proportion for the days they were absent, 
a'ceording to what they usually got here; and that 
they would allow Batta or subsistence money to all 
that should desert us (of which the Governor had 
daily intelligence from St. 'I'home) which was paid 
them. They(the four ^Nativessummoned) denied all; 
kymviug that whoever of their Caste cninc in as 
evidence against them was in no small danger of 
their life. So the aforementioned prisoners the 
Governor ordered to be kept in safe custody, and 
used suitable to their crimes. 

“ Friday, 29th. This day w'ere before us 
Serapa, Mai’a Verona, Sunka Bama, and Andev 
Chitty of the Right Hand Caste, ^ud Colloway 
Chitty, A'inkettee Chitty, Petombee Chitty, ami 
Comapa Chitty of the Left Hand Caste ;*when 
having a Brahmin present, they sworg to be 
true to the Company’s interest, and to lay 
aside all animosity between them relating to their 
castes, or any other dispute; and that they would 
use their utmost influence to compose the present 
diierences on'that account; a3«lso to stand by the 
agreement made in Consultation the 25th instant; 
and for the security of Serapa and the other three, 
four of the Right Hand Caste, the Pedda Naik, 
and ten Cuomities were bound f6r their personal 
appearance. 
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The Governor acquainting that none that 
had desei-ted were come in since the agreement 
between the. two Castes, whicli he imparted to 
their fear as W'ell a.s shame. So advised that a 
paper might be published in the nature of a gene¬ 
ral pardon; which' he now produced,, and was 
read, and accordingly agreed to, and ordered to 
be set up in the Gates and Mettows in the Gcn- 
too and Malabar, and one in English at the Sea 
gate as follows: 

“ Whereas some wicked and evil designing 
people of the llight Hand Caste, seduced by 
others as wicked in the Government,* have went 
about for some sinister ends to make an insurrec¬ 
tion and rebellion in this Ooveniinent; and the 
better to effect their helli.sh designs, have deluded 
thC'poor and ignorant with a false notion that we, 
theiiovernor and Council, had favoured the Ijcflt 
1 land Caste to prejudice theirs; whereas nothing 
'was done by ws but by the advice and consent of 
the principal of their heads ; and since this dispute 
has happened, matters have been thoroughly can¬ 
vassed bj twelve of each heads of the (laste, and 
all differences adjusted and finally ended before us 
in Council ; yet nevertheless, we hear tJiat some 
people are still canying on their ill designs to dis¬ 
turb the peace and tranquillity of thq Government, 
which induces us To publish this our order rtlid 
iuteutious. 

“ That whereas we liave always showed great 
tenderness of the welfare of our inhabitants, and 

* A hit at 1^, f'raser. 
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<ook especial care lo provide for the poor and la¬ 
bouring people, who three or four of the rich and 
crafty have imposed upon them, so as to make 
t hem desert us, and to terrify them from return¬ 
ing to their duty, give out.the (iovemment will 
punish the^p suitable to their crimes. 

“ We therefore have thought fit to publish this 
our General Pardon to all such who have been 
concerned in this insurrection; promising ami 
declaring that such who return to their habitations 
and duty ou or before the 10th of September next, 
are pardoned hereby to all intents and purposes, 
a.s ii they Had not been .eoncerned therein ; ami 
such.as do not comply herewitb, their houses and 
estates shall be seized for the Gorapaiiy’s use, and 
(heir persons when and \vbcrev(!r apprehended, 
Avitbin the Company’s jurisdietion, sliall be jpo- 
cceded against with the utmost vigour ; and more 
particularly such who shall after the date hereof 
contribute any money or otherwise^ toAvards tin* 
upholding, maintaining, or employing any that shall 
not come in by the time herein limited. ' Sealed 
with the Company’s seal, and dated at ^ort St. 
George, this 29th day of August, one tliousanil 
seven hundred and seven.” 

Nothing appears to have transpired between 
the 20th of Angnst and the 10th of September 
spgcified in the General Pardotv; hut on the latter 
date wc find the following significant entry. 

“ Wednesday, loth September. The Goveruoi 
summoned the Council to accpiaint them, that he 
Avas just then informed that in the might the Stones 
were stolen away; wduoli we eonsulered»of, and 

9 
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(Uougli the impudeneo of the nation deserves the 
strictest enquiry niul punishment, and the im- 
nicdiatc erecting others, yet it was mianimously 
agreed tliat we desist from doing either till these 
trouldes arc over; though obliged the Pedda Naik. 
to give twenty thousand Pagodas for his personal 
appearance, who must doubtless have a'hand in it, 
or at least knows of the taking away the Stones. 

“ Those of the Right Hand Caste tliat have de¬ 
serted, retiring to St. Thome, have sent for the 
heads of their Caste out of the country, who wrote 
us this day a most siwicy and impudent letter, the 
translate of which is entereil after this consultation, 
wherein is a clause that they cite former Consulfe- 
tious; which is a plain indication that some of 
our people had the penning of that letter; and 
Ihqpgh they quote is as a precedent for us, it is a 
sign they do not understand it, we having acted 
in this matter exactly according to that clause. 

“ From Dellaway Bonne Paulo Chitty, etc., of 
the Right Hand Caste, of the four comers and fifty 
six ccuntrics of the world, to the lion’ble Thomas 
Pitt, Esp. and Council. 

“ From the first foundation of Madras it was 
never know’ll that the Left Hand Caste should be ad¬ 
hered to by wrongly informing yonr Honours to the 
prejudice of the Right Hand Caste; upon whose as¬ 
sertions you have erected Stones in our streets, yid 
given the same from us ; concerning which an ad¬ 
dress was made to your Honours by way of Petition, 
upon pemsal whereof you directed that your Peti¬ 
tioners were at- liberty to stay or go where they 
pleased, which you repeated three times. Ac- 
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cordingly they came to St. Thomd, from whom 
they wiote your Honours; and we hearing the 
matters are come hither. 

" From the beginning of the world it was never 
before known that the Left Hand in the fifty six 
countries thereof, ever erected a Stone in the llight 
Hand Street, nor was it ever allowed by any Go¬ 
vernment. 

“ One of your predecessors with Timmia and 
Verona did appoint certain streets for the Left 
Hand Oaste, and directed how they should act, as 
upon yftur ConsiJtatiou does appear; upon exa- 
ra^ifttion whereof advantage would aeerue to llie 
Company, which you have hitherto omitted to do. 

“ From your first settlement justice and eqiiify 
have been distributed with an equal hand in your 
place; which has occasioned many to resort, to 
yon, and to increase in wealth under your protec- 
(ion ; but upon this occasion of erecting Stones 
we must have recourse to the customj of the coun¬ 
try; this we write to a charitable people who wc, 
know will observe the same. 

St. Thome, September 9th, 1707. 

“ Sunday, 14th. The Armenians, fersimis, 
and I’atans, perceiving that the Governor and 
Council was not fairly dealt with in this disput*; 
between the Castes ; and that the persons who are 
enutloyed and confided in to acaommodate it, are of 
the Right Hand Caste, all of whom had been either 
active or passive in raising this difiereuce; and 
knowing we had no other, they came in a body 
of fifty or sixty, and tendered their service. 
When the Governor stunmoned what of tl!c Coun- 
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ciWere to be fwind, and we aec^ted of tbcir ser¬ 
vice and mediation; who promised to-morrow to 
s'o some of them to St. Titomc, to which place the 
lliglit Hand Caste have retired ami sent for seve¬ 
ral of their heads out of the country, who are come 
iothem; and they promised to take ,with them 
Narrain our Brahmin and Moolla, when they will 
demand of them the reason of tlicir desertion, and' 
accommodate matters as well as they can, and as 
soon ns possible. 

“ Monday, 15tlv. Tire Governor with the Secre- 
tai^ being writing a General Ijettcr' to the Com¬ 
pany in the Consultation Jloom, there canto a 
Gusbardar, or messenger, to him from St.^’homd, 
who was sent by tlie Nabob to turn out the old 
Governor there, and put in a new one. He had 
bean here two or tiirce times before, !ind seemed 
to be concerned at the troubles w-c had about the 
Castes; which he said were frequent in the coun- 
nry, and sometimes grew to such a pitch that the 
Government found a great deal of trouble and dif- 
jietilty to quell them ; and he said that, by some 
discourse he had liad with them, he foimd them 
very impudent ami saucy; and that the source of 
our troubles was not from them in St. Thome, but 
from our own inhabitants that remained in town, 
who not only gave them directions, but also sent 
them their subsistence, lie also added, saying^to 
the Governor, you are likewise betrayed by some 
lieOple that sits with you at this Table. So asking 
liim by the Linguist what he meant, he answered 
that yesterday, talking with three or four of the 
heads of Castes, they told® him that the Second of 
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Council (Mr. I'raSer) was of -thei* side ; and tkit 
without he was restored to his .employ tliey would 
not return on any terms ; but if he would oomc 
. they would meet him any wherd’, and return with 
him without insisting on any panlon ; for that' 
they were jssnred he was their friend, and (hat ho 
never consented to what the Governor and Council 
hud done in favour of the Left Hand Caste, and 
that he was against putting up the Stones ; which 
belief in them had gained him such a reputation 
amongst the mob, that fhey went up and down 
the streets in his hearing, crying out “ Chimin 
Captai^” “ Chimui Captain,’’ which implies in 
tlfeir lOTguage the Second. On which the Go¬ 
vernor asked liim (the Gnsbardar) whether he had 
heard such discourse more than once from the 
heads of the Caste. He answered three, or tour 
times, and the mob crying out as before mentioned. 
Upon which the Governor told hirii that in the 
evening there would be several of hif people ther» 
to talk to them, when wm desired hun to aver what 
he was told before by the heads of the Cast® f»to 
which he readily answered he would. 'IJhis man 
seemed to be a very sober judicious person, a 
stranger in these parts of the country, and could 
have no manner of interest in saying what he did. 
There was present at this discoui-so the Seeretaiy 
wl^m the Governor ordered to.take Minntes ; and 
for Linguist was present the Moolla Narrain, and 
Vaupilia Brahmin ; who all averred that whereas 
they had been several times to St. Thomd about this 
business, they had often heard tlie»mob cry out for 
the Chinna Captain. 
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Tuesday, lOth. The Govamor summoned 
this Council, when he reported to them what dis¬ 
course he had with the Ousbardar, as entered in 
a diary note of yesterday, in the presence of the 
Secretary, Mooll'a, Narrain, and Faupilia Brahmin, 
who all confessed the same. The threCclatter now 
acquainted us that yesterday in the afternoon they 
accompanied several of the Persians and Armenians 
to St. Thomd, in order to accommodate this dif¬ 
ference between the Castes ; who were stopped by 
the mob at the Gate, wllilst they sent in word to 
their heads for admittance ; where they cotftinued 
near two hours, and no answer but several a|&oiitf ; 
and whilst there heard the mob cry out, as the 
Gusbardar told us, for the Chinna Captain, and 
who asked Narrain and several of our people why 
he <Ud not come, for nothing could be done to¬ 
wards their return without him. The heads of the 
Bight Hand Caste at St. Thomd wrote several let¬ 
ters to those A>f their Caste remaining here (at 
Madras); threatening their lives and being turn¬ 
ed''ont of their Caste, if they did not come 
to them., This much intimidated the poor people, 
but those of any substance little regarded it, 
since tluit we kept so good guards to defend 
them from the threats; and what is to be ob¬ 
served and generally believed that all the people 
who have left us are not worth five thousand Pago¬ 
das. Narrain likewise oc^inted us that all the 
heads of the Bight Hand Caste remaining in town, 
met liist night and wrote a letter to out inhabi¬ 
tants of their Caste in St. Thomd; the purport of 
which w&s to let them knew they were satisfied in 
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all matters relatint; to their Caste; and thereftYO 
whatever ill consequences attend further dispute^ 
they cleared themselves of it and laid it wholly at 
tlieir doors. The messenger that carried the letter 
just now arriving was brought in bdfore us, who 
acquaintei^nsthat they at St. Tbomd had returned 
no answer to their Caste in writing, but bid him 
tell them that they would accept no Cowle than 
what was signed by Mr. Fraser, and that the Stones 
must be brought to St. Thome or put into the 
Pagoda. We were also at this time speaking of a 
report that had run about town for two or three 
daya, that the Castes^ were rose one against the 
other at Fort St. David, where several had been 
killed, amongst whieh four or five of our soldiers 
and an officer mortally wounded. The Governor 
said he believed it not, though he had heard o£ it. 
Mr. Frederick said he had heard it from several, 
but being also told it by his dubash, who said he 
had it told him from Mr. Fraser’s dul^ash, who wa% 
sent for, when denied it. But the other confronting 
him with naming the time and place, where and 
when he had told it him, caused the Governor to 
give credit to it, and punished him inunediatcly 
for spreading false reports. This was done to 
encourage the Bight Hand Caste, and doubtless 
by order of his master, or some of his aocom- 
pljpes; whose chief dubash one Fango, a crafty 
profligate villain, is actually now at St. Thome, 
holding with the Bight Hand Caste in all their 
counsels. So hearing all before mentioned in this 
day’s consultation, and what passed yesterday 
with the Gusbardar, «ivcta in us a belief •that the 
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Right llnixl Caste lias got l&r. Fraser among 
them for their tool, or they durst not liave adven¬ 
tured to have done what they have. So consider¬ 
ing that if tills quUrrel between them increases, it 
will be an uhspeukable prejudice to the Company, 
and effectual ruin to the place ; ant^ to agree 
to their insolent and saucy demands may, in futu¬ 
rity be attended with the like ill consequences:— 
to prevent all which it is agreed to send for Mr. 
Fraser, when the Governor charged him with 
what before mentioned, and telling him, from 
which we are sufficiently confirmed, that ‘he was 
al the head of this vile and base action, which oc¬ 
casioned the dispute between the Castes, that no 
less than threatened the destruction of the place. 
To which he answered that it was aU a grand 
suppose, and flatly denied all. So being ordered 
to withdraw we considered of the whole matter ; 
when it was unanimously agreed that Mj:. Fraser, 
rtvho is now^ removing out his lodgings in the 
Fort to a house in the town, that he be continued 
tht-revn and confined, without permitting any one 
to come, to discourse him, but in the presence of the 
sentinel. The Captain of the Guard was sent for, to 
whom the Governor gave a charge aceonlingly.” 

“ Tuesday, 23rd. The Governor and Council 
having granted a pardon to the Right Hand Caste 
(now at St. Thomtf) being at the request of sevjynl 
I’crsians and Armenians, who desired that Doctor 
Lewis and I’adre Michael may go with them to 
deliver the pardon and accompany them in their 
return. Accordingly the refractory members of the 
Right Hand Caste cametout* of St. Thome all to- 
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gether abont nine this morning. But when th%y 
come near the town, they took cUagmst at something 
or other, the certainty unknown to us, and returned 
again to St. Thome; the Pariahs surrounded the 
inhabitants and forced them to go with them. So 
Karrain, being in hopes of giving them satisfac¬ 
tion, went with them, who they abused in several 
respects and confined ; but was the next day dis- 
chsffged upon a threatening letter frwn the Go¬ 
vernor that he would fetch him by force.” 

The pardon which had proved so nearly success¬ 
ful ju bringing the Bight Hand Caste from St. 
Hiome was as follows. 

“ A Cowle granted by Thomas Pilt, Esq., Go¬ 
vernor of I'ort St. George, and Council to the 
Bight Hand Caste. 

“ Whereas you deserted us hy reason of om' 
giving your streets to the Left Hand Caste, whu^ 
we have again returned to you ; and* whereas yo\I 
say wo have given a writing to them on' that 
account or any other, we say it is forged and 
false, if any such one be produced, fherefote 
you may depend upon thus Cowle, and re¬ 
turn to your duty, and enjoy your ancient 
privileges according to salabad ; giving this before 
the Great God above and Jesus Christ that we wiU 
ri^teously perform, and that 'none shall be pun¬ 
ished on tide account hereafter. Given under our 
hands and thh Hon’ble Company's seal in Fort ^t. 
George, this 22nd of Septon^r, y07.” 

The failure of thisjpardon seem*s to have driven 
Govemor Pitt frantic, if we may judge from the 

10 
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following extraordinaiy resoluticm, whidi he ar¬ 
rived at the following day. 

“ Wednesday, 2Ath. We finding no likelihood 
of putting an end to these troubles between the 
Castes, for that the insolenoy of the Pariahs daily 
increases, a particular instance of whi6h we had 
yesterday by their forcing the inhabitants to return, 
and imprisoning and abusing NaiTain. The Go¬ 
vernor pressed the attacking of St. 'Thome the 
26th at break of day (where they are harboured) 
and put as many of them as possible to the^sword, 
but no inhabitant of any Caste else; which )vas 
unanimously agreed to in Council, and prepara¬ 
tions immediately made accordingly ; resolving to 
march two hundred and fifty soldiers, two hundred 
talliars, and two hundred peons, as also eighteen 
hundred peons which the Left Hand Caste have 
raised since the troubles for their security ; and 
the Governor disposed matters to effect the same. 

“ fliursday, 23 th. The preparations being made 
forrfttacking our Pariahs in St. Thorne to-mon'ow 
morning, which alarmed several inhabitants, more 
especially Armenians, Moors, etc. who nightly 
importuned us to desist; for that many ill conse¬ 
quences would attend it, and that they were sure 
we could not effect our ends in cutting off the 
Pariahs, who would certainly fly into the countnr; 
Iresides our Pedda Naik who pressed us to delist 
from orrr intended enterprise ; saying that the new 
Govenror of St. Thomd would be there to night, 
with whom he ,was well acquaint^, and - could 
prevail with him to turn therp out of the torvn, or 
else he would be obliged to bring -the Govemw, 
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twenty ov thirty of their heads. So considerlhg 
the numerous importunities, we deferred our design 
two or three days to see whetjier milder means 
would oblige their return. 

“Wednesday, Ist October. The Governor ac¬ 
quainted the douncil that he observes the new Go- 
•vernorof St. Thome is weary of our mob, and 
seems to endeavour what he can to persuade them 
to return. Yesterday our people going in hopes 
to have brought them back, they then insisted 
upon vgning a paper amongst themselves, and 
thaj those we sent should join them ; which they 
rsfused, telling them they could not do it without 
the Governor’s leave ; the purport of which paper 
is that they may have leave to rebel when tliey 
please ; the translate of it is as follows. 

“ All the inhabitants of the Jiight H.md CSsto 
of Ghinnapatam have entered into an agreement in 
the presence of the llight Hand Caste of the 
country, viz. 

“ Whereas the Left Hand Caste have broke tb* s»Ua- 
bad by erecting Stones in our streets, upon which we 
deserted the piace, and are come hither ; siwee which 
the Gtovemor and Council have taken away the Stgnes, 
and given us their Cowle tliat ail shall be settled and 
go according to sallabad, which wo will unanimously 
endeavour to maintain; and notwithstandiu® should 
the Governor act contrary to his Cowle, or that 
thf Left H.aad Caste should tale upon them more 
than their duty, we jointly agree to stand by one another 
^r the saving our credit; and whoever of us" act con¬ 
trary to Which herein mentioned shall be tiuned out of 
the Caste, and the iniquities cdiall Ijght upon them as 
be&llssuch who sacrifices a cow, woman Bra^iin, and 
their mother before tb9 RR’er Ganges. Dated October 
Ish 1707.” 
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So upon our sJiewiug a detestation and ablior- 
rence to give leave to tlieir signing such a paper, 
it was laid aside; and, as the Governor is credibly 
informed, that that paper, as well as others we 
have received dining these troubles from the 
Right Hand Caste, were drawn up and'framed by 
that notorious miscreant Timapa, a fellow adapted' 
to all manner of villany, and always a great favour¬ 
ite and privy counsellor of Mr. Fraser, and a com¬ 
panion of his chief dubash.” 

“ Tlie heads of the Castes and mob which de¬ 
serted us, having accepted of our pardon the ilSnd 
last month, and still every day starting new de¬ 
mands, and refuse to return, we unanimously 
agreed this day to send to them our Moolla and 
Brahmin, to demand of them their final ansa’cr, 
whether they would return upon our pardon or not, 
and if not to demand it of them, 
r “ Thursday, 2nd The Moolla and Bralimiu 
returning last night from St. Thome, acquainted 
usd hat according to our order they had demanded 
our pardon given our inhabitants that are fled 
there ; who have refused to return it, promising 
that they would come back to-day, but that it was 
not a good day; but to-monow or next day they 
would not fail, if those of their Caste here came to 
meet them. At last, as will be seen by the fol¬ 
lowing entry, the refractory Bight Hands were 
induced to return. 

“ Saturday, 4th. This evening about seven 
o’clock the Governor of St. Thomd, being a Oentoo 
and of the same Caste Ihr t deserted us, came with 
our jicoplc that went hcnc-e this morning, and' 
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brought back all the deserters. The heads aji- 
peared before the Governor and were dismissed to 
their habitations, with assurances that their pardon 
should be kept inviolable. 

" Mond^', 6th. Mnttombee, the Gbvemor of St. 
Thomd, having to all appearance taken a great 
'deal of pains to cfl'ect the returning of those that 
deseided ;—it is therefore agreed that the following 
present be made him ; the amount of which, in a 
seasonable time, to be paid the Company by the 
Right Hand Caste. 

“ gchrlet 1 piece... Aurora, 1 piece... Ordinary Red, 1 

[piece. 

Oj*eon 1 piece... Looking Olaesee... Swords 4. 

1 Pail* Pistols. (i Pair Spectacles. Knives and jien- 

1 jnece of Serge. [knives. 

“ The deserters or rebels returning the 4tlf at 
night, who for some time refused to accept our 
pardon, or any proposals but what should be made 
by Mr. Fraser; for which reasons therein he was 
confined ; after which they never so much as^men- 
tioned his name, so that none ciin believe but that 
they moved by his direction ; but being ’returned 
again, agreed that Ins confinement be taken off, 
and he set at liberty; when the Captain of the 
Guard was sent for, and the Governor acquainted 
him thereuBth.” 

\ fortnight’s quiet passed away, and the storm 
having subsided, we find the following entries. 

“ Monday, 2Uth. The Washermen that desert¬ 
ed upon the late dispute betwemi their Castes, 
who on their return fijsely declared that they were 
forced away by the heads of their Caste, who had 
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oomtiined with tlic BoHjawarr; besides they com- 
jilained of great injustices tiiat tlicy had received 
from the heads ot their Caste, and desired they 
may have other four heads ; and they would not 
only pay what the Washers pay, but also sign a“ 
pajwr tiuit they would not desert again*on any pre¬ 
tence whatever. Upon which they presented fonr 
licads of their own clioosiug, which »ve approved 
of and tashcrift tlieui when the whole body signed 
the paper as agreed on. 

“ Tuesday, 31st. The ollicer at Bridge Gate 
bringing in this morning to the Governor a Qajan 
letter that he found hung upon a ))ost near the 
Gate, which when tramslated seemed to be from a 
body of the Bight Hand Caste; the purport of 
which was to disown the villany which had been 
ildnc in i.he name of their Caste, and charging the 
contrivers of it to be Narraiu, Serapa, Tiinapa, 

^ Sunka Kama, and Andcc Chitty ; upon which we 
sent for tlie five jiersons before mentioned, to whom 
our jlrahmiu reail the letter, which as we expect¬ 
ed they disowned knowing anything of it. So wc 
agree;! Hint they live should go to the Bagoda 
wiA our Brahmin, and there send for the heads of 
alt thdSr Castes, to whom they should read the 
letter, and find out if possible the truth and 
author of it. But in the evening the. five persons 
with the Brahmin returned, and acquainted*tho 
tiovernor that they had all been at the Pagoda, 
where the letter was read to their Caste, who 
disowned they jtnew anything of it. 

“ Wednesday, 22nd. 3.’hig morning was brought 
in four papers that were fixed on the otitside of 
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the bustions of the imvard Fort; the purport Pf 
which being full of the most opprobious language 
against the Governor; ehargitjg him to be the 
author of the Cajan letter read yesterday. The 
authors of which we doubtless the live persons, 
Narrain, cte., who we in our consciences believe 
avere the sole contrivers of the late rebellion, and 
are not a little nettled in fearing that that villany 
will in a little time be proved upon them. 

“ Thursday, 30th. The Governor produces a 
paper in the Geidoo language signed by President 
Baker, Agent Greenhill, and Mr. Gurney, dated 
ino fhe year lli53,* for composing differences 
amongst the lliglil and Loft Hand Castes ; which 
he had from the latter, and doubtless the other 
hail the same ; by which it appears that the Go¬ 
vernor and Council now acted as they did theft ; 
the translate of which is as follows. 

“ In Fort St. George belonging to the llight 
Honorable English Company, before the Honora-* 
ble President Baker, agent Greenhill, and Mr. 
Gurney, were jircsent Connaree Ohitty, and 
Sheshadree Naik, inhabitants of Chinn'npntain. 
'Tliere having of late been several differences and 
disputes between the Castes about their streets, 
which this day is settled ; and in case it be not 
observed by each Caste in regard to their Wed¬ 
dings and Burials, the first breaker of it shall for¬ 
feit a thousand dollars. 


* This reference is worthy of especial notice. It 
refers to a period within thirteen years of the founda¬ 
tion of St. GeOiije,^ and of which no rcr orris .are 
jii'eserr'ed in the Madr as Uooord Ofliee. The earliest 
rireord in Madras bears dale 1070. 
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The Bight Ilaud Castes are to reside in the 
jmrticuliir streets appointed for them, where are 
to live or come none of the Left Hand Caste; and 
the same with the Left Hand Caste, where are to 
be none of the Bight Hand Caste. 

“ The Great street from before the Fort as far 
os Taggapa Chitty’s Garden, and all the streets to. 
the westward of that street, are allotted to the 
Bight Hand Caste; and the Great street from Mr. 
Porter’s reaching to Malley Caijun’s old Pagoda, 
with the New street (bemg two streets) are allot- 
led to the Left Hand Caste. 

“ The Market street opposite to the Choultry,as 
far as the Committee’s sliops, is appointed to the 
Right Hand Caste ; and as far as the Chitties 
shops in the same street to the Left Hand Caste; 
whbre either Caste may pass with their Weddings 
or Burials; and if either of the Castes act contrary 
to this Agreement shall pay one thousand dollars. 

' “ The Patlnawars and Carialwars are to pass 
with their Weddings and Burials from the Wk 
side of Mr. Porter’s house to the middle of the 
Quarter»Porter’s house, and so to proceed to the 
Portuguese Church; they may likewise go througdi 
the Great street. 

“ Before the Fort is free for alt. 

“ Sheshadroe Chitty is mediator to each Caste, 
llis servants, noi' the Company’s servants hnd 
painters, cannot pass these streets. . Dated Noveui' 
her 6th, 1653. 

“ Signed by 

Ai^TOU Bak*er. Cannaree Cl«tty. 

Henry Greenhill. Sheshadree Naik.” 

William Gurney. 
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We have thus reprcxluced in full the more, in¬ 
teresting papers connected with this remarkable 
dispute between the llight and Left Hands. 
There are however other entries, far too lengthy 
to be extracted here, from wfiich we gather that 
the dispute was aggravated by other cireumslunres, 
.which were not permitted to rise to the surface. 
In the first instance there had undoi^btedly been 
a fierce (juarrel between the two Hands about the 
streets in which each Hand might celebrate its 
Weddings and Burials. But about tliis time a edin- 
raerciarrivalry arose. The Merchants belonging to 
thp flight Hand had generally purchased the Com¬ 
pany’s goods exported from JCngland ; but now 
the Merchants of the Ijeft Hand contrived to out- 
bidd'hem. As the llight Hand was said to he 
favoured by Mr. Fraser, so the Left Hand was 
evidently favoured by G^ernor Pitt. The viru¬ 
lence of the hatred between Governor Pitt and 
Mr. Fraser seems to imply something more than a* 
mere difierence of opinion as regards the mode of 
mediating between the two Hands. ThtA Mr. 
Fraser was the champion of the Eigjit Hand 
is sufficiently proved by what has gone be¬ 
fore. That Governor I’itt was the champion 
of the Left Hand seems also proved by a Pe¬ 
tition presented by the Ijeft Hand alter tlie 
reUlm of their enemies to Madras. We are sor¬ 
ry that this Petition should be far too long 
to be rcproducd3 in these columns; but a carefid 
perusal of it has strongly impressed us with the 
idea that though it may have befin presented by 
he Left Hand it wSa LrigiimUy from Ihe pen 

11 
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of. Mr. ritt. It recapitulates at very great length 
the ■whole history of the disputes, and employs 
exactly the language and style which Mr. Pitt 
would himself have used to clear himself before 
the (lourt of Directors ; and it contains a petition 
that the Left Hand might be permitted to leave 
Madras peaceably at the end of six immths, and, 
seek for employment elsewhere ; and that a notice 
of their intciition of doing so might be made pub¬ 
lic, so that they might have the opi)ortunity of 
paying up every debt they owed before leaving 
the town ! 

In December matters were restored to tranipiil- 
lity ; and during the following year a final ar¬ 
rangement was made between the two Hands for 
removing into .separate streets. Hut the quarrel 
between Governor Pitt and Mr. Fraser con¬ 
tinued to be as virulent as ever. Mr. Pitt 
drew up eight charges against the latter, with 
• which however the reader is generally ac¬ 
quainted ; but wo make the following ex- 
traet'for the sake of its style. “ That it is well 
known Ijy most upon the place, as also by wbat 
appears upon the Consultation Hooks, that he 
(Mr. Fraser) bus ever been found a person of a 
factious and turbulent temper ; and though weak 
in contriving, yet industrious in promoting mis¬ 
chief and confusio,! ; of n capacity unfit for‘any 
business or advice ; impatient of peace, and only 
jileascd when factions run high; wherein he has al¬ 
ways made one to the great prejudice of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs; during the time of our presentGover- 
nor always herding and suditig with such persons 
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as are under the frowns of the Goveriitncnt let thiir 
crimes be ever so black ; and at the beginning of 
these troubles it was observed he was very inti¬ 
mate with his old acquaintance Timapa, a pro- 
iligate and wicked wretch, but a bird of the same 
feather, nStovious for mischief, and one of the 
•chief contrivers of the rebellion.” 

hfr. Fraser was promised a copy of the whole 
of the charges, but notwithstanding his repeated 
ajqdkations, he could not get one till just before 
the sliijM wen; about to sail for England, and then 
it w^s only signed by the Chief Sccrelary. Ai‘- 
eoTdingly he wrote a short ))rotest couched in tole¬ 
rably dcccuf terms, but which led to the follow¬ 
ing (uitry in the Consultation Eook. 

“ Saturday, Cth December. F'rascr this inoyn- 
ing sending an impudent and saucy paper to the Co- 
veruor and Comicil, it was agreed that it should 
be ilclivcrcd to the Marshall to be b^irued under* 
Callows, which wa.s accordingly done.” 

In our last chapter we recorded the oj)inibn*of 
the Court of Directors upon the conduct of Mr. 
Fraser ; and we here extract from the same Ge¬ 
neral Letter, a copy of their judgment upon the 
quarrel between the two Hands. After some re¬ 
marks on the investments, the Court wrote as 
follSws ; 

“ This naturally leads us to the many and long 
paragraphs in your letters relating to the diiferences 
between the Right and Left Hand ^lastes ; because 
the heads of them arc Jhc,men by whom yqu make 
four investments; and without entering into a 
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pM'ticular detail of the matter, we say iu gehcral, 
that the generality of men in all countries are na¬ 
turally disposed to be at ease and live peaceably, 
if they have a quiet possession of liberty and pro¬ 
perty ; and the most turbulent spirits will in a good 
measure lie still unless they have a specious handle 
given them on account of hardships done or, 
offered to be done them. Nor does it appear pro¬ 
bable to us that cither of the two Castes would 
have ventured to fly in the face of Government, 
which is or should be power, without a real or ap¬ 
prehended grent jjrovocation ; nor can we think 
that the llight Hand Caste would have cafrjpd 
things to that cstnunity on the singk quarrel of 
the Left Hand (faste making a wedding in their 
own streets. It seems to >is that the seeds of dis- 
coiid lay deeper, and that things growfing ripe for 
a rupture, this handle was taken to begin the 
quaiTcl and set fire to the fuel that was before 
qireparing for, it. We should have esteemed it a 
praiseworthy management in our President and 
Couneil to have foreseen and prevented this muti¬ 
nous di^osition before it broke.out, or at least to 
have quenched it when it first began to flame. 

“ Nothing more docs better bespe.ak the abflify 
and diligence of Governors than keeping their sub¬ 
jects and dependents in quiet; and they can never 
do that without an'impartial administration of ^ts- 
1 ice to all under them ; for whether they them- 
sehes, or others by their authority or connivance, 
oppress or injure the subject, it comes to all one 
in the upshot ; that is to say, first the people se¬ 
cretly murmur and complhinj then they break out _ 
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into more open reproaches, and at last into down 
right mutinies and rebellions ; and this seems to 
us to be the true reason why those scurrilous 
papers were fastened upon the Stones set up, and 
afterwards on the walls of the town ; whereas the 
Wise Munis remark will be found to be eternally 
jtrue, “ That the Throne can only be established 
in righteousness.” 

“ It was very surprising to us to read that so 
many of the handicrafts, and other useful hatuls, 
went away on this qjjarrel; and gave us but ordi¬ 
nary apprehensions of the conduct of the then ad¬ 
ministration. Surely they were too valuable to 
be jjarted with without the last extremity. All 
nations and times have agreed in this, that useful 
people are the riches as well as the strength qf a 
city or country ; and although we readily agree 
that neither the one or the other Caste are over 
honest, or will scruple laying hold qf any handle* 
for their owm beneftt; yet i* seems plain to us 
there must be something more than ordinarjsat 
the bottom, that should make the Right Hand 
Castes go away in general in a body, and tie heads 
of them consent to be at the charge of maintain¬ 
ing the handicrafts people^^at St. Thome'. 

“ On the w'hole matter we heartily recopmmen 
to 5'ou all to endeavour in your’stations to reventd 
such like quarrels in future ; and to that ned^to 
take care the established ancient privileges of both 
Castes be preserved to them, and^the like to all 
other the inhabitants qand that all of them have the 
.free possession of their liocrty and property ; that 
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jiAtice be administered equally and impartially, 
and no real cause given of discontent; and then 
if you find any makebates that would be putting 
the people in a ferment, make them public ex¬ 
amples as their faults deserve, and remember in 
siieh cases “ too much pity spoils a city.” 
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CHAPTER XXir. 

tiOrBllNOKSUIP OP MB. THOMAS I’lTT. 

1708—9. 

XliK Governorship of Mr. Pitt, wliich extended 
over thij unusually long period of eleven years, 
wiis^suddcnly brought to a elose in 1709. The 
later years of his government are distinguished 
by events which emphatically belong to the his¬ 
tory of the British rule in India. Hitherto the 
English Governors had only carried on their com¬ 
munications with the Nabobs in their neighbour¬ 
hood, but circumstaucos now brought them into 
more immediate communication with the Great 
Mogul. During the later years of the reign of 
Auruiigzebe the Governor of Madras lm(i,b(jcii 
brought into communication with the Grand Vizier 
Assad Khan, and with his son Zuliikar Kliab. After 
the-death of Anrungzebe, circumstances, as we 
shall presently see, brought Mr. Pitt into direct 
communication with the ’ new Emperor himself, 
Shah Aulum, known in Mahomedan history under 
the*title of Baliadur Shah. 

Before how'ever noticing these events, we Ijy 
before our readers the following extracts illus¬ 
trative of the internal state of Mg^ros. The first 
is a copy of agreement bgjwcen the Right and IjcU 
,Hand Castes, dated 14th January, 1708, which 
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appears to kave settled for awhile the dispute be¬ 
tween the two. 

“ Whereas there ^has lately been diffei^nces in the 
Streets between both parties occasioned by a wedding 
going in procession in the Pedda Naik's Pettah ; and it 
being brought before your Honour, who 4^rdered us to 
chose out twelve Heads of each Caste to meet in the 
Qentoo Pagocia, and make matters up, and then roporh 
what done to your Honour. (Names of the twelve Heads 
of each Caste omitted). Those twenty-four agreed and 
ooufu*med as foUow’s. 

‘‘The Left Hand Caste co-liabiiiug in several streets 
that belong to the llight iiaiid in the Pe<lda Naik’s Pet¬ 
tah, BO that they cannot safely make their weddKigs ; 
therefore from this day all the Left Hand tliat live in 
the Pedda N/tik's Poltah, shall have the following 
streete to live and make their weddings, viz. Plustward 
of Kccombre Shcraloo Pagoda, as you go in the back 
sitk) comer street of Vencata Namapa’s stone Choultay, 
and go from that place along the Southward Street as 
far as the well before Gnlla Annitches house, where be¬ 
dsides the South Street there is another North Street os 
you come frotfi llrahmui Appeiia’s Oordeu w'hioh joins 
to the Well; and from the well weatwani as far as 
Dfilu&h Huggana’s house; thence as you go northwani 
of Nautowary Pillary Pagoda as fju* «« Mr. Empsoji’s 
Garden f in which streets the Left Hand Castes shall 
live and make their weddings. But if the aforesaul 
streets are not enough to hold them all, some of those 
houses that lie to the w'CBtwar<l whicli belong to the 
KigUt Hand, vre will supply them with ; and in cose 
those are not cnoiigh too, we will find some h<m8o\out 
either of the ciist, north, or south ; and Eocombre 
fiheral(K)"B Pago<la, and Vencata Naiiiapa’s Choultry, 
Mliall belong to both Castes. And the Left Hmid shall 
carry their dead towards the westward of Bangana 
Kama’s Garden Street. Those of the llight Hand that 
were living in the abovesaidr^tre^stashallnow change with 
the Left Hand that did inhabit the llight Hand streeb 



008-6.1 


HISTORY OP MADRAS, 


89 


Aud heocefonvaid Ure there. Both parties having ttois 
agreed, we shall beep <mr Oisteins aiul weddings in our 
own streets. The Left Hand shall not buy those gar¬ 
dens to the westward of the street that fronts Mr. Emp- 
Hon’s garden, without the owner’s consent, nor shall the 
liight Hand build any houses there. If any of the 
CVstes act <!ontrary to this agreement, shall be fined 
twelve thousand Pagodas to the Hon'ble Company, and 
receive punishment according to the custom of their 
Caste. To this we both agree and confirm. All the 
eastward from Nantowarry Pillary Pagoda shall belong 
to the Bight Hand: all the westward to the Left 
Hand.”* 

The iollowing enrioiis account of the knaveries 
of ttte Madras boatmen, and the strong measures 
takenln consequence, will he found veiy illustra¬ 
tive of the character of the times. 

“ Tuesday, 2(jth. Thq Governor tliis moniiug 
summoned this Council to acquaint them, that j&st 
then the i’edda Naik informed him that lie dis¬ 
covered a villainy in the Boatmen, in opening the ^ 
Company’s bales sent on board tile Duchess j 
wliich he hearing of in the night immediptqly 
secured the head Boatmen and two Peons, at the 
watching places by the sea side, on whom He found 
tvvo pieces of middling longelotli. The Governor 
immediately sent for the Conieopoiy of the Godown 
to enquire what peons were sent oft’ in the boats, 
that day they loaded fifteen boats ; which to his 
greJt sm’prise he told him no Peons at all; though 
often at the Council Board he ordered that qo 
goods of tlie Company’s should go off or come 

* This agreement waawecapltulated and eonSl'med on 
Abe 23rd June, 1708. 
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ailiorc without Peons in the boats ; and the same 
lie had often ordered the -Conicopoly w'hen with 
iiiin, and twice or thrice thrashed him himself when 
that be found he neglected it. 

“ The Chief of the boatmen were before us 
when the Pedda Naik charged tlicifi with the 
knowledge of this vilUiiiiy, and hi-ought one of tlieir 
servants to their face to prove it; who did not 
only do that, but scut some of his people with 
their servant to one of the Chiefs houses, and 
found four pieces of Bettelees buried undevground. 
Upon which orders were given to apprehen^l all 
the Boatmen that were ashore, and those that 
■were gone off in boats when they retume(f; and 
as soon ns the Governor was informed of it, and 
knowing four boats were gone off this morning 
wftli bales, he sent for Captain llaymond, whom 
he desired to write to his Mate to search the four 
boats as soon as come on board, to see whether 
they had not played the same tricks with those 
bije^. IVlien some of those boats off returned 
near the surf, tlieir associates in this villany made 
them s6me private sign, so that they rctume<l 
again as far its the Paddy boats, and there consult- 
e<l one another; from which we apprehended they 
would run away to the northward or southward. 
So presently sent _ two boats with the Vizagapa- 
tam boatmen with soldiers to prevent it; which 
a? soon as they discovered, ten boats run away 

^ Wo wonder what would be said now if a Governor 
<il Mailras gravely recorded in the Consultation Book, 
that he tiad more than onceethxashed a Couieopoly with 
his own band for neglect of duty. 
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to the southward; upon which the Oovemar 
ordered tlie Gunner to fire shot from the 
Battery and siiik them if possible ; several of 
which fell veiy near, but had nflt the good luck 
to do exccutionf ; and the ship observing it sent 
their Pinnace, who cut oft'the flight of four and 
brought them back, but the other six got to St. 
I’homd, whither the Govenunent sent Peons with 
our Brahmin to secure them as they caino ashore 
and bring them hitherto ; which, if the Governor 
refused, to charge them with them ; both which 
they (tht St. Thonid* authorities) refiiscd ; upon 
whi(fli it W'as thought fit to fetch them with a 
Company of soldiers ; but upon consideration, we 
then heard the Nabob was at Conjoveram and 
expected every day at St. Thome, we desisted, be¬ 
lieving the cousetpience would bo embroiling tjic 
Company’s affairs for the present. Upon which 
it was agreed to write the Nabob a letter, and 
another to the Governor of St. 'Ihpmc, who is 
now at Poonamallee ; and if we have not imme¬ 
diate redress, then to apply ourselves to other 
courses to procure it. 

“ Wednesday, 21st. This morning (he Go¬ 
vernor severely punished all the sea side Peons, 
and we ordered the two Peons that were taken 
with the pieces of cloth to be whipped round the 
t(uv»i, and to-morrow moriung tto be put in the 
Pillory with cars nailed thereto, and at twelve 
o’clock at 40011 to be cut off. 

“ Though we are apprehensive that these vil- 

. - — - — ■ ■ - - - --m” - 

f From this and otlie^ allusions, OoTemor Uitt doe* 
to have been very fond of the natlvea. 
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laius have stole out of the bales on board tlw: 
Duchess to a great amount, and that we cannot 
come at the certainty without uidoading the ship, 
which will not oniy augment the demurrage, but 
lose so much time as may endanger her passage. 
Upon wliich consideration we have resqlved to dis¬ 
patch the ship, and to tak*an obligation from the 
Warehouse and Sea gate Concopolies, sea side 
Peons, and Boatmen, to pay what shall be found 
wanting when opened in the Company’s Ware¬ 
houses in England.” 

The following little piece of Irorsedealing on the 
part of Governor Pitt, appears to be rather u 
doubtful transaction. The Nabob was at this time 
at St. Thome. 

“ Tuesday, ICth February. The Nabob being 
very pressing for a Persia horse of the Governor’s 
for which he has Imcn often offered 450 Pagodas ; 
but the Nabob being willing to give no more than 
400, it is .agreed the Company allows the 50 
Pagodas.” 

•Mr. Pitt’s quarrels were about this time very 
much oji the increase. Mr. Frederick, member of 
Council, incurred his wrath, from the followiiig 
circumstance. Captain Seaton luul been cashiered 
for marching his troops over some cloths. Mr. Pitt 
subsequently nominated a Mr. Roaeh to the vacant 
commission. Mr.' Frederick, who had married a 
daughter-in-law of Captain Seaton, objeeted to the 
appointment on the ground that Mr.*Boach had 
been in France without leave, and was subject to 
certain penalties. Thereupon Mr. Pitt made a 
rather warm entry in the^ consultation book, in 
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which he upheld the character of Mr. Uoacli, afld 
thus commented on the objection of Mr. Frederick. 

“ We cannot but think it a severe reflection on us, 
the Governor and Council here, that we should 
not be thought by Mr. Frederick to be better 
judges of those matteq||tban himself; and that ho 
should be the only pOTon amongst us that is fit 
lo judge of men and their capacity, when it is no¬ 
toriously known by all in this, place, that profound 
ignorance and pride are his only <pinlifications.” 

We have now to namite the progress of events 
•which bVouglit Mr. Pitt into more immediate com- 
muification with the Great Mogul. Aurungzebe 
expired in the camp at Ahmeduuggar on the 21st 
of Fcbmaiy, 1707. lie leit behind him three 
sons, viz. Moazzim, better known as Shah 
Aulum, who was Governor of Cabul; Azim Slitih, 
who was Subahdar of Ouzerat; and Kam Buksh, 
who was Governor of Bijapoor. By his will he 
recommended that Shah Auhun shoald be recog¬ 
nised ns Kmperor, but that he and Azim Shah 
should divide the empire ; Shah Aulum taking {lie 
northern and eastern provinces, with Delhi for his 
capital; and Azim Shah taking all the country to 
the south and south-west, including all the Dekkan 
excepting Oolconda and Bijapoor. These last 
mentioned kingdoms were assigned to Kam Buksh. 

The decease of Aurnngzebe 'was followed by a 
war between his sons. The moment the second 
son Azim Shah heard the news of his father’s 
death, he had hurried to the camp at Ahmednuggar, 
and was immediately proclaimed ‘Emperoj: of all 
India in perfect disregard to the will of Aurung- 
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zAe. Meantime Shah Aulum had assumed the 
imperial crown at Cabul. Aaim Shah marched 
again.st him, and a bloody battle ensued in the 
neighliourhood of Agra, in which Azim was 
slain.' 

Shah Anlnm was now j!J||fed by Zulftkar Khan, 
and Assad Khan ; both of whom, as we have seen, 
are frequently mentioned in the records connected 
with the later years of Aunmgzebe; Znlfilcav Khan 
as commandcr-in-chief of the army against the 
Mahrattas, and as predecessor of Dawood Klian 
in tlie Nabobsliip of tlie Carnatic; aiuf Assad 
Khan, as fntlicr of Zulfikar Khan, and Grand \1zier 
of Aurungzebe. Another contest still remained. Kam 
liuksh was not Contented with Golconda and Bija- 
poor, bat aspired after the imperial throne. Shah 
.\ilinm attempted to win him over by concessions 
but in vain. At last Shah Aulum marched an army 
into the Bckkan to oppose him. After a consi- 
‘dcrablc delay a battle took place near Hyderabad 
in Bebruaiy, at which Kam Buksh was 

mortally wounded. 

In 1103, when Shah Aulum was anticipating a 
conflict with his younger brother Kam Buksh in the 

* Klpbiustnnc dates tins b.vttlc in June 1707. 

T Klphinatono says the battle took place in February 
1708, but it must have taken place in January IjJOO, 
or rather in January 1708-9. Tlie exact date we arc 
enabled to give from the records. It is very proKablo 
that the previous date of the defeat of Assim Shah, is 
fi.\ed a year too early ; and indeed Mr. Elphinstone ap- 
pe.arE from the records to have confounded the old and 
new styles. In the pre8ont,pu\iUcation we have invari¬ 
ably given the new style for the sake of clearness. 
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Dekkan, tlie Steward -of Jiis liouseliold dispatche(>a 
letter to tlje Governor of Fort St. George, “ pro¬ 
fessing ^at kindness and tendering his service in 
any affair.” The reason for tins advance is obvi¬ 
ous. Kam Bnksh was then in command of the 
Dekkaii, aad the contj^oed allegiance of the Eng- 
jish might prove of importance to Shah Aulum. 
iJjovcriior Pitt determined to take every advantage 
of the crisfe to secure a better nnderstaudiug with 
the Mogul’s Government. Accordingly he wrote 
an answer to the Itoyal Steward, re(|uesting that 
Shah Aidum would be pleased to confirm the privi¬ 
leges granted the English by his father Auruiigzebe. 
The progress of afl'airs can now be best explained 
by the following extracts frofll the (lonsultations. 

“ Saturday, 31 st July, 1703. This evening at 
four o’clock the Govenior summoned the Gouneil, 
and most of the Company’s servants, with the 
chiefest of the European inhabitants, to accom¬ 
pany him to the garden, where he was met by idl* 
the Armenians, Persiaus, Moguls, Patans, and 
Head Merchant Gentoo inhabitants of this fildhe, 
there to receive a Ilusbulhookura from K gig Shah 
Aulum to the Government here, procured by Zoo- 
<lee Khan, Lord High Steward of said King’s 
household, which was received with ail ceremonies 
usual on sucli an occasion, by firing of great gims, 
etc.* 

“ Saturday, 7 th August. The purport of the 
Ilusbulhookura from Shah Aulum seems to invite 
us to make our addresses to the King for a confir¬ 
mation of our privileges; which o^ortunity we re¬ 
volving to take hold oT, 'bfelieving we shall aceom- 
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|)Ksh it for a much less Jft the Company, than if 
wc defer it till the contests between - thj brothers 
.nre over; wherefore it is n^eed that tlie Governor 
draws ont a petition to the King, a lijtfer to the 
Grand Vizier, and another to Zoodee 'dChan, and 
lay them before the Council for their adt<ice therein. 

“ Zoodee Khan’s Lady O^y whose llusbund’? 
menus th(! Husbulhookiun was sent us) living stilj 
at St. Thome, to whom it is agreed to send a ])re- 
sent of Persia fnut, rosewater, ete. and some fdla- 
grcc work of Manilla, w'ith a piece of Persia c'.otli 
of gold, all to the value of 120 or 130 I’agodas, 
or thereabouts.” ‘ 

The llusbnlhookum was said to be from Khan 
Khanau Bahadur the *G rand Vizier; but thij, real 
Vizier at this time was Monaim Klum. Klmii 
Khanau merely signifies “ Khan of Khans.” 

“Prom Khan Khanan, Bahadur Zephir Jung, 
Grand Vizier. 

“ The Governor of Chinnapatanam may depend 
upon his Majesty’s Eoyal Favour. 

The good and faithful seiwices you have done 
his Mi^esty’s subjects has been represented to 
1dm by some of his Chief Ministers of State, 
upon Whose recommendation of your i^erils, 
a mark of his favour to you, he has order¬ 
ed this Hosbulhookum to be sent you to certify 
the same ; not dofibting but your deportment 'will 
continue to be such as to increase in fame and 
reputation ; and according as you observe this 
llusbulhookum^ou may ejEpect further mai’ks of 
his Mi^sty's gmee and countenance. Dated June 
Ist. lleceived July 81st, f708. 
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“ Friday, 13th Au^i;- The Governor lays 
before the Council this day for their opinion and 
advice, aJ.’etition he had drawn up to King ’ Shah 
Auluin, a I/etter to the Grand Vizier, a letter to 
Zulfikar Khan, and another to Zoodee Khan ; 
which were‘all read, and %reed to bo put in the 
llersian language, and to be dispatched with all 
expedition, tliat so they may arrive before the King 
comes to Golconda.” 

Petition to the King Shah Aulum. 

, “ Goa grant the great King Shah Aulum may 
live fpr ever, is the hearty Prayers of the Governor 
of Chinnapatam, and of all the English Nation in 
ymu- Majesty’s Dominion, who have been here lately 
blessed with your Majesty’s most' Gracious and 
Iloyal llusbidhookum; and for your Majesty’s 
commands therein, they shall always be kept a*s 
sacred ns they were in the time of your Mgjcsty’s 
Iloyal Predecessors, who were pleased to bestow 
then' Eoyal favours on us in granting us several 
Privileges to encouragd us in our trade; for a cfixtf 
firraationbf which we humbly PetitionyourMa- 
,je3ty to grant us your royal Firmaun, will! what 
additional favours your Mgjesty in your Eoyal 
Wisdom shall think fit; which we shall not only 
record in our books but in ' our hearts also ; anil 
as in duty bound shall ever pray fijr your Ma¬ 
jesty’s tong and prosperous reign, and that you 
may be always so victorious as to lay your feet, 
on the neck of your enemies.” 

“ To his Highness Khan Khan^, Bahawdee 
Zephir Jung Grand Viiijjer, 

■ “Your Highnesses noble qualifications and 
13 
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virtues being known to all the world, which in-. 
crease by your daily giving instances of your jus¬ 
tice and mercy, apd particularly your faypurs and 
protection which you so liberally bestow on all 
strangers in your King’s dominions j of which we 
here have a late instuuoa in receiving the blessing 
of his Majesty’s royal Hosbulhookum which we 
must attribute to your Highness’s favour and great 
care of us ; for wliich we return our most hum¬ 
ble thanks ; and hmnbly request that as we now 
send our Petition to the great King Shn\i Aulum, 
humbly desiring his royall'irinaun for a confirmation 
of our privileges according to Salhibad throughout 
his domiuions; that your Highness would be pleas¬ 
ed to couutenatibe and assist us in procuring, the 
same; for whicli you shall not only find us gratefid 
bht dutiful; and shall always pray for your High¬ 
ness’s health and prosperity, and for ever to be 
blessed with the favour of your great king.” 

“ To Zuffikar Khan, etc. 

“ The many obligations we lie under to your 
Hi^mess are never to be forgotten, being rivetted 
iu ourunemorics as well as recorded in our books ; 
which we should have often aeknow ledged, but 
prevented by the great distance and troubles of 
the country ; yet nevertheless we never failed to 
enquire after your Highness’s health, which God 
conlinue. 

“ Your Highness is well acqiminted with the 
privileges onr nation enjoyed in the reign of 
the great Aurungzebe of blessed memory; 
which, wc are endeavouring to get confirmed 
by a royal Firmaun froiS the great King Shah 
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AiJum; tliat we and our trade may go on fti 
all parts according to Sallabad; to effect which 
we humbly petition that your Highness will con¬ 
tinue your constant favours to us in speaking in our 
behalves as an opportunity presents, for which we 
shall be aWays gratefid, and pray for your High¬ 
ness’s health and prosperity.” 

“ To his Excellency Zoodee Khan Lord High 
Steward of the King’s Household. 

“ It is your noble and generous mind that have 
drawn tljis trouble of our application to you; and 
ns I wrote you in my last Letter, which I delivered 
Aga l^lakeem, I now send our humble Petition to 
the King, and Address to the Grand Vizier; copies 
of which I here enclose to Your Excellency; hum¬ 
bly requesting that you will favour us with the 
management thereof. 

“ We arc not ignorant of what should accom¬ 
pany such Petitions and Addresses ; but the ha¬ 
zards and troubles in the way prevent ns from per¬ 
forming that part at present; in which 1 humbly 
desire your Excelkncy’s advice and direction da to< 
what would be acceptable to his Majesty, thq Grand 
Vizier, and such others where you think it is 
necessary ; and we shall endeavour to procure it 
if possible. 

YiSur Excellency will see that wo desire a 
Pii-maun to confirm our privileges according to 
Sallabad in all his dominions; unless his Majesty 
shall, out of his Iloyal bounty, bestow some new 
favours on us. Your Excellency cannot but know 
that Miliapore (St. Thomd) is a trotfblesome neigh¬ 
bourhood to us, crentii% always disputes and qunr- 
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rtls, of little advantage to the king nor will it ever 
be more; which could we Obtain, and the town of 
Trivatore on the other side of *us, it would make 
IIS easy, and increase the riches of the king's 
country. 

“ And’whereas the goods wc import are general¬ 
ly cai'ried to the capital cities of Golconda and 
Bijapoor, etc., which trade we should much increase 
if there was no custom paid upon them between 
this place and those cities; and that the Mettas 
about us, which of late years have been increased 
to the plague and ruin of trade, were laiJl aside ; 
which only find employs for some little pebple, 
who destroy trade by their vexation and extortion, 
and in the main very much lessen the King’s re¬ 
venue. 

And we humbly desire that you woidd get it 
inserted in a Pirmaun, that whenever we are so 
unfortunate as to lose any ship in any part of his 
Majesty’s dominions,we shallhave the liberty to pre¬ 
serve what we can of the wreck, without any mo- 
,le«tai.ion from the Governmentwhich is not only 
practised throughout the world, but the inhabitants 
are generally commanded to assist therein. For 
it is a great hardship that, after the great risk that 
our people have run of their lives, they shall not 
be at liberty to save what they can of their estates. 
We must own witji great thankfidness that this 
justices have been granted us by fMmer pur- 
wannas from Khan Bahadur and the present Nabob; 
but ns it has been fomerly disputed it may again, 
which nothing but the King’s gracious grapt can 
prcTcnt. 
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“ We extremely want the King’s blessing and 
favouM to give new life to our trane; for since 
your Excellency went hence this place has lost 
nearly three lakhs of Pagodas by misfortunes and 
most by pirates ; so that it is become poor ; and 
nothing caft contribute to the retrieving our losses 
but God’s blessing, the King’s favour, and Tour 
Excellency’s continuance in assisting of us. 

“ Here are ships in a few days that will depait 
for Pegu, when we shall write the King what you 
advised jn your former letter, that an Ambassador 
was coming to him. Khan Bahadur ahvays showed 
hunself a friend to our nation ; whose favours we 
cannot but retain with gi'cat thankfulness; so have 
wrote him a letter which comes herewith, and a 
copy of it for your Excellency ; we leave it to your 
pleasure whether it shall be delivered him. 

“ If please God we are so fortunate as to be 
blessed with the King’s favour, as to obtain his 
lloyal Firmaun, we humbly entreat Your Excellen¬ 
cy to appoint some able person to see it so fully 
penned as that it may not admit of any dispute 
from Nabob’s and Governors, where the >sarae is 
to be executed. Our dependance is entirely on 
Your Excellency’s friendship, for which we shall be 
always full of our acknowledgments, and heartily 
wish Your Excellency and all your family health 
iuid prosperity.” 

The following extracts will explain themselves. 

“ Thursday, 19th August. There having come 
some people belonging to Zoodec Khan, our great 
friend at the King’s Court, to acquaint the 
governor that his*Li?dy’at St. T'home extremely 
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wanted raonej^ for her charges ; not being able to 
get bills upon her husband, nor could he remit 
any, by reason of <the great troubles in the way ; 
so desired of the Governor to lend BOO Pagodas 
for his account; who answered them that it was the 
Company’s positive orders to lend none of their 
money to any people whatever ; nor that their 
Governors nor any in their service should lend 
any money to any in the country Government, 
upon the penalty of being rlisearded their service ; 
but considering our dependence to procure a 
l'’irniauii is upon the friendship of the afore,said 
Ijady's husband, the Goveniment acquaints the 
Council that he promised to procure a merchant 
to, lend that money, if Aga Makccm, a merchant 
of this place, would give his bond for it, which he 
hacl done for 500 Pagodas to be repaid in four 
months without interest; which bond being now 
produced, it was agreed that the 5O0 Pagodas be 
on the Company’s accoimt and repaid the Govern- 
rngut out of the cash ; being a thing absolutely 
necessary at this time, though not to be drawn 
into a jfrecedent for the.future.” 

The following entries are in the Consultations 
of the same day j and arc worth presei’ving 
though they do not illustratfi the cuiTcnt historj'. 

“ 'I’hc Company having a sorrel Persian horse 
good for little, and there being some people about 
to buy him, it is agreed the Governor sells hi m 
for what he can get.” 

“ We having; lately more thefts and robberies 
coimuitled in this city, t^|an usual, and finding 
they daily increase, to prevent *which it is agreed 
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that all persons as soon as conyicted shall be 
punished by being wliipt at a cart through all the 
streets in Black Town, and afterwards lie in prison 
till an opportunity presents to send them to the 
M'est Coast, where they are to be the Company's 
slaves for«inety-nine years ; and this order to be 
published by setting it up on every Gate of the 
Black town. 

“ The Governor being advised from Pegu that 
a Conicopoly, one Ansapal, that went hence on 
one of the ships hither, had the impudence to 
counterfeit a letter to the king of that country, as 
if it came from the Governor here, and with it 
sent a present; for which he had an advantage¬ 
ous return in Elephants as usual ; so to prevent 
the pernicious consequences which attend such 
vile practices, the Govei-nor seized him ns sooij as 
he returned, and put him in prison, and intended 
to have punished him severely; but having been 
there a Eactor for several Merchants, of this place*' 
to whom he had not yet rendered any account, 
and it is thought he never would if he is disgraced 
by a punishment; it is therefore agreed that he 
be fined for his crime 200 Pagodas, to be paid into 
the Company’s cash, and give security he never 
more goes to Pegu.” 

In September this year, the Govcnnncnl of Port 
St. George was informed that the Nabob was 
about to proceed to join the King Shah Aulum at 
Golconda, and'aceortlingly a member of Council 
and the Seci'etary were sent to him with a present 
of about 200 Pagodas. In retmn the Nabob pre¬ 
sented the Company -wiA a Perwanna for the live 
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following towns, the names of wliich are spelt as 
follows. 

“ Trivetijre town itself. 

Vssalawada under Peruiubore. 

Simtunganda under Trivetore. 

ljunguTubaca (i Nungumbaukum) under Egmore^ 

Cuttoewauea under Trivetore.” , 

These Towns were valued at fifteen hundred" 
Pagodas. Subsequently the King’s Officers at St. 
Tlijjihe raised a clamour against this present of the 
King’s Itowns, and declared that their real value 
was as much as three thousand Pagodas upon 
which the Nabob ordered the King’s books to'be 
searched, and the real value to be laid before him. 
ProSB tite following entry it will be seen that the 
(little was hushed up in the Oriental fashion :— 
t* It^ js agreed that our Moolla and Brahmin return 
again to St. Thome with about two hundred Pago¬ 
das, which is ordered to be distributed amongst the - 
King’s Officers who keep the llecords in order to 
settle this matter.” 

Tire next extract is also interesting. 

‘‘Saturday, 16th October. We having large ex- 
jjerience that it is impossible for us to manage the 
income of villages, so as not to be imposed upon, 
and lose at least half the produce; to prevent 
which it is agreed this day to let or to rent 
the five villages, lately given the Company by 
the Nabob, for twelve years to _Colloway and 
Vinketty Chetties, at 1200 Pagodas per annum, 
tp commence from this day; who arq, obliged 
to repair.all tanks Iwlonging^ thereto, which have 
been let run to ruin, as customary, by those who 
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have been lately the renters of them ; and the 
.Secretary is ordered to draw out a lease for them.” 

Towards the end of the yea); another Husbul- 
hookum arrived from the King Shah Aulvuu, with 
answers penned in the usual oriental style from 
the Eoyal * Officers to the letters sent them by 
Ooveruor I’itt. It would be wearisome in the 
extreme to reproduce these compositions here. In 
return Governor Pitt engaged to fonvard the neces¬ 
sary presents to the King Shah Aulum pnd his 
principsl Officers ; and sent numerous fulsome 
letters to the various Ministers of State, all of 
wliich arc recorded at full length in the Consulta¬ 
tion. The following extracts from a letter to the 
Royal Steward will sufficiently illustrate the thne 
of the whole. 

“ To Sloodee Khan, Lord High Steward Cj^ jthc 
King Shah Aulum's household, January 6th, 1709. 

“ By your faithful Chobdar Cossae, by whom 
Tour Excellency sent the Royal Hnsbulliookum,' 
and Vest, and Purwannas, 1 now send this hum¬ 
ble address, which doubtless you expected s6o)ler, 
and had been sent but for the tw’o Sallowing 
reasons. Your Excellency enjoining secresy, I 
was obliged to commit the translating of them to 
some particular friends, which took up fourteen 
days. When fidly apprised of the purport thereof, 
I could not but be surprised at your unparalleled 
expressions of friendship and invaluable honours 
you have done us ; which so confounded toy 
thoughts for some days that I almost despaii'ed of 
being al)le to acknowledge thelii by my pen or 
otherwise j but then* considering what a generous 
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!V';cn(l I had met with, who had been so lavish of 
his favours to one w'ho had as little power as 
merit to oblige yov, ; Th could no longer refrain from 
blessing my stars, who w-erc so propitious to me 
as to give me the honour of your first accpiain- 
tanco ; which I esteem the happiest fate that has 
attended me throttglt the whole course of my life 
which I shall ever remember, and that posterity 
may do the same, I humbly rctpiest that when 
yon come to Golconda you will honour me 
with sending me your picture ; which I will send 
to Tingland and have copied by the inost,ex- 
(juisile limner in the world, and order it to 
be scut me hither ; beside I will erect your effigy 
finely cut ill marble, with such an inscription 
ouit that the world may know the author of 

ouf happiness in these parts. Your Ex- 

ecllciicy writes that there must be presents for all 
the pritices and some of the great men. If you 
mean such as are suitable to their birth ami quali- 
tv, it is iin|)ossil)le for \is to jjnrehnse them with 
our Company’s estate: wlio you know arc mer¬ 
chants who rim great risk to get a little, and who 
often meet with loss instead of gain. We hojie as 
the presents we intend are suitable to our circum- 
stantvs, that they will meet with a gracious ac¬ 
ceptance from the great king and princes ; which 
puts us in mind of what we read in history that 
upon many persons making vei'y rich presents to 
a king, there hapiiened a poor man to come with a 
drop of water, ivhich was acceptable as any of their 
presents,, being according to his ability.” 

Shortly afterwards the following Eirmaun ar -1 
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rived from King Sliah Aulum, by which it will lie 
seen distinctly that the conflict with Kam Buksh 
was the cause of .such deraonstrivtions of friendship. 

“ Let the chosen of his Caste and Nation, the 
fibvernor of Chiunapatam, know that he may be in 
hopes of {he King’s favour. Seeing that Kam 
■ Buksh doth piu-posc to fly from the powerful arms 
of our victorious army ; for that reason the com- 
inaud of the sovereign of the world, worthy of all 
submission and obedience is due, is issued forth ; 
that it> case he, Kam Bulj^h, should come wander¬ 
ing, not knowing where to go, into those parts, 
and desire to embark himself on some ship in order 
to gel away ; that the chosen of his nation shall 
use his utmost endeavours to procure that he be 
cither killed or made a prisoner ; and to eft'eci 
this let him know that the command fronrthc 
lloyal Throne is strict in the strictest manner. 
Written the 17th of the moon Itamazan the Bless- 
eil in the second year of the King’s ’Reign.” 

In reply (jovemor Bitt’s promised obedience in 
general terms, but on the 18th .lanuary, ’ 1709, 
intelligence was brought to Madras that Shah 
Aulum had obtained a complete victory over his 
brother, and that Kam Buksh had died of the 
wounds he had received duruig the battle. 
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CHAPTEU XXIII. 

noVERNOESIIIPS or PITT, ADDISON, MONTAGUE 
AND PBASEB. 

1709—10. 

The period upon wliigli we are now about to 
cuter will bo interesting to all who are foncj of 
liistorical coincidences. The rapid succession of 
Governors, in the years 1709, 1710, and 1711, 
bears a curious resemblance to the similar changes 
which took place in 1859, 1860, and 1861 after 
the OMct interval of a century and a half. IVithin 
two years Fort St. George saw five successive 
Governors, vk. Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Monta¬ 
gue, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. llarriaou ; and now 
within the last two yeai's of pur liistory we have 
seeit the same event repeated in the rapid succes¬ 
sion of I^prd Harris, Sir Charles Trevelyan, Mr. 
Morehead, Sir Henry Ward, and Sir William 
Ilcnison. 

In the middle of the year 1709, Mr. Pitt’s go- 
vemment was fast drawing to a close; but 
though it is appaibnt from the records that he 
had some suspicions of the probability of his being 
lecttUcd, yet he evidently had no idea of the sud¬ 
den way in which the recall would be carried out. 
Before however noticing this event, we make the 
following' curious extracts* Efhich seem to have 
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gome reference to the great Pitt diamond to 
which allusion has already been made^^ 

“ Wednesday, 3rd Augjist, 1708. The Go¬ 
vernor this day acquainted the Council, that he 
havirig lately heard of some villainous and scanda¬ 
lous reflections that had been made upon him by 
the late Lieutenant Seaton, who he yesterday sent 
for from the Mount, and examined thereon ; who 
ivith his usual impudence averred to him the most 
notorious fhlsitics that ever could be thought or im¬ 
agined. Upon which he Uhe Governor) said, he 
had/onfined him, Seaton, To the Ensign’s room; 
and he desired that he might be sent for up, and 
examined thereto. Whieh accordingly was done, 
and when he came into the Consultation Poom 
before us, without first hearing what the Governor 
had to charge hun with, and the reasons of his o«n- 
finement,- he immediately addressed himself to the 
Council, saying, “ 1 am come here to accuse the 
Governor for buying a great diamond to the Com¬ 
pany’s prejudice.” When the Governor answered 
and told him, “we w'ould discourse of thhtby 
and byand demanded of him whethey he had 
said, that he had received of Paupia to make him 
Chief Dubash, five hundred Pagodas j and that 
Pamapa offered seven hundred to be continued, 
which was refused. This he acknowledged 
to have said, but being commanded to prove 
the same, he answered he had it from a 
black fellow, but could not remember w'ho 
he was. After which the two Dubashes before 
mentioned declared they never gaVe the Governor 
.a Pagoda, or that evet he asked or hinted to them 
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,pT!;1in^.such thing ; and to this they took Hite most 
^iemne^ (S|||h in the Pagoda. 4Tien the Gover¬ 
nor idemau^^ n(hat Ae knew of his buying a 
diamond. Pie answered in general terms, that he 
knew every particular of it; when he was com¬ 
manded to acquaint the Council with it, which he 
said he would Iheu do, knowing that there would 
be a change pf Government this month,jand there¬ 
fore for what this Governor said tojikh did not 
signify a farthing, with many such Insolent and 
villainous exi)ressions..^c further said that to his 
knowledge the Governor was betrayed by all, the 
Mack servants about him; insomuch that he knew 
every thing that was done and said, nay ns much 
as in his Counting house ; and to give an instance 
thereof, said, that tlie great diamond lie had 
height was entered in his books folio C4. lie 
further told us that one Kogers, who went hence 
in Oetober last for Bombay, had carried papers 
along with him, signed hy Black people, that 
would do the Governor’s business; wiiich Sir 
Nicholas Wait had got translated and carried home 
witli hiw. 

“• The Governor also acquainted the Council that 
he had very good reason to suspect that this Seaton 
was turned Informer to the Govenimenf, and held 
a correspondence with them, and promised in a 
few days to prove tlie same ; in expectation of 
which, and what the Governor charged him with, 
and he confessed before us,—we now unanimously 
confirm his confinement till other means can he 
ronside(cd of; and for wjjat ^discourse passed be- 
tu'een the Governor and him yesterday in the Con-» 
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aultatiOii Room after his coming from the.MoRift, 
IS a-i oufered ns follows, the truth of which W 
shall always be ready to jujtify _bv olSfi or oth@f- 


C'jp)/ of ahot patied between the Gocernor and 

Liev/eiwnt Seaton in the Connitatton Room on 

Ifn day before, 

“ 'fills,evemng being the 2iid of August about 
five I'cloeki 1 disooui'sed Captain Seaton iii the 
Consnlijitiou Room, when charged him with his 
h.iMng said lliat f had ot)0 Pagoiln*. giien me to 
maifi' I’nupia Chief Dubash ; whieh he mvnid, and 
he toiil me that I was betrayed m whatcicr I did 
111 spoke by all my servants about me , and that 
I ii'i'l not a friend upon the placi whatever I 
thought. 

'• Then I asked how he durst presume to talk 
up and down of what I bought or sold, and how 
it was possible for him to know' anything of it , to 
vvlii"li he answered that he had so good iutelli- 
geiiee that thero vvas not the least thing said 
or done by me, but that he knew,« and to 
eonvuice me desired leave to ask me some ques¬ 
tions, which 1 permitted him to do anti vvert as 
follows “ Whether Mr. Roberts did not write to 
me, requesting that he might be coiiceruetl m a great 
diamond 1 had bought Aftswered “ Fabe.” 
“ Whether a person did not come and wish me 
joy of its being sold for 500,000 dollars ?” False. 
*• Whether two persons did not come from the 
Bekkan to demand a great dinnfond, an(j that I 
• gave one of them at Sommg eleven rupees, and the 
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other at going away, a hundred and fifty." All 
false, only tl)|jt one man came. Upon which I told 
hini that I found .him ,(Seaton) a villain ; and as 
1 found liim endeavouring to betray me, doubt¬ 
less he would do the same to the Government; so 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to confine him 
to the Unsign’s room, none to come to him but 
the Council, 

“Thursday, 11th August. It is unammously 
agreed that Lieutenant Seaton be confined till the 
first ship goes for England, and on her to.be sent 
home a prisoner to the Company.” ’ 

In the following month Governor Pitt was 
suddenly recalled, as will be seen by the following 
entry. 

“ Sunday, 18th September. Yesterday evening 
appeared a ship to the northward of this Port, 
and about nine at night came ashore Captain 
Tolson, who acquainted the Governor that he 
was commander of the Ship “ ITeathcote” come 
dirfct'y from England ; and that he had brought 
the Company’s packet Which he produced direct¬ 
ed as foltows:— 

“ To THE IIon’ble Goestone Abdisok, Pbesi- 
bent, Messbs. Fbaseb, Montague, Maetik, 
Eawoeth, Fkebeeick, Hunt, Bulklef, and 
Jennings, Foet St. Geoege.” 

And withal told him there was great alterations 
hete, and that he was dismissed the service; there¬ 
fore pressed tliat the Counral might beimmi^tely 
esUed. The Governor told him that it was impos¬ 
sible to oe done, not only'frcftu Ihe lateness or the, 
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night, hat that several of them were at the MonnI; 
so desired the Captain to strictly oh^rve in \^hat 
condition he delivered the picket, and be here to-» 
morrotv morning at eight o'clock, against when 
the Council should be summoned, that so he might 
see it in the like condition he delivered it. This 
morning accordingly oU the late Council met, 
when the Governor refused to siirrcnderthe Govcm- 
luent by virtue of’the superscription on the packet, 
but demanded n supercedent to his Commission, by 
virtue gC which he had been Governor of this 
place upwards of eleven years. So after some 
hesitation the packet was opened, wherein there 
was a Commission which suiierecded his. He also 
demanded the reading of the General Jjetter, 
which was refused him ; but in tbe packet there 
being a Ijetter from the Managers to lum, wherein 
it was fully expressed his dismission from their 
service, the coustkuting Gulstono Addison, Esquire 
in his room, so he immediately read* the cash and 
tendered the balance thereof; but the new Gover¬ 
nor desired the payment for that time be defen%d, 
for that he was very mueh indisposed., So the 
Governor just as he left the Chair, challenged 
the whole Board, or any upon the place, to charge, 
him with an unjust action during the whole time, 
of his Government, or that he had ever refused a 
kindness to any one that asked* it, and that it lay 
in his power ; or that ever he acted arbitrary in 
•my one matter, notwithstanding some villains'of 
this place have Imd the impudence to represent 
him otherwise; so ro|e out of the clgiir and 
.placed the new GoveAior in it.” 


IS 
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‘ The recall of Mr. Pitt, at the moment he liad 
succeeded in establishing friendly relations between 
the Company and. the court at-Delhi, proved any¬ 
thing but advantageous to the English; and the 
Directors on more than one occasion had cause to 
regret their precipitancy, and quoted the govern¬ 
ment of Mr. I’itt us an example to his less politic 
rtod less energetic auccossors. The following ex¬ 
tract from a general letter of this period will alone 
waiTnut this inference. 

“ M'^e read with pleasure that when,Messrs. 
Haworth and Davenport visited the Nabob at St. 
Tiioind with a present of two hundred pi^odas, 
he gave you for us the grants of five towns adjoin¬ 
ing to ours, worth about fifteen hundred pagodas 
a year, which you are now in possession of; and 
that you preserve a good understanding with the 
govori\iuent, notwithstanding some little jangling. 
'J'his we take to be the effect of your good conduct 
and President Pitt’s interest with the great men; 
and,shall be glad you, our present President and 
Council, w'ill follow in the same steps, which is 
now sonnuch the easier because the path is ready 
trodden.” 

The administration of Mr. Gulston Addison, 
who was brother to the greatest of English essay¬ 
ists, did not extend over a month. On the Snn- 
diiy morning that lie succeeded to the government, 
he was too ninch indisposed to receive the balance 
of the cash from Mr. Pitt; and his signature is 
wanting to the ^proceedings. On the Monday he 
made his appearance apd stated that he had 
“ laboured under most severe pains, which almost, 
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rendered his limbs in a manner useless to him';” 
and the trembling signature which appear^ in the 
consultation .book seems to in(Ucate that he was 
still suffering from, the attack. * He only attended 
live consultations afterwards ; and at the last one 
to which his signature is appended, he signed the 
Instructions to the Captain of the “ Henthcote” to 
receive Mr. Pitt on board, aud to tresut him with 
all the respect due to an ex-Governor during the 
voyage to England. Mr. Addison died at noon 
on Mopday, the 17th of October, 1709. The 
event is interesting from its connection with the 
fortunes of his more celebrated brother. AVhilst 
Gulston had been toiling away in the Company’s 
service at Port St. George, the fame aud fortune 
of Joseph had been rapidly rising in England. 
Literature in those days was on a different footkig 
to what it is now. The Battle of Blenheim in 
1701', had been celebrated with a chorus of such 
wretched'poems, that the govermnenfr had actually 
routed out Joseph Addison from his little garret 
in the llaymarket, to write “ The Campaign.” The 
poem met with vast applause, and the subsequent 
liromotion of its author was rapid. Tn 1708 he 
was chief secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland on two thousand a year, and keeper 
of the Irish records on four hundred a year. 
About the very time that Gufston died, Joseph 
furnished his first contribution to the Tatler. But 
shortly afterwards the Whigs went out and Joseph 
lost his chief secretaryship. This was unfortunate 
as he had deemed it expedient to fall in Iqve with 
the dowager Countess’of Varwick; a lady of ma¬ 
ture charms, who considered Jlr. Addison as the 
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cMef secl’ctary and Mjr;'Addison as tlie* mere lite* 
rai-y map, to be two' totally distincf individuals. 
Accordingly though she had smiled oh the secretary 
she now frowned upon the author. It was at this 
juncture that Joseph inherited his brother’s for¬ 
tune, and the inlieritatrce seems to have won back 
the heart of Chloe. In due time tlte pair were 
married; but poor Gulston’a wealth had better 
have been loft at Fort St. George. Henceforth, 
us the story goes, Mr. Joseph Addison was far 
happier over a bottle of elaret at a tavern, .than in 
tite company of his magnilicent countess dowager 
ut llulland House. 

Hut to return to Madras. The succession to 
the Govenrorship belonged to Mr. WUliam Fraser, 
the enemy of Fitt and Higginson ; but as Fraser 
waa at that time Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David, sir. Edwai’d Montague took the post of 
provisional governor until his return. The ad¬ 
ministration sf Mr. Montague only lasted a fort- 
uifjht^ and was distinguished by ordy one incident 
worthy of notice. The government Imd at last re¬ 
solved to send Captain Seaton to Hugland on board 
the “ Henthcotc.” The Captain however refused 
to leave his house, and the Governor was obliged 
to send Ensign Dixon with a file of soldiers to 
carry liim on board. Wiat transpired is best de¬ 
scribed in Ensign'Dixon’s own narrative of the 
proceedings, addressed to the Governor and Coim- 
cil on the 25th of October, 1709, which was 
follows ;— 

“ Hqnoukable Sibs. 

According to orders, I carried your prisoncK 
Captain Seaton alongside of the Ship “ Heath- 
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cote,” and laying, there scwtio' time 1 found no 
person appeaf to Hand us a rope or hny to assist 
us; Then I "went on board pnd delivered your 
Honor’s and Corfiicil’s order to Captain Tolson, 
desfidug him to receive the prisoner. 1 informed 
him that the said prisoner was carried from the 
Sea (late, and that he refused to come on board, 
unless he were hoisted in. Captain T^on replied 
that all his passengers came on board willingly, and 
would not hoist him in, nor suffer anylmy else 
to do it, nor would he overhale the least tackle in 
his, ship ; and that he would not suffer any 
gentleman lying alongside of his ship to be forced 
on board or ill used. Captain Tolson asked the 
prisoner, if he woidd come on board, which the 
said prisoner refused. Then the prisoner demand¬ 
ed of Captain Tolson, whether he had any furflier 
commands for him. Captain Tolson answered no. 
1 waited for a note, but at last he told me 1 might 
go, for he would give none.” Subsfiquently Cap¬ 
tain Seaton appears to have left the Tresidepey of 
his own accord. 

■ On the 3nd of November the new (Jovemor, 
Mr. b’raser, reached Madras from Fort St. David ; 
the members of Council and other English Gentle¬ 
men, together with -the chief inhabitants of the 
place, going out ns far as St. Thomas’ little Mount 
to receive him. The next day a council was held, 
as will be seen by the following extract. , 

‘‘ Thursday, 3rd November, 1709. The Coun¬ 
cil being duly summoned met in pousultation, and 
having taken their place;, the President, rising up 
. from the chair, exhorted the Gentlemen of the 
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Council to forget and forgive. whatever hitherto 
Iiad given cause and occasion to the Terence that 
liad formerly happened amongst them j and that 
all such piques might for ever hehuried in oblivion, 
and that they might henceforward agree amongst 
themselves, in the Unity of Love and firm Friend¬ 
ship, with all reciprocal respect to each other; 
in testimony of winch they were desired to shake 
hands all of them ; which was accordingly done 
with all promises of sincerity to the performance 
of the promises.” 

The Governorship of Mr. Fraser lasted little 
more than eighteen months, being brought fo a 
conclusion on the 11th of July, 1711, when Mr. 
Harrison came out as President of Fort St. 
George. The records connected with the ad- 
misistration of both Mr. Fraser and his successor 
are much occupied with two or three discussions 
^which it is impossible to treat in detail. In the 
first place thefe was an interminable correspon¬ 
dence, with Zoodee' Khan, concerning the present 
intended’ for the Court at Delhi, and which was 
detainedrfor ycai-s on its way. It seems that Go¬ 
vernor Pitt had intended to forward it to the King 
whilst the latter was staying at Golconda after the 
victory over Prince Kham Buksh ; but part only 
was sent by sea to Masulijjatam, and there got no 
farther; the King iTnving by that time been calleit 
back to Delhi and the North-west in consequence 
of the rising of the Sikhs. 

Many consultations were held, not only with 
the members of Council, ,but with also the chief 
merchants aud inhabitants o^ the place, as to how, 
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the present was to be conveyed. To send it over¬ 
land to Delhi' was declared to be a Herculean 
labour, thcf imp^al city “ being little less than 
2000 miles off,” which would occasion “ an im¬ 
mense charge to the Company.” Subsequently it 
was determined to send the portion that was at 
Masulipatam to the Subah at Golconda, there 
to remain until the King’s pleasure could be 
known ; wliilst the remaining portion was to be. 
sent on to Bengal, thence to be forwarded to 
Delhi. • Very many months however after this de- 
eisipn was recorded, we still find Zoodee Khan 
applying for the present, and the Governor of 
Fort St. George sending every kind of excuse and 
apology for the delay. 

Another subject of endless correspondence J)e- 
tween the Governor and the Nabob of the .sur- 
rounding.country, was the five new villages which 
had been granted to the Company })y the Nabob« 
Dawood Khan. Notwithstaiuling the present to 
Dawood Khan, and the judicious bribe administered 
to the keepers of the records, the Mogul govern¬ 
ment determined to recall the villages^ on the 
ground that they belonged to a jaghire which had 
been granted to. Zulfikar Khan, now styled Khan 
Bahadur. There were also troubles both at Vizaga- 
patam, and Fort St. David ; but these subjects will 
be sufficiently explained as we proceed. W’e shall 
now produce our extracts in chronological order.* 

Tlie first refers to a severe storm which broke 
out about a fortnight after Mr. Eraser’s accession, 
and is thus described ^n the consultation b'ook. 

• “Saturday, 19th November 1709. Saturday 
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in tlie evening, it rained very much, attd about 8 
at night began to thunder and lighten, •which was 
very violent (for about an hour), by which the 
I'^lag Staff was rent and shatter^ from the top to 
ll>e ground. Some pieces flew near <500 feet, and 
thousands of small pieces strewed the curtains and 
other places, A large iron hoop was burst from 
the mast, and flew near 200 feet, and two holes 
stnick through the truck as though it had been 
with a shot. 

“ The Company’s house at the Garden was 
likewise diimaged at the Southernmost end, 'one 
leaf of a window being shattered to pieces and 
one side of the Trame mueh rent; the door pierced 
through in several places, and the upper part of 
tho, Frame much scorched, whereby it was render¬ 
ed unserviceable. The wall was pierced through 
in two places ; one hole just above the Terrace, 
being about 6 inches diameter j and the other, 
which went beneath the beams that bear up the 
TeVrace, was about 7 inches diameter, and the 
beam mjet the wall w;a8 likewise pierced through 
in two places, and all this with little or no wind.” 

We may here add that the season of 1709-10 
proved in other respects a remarkable one. The 
monsoon rains returned in January with considera¬ 
ble violence, a circumstance which we believe is of 
very rare occurrence on the Coast of Coromandel. 

Tile next extract wiU be interesting to our 
.\nncnian readers, for notwithstanding the com¬ 
plaints fecorded against one of their community, 
the following story plainly indicates that the Amieni- 
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ans had gained considerable wealth and were ainung 
at independent power. 

“ Thursdnjs 13th January, 1710. Lewis Meli- 
que, an inhabitant of this place, presents a petition 
setting forth the abuses and insolencies of Cojah 
(daffur, an Armenian, also nn inhabitant here, who 
hath for some years past lived at St. Thomas’ 
Grout Mount, where he hath impudently assumed 
a power to liimsclf, as if he was llavildar there; 
insomuch that in a controversy between the said 
Lewis Melique and Antonio Soares about a piece 
of ground, the said Saffur concerned himself so 
far, though not belonging to him, that he threaten¬ 
ed to beat the said Lewis Melique, and send him 
a prisoner to the Catwall of St. Thora(5; wliich 
he had certainly done, had not the said Lewis 
Melique made his escape. 

“ On which tlic (Tovernor sent for the said 
Saffur yesterday, who appeared before us this day, 
and the matter being put close to him did stiffly 
deny every thing, notwithstanding the evidence 
that was brought against him; and it being well 
known that the said Saffur has been an iqsolent 
troublesome fellow to all the English in general, 
who Imve resorted, to the Mount for their health ; 
of which there has been several instances, too many 
to be enumerated here. 

“ And that there is cause to beHcve, that the said 
Cojah Satfnr, with others of his nation, intend to 
associate and form themselves into a Eactory at 
the Mount, and make St. Thome their port, as ap¬ 
pears by their having in the late Governor, Pitt’s 
time bought and built Several houses there, which 

16 
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tticy ought not to have done without leave of the 
Governor and Council; and that they ..intended to 
build a Gate at the end of the lane to stop up all 
avenues, and prevent all others having any entrance 
there but themselves ; to prevent wliich growing 
evil, it is thought expedient to pull up their inso¬ 
lent weed of ill humour by the root. 

“ Agreed and ordered that the aaid Cojah Saffur 
be confined to the Fort, until he give security of 
l^agodas 5000, for his forthcoming and good be¬ 
haviour for the future; for which none of his own 
nation would engage for him, and therefore, was 
committed.” 

The following entry illustrates the war between 
Great Britain and France which had extended to 
the Bay of Bengal. The false intelligence by 
which Governor Fraser proposed to deceive the 
French will be found creditable to that gentle¬ 
man’s invention. It will be seen that Mr. Mon¬ 
tague, the iate provisional governor of Fort St. 
George, was now Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David ; and that he and his Council w'ere anxious 
to dispatch theship “ Somers” to Europe, but were 
afraid to do so whilst the French ships were at 
Pondicherry. Accordingly the design of Governor 
Fraser was to induce the French ships to leave 
Pondicherrv, so as to leave the coast clear for the 

Somers.’’ ‘ 

“Tuesday, 31st January. This morning re¬ 
ceived a general letter from the Deputy Governor 
and Council at Fort St. David, dated 28 th in¬ 
stant ,, and th% President foimd matter enough 
contained therein to summdn the Council to meet 
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immediately. They, at Fort St. David, advise tile 
Ship “ Somers” to liave been full kden that day. 
They likewis# advise of their g^eat fears and ap- 
preliensious they have of the St. Male’s sliips at 
Pondicherry, of their having some ill design in 
agitation against the “ Somers.” For which 
reason they tliink it not adviseable to despatch 
her though full laden, and therefore do earnestly 
desire our orders and directions in tliat mattei* 

“ The President propounding to the Council what 
they tlwmght might be the best ways and 
means to be used to prevent the “ Somers’* 
being in danger of the French. Upon the whole wo 
come to this following resolution,that a letter should 
be devised as from Bengal, advising the great 
troubles the English w’ere in there, by reason of 
the country Oovomraent stopping their goods 
from coming down the river; which occasioned a 
warm skirmish, in which a great many Moors were 
killed and some English ; and that rihe Council 
there thought the Company’s affairs in great jjan- 
ger, and forthwith desired our utmost assistance. 
As also to write the Deputy Governor and. Coun¬ 
cil (and send them copy of said devised letter) for 
to send for Captain Peacock and endeavour to 
agree with him onfurther time according to a New 
Charter party, that he might be unladen and sent 
to Bengal; with the intent that the same might 
be industriously diffused and spread abroad, in 
hopes it might occasion the French Ships depar¬ 
ture the sooner thence, who had lain full laden 
for some days. It was also agreed, we should 
write our joint letter to tteputy Governor Mou- 
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tSguc, Mr. llaworth, and Captain Peacock to unra¬ 
vel and explain to them the mystery of-our general 
letter to the Deputy Governor and jCouncil, and 
that it was only deigned with a design in hopes, it 
might hasten the despatch of the French.” 

Dy subsequent entries we learn that this device 
proved unnecessary, but it nevertheless received 
the warm approvid at the Court of Directors. 

♦he following petition will explain itself. 

“ To the Honorable William Fraser, Esq. etc. 

“ The petition of the Ministers and Churchwar¬ 
dens of the Parish of St. Mary’s in Fort St. 
George. 

“ Humbly representeth. 

That whereas the monuments of the dead, and 
the ground where they are interred are held by 
most people in some measure sacred, and not light¬ 
ly applied to any common or profane use, yet it is 
our misfortune that the EngKsh burying place in 
Fort St. George (where so many of our relations, 
friepds and aequaintants lie buried) is not kept in 
that decient and due manner it ought to be, but 
every day profaned and applied to the most vile 
and undeeent uses; for since the year 1701, when 
an old building that stood in the burying place 
(and in which the Buffaloes used to be shut up) 
wus taken down to build lodgings for the soldiers 
at the Gate adjoining, the Tombs have been 
made use of for stables for the Buffaloes; which is 
hot only a thing very undeeent, but also a very 
great damage to those buildings, by having so 
many stakes drove into the pavement and with 
the walls to fasten the Buffaloes to. . 
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“ Another occasion of our complaint on thfe 
subject is the Cocoa-nut trees standing in the burj-- 
ing place ; the profit arising from them, we know 
is inconsiderable, but the nuisanhe accruing to the 
])lace thereby, we are sure is very great. For the 
Toddy men have people employed there all the day 
and almost aU the night in drawing and selling of 
Toddy, so that we are obliged on their account to 
keep the Gates always open, both by day and by 
night. And there about eight o’clock at night 
after w.ork is done, is such a resort of basket 
makers. Scavengers, people that look after the 
Buffaloes, and other I’arriars, to drink Toddy, that 
all the Punch houses in Madras have not half the 
noise in them ; and by reason of the gates lying 
open, beggars and other vagabonds (who know 
not where to go) make use of the tombs to lie in, 
and what unclean uses the neighbours thereabout 
do make of that place we forbear to tell. We 
hope, what is here urged, together with the reflec- 
iion it must cast on our Church and nation to 
have so little regard to the repositories of oiu flcad, 
when aU other nations w’ho live among us Jmve so 
just a regard to theirs, will prevail with your 
Honor &c. to take this matter into your considera¬ 
tion, and to find out some method to redress these 
abuses. And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shall &c. 


Geoege Lewis.) 

llOBEET JoNES.J 


Miuistera, 


Edwaud Bakkham. 
Francis Cooke. 


I Church 


Fort St. Geoege,*) 
mruati/ 19« inO.J 


JFardens.” 
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IVe arc t^lad to inform our readers that the 
matter was taken up by Governor Fraser, and the 
profanation removed. The liev. George Lewis, 
who has signed his name to the above petition, 
appears to have lieen an active Chaplain, and we 
shall have, occasion to mention him in a future 
issue in coimectiou with some Missionary proceed¬ 
ings. 

The following letter from Zoodee Khan to the 
Governor of Fort Saint George, is not only in¬ 
teresting as illustrative of the new relations w'hich 
at tin's time began to spring up between^ the 
Mogul’s govermueut and the EngUsh, but it srems 
to indicate tlie commencement of a new com¬ 
mercial policy on the part of Shah Aulum. 

“ From Zoodee Ktfon, Ameny and Phonjdar of 
TIflOghly and other seaports under the Subah of 
Bengal, as also of Orissa, Masulipatara, I’eddi- 
l)olle, Chiuuapatam, St. Thome, Pulicat, Chicacolc, 
&c., under tl«e Subah of Golcondah, received May 
101hl710. 

'l lately wrote your Honor by your peons that 
the King hud grantcil me the above mentioned 
Ameny and Phoujda];ship, and therefore 1 have ap¬ 
pointed Mirza Mahomud Zaman, son-in-law of 
Aloudabceg, and Mahomed Salaubeeg, Deputies 
under me for Masulipatam and Peddepolle and my 
friend Aga Mooktem, Deputy at Chinnapatam, 
St. Thome, Pulicat and Cfucacole, and have sent 
them their commissions with a copy of mine at¬ 
tested by the Codjee at Court. 

“ As there is h great friendship between us, and 
you have often informed IneHhat it was your opi¬ 
nion that if all the seaports midet the King’.s 
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dominions were tinder the Admiral (as a Company) 
he might settle the sea affairs, destroy the pirates, 
enrich the seaports and encourage the sea Mer¬ 
chants to come and depart, which will increase 
their profit; and you desired me to use my ut¬ 
most endeavours to obtain this; which 1 have 
done j and on account of our friendship have under¬ 
taken this great business myself, and if it hap¬ 
pens otherwise, the discredit will be the same to 
us both. For I have no other hopes than the 
safety of all subjects, the security of ships and 
merchants going or coming by sea, extirpation of 
pirates and the curichraeiit of the King’s sea¬ 
ports. So your honor must use your enileavours 
in this matter likewise, and advise all your Gom- 
astas and merchants every where to trade freely, 
without suspicion of any danger, and augmdiit 
their trade. 

*' T want your advice if you think it proper to 
send some of the King’s ships to bring Elephants 
from the other coast.” 

“ The King has ordered me to build a Fort at 
Ballasore and enrich your Factory.” 

“ After I arrive at Hooghly I will observe how 
affairs arc managed and advice your honor.” 

“ And now I must desire you to think of means, 
how things may best be carried on for the King’s 
advantage and your Company’s j that so all per¬ 
sons may live happy and serve their Maker. For I 
have neglected other business, an^ undertaken this 
on your account, in hopes to get a great name by 
it; and within 5, 6, *or i2 months’ time, if it is 
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your request that I should take ia the other sea 
ports, as also Surat, I can procure it; and we 
must endeavour tp promote both ourfames. For 
if we agree we can conquer the whole world, and 
clear the seas of all dangers for the merchants. 

•• As to the present, I have wrote you lately to 
send it to Bengal, according to the king’s order, 
which be sure you do. For it is very necessary 
that you send a present, and when I come to 
Hooghly, 1 will advise you of all other matters ; 
and you should send a Awaked to be with me ; 
which if you approve of, you may send such a* one 
as Cojah Hamud, or Surupa, or write your people 
at Calcutta to send one. For I shall want him 
on several occasions. I heartily wish you all 
health and prosperity.” 

We arc sorry to add that this arrangement 
proved to be only a temporary one, and that after 
a few months the seaports on the coast of Coro¬ 
mandel were again placed under the ordinary 
jurisSiction of the Subah of Golcouda. 

AVe now return to the subject of the five new 
villages which had been obtained by Governor 
Fitt. It must here be remarked that the purwan- 
na for the out towns had been received from the 
Nabob Dawood Khan, and subsequently confirm¬ 
ed. The Nabob Had also given to the Company 
a piece of ground of about forty acres at the 
Mount, in order that a house with a garden at¬ 
tached, might be built there as a sanatarium for 
the Company’s' servants. In April 1710 the 
Nabob recalled the village^ and ordered them 
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to be delivered to Zulfikar Kban’s* olSotrs, on 
the groixnd that they belonged to his Jaghire. 
About the 'same time Dnweod Khan was 
liimself recalled to Delhi, in eonsp([ucnee pio- 
liably of the rise of the Sikhs. The Goiern- 
inent of Fort St. George suspected that the Nabob 
had been persuaded to this action by Veavellap]iii, 
the Manager of I’oonamallee, otherwise the Beuter 
of the country surrounding the Knglish dominions ; 
and for along time they deferred giving them up. 
In May'the same year, a letter amved from Dewan 
.Sadstulla Klian at Arcot, who is described as the 
new Nabob, demanding not only the five villages 
recently granted, but also the three old towns of 
Kgmorc, Tandore and Fursewnukum, which had 
been granted some years previously by the Nabpli 
Zulfikar Klian. The following letter from President 
Fraser to tlie Dewan Sadattulla Khan, puts t he 
whole matter in a clear light. 

“To Dewan Sadatulla Khan, Healwj. 

Fort St. 0eorffe, May ’iith, 1710. 

“ About some three days ago a servant of jours by 
name Muzzadeen brought me a letter, said to be 
fiom you, which,! gave my Brahmin to be trans¬ 
lated, at which 1 desired your servant to go and 
rest himself after his journey, until 1 luid given an¬ 
swer to said letter ; when he Insolently and very 
jKirtly, as void of all manners and respect, insisted 
on the delivering up the villages. Else he would 
(.arry back your letter; which he did. I told him 

* We continue the ol3 name to prevent confusion ; but 
lieuceforth Zulfikar Khan is styled Khan Ihihadur in the 
records. 
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my business was not with him but with his mas- 
fei' yourself. 

“ But, supposing the purport of said letter was 
to demand back tlie new villages, because they be¬ 
long to Zulfikar Khau’s Jaghire, which may be 
true. But you cannot but at the same time 
know that my noble great friend, the late Dnwood 
Khan, gave an equivalent out of his own Jaghire to 
the great Zulfikar Khan which makes that matter 
even, and thus far I am in the right; and you 
likewise know that 1 gave away more than those 
villages brought in, so that the English liere 
lived in all friendly tranquility with the late 
Nabob, until Yeavellapa, that plague of the poor 
and Cockatrice of all venom, when at Cudapa, 
n^ver let the Nabob be quiet till he had gained 
his point to revoke the several former as well 
as late I’erwannas, which confirmed those villages 
to our Compfiny. So that one I’erwanna is not 
sufficient to ta'lce away the force and power of 
ill! diir former grants under the Nabob’s signature 
and great chop ; by which you would make 
the promise, faith, and truth of a great man 
of no more value than that of an ordinary man ; 
which is a great derogation to the honor of a great 
personage. 

“ Yeavellappa deals treacherously with Madras, 
a place he is so much beholden to, where he stores 
up so much paddy and grain to await a scarce and 
dear season to increase the misery of the poor ; 
and borrows large sums of money at the same 
time to enable him to payi his rent at the time 
due, else he must have been necessitated to sell 
at the market price which would be cheap. 
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“ As for the four old villages, they were granted 
and confirincil to us about twenty years ago by 
the then Prihee Khan Buksh, .the great Assad 
Khan, and the then Zulftkar Khan, now Khan 
Bahadur, under their several and respective kirger 
seals. 

“ My friendly council and advice to you is that 
you would consider and value the English ns 
being the king’s friend and in his favour, as may 
appear by his Jloyal Ilosbullhooknm from the 
throne "to my late predecessor ; and that you 
would keep the king’s peace, by not committing 
any manner of hostility. I hope you will do 
nothing misbecoming, so wise a man as yourself, 
in so great a post and place of trust; and then 
y$u and I may come to have a better understand¬ 
ing at least till I hear from the Great ZidfiPav 
Klian ,to whom I am now going to w'rite, and 
have his answer ; till when 1 shall be awake 1 
need say no more.” 

About the same time Governor Fraser WTgte 
another letter to Zuliikar Khan reminding him 
that the old villages had been granterP to the 
English in consequence of the services render¬ 
ed to the army of Aurungzebe by President Yale 
during the siege of Ginjee, and that the grant in 
question had been signed by Ijis Kulfikar Khan’s 
father, namely Assad Khan, the grand vizier. The 
remonstrance however was of no avail. Zulfilgar 
Khan merely sent a short purwanna ordering 
that the villages granted by tli« Nabob Dawood 
Khan out of his jug}^ir» should be delivered up 
to the Manager of the Poonamallee district. 
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CHAPTEa XXIV. 

llOVEBNORSHll* OF MB. WILLIAM FBASEB. 

1710—11. 

Tlie administration of Mr. AVilliam Fraser was 
short and iinliapjiy. It only lasted from Novem¬ 
ber 1700 to Jidy 1711, and was distinguished by 
rircuinstances whieh excited luuch animadveitsiou, 
from the Directors or Managers at home. It was 
through Mr. Fi-aser’s intrigues and inveterate op¬ 
position, that Mr. Nathaniel lligginson had re¬ 
signed and Mr. Thomas Pitt had been recalled; 
iiiiU now that he had obtained what appeared to 
bo the object of his ambition, disorders arose at the 
Presidency and out-stations; and whilst quarrels 
broke out bcWccn the subordinate chiefs and the 
country authorities, the accounts were neglected, 

1 he consultation books were badly kept, and the 
advantages obtained by Mr. Pitt as regarded the 
out-villages were wholly lost, and the latter were re- 
lainedfor a while by the Henter of Poonamallee. 

In the first place wc must notice the troubles 
at Vizagapatam, wlych had their origin in circum¬ 
stances that took place twelve years previously, but 
wlnich reached a climax during the Governorship 
of Mr. Fraser. It seems that about the year 1698, 
two neighbouring Kajahs, Ananterauz and Pycrow, 
had borrowed large sums of qjoney from Mr. llol- 
I'onibe, the Deputy Governor of Vizagnpatam. 
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Mr. Holcombe bad been induced to enter into 
these transactions by a Brahmin named Jnggapa, 
who had beeif largely bribed by the Rajahs to exert 
his influence in this direction. Unfortunately Mr. 
Holcombe had not lent his own money, but had 
borrowed ftr the purpose 44,000 pagodas of 
h’uckerla Khun, Nabob of Calinga. Seven years 
elapsed, but Mr. Holcombe had only repaid 37,500 
jiagodas, leaving a balance of 0,500 pagodas of the 
principal; and thus the debt due to the Nabob, 
inclusivfl of aiTears of interest, amounted to some 
sixty or seventy thousand rupees. The following 
letter, written to Mr. Holcombe by Fuckerla Khan 
as far back as 1703, exhibits the then state of 
affairs. 

“ From Fuckerla Khan to Mr. Holcombe chief 
at Vixagapatain dated the 10th May 1705. 

“ You wrote me that you have received Pagodas 
44000 principal of me. 

“ An account of what paid. 

To a merchant upon my bill and order for •> 
a Jewel I bought of him Rs. 16,000 is Pagodas... 4§0(i 

(Sent me to Vellore.. 2800O 

To a bill j)ayable to Oovindaus and Veresedaus 4100 
To Sundry bills amounting to. 80(‘ 


The bital amount of what paid is...37,600 
The balance is Pagodas. 6600 

Together is... 44000 


“ It is true you have receipts under my seal for 
all the above mentioned accounfe, excepting the 
balance 6,500 Pagodas tdit of the principal money 
lent, which amounts to Rs. 28,000. 
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“ Other people in the world allow 3 or 2 J per 
cent., but you gave me a bond allowing me but 
one percent (? per menaem); notwitfiatanding that 
being pretty tolerable intereat, I agreed to it, and 
now it ia above aix or seven years past; for which 
time there ia due to me 60 or 70 thoiisand rupees 
with principal and interest. Likewise 10 or 15 
thousand rupees more or less, which together 
amounts to a hundred thousand rupees. 

“ I have showed a great eateem for you, and 
had tluit confidence in you as to intrust my estate 
into your hands. Therefore 1 am satisfied that no 
person of any other religion would have dealt so 
uncivilly and unrespectfully by me as you have 
acted. Likewise now you unreasonably defer the 
p^ment in telling me you will discharge the debt 
ns soon as you receive money, and at my arrival in 
your place; but in the meantime you have traded 
with the mopey, and make at least 26 or 50 per 
cent, profit. Besides is it proper or handsome you 
slvnflil occasion me so much trouble in perpetually 
writing to you, and sending my people up and 
down, Who always return without satisfactory an¬ 
swer ? My money is like bread as hard as iron, so 
not easily digested. Perhaps you may imagine I 
cannot come to your place, so intend to wrong me 
of ray money. Bpt if I live I will certainly come 
into that part within the space of 4, 6, or 12 
months, if 1 meet with any convenient opportunity; 
and then how can you hope or expect to have my 
favour, havmg rendered yourself so unjust and un¬ 
civil. Perhaps you may intend to give me the 
slip, and go for Madras or some other sea port 
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town ; but go wliere you will, you are still in king 
Aurungzebe’s country. So I can procuire order- 
sent by the ftusbadars to the Subah of that couns 
try, and seize upon your house and goods, and 
therewith clear my money or debt. Then aftcr- 
Avnrds take no further notice of you, which you will 
not digest, or weH approve of. For according to 
any law I can demand my. money, and will have 
it by fair means or foul. Therefore fear God and 
consider I must have my money. So draw bills 
upon Masulipatam, or else you shall repent it ns 
long as you live. I write you this, as likewise I 
wrote you before by Phaunteo Mahomed, which pray 
peruse and consider well of it. You must not think 
1 only threaten you. For God knows, I am very 
impatient so expect a full and satisfactory answer ; 
or else you shall find 1 will send orders with GSs- 
badars to Meidn Khan and will wait no longer.” 

Shortly after this Mr. Holcombe died without 
paying the remainder of the debt; 'and Fuckerla 
Khan claimed the amount from the Compauy^nK 
Mr. Holcombe hud actually affixed the Company’s 
seal to the obligation. The question wns still 
unsettlexl when Mr. Fraser succeeded to the Go¬ 
vernorship of Foijt St. George. Meantime there 
had been a competition between Fuckerla Khan 
and another chief named Hfbib Khan for the 
Nabobship; and the successor to Mr. Holcombe. 
had been imprudent enough to acknowledge the 
latter, and thus to increase the exasperation of 
Fuckerla Khan. The following .extracts from the 
consultation books sho’itly after Mr. Fraser’s ac¬ 
cession will exhibit the progress of affairs. 

“ Monday, 27th March 1710. From the 
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fliicf and ConnciTat A^aagnpatam dated the 2nd 
and 7th instant, advising the great troubles they 
liave had with Fuekerla Khan, by their having 
been so closely besieged by his people stopping up 
all avenues of their bounds. For remedy of which 
they advise us that they resolved to make pro¬ 
posals to accommodate matters in a friendly way 
with him, intending him a present of 5000 rupees 
in Kin-ope goods ; in order to which they sent a 
I’ortiigncse I’adre and a Bubash, in hopes thereby 
lo ap])ense him, or obtain his patience for some 
days. But he refused their offer, and sent back 
the messengers in a very angry manner, and wrote 
I he chief that he must immediately pay the money 
(due fi-oin Mr. Holcombe), or leave the place or 
prepare to fight.” 

Tuesday, 15th August. General letter from 
the Ghief and Council at ATzagapatam reatl : 
wherein we observe that their troubles arc rather 
suspended than any way accommodated, by Fucker- 
la ^lian’s being gone up to the Bnsheroon’s country 
lo adjust accounts, and agree with linbtb Khan 
for the Government of those countries ; and they 
still continue lo urge their arguments for the Com¬ 
pany’s paying that debt of Mr. Holcombe’s. They 
advised that they have supplied Habib Khan 
with ten candy of country gunpowder and five 
candy of load, and that the said Nabob desires a 
further supply of thirty candy of powder and 
twenty of lend, which they desire may be sent 
them down.” 

“ Monday, lltU Dcceyiber. lleceived general 
letter from the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Vi/.agapatam assuring us that they hud sent 



1710-11.) 


HXSTOUY OF MASUAS. 


137 


the MooUah and a Brahmin to Fuckcrltt Khan’s 
camp, to haVe a sight of the seal affixed to 
Mr. Holcombe’s obligation. But after wail¬ 
ing for some days they returned with an¬ 
swer that Fuckerla Khan was enraged to the 
last degree, and would not hear any more propo¬ 
sals about his money without prompt payment, 
but was coming himself within a day or two with 
guns, ammunition &o. to besiege their town ; and 
had placed guards on the roads to prevent their 
sending, or receiving any letters and provisions 
comjng to them; and that Fuckerla Khan refusing 
to show the obligation, they ore of opinion and be¬ 
lieve that Mr. Holcombe’s seal is affixed thereto 
and not the.Honorable Company’s. 

“ That on the 8th past the said Nabob with his 
army, consisting of about 7000 fool and 800 
horse, encamped behind n great sand hill near the 
Town, and the 9th at night fired on their out 
guards; which being returned again* by the Eng¬ 
lish, made the enemy retire further and tum,lheir 
siege into a blockade by stopping all provision^of 
which they were in great want; that thijy have 
made a Brigantine of tlie “ Rising Sun” smack, and 
fitted her up in order to secure what may be put 
aboard in time of extremity.” 

“ The foregoing being a recital of their said 
general letter almost verbatim. 

“ First. Wo observe that the Chief has strange¬ 
ly erred in his politics (not to say worse) ; that he 
having by his fonner frequent letters advised us, 
what ho had tlicn foreseen, as What might be the 
rcsiilt and issue of mA paying Mr. Holcomte’s old 

18 
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tlrbt to Tuckeria Khan, as the event now proves,— 
that the Chief in that case should not sooner and 
earlier get sufficiency of provisions for the use of 
their Garrison, at least until the monsoon should 
serve for our sending them supplies hence. 

“ Secondly. That the Chief should supply 
Nabob Habib Khan and Fuckerla Khan with so 
large a rpiantity of gunpowder and lead, when the 
said Nabobs and the Chief were on so precarious 
terms ; and not only so but by their general letter 
of the 27th July hst write us to send them 80 
fJandy of powder and 20 Candy of lead for a fiifthw 
supply to 'the said Nabob ; notwithstanding the 
frequent cautious we gave them, or without ever 
considering they were strengthening the hands of 
said Nabob, who were then contriving of the means 
wmI ways of laying that siege, they luivc since form¬ 
ed against that Factory. 

“ Thirdly. It being now the Northerly mon¬ 
soon, it is strange that the Chief should not have 
wrot^‘ to Bengai to the President and Coimcil 
thtre to be supplied thence with whatever they 
wantcct 

“ Fourthly. That Juggapa the Brahmin, that 
arch knave and villain, wjio was the chief cause 
and instmineut by the powerful bribes he received 
from time to time from the llajahs Ananterauz and 
Pycrow, by whoso' means and persuasions he pre¬ 
vailed so fur with Mr. lioloombe, as to induce him 
to lend those large sums of money at high interest 
to those said Kainhs ; which is still a debt, which 
we Aay reasonably suppose to have been most or 
all Fuckerla Khan’s monej, and has been the 
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original cause and first spring, whence all thesef 
troubles arc derived and devolved upon us ; and 
notwithstanding our having so often or frequently 
wrote to Mr. llastings, the CliiSf lliere, to send 
us up the said Juggapa either by sea or by land, 
which has never been complied with ; and being 
credibly informed fuckerla Khan does demand of 
the Chief the said Bralunin, and that on the deli¬ 
very up of him all the causes of their troubles 
shall cease. 

“ And. now upon the whole, it is unanimously 
agreed that we write the Chief and Council, that 
upon the reading tlic said intended letter to them, 
that they had that instant seized the said Juggapa, 
and put him in irons, and seciue all his books, 
papers and accounts ; which if the Chief should 
oppose or hinder the same, it is our positive aiql 
peremptory order that the Couneil, or any one of 
them, do execute this our order, and that the 
military and peons be assisting to him or them in 
this matter. 

“ It is likewise agreed that the President \Jrite 
his letter to Fuckcrla Khan relating to the premis¬ 
es, and desire him to send us up a person fitly 
qualified to accommodate all matters and that in 
the meantime to 'witharaw his forces from the 
Factory.” 

Next year this troublesome biieiness was brought 
to a close through the mediation of Habib Khan ; 
the money demanded being paid to Fuckerla Khan, 
and the obligation which was found to have the 
Company’s seal affixed, being fofwarded to Fort 
St. George. The recard Is chiefly rcmarkkble as 
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(fxpo.sing the evils which arose at this early period 
from pecuniary dealings between the Company’s 
servants and Native authorities ; and it is worthy 
of note as being the origin of a standing order 
which strictly prohibited all such dealings for the 
future. 

We now turn to a eurious entry which is very 
suggestive. 

“ Monday, 4th December. They having wrote 
us from Fort St. Davitl that it has been usual for 
us at (he festival tunes of the year to send them 
one of tlic ministers of this place, and Chri^mas 
being now approaching they request that one may 
be sent. It is, therefore, agreed and ordered that 
Mr. Jones do proceed thither, as soon as cou- 
vcnieiitly he can ; and that the paymaster do take 
cgte to lit him out for his journey accordingly.” 

Cases of breach of promise of mamage are al¬ 
ways interesting, but wc arc rather inclined to 
regard the one wc are uqvv about to place before 
our readers as somewhat unique in its character. 
The matchmaking tendencies of the mamma and 
daiightfr, and the “ interested” nature of the 
gentleman’s affection, arc plainly evident through¬ 
out the papers. Moreover tko record is valuable 
as illustrating social life a/ it actually was at the 
commencement of the lost century. The extracts 
will explain themselves. 

“ To the Honorable W’illiam Fraser, Esq. Gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. George and to the Gentlemen of 
the Council. 

“ The petition’ of Anne Foquet and Elizabeth 
Brown ' doth humbly Set ' forth the unworthy 
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treatment vour Petitioners have met with from 
Captain ifenry Coniwall, Commander of the 
“ Sherborne.” Tour Honor is np stranger to this 
story, nor thejrest of tlic Cientlemen at this Honor¬ 
able. Board; therefore shall be as brief in relating 
it as we can. In the year 1707 and before he 
went last for England, Henry Cornwall aforesaid, 
and your Petitioner Elizabeth Brown, did enter 
into a contract of marriage, and that in as solemn 
a manner as sudh contracts usually arc, or can be 
done; for we plighted our faith citlier to other in 
the viost binding terras, and changed lings in the 
presence of competent witnesses; Anne Eoqiiet 
your petitioner, Mr. James Wendey, tlien one of 
the ministers of this place, and Mr. Bernard 
Benyon, merchant being present. And for the 
due performing of the aforesaid contract, the smd 
Henry Cornwall and Elizabeth Brown did enter 
into articles in writing, and did both of them sign 
and seal the same in the presence of She llev. Mr. 
James AVendey and Mr. Bernard Benyon aforesaid, 
who hath been sworn in Court. And morcoi^r, 
the said Captain Henry Cornw'all did bindjiimsclf 
in a-bond of one thousand pounds sterling for the 
due performance pf tlmse articles ; and further to 
confirm us in tlie reali^ of his intentions, ho made 
a gift to your petitioner Elizabeth Brown of what 
estate he had in India and left h will in her hands; 

■ wherein he bequeaths'!' her his whole estate and 
makes her sole Executrix. But notiiithstandihg. 
all the vows, ties, and obligations he had brought 
himself under. Captain Henry Cornwall ii^ a short 
time after his amvaMn fingland marries himself to 
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another woman; and after all this iujurions and un¬ 
fair dealin(( towards your petitioner, the said Henry 
Cornwall, to proye himself the same man through¬ 
out, would have his bonds and oldigutions under 
his hand and seal to go for nothing, and to be of 
as little force and validity as his words and vows. 
We, therefore, your petitioners humbly apply our¬ 
selves to your Honors for redress, hoping you will 
oblige him to satisfy Ms bond for one thousand 
pounds, which he hath forfeited ;*n poor repara¬ 
tion for all the injustice he hath done us« There 
hath been a suit commenced upon tMs Bond, for 
some time depending in the Mayor’s Court, but 
deferred to be brought to a judgment upon advice 
that Captain Henry Cornwall was designed for this 
place; presuming, as may be supposed, he would 
either comply with Ms bond, or offer such terms 
as would be accepteil of ; and the llevd. Padre 
Lewis did before and since the arrival of the 
" Sherborne;” speak to your petitioners to ac- 
compiodate matters amicably with Captain' Oom- 
whll (if it might be done) and not drive things to 
extrem’ty. To which your petitioners did not seem 
averse. But instead of offering to come to an ao- 
commodation. Captain Hemry Cornwall, the second 
day after his arrival, sent a mtter to your Petitioner 
Elizabeth Brown, of wMch she cannot better, nor 
more modestly give you the contents, then by 
saying, it was made up of <ldl the ill pptnrc and iU 
language hh is master of; and after so much un¬ 
worthy and base treatment as we have met with 
feom this man, for Mm to think at last to run us 
()own, and to carry his' point by cahunny and 
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slander is so vile a tiling, that no man who hat£ 
the least sense of honor or the least grain of 
honesty would be guilty of. lye shall not be 
further troublesome to your Honors, but only beg 
leave to observe, that if such principles and such 
practices be connived at, no man’s honour, per¬ 
son, or ekate can be any longer safe. We hope 
your Honors will take things into your serious 
consideration, and do us that justice which to your 
wisdom siiall appear our due. Thu reason of our 
addressing your Honors at this time is, that 
Mr. Mayor hath refused liis warrant to arrest 
Captain Cornwall in an action of one thousand 
pounds, at the suit of yciu: Petitioner Elizabeth 
Brown, aiul we as in duty bound shall ever 
pray. Fort St. Gteorge, February 13th, 1711.” 

Captain ComwaH’s answ^ to these chaiges «s 
still more interesting. 

“ Monday, 19th February. To the Honorable 
William Fraser, Esq. Governor of Fort St. George 
and Council. 

“ Gentlemen—“ You were pleased on Thurs¬ 
day last to summon me to answer to a petition, 
preferred by Mrs. Elizabeth Brown and Anno 
Foquet of this place, toj^hing a designed marriage 
between the said illizabeth Brown and self, a per¬ 
fect account of which I gave at that time, and 
comes inserted in this uarrativeC. 

" The mc#ve that iitduced me to enter into an 
obligation of that nature was the assui^ees Mr&. 
Anne Foquet gave me of preferment from England 
by her and her friends’ recommendations .home ; 
which proved no way# serviceable, but' rather the 
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contrary. I often repeated to her and daughters, 
if 1 could flot better myself by post or fortune, I 
would by no megns think of complying with that 
obligation. When Mrs. Foquet’s Mends proved* 
of no use, I solicited my own relations, tlmt en¬ 
tirely refused all merchandize, being strangers 
to trade. Tlien the time drawing near for the 
India Shipping to depart that year, I petitioned 
the Honorable United Company to come abroad 
a passenger on Captain Phrip, wlxioh they granted 
and he refused, being full and my circumstances 
not able to permit me to pay for my passage. I 
then solicited both the Captain Hudsons who re- 
fuseil the same. 1 then advised with my friends 
what method to take that might be of service to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, and a sufficient acquittance 
tome. First, I deqjjprcd my circumstances, so 
miserable when in England, I was forced to run 
in debt and that considerably. Secondly, I had 
no interest 'in the Company then governing to 
serve mo by recommendation abroad. Thirdly, I 
presume the most of this place knows Mrs. Foquet 
not able to better any one’s circumstances by 
interest or fortune. Notwithstanding her present 
encouisgemcnt in this affair, these circumstances 
considered on both sides, if any one gentleman 
can see the least nppearanee of any thing but com¬ 
plete mjijiy, in case of that marriage, I should 
willingly submit to the several 8<|tt^cnts. I 
chnnot pe^ive • that Mrs. Anne Foquet ever de- 
.Ugned a marriage, because she declar^ to llobert 
'^wort,h Esq., Mayor of {his place, that she refusod 
me maiTiagte before T went Ifcme, because, she was 
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nssu^d 1 would many in England, wh^ she would 
hard the opportunity of prosecutiiig this obligutiaa. 
Further, why’did Mrs. Aune Ehtjaet and Itrawii 
give roe on obligation of Captain Lee’s, now Com- 
inaiuler of the “ Litdjfield,” to prosecute him for 
not complying with llte marriage according to his 
obligation, not out of date at the commencing of 
mine, if she designed her daughter my wife. T 
can give several instances wherein Mi-s. Fotprot 
has showed herself a designing woman of no sin¬ 
cerity. She and her daughter are pleased to 
tenn’thc peimlty of the ohligation, a poor repara¬ 
tion for injuries 1 have done them. -If they were 
ns just ill their aspersions as 1 have been in this 
proceeding, they would not have troubled your 
Honor aud Council with their petition on this oc¬ 
casion. 

1 think, since I could not procure a passage 
out occasioned by ray miserable ■ eircumstauccs, 
Mrs, Foquet and daughter are under ohjiga- 
I ions to me, that I advised them of it in orchy 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Brown’s not refusing any offer 
to her advantage. I did at my first arrival at the 
tVest coast, orde^ my attorney here, ,tsq, make 
Mrs. Elizabeth llrowii a considerable present 
for the favours received when last hrore. But^^ 
since my anival at this Port, 4 found^^ many 
malicious fromjier, that it has^imrely rqj; 

moved th^i^kglits of any such thin|^ My cir-' 
cumstances are miserable enough, having lost 
1 was. worth, by my mirfortunc ^ Ceylon ; at^ 
the balance of ray accounts for four years’ semco 
iu this place amounts to s(i smgjj a sum that 1 fear 

19 
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1 shall go off a ilebtor from this place. I am 
ready to make oath in every particular here in¬ 
serted ; hoping j-(?ur Honor and the tounoil wilt 
take it into yonr serious consideration; then doubt 
not but yon will perceive my actions on my side 
justifiable; otherwise 1 must refer myself to the 
Courts at home, by whose verdict I must rest 
satisfied. 1 am, with due respect, 

Your Honor’s and Council’s most hiunblc Servant, 
Henbi Cohnwall.”" 

Tlie Judgment of tlic Governor and Council 
upon this ease is worthy of record. 

“ Monday, liHh February 1711. Pursuant to. 
th^ order of last Consultation, Mrs. Foquet, and 
her daughter Elizal>cth’'i?rown, ns likewise Captain 
Cornwall appear now before us ; where after all 
parties were fully heard, more especially Captaiu 
Cornwall, all persons being desired to withdraw :— 
it is the unanimous opinion of the Board (Mr, 
Jlaw'ortji excepted), that (hiptnin Henry Cornwall, 
having married a wife in Eiiglaml notwithstanding 
his preengagement with Mrs. Brown, he has for¬ 
feited Ids obligation and thereby become liable 
to the penalty therein expressed ; but in regard 
we ought to weighi matters in the scales of Equity 
and right reason, and considering the present 
circurastanoes of Captain Cornwall 'Which are but 
moderate, having met with great losses, and 
lie generously oflbring a moiety of what he has in 
the world, and he having Vleared the reputation of 
said Mrs. Brown; ^th parties being called in. 
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were recoticilcd and innde friends, and the said 
Captain CorpwaU’s proposal accepted of.” 

About this time tlie King of Pegu appears to 
have been very anxious to obtain some articles, of 
European workmanship, particularly clocks, as ap¬ 
pears from the following letter to the Goveimor of 
l'’ort St. George, datetl Sith h’eliruary, 1711. 

“ In the jurisdiction of Suuapranda and Thama- 
<liha, the precious kingdom of Ava and Golden 
Court, Jicyah of Ni and king of twenty and three 
kingdoms and Monarchies, Lord of Silver, Gold, 
Aniher, Ruby mines, and red and gold Palaces 12 
in number made of Gold, Lord of the Elephant of 
great value, Lord of many horses of great ))ricp, 
Lord of all nations, Lord of all manner of arms, 
Ijord of many armies. Lord of this world, the ox- 
eellcnt High and Mighty Lord, 

“ His order to the Governor of Madras, being 
informed, that amongst the English nation, there 
arc many able men, and that without much trouble 
a clock may he had. I desire that it may be Ihtis, 
viz. that it strikes the hours distinctly, beginning 
in the morning by one and so on till tweh c ; 
having two images to strike the hours on the bell 
•or clock. This and another clock of Malta, with 
a woman’s image pouring oil in a vessel which 
runs all the hour ; and when It is out the said 
image fills it again and so every hour. „*The king 
having heard of these things will havc ihuch to fie 
done to get them ; and if not to be got, to send n 
man here to make them and shjill then return to 
his country. 1 have* sent by the Captain of my 
Sh^), Cojah Simon, to the Governor of Madras 
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two Ruby rings; if amongst the English or Por- 
tugucse there is any curiosity to be got, let it be 
sent. If my desire is necomplished there shall be 
great rewards accoriling to my piety, &c.” 

The goremorship of Mr. Fraser was, as already 
indicated, brought to a sudden close by the arri¬ 
val of a successor, as appears from the following 
entry. 

“ Wednesday, 11th July. This morning about 
8 o’clock, came ashore the Honorable JUdward 
Harrison Estf., who produced hisC'onimission, dated 
the 22nd December 1710, appointing him Presi¬ 
dent for the Right Honorable I'nilcd East India 
Company’s affairs on the coast of Coromimdel and 
Orissa, and of the Ginjee and Mahratta country, 
arid Governor of Fort St. George, Fort St. David, 
and the Island of Sumatra. Wliich being read, 
the lute President William Fraser Esq. did resign 
the chair, arfd deliver the keys of the Fort to the 
sajdtEdward Harrison Esq.” 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

GOVERNOESHIP OP MR. EDVAKD HARRISON. 

1711—13. 

The commencement of the Governorship of .Mr. 
llntrison is a lilting moment for reviewing the 
contemporary state of Southern India and the 
Dekkan. The declining condition of the ilogul 
power had led to the establishment of new re¬ 
lations between the English and the Native 
aSthorities; and at the same lime we are ap- 
proaehing the period when our historians gene¬ 
rally have commenced what they have been plcnseil 
to term the history of the itritisU empire in India. 
Henceforth therefore the new facts we shall bring 
forward from the official records will rapidly in¬ 
crease in value. They will serve to throw a cldhr- 
er light upon one of the most obscure portions of 
the history of the Mogul rule ; and thus they will 
form a connecting link between the dry Native 
annals of Southern India, and the delightful and 
picturesque history of Robert Oraic. 

The death of the great Adrungzebe in 1707, 
and the Subsequent struggle between his three 
sons which led to the establishment of Shhh 
Aulum on the throne of Delhi, have already been 
noticwl; and it will be remembered lhak a large 
portion of the Maholheiran conquests in the Car¬ 
natic, including the country round Madras, hud 
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been granted as a jaghire to the celebrated gene¬ 
ral Zulfikar Khan. The rising of the Sikhs to 
the west of Delhi had called away “Zulfikar Khan 
to the assistance of his royal master Shah Aulura. 
Tor a brief period Dawood Khan had acted as 
Soubah of Golconda, in behall of Zulfikar Khan ; 
but ill his turn was called away by the troubles 
in the North West.* 

In 1710 the Dewnn Sadatulla Khan was appoint¬ 
ed Nabob of the flarnatic, and appears to have 
retained the government until his death'in 1732. 
He is briefly mentioned by Ornic as having been 
a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carna¬ 
tic ; and appears to have been noticed by that 
historian in consequence of his being the first 
Nabob who attempted to render the ollico heredi- 
11117 . Ormc says that Sadatulla Khan, “■ having 
no issue, adopted the tw'o sons of his brother ; 
appointing tJic elder. Dost Ali, to succeed in the. 
Nabobshi)); and conferring on the younger, Doker 
A’i," the government of Vellore.” This Sada- 
talla Khan has already been mentioned as having 
required Governor Fraser to deliver up the 
five out-villages to the lleuter of I’oonamalleo ; 
and his further intercourse with the English will 
be fully illustrated in future chapters. 

As regards the .general state of the Mogul em- 

* Friim entries in tlic Coneultatlon Books, respective¬ 
ly ilated 2h(l o£ October and 24tb of November, 1710, 
wo team that Isuph Khan held the post of Subah of 
Uolconda at this time, bat that in consequence of some 
trouble., caused by the Mal rattas in the neighbourhoisl 
of Crolconda, ‘Dawood Khou was again appointed Subaii 
in his room. 
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pire (luring the reign of King Shah Aulum, but 
little need be said. Shah Aulum sacrificed the 
prestige of Ids'*sovereignly for the isnke of a hollow 
peace, lie effected a compromise with the Raj¬ 
poots and Malu'attas, but though he thus ap¬ 
peared to secure his throne from their attacks, he 
was wholly unable to repress the gi-owiug dis¬ 
orders, which in the end produced tlic downfal of 
the Mogul dynasty, lie died in 1713, after a 
short reign of five years. 

The great event in the governorship of Mr. 
llarrilon, namely the rupture between the English 
at Fort SW llavid and the Mussulman Governor 
of Ginjee, is strikingly illustrative of tin; con¬ 
temporary state of Southern India. Sixteen 
miles south of I’ondichcny and a hundred mil(^ 
south of Madras, was the English settlement of 
Fort St. David, to which we have already had 
fre(|uent occasion to allude. In . 1691 the 
English had bought the settlijpient, previously 
named Tegnapatam, of llam Raja, the Mahratta 
sovereign who was at that time in possessijn of 
Ginjee. The plot of Dr. Blackwell to deliver up 
F'ort St. David to Zidflkar Khan in 1693 has been 
mentioned in its 'proper place. The celebrated 
fortress of Ginjee is worthy of a passing notice. 
It is seated on the declivities af three detached 
rocky mountains, of very difficult ascent and from 
four to 600 feet in height, which were connected 
by litfts of works enclosing an extensive triangle 
in the plains between them ; and fOr centuries this 
place had been regarded by the natives of Southern 
India as the strongest Fort in the Carnatic. Its 
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origin (latos far bade in immemorial anliquitv. 
Somewhere aboat the time of the wars of the white 
and red Hoses, it'appears to have bebn the great 
stroiigliold of the kings of Chola (Tanjore) against 
the famous old liindbo sovereigns of Bijauugur. At 
length about 1>. 1500,—about the time of the 
l>attle of Bosworth Field and the accession of the 
house of Tudor,—the kingdom of (Oiola, and with 
it the fortress of (iinjee, was transferred to tlu! 
possession of the Kajahs of Bijauugur; and long 
after flic kingdom of Bijauugur had been over- 
tlirown l)y the. Miissalman sovereigns of the 
Dekkan, the lliudoo.s still retained posspssion of 
(Iinjee. About IfiOl) the Fort was captured by 
the Mussulman king of Bijaporc ; but in 1077 it 
vvas taken by Sevajee the great Muhratta. F’or 
four or five years it held out under Bam Baja 
against the whole force of the army of Aurungzebc ; 
but was (inaljy captured by Zulfikar Khan in 105)8. 
A series of Bajpoot governors were then appointed 
by the Mogul, and ruled the surrounding country 
in his name ; but during the anarchy which fol¬ 
lowed the dcatii of Aunmgzebe, these Bajpoots af¬ 
fected independence and assumed the rank of 
Bajahs. 

At the time of Mr. Harrison’s accession to tlie 
(ioveniment of Fort St. George, Serope Singh wa.s 
Governor or liajnh of Ginjee. It is difficult to 
assign the exact limits of the country under the 
jurisdiction of Serope Singh ; but it was probably 
bounded on the“ north by Hie territory under the 
NabobI of Arcot, and on the south by the Hindoo 
principalities of Trichinopoly and Tanjore. Fort 
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St. David was thus included in the countiy under 
Serope Singh, in the same way that , Fort St. 
(leorge was included in the oomjtry of Sadatnlln 
Khan. It appears that a former Deputy Gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. David, Mr. llobcrts by name, had 
in some sort of way, not sufficiently explained in the 
records, become security to Serope Singh for the 
sums eollected by the Henters. Sub8C<juently the 
Renters had run away with the money, and Serope 
Singh held the English Company responsible for tlie 
amount. By way of expediting^ settlement, 
SeroiJf Singh had earned away two Eimopean Offi¬ 
cers of the garrison of Fort St. David, and confined 
them and treated them with the greatest barbarity 
at Ginjee. In I'ebruaiy 1711, an attempt was 
made by the Government of Fort St. David to 
seize some Chief men of the Ginjee government! 
who happened to be in the neighbourhood of Fort 
St. David. No prisoners were taken, but three 
Moormen, and one of tlie Fort St. Datfid Garrison 
were killed on the spot. Great troubles laore 
therefore to bo anticipated from this direct act of 
hostility on the part of the English ; and as it ap¬ 
pears that the Government of Fort St. David had 
acted in many case? most injudiciously, and that 
tlui utmost disorder prevailed in the Gjirrison, Mr. 
Ifaworth, a member of the Council of Fort .St. 
tleorge was dispatched to the'scene of action, 
accomixmied by five Europeau ships whose 
presence it w.as hoped would bring the enemy’ 
to terms. Mr. Haworth set off jn July 1711. 
The following extracts will^ illustrate the state of 
affairs. The enemy’s‘force from Ginjee had 

20 
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blockadfid Fort St. David by Jand, so that am¬ 
munition and provisions could only be forwarded 
by sea. The first extract is entered in the con¬ 
sultation on Sunday evening 19th August, 1711, 
and is entitled “ A true narrative of an action that 
happened between Captain lloaoh’s party and our 
enemy this day, being the 11th of August, 1711.” 
It is related in Captain Eoach’s own words, and 
de-seribcs a desperate encounter in which he was 
engaged with the forces of Ginjee. The narrative 
is as follows :i- 

“ I was ordered to possess myself of a part of 
the bounds, where the enemy were seen to be firing 
very briskly from last night; which I did this 
morning by break of day. I ordered about 200 
peons that belonged to the outguards to attend 
me. The coolies began to work about the de¬ 
molishing the walls by six in the morning, and 
continued till 12 at noon ; but could not hear of 
any of the enemy’s to be near our bounds, only a 
ffw peons about a mile oil', lint about 12 o’clock, 
intelligence was brought tliat Mahobat Khan, with 
all tlm force of Ghiujee, was within a mile of our 
bounds. Upon which 1 despatched immediately 
a peon to the Governor and Council, who was not 
arrived in twp hours. In the interim, befored 
had any relief from the rest of the bounds, they 
attacked m4 with’about 400 horses and 1000 foot. 
It was a great misfortune to me their attacking 
the party Captain Coventry had tlie command of, 
and Ensign S^mervile ; tlie latter proved such a 
cowasd, that he was tlie occasion of the ruin of 
the whole party, in showifig them an example by 
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running away first, which cost him his life, and 
abundance more of the same party' But I must 
do Captain Coventry that justice^ that he behaved 
himself extraordinarily well, and would have made 
a very good officer, if please God he had lived. 
He received several wounds before he dropt. 1 
had my horse shot under me, and was charged 
several times by the whole party of horse upon 
both flanks and rear, and kept them in play till 
they were glad to leave me master of the field with 
less than forty men. There was not one of the 
300 peons I carried with me, would stand, neither 
officers, nor peons ; but when the horse charged 
me, they presently ran away. If they had but 
stood by me, I would have mounted as many 
horses of the enemies as would have made a good 
troop for the Company. For there was not less 
than seventy or eighty of them running about 
the field, without riders, their masters being dis¬ 
mounted. We compute that the eftemy could 
have lost not less than 140 and 150 men lulled 
and wounded, besides horses. 1 have buried tlie 
dead all in the field of battle, excepting Captain 
Coventry and Ensign Somervile whom I sent to 
the fort. I leave (jny impartial person to judge 
what the loss of the enemy must be, when they 
were at tiie push of the pike for two hours to¬ 
gether, and applied with our bullets and swan shot 
as fast as possibly we could. This is the true nar¬ 
rative of what happened.” 

The next extract, dated 10th S.pptember, 1711, 
will show the disorders w^ch prevailed at tl^s time 
amongst the soldiers oFthe garrison. It is entitled 
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An account of the murder of Thomas Parsons, 
Serjeant, by Jacx)b Vanbashxyson, Centinel, one of 
the Bengal men, Jhut at present belonging to Cap-' 
tain lloach’s party.” 

” Thomas Kirk, John Buck, and Abraham Clark, 
belonging to Captain A'iver’s company at Cudda- 
lore, by his permission came to the Fort to visit 
some of their comrades, particularly Thomas Par¬ 
sons who had the command of the party at Teve- 
napatam Gate. On meeting him they.went in 
company to a punch house near the said gate, 
where they found several more of their vopation 
drinking ; but being none of their awpxaintance, 
they passed by them, saluting them with their 
usual ceremony, “ Good mowow to ye brothers,” 
and so went into another yard, where they stayed 
no longer than to drink a dram each man. Then 
they were returning, when Jacob Vanbashayson, a 
•Dutchman, without any manner of provocation 
given, attacked the said Seijcant Thomas P.arsons 
witk his naked sword, and struck him several blows 
over his head. Secondly, without giving him time 
to dufend himself, he gave him a thrust 
into his body, on which he immediately fell. 
John Kirk abovementioued W'as the person next 
to the Seijcant, who the said Jacob Vanbashayson 
attacked in the same manner he did Parsons. But 
seeing the fate intended him, he defended himself 
so well with his sword (which was not drawn), 
that though he cut his scabbard in six places and 
made several t|u'usts at him, yet he received no 
harm i but had cci’tainl;^ been murdered, had not 
John Buck slept into lus Ussistance. John Buck 
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inuoediately called Jacob Vanbaahayson, and seized 
his sword, which—notwithstanding he drew through 
his hand and«gavc him some strokes over the head, 
and at last made a stab at him which just toudi- 
ing his thigh,—for safety of his life he was obliged 
to quit his hold; when the said Jacob. Van- 
bashayson still pursued him, and to save his 
life, having no weapon, he was forced to dodge 
him round some pillars which were in the yard, 
till he found an importunity to go out of the 
door; which he immediately embraced, but as 
he was going over the threshhold was prevented 
liy Derrick Johnson, who pulled him back by the 
coat and likewise knocked down John Kirk, liy 
this time the guard from Tevenopatam came, and 
made the two Dutchmen prisoners. Though they 
resisted some time with sword in hand, before tlify 
would surrender, and the murderer was so very des¬ 
perate for fear of condign punishment, that had he 
not been bound he would open brensfed have run 
upon the bayonets on the muzzle of the gutud’s 
pieces. 

“ Jacob Vanbasliayson says nothing mon? in his 
defence than that he was drunk'and knew not 
what he did, that he had no malice at all against 
the Seijeant, and’ repented sincerely of the fact. 
Notwithstanding, as he hud imbrued his hands in 
a fellow soldier’s blood, he thougHt he deserved to 
die ; but begged if we could not be merciful, as 
he had good relations (though he now was no more 
than a Cciitinel) that he might not die the death 
of a rogue, but a 8oldier„and be shot to death by 
a file or two of men the party he belonged to. 
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“ Derrick Johnson who was with him, is a fel¬ 
low that has been publicly scourged at Batavia, 
and wears the cross on his back. He denies he 
was accessory to the murder, and that he only 
interfered when he knocked Kirk down, to part the 
persons engaged. But all circumstances make the 
contrary appear, and shows his inclinations as 
good. But it was not in his power to commit as 
heinous a crime ns his companion. 

“ Thomas Parsons was brought speechless into 
the fort; but at that juncture more occasioned by 
liquor than his wound. The Doctor had some 
hopes at first; but in six hours they ended with 
the fellow’s life. Upon opening his body we fqund 
the wound, very near dii'ect down, and that the 
sword had penetrated his midriff and wounded 
several of his intestines. 

“ This is what the three persons first named 
have d(!clarcd upon oath bcfoi'c the Deputy Gover¬ 
nor and Council. Tno. Guay. Secretary.” 

♦“'Fort St. David, September 11th 1711. 

Ab^ut this time a Lieutenant and Ensign were 
found drunk and incapable whilst on guard at 
Cuddulorc, at a time of imminent danger. Ac¬ 
cordingly they were sent to Madras, and the fol¬ 
lowing remarks upon their case, as well ns upon 
the murder of IVireons, are entered in the consul¬ 
tation book as follows -.— 

• “Thursday, 20th September, 1711. Lieutenant 
"Viver and Ensign Williams being sent for up, and 

• Th4 murderer appears<to Jjave been subsequently 
executed. 
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the charge against them being read by the Secre¬ 
tary, they were asked by the President, wlint they 
had to say Jn their vindication ; who making 
many frivolous excuses, but at last confessing their 
crime and begging pardon, were ordered to with¬ 
draw, and the President offered to the board ns fol¬ 
lows. That the military in general under this 
Presidency are, by slack discipline for the past two 
years, become so intolerably sottish amf disorder¬ 
ly tlmt it is high time a reformation should be 
made for the security of our settlements, and the 
Honorable Company’s estate committed to our 
charge. 

“ The barbarous murder lately committed on 
Serjeant Parsons by a drunken Dutchman at Fort 
St. David, is testimony sufficient to what a height 
of insolence matters arc grown ; and it is well 
known that Mr. Farmer when Deputy Governor 
of Fort St. David durst not go out of the Fort for 
fear the. Guard should shout him as he passed the 
gate. 

“ Add to these instances the daily disorders'of 
drunkenness in this garrison, which though .severe¬ 
ly punished, yet the seeds still remain, and the 
cure is not thoroughly perfected. 

“ If the officers tiiemselves, whose business it is 
by strictness of discipline and good examples to 
preserve their command and keep their people 
within the bounds of their duty ; if they shall be 
found dead drunk upon their posts in a time 6f 
service when surrounded by the enemy, what can 
be" expected but ruin and dcstruciion to the affairs 
of those that employ them. 
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“ Offered further that the crime io our Eu¬ 
ropean Armiee is punished in a capital manner ; 
and then the question was pul and Ainanimously 
agreed that Lieutenant Viver and Ensign Williams 
he cashiered, and that Lieutenant Viver do prepare 
to go for England by the Halifax.” 

Whilst Fort St. David was thus in dangerof 
jailing into the hands of Serope Singh, Mr. Harri¬ 
son thougKt it advisable to lay the whole matter 
before Zidfikar Khan, in the hope that the iilter- 
I'ereneo of so great a man might have its effect up¬ 
on the Jlajah of Oinjec. j’iie letter to Eujjikiir 
Khan is dated 11th October, 1711 and is as 
follows :— 

To TIis Excellency Zulfikar Khan Bahadur, 
Nurzerat Sing, Backshee of the whole Era- 
•pire, Sic. 

“ Sir, - finderstanding how great a share your 
Excellency bears in the (.Tovermnent of this mighty 
Empire, 1 th'ought it my (liity to actpiaint you of 
mj, arrival here to preside over the English affairs 
in these parts ; and I think myself obliged more 
especiatly so to do, in regard that my predecessor 
in this (Jovermnent (Mr. I'itl) have informed me, 
before I left England ; that as your Excellency 
was one of the Chief pillars of the Empire, so you 
bad upon sundry occasions manifested your good in¬ 
clinations to the English in these parts ; and that it 
was under your shadow and by your good counte¬ 
nance that they enjoy those ])rivilcges and security 
in their trade, v^hich now they do. While Your 
Excellency lay with yourj,nrniy at Cinjec, 1 under- 
9t.nul you were pleased to isSue out your Purwan- 
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na for securing to us our privileges at Terenapa- 
tam (Fort St. David). Upon my arrival here I 
found that, place in trouble; Serope Singh 
having seized some of the English there and car¬ 
ried them prisoners to Ginjee, on occasion of some 
disgust given him by a former Governor. We are 
but a small handful of people, and our business 
is trade ; and, tlmrefore, all quarrels with the Go¬ 
vernment is extremely prejudicial to us, and dis- 
troys the end for which we settle in these parts. 
Since my coming I have laboured all I could to 
compose this difference, but to iny great trouble, 
it hath hitherto proved ineffectual, if this affair 
comes to be represented at Court, no doubt but 
Serope Singh’s agents will do it as much to our 
disadvantage as they can. I, therefore, humbly 
beg of your Excellency, that if any complaint«be 
made against us on this subject that you will be, 
pleased to excuse the matter, and that we desire 
nothing more than to live in tranquility and peace 
in our small Factories. And if Your ExceUency 
would be pleased to procure us his Majesty's 
Hoosbullhookum to Serope Singh, to le% us live 
in quiet and mend on trade, it will be a singular 
service to your petitioner, and which he shall al¬ 
ways retain a grateful sense of.” 

To this letter no reply appears to have been re¬ 
ceived. Zultikar Khan, now'the great Bahadur 
Khan, was far too much engaged to trouble himself 
about the affairs of a smaU Factory of foreign 
merchants, like those at Fort S|. David and Fort 
St. George. 

Our next extract ffs a still more curious one. 

21 
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Mr. Haworth on arriving at Fort St. David to 
take up the duties of Deputy Governor, discover¬ 
ed that his immediate predecessor -Mr. Farmer 
had ordered tlie destruction of a great quantity 
of grain and a large number of villages belonging 
to the Ginjce government, simply because he had 
heard that Mohabat Khan, the commander of the 
beseiging fcarce, luul boasted that the Englisli 
“ dared not make another attempt by marching 
out into the country belonging to Serope Singh.” 
This needless act of destruction and ravage natu¬ 
rally increased both the exasperation and the de¬ 
mands of the llajah of Ginjce, who at that time- 
had sent ambassadors to Fort St. David with the 
terms on winch he was prepared to conclude a 
peace. When these terms were communicated to 
Fort St. George, together with the cause of their 
being so much in excess of the Renters debt, the 
matter was warmly commented on by Governor 
Harrison and Council ns follows;— 

Monday, 2ytli October. A general letter 
from Fort St. David was read ; in Avhich to our 
great '.wrprise, we find tluit Mr. Farmer and the- 
Council in liis time have set their hands to the 
Mowing paragraph. 

“ it is most certainly true that Serope Singh 
could not before in justiee demand more of us 
than the Renters debt, and not that neither be¬ 
cause Mr. Roberts was their security when they 
run away, not the Company; but the destruction 
of fifty or sixty thousand pagodas worth of grain, 
about fifty two villages (ind towns, among which 
was his favorite town Ycmbdllum, and killing the 
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Paodemim: these are things which really make his 
demands carry too muchjustice with them; and we 
heartily wish .the ditferences may be composed, 
and so happily settled as before the commencement 
of this war. Without your permission though to 
disburse something considerable out of the Com¬ 
pany’s cash, we shall not ask it till we find on 
absolute necessity.” 

“ We (the Governor and Council of Fort St, 
■George) cannot but observe with a great deal 
of concern the unaccountable folly and ill- 
man^emcnt of these gentlemen through the 
whole course of this affair; but most parti- 
oularly in this artifle. For after they had sent 
out all their forces, without any orders from 
hence, to bum and destroy all the count 0 ^ 
and grain round about them, empowered by,a 
single order signed by Mr. Farmer only,—they now 
as good as tell us in so many words, that tlie un¬ 
lawful depredations they have committed really 
make Serope Singh’s demands carry too muclv jus¬ 
tice with them ; and shamefully confess that ttt^ 
«re afraid they sliall be necessitated to ask us to 
disburse something considerable out of the Com¬ 
pany’s cash. Mr. Farmer and his then Council 
would have done vesy well to have considered this 
inconvenience before they proceeded so rashly ou 
their own heads.” 

A few days afterwards some further progress 
was made in effecting a settlement with the am¬ 
bassadors of Serope Singh, as will be seen by the 
following extracts. ^ 

“ Tuesday, 0th Ifofember. The President 
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communicates to the Board a letter from the 
Deputy Governor of Fort St. David ; the sub¬ 
stance of which if as follows :— 

“ That the enemy cannot be brought to more 
moderate demands than thirty thousanu Chuckrums, 
which is sixteen thousand six hundred pagodas. 
In consideration of which they will give us three 
towns, Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Coronut- 
tum, besides their half of all the towns that lay 
part within and part without our bounds. They 
likewise agree for ever to renounce alt claim to our 
bounds, and all pretensions upon us whatseever, 
with the usual presents of horses and vests upon 
the like occasion. To all which the Deputy Go¬ 
vernor desires a speedy answer; this being their 
last result, and that he keeps the ambassadors 
with very much difficulty from returning to 
Ginjee.” 

" Then the state of the Fort St. David war W'as 
taken into consideration and fully debated. 

.“‘Agreed that our Honorable Masters are at 
four thousand pagodas charge more or less per 
montB for maintaining the war, besides several 
stores and provisions sent from hence; and no rent 
was received for the villages in our bounds since 
the beginning of the war, which is an intolerable 
charge; and no hopes of any ease as long as the 
war continues, amounting to forty-eight thousand 
pagodas per annum. 

" Agreed that if the war continues, our people 
will be shut up in their bounds, and we must sup¬ 
ply than with grain from hence and all other 
necessaries. Most of their Sihabitants out of fear 
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would desert them; and our merchants, though 
they have made a large contract, will never be able 
to bring in •their goods; and aconsequently we 
shall have our broad cloth left upon our hands 
when the next year’s shipping arrives. 

“ Agreed likewise unanimously that let us con¬ 
tinue the war never so long, we can never hope to 
be reimbursed one farthing of our vast expenses. 
It would indeed have been well, if all these things 
had been didy considered before our predecessors 
were so far engaged in it. But it is never too 
late to repent of wrong measures, and now we must 
make the best of a bad market; wherefore we 
have agreed that a letter be wrote to the Deputy 
Governor and Council of Fort St. David as fol¬ 
lows :— 

“ To Eobert Haworth, Esq., Depxity Governor 

of Fort St. David and Council. 

“ Sirs,—This morning the Governor has laid 
before us Mr. Haworth’s letter of the 3rd inJtajit, 
wherein he writes |hat the enemy will not come to 
any agreement unless we consent to pay‘thirty 
thousand Chuckrams, which we take to be sixteen 
thousand six hundred and odd pagodas. In consi¬ 
deration of which they will give the vill^es of 
Trevandrum, Padre Copang _and Coronuttum, 
besides their half of all the tow’ns which lie part 
within our hedge and part without, and that th^ 
will entirely renounce all claim to our bounds on 
any pretence whatsoever. 

" We have very seriously considered fhe first 
article and find it to be so unreasonable a sum of 
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monfiy tliat we can never consent to pay it on our 
Honorable Masters’ account. 

“ We cannot jvdj?e if it be worth while to buy 
the three villages befi re mentioned, and the half of 
the towns that lie part witliin otir bounds and part 
without, till yon send us a computation of what 
revenue they will annually, yield, and what security 
we can have we shall continue in quiet possession 
of them hereafter. For we must be of opinion we 
have too much ground already at your settlement 
to defend against an enemy. If 8erope Singh 
dares dispute a grant confirmed to us byi.Zul- 
fikar Kliau Bahadur, what value ought we to put 
upon his grant, (or what else he will call it) who 
is no more in comparison with the other than his 
Bnckshi is to him, and may be not so much, 
ri'ay let this point be urged home, and let us have 
a speedy answer. 

“ An entire reuounciation of claim to all things , 
within our bounds is a tender point to be handled; 
fog Ins pretemling to a claim, after Zulfikar Khan 
Bahadur’s grant, is an undeniable reason why we 
shoukP buy no grants of him ; since by the same 
rule the next (lovernor of (linjee may dispute our 
title to all we pos-scss, and, by the sann! forcible 
means may compel us to pay what sum lie pleases, 
so that*our title will always be precarious. 

“ Wo should consent to paying off the Renter’s 
dfbt ; and if wo could have good security that 
even he himself and the rogues about him would 
not molest us in<, the possession of these gi-auts 
he oflcM, we might though imwillingly consent to 
piay a sum of money for thetn, but never the stun 
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tiiey insist upon. Since upon the best account 
we can get of the Tillages here, the rent will be 
but inconsiderable. 

“ We shall wait your answer to these material 
points, and in the mean time desire that the treaty 
may go on in the manner we have mention¬ 
ed ; that is to say that the Henter’s debt be 
kept apart and made up by itself; and if 
we give any thing more that it may be for some 
thing that you are satisfied will bring in an equiva¬ 
lent in a few years, or otherwise we can never con¬ 
sent to buy till we have orders from England. 

“ We leave this raanageraent ns we did formerly 
to the Deputy Governor, with the same tlirections 
t hat he lay the treaty before the Board, ere the 
agreement is perfected.” 

Immediately afterwards further intelligence wSs 
received from Fort St. David to the efl'ect that the 
Company’s merchants and all the. chief inhabitants, 
were determined to leave the bounds if the treaty 
shoidd break through; also that the towns oirerftd,by 
Serope Singh W’crc .worth six thousand chuckrums 
per annum ; and that if the ambassadors wofe once 
sulfered to return to Ginjee there would be no hopes 
of getting them down a second time; and if the 
English should be forced to send their own am¬ 
bassadors to Ginjee for a peape, it would cost at 
least double the money. Accordingly another 
letter was dispatched to Mr. Haworth, from whi<^ 
we make the following extracts. 

“ We are still of the same opinion for a speedy 
and honorable peace. Wic agree that Serope Singh 
ought to have satisfaftion for the Renter’s debt. 
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and wc should as readily agree to make Mr. Ro¬ 
berts pay it, if it was in our power. But since it 
is not, we must by the necessity of affairs submit 
to pay it for him ; because he was the Company’s 
Governor, and it being always customary for the 
Governors to treat singly with the great men of 
these parts, that whatever is transacted Between 
them, they look upon it as Arm as if done with the 
Company themselves. We shall apply the money 
we have attached belonging to Mr. Roberts, for 
the payment of this matter as far os it will go, and 
shall take care to debit him for the remaindec. 

“ We think this article of our treaty ought to 
be first settled ; and as to the remaining part of 
the sum demanded, we had much rather let his 
precarious villages alone than have any thing 
<6 do with them; though we must confess six 
thousand chuckrums per annum is a sufficient 
rent for the ^ sum we are to pay. 

“ If you can make good what you write in your 
lattfcr, and can have good security that we shall 
enjoy the villages peaceably, and be unmolested 
in ou^ affairs, we are content that you make a 
peace upon the terms that you mention j though 
we hope you will show your dexterity in procuring 
an abatement. 

" It will behpve you to be very circumspect 
in the Articles of the treaty, and to part with no 
money till you have some security. Bor there is 
not a more faithless wretch xipon earth than the 
man you have to deal with. We desire that there 
may be an article inserttd for the ease and securi¬ 
ty of passengers at Tanapofium, whidJ-we think is 
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tlie place where Mr. Eaworth formerly met with 
so much trouble ia goiug to Fort 8t. Uavul. 

“ Tou willrflo well to lay th<sse matters now 
before your Uouneil ; and before you conclude the 
treaty, it will be proper that you protest in lorm 
jointly against Mr. Roberts as the author ol all 
these troubles, and the person that ought to be ac¬ 
countable for all the damages sustain^ thereby. 

“ As fcr your merchants offering to leave 
the bounds, we cannot but think it a great piece 
of insolence at such a juncture; and .since 
they would seem thereby to necessitate you to a 
compliance, it was a very proper time to ask them 
how much they could contribute to a peace. 
When they made their contract, they knew the 
war was a afoot; and though you liave not yet 
sent us a copy of your contract, we do not remenr- 
ber you ever mentioned that you had obbged your¬ 
selves to buy a peace. 

“ It is a great sum of money wc no*- consent to, 
and should never have done it upon any term»but 
the equivalent to re-imbursc us. Wc shall impali- 
ently expect your answers.” 

We gather from the following graphic account 
of an attack on the enemy’s entrenchments, that 
the negociations were for a while broken off. 

" Friday, 26th January, 1712. A general letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Coimcil of Fort 
St. David, dated the 20th instant, was read ; ac¬ 
quainting us that they had made an attack upoii 
an entrenchment of the enemy’s at a place called 
.Crimumbaukum, about Jialf way between that 
place and Bondicherry*, in the foUowing maimer. 
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“ Mr. Mworth being advised that a party of 
about three hundred Moorish foot^etache<l from 
their entrenchment at Crimumbauknm, used in 
their rounds to pass between Coniqnile and our 
hedge. Ordered Captain Courtney aiid Captain 
Howson, with sixty Grenadiers, to lay ambuscade 
for them on-the 19th, in a place that was thought 
the most convenient, and if possible cut them off. 
Accordingly at nine they went to the place appoint¬ 
ed, wlicre they waited till one o’clock, when per¬ 
ceiving none of tlie enemy appeared they marched 
(brectly to their entrenchment, which was imenedi- 
ately alarmed, about forty of them being without 
the door, who repairing in with a great deal of 
precipitation on their approach, excluded about 
twenty-two of their comrades. All which were 
iVninedkitely put to the sword, and then they (Cap¬ 
tains Courtney and Howson) ordered Seqeant Au- 
lin with two file of men, to mount the wall on the 
opposite side ; which he did with a great deal of 
bpivery, and forced them to retreat where the two 
captains were with the main body of the party ,- 
who iinmedialcly upon it ordered forty grenadoes to 
be flung in, which did wonderful cxecutiou. And 
while they were in this consternation, the greua- 
docs flying in pieces amongst them, and the seijeimt 
on the other side firing upon them with swan shot, 
they forced open' the door and entered sword in 
hand ; where they met with a good stout repulse. 
But the execution done upon them before had so 
ilispirited thcm„that in the end every man began 
to shift for himself; some making for the door, and 
others flinging themselves bver the.wall into the 
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ditch, in order to make their escape ; tiU whnt with 
those that got away, and those that tell, they had 
in a short tinje free possession of |he place without 
any molestation ; when they had an opportunity to 
view the slain which amounted to more than one 
hundred. Besides wliich they say the ground was 
all strewed with pieces of skulls, hands, and legs, 
which to be sure was the effect of the grenadoe 
shells.” 

The disorderly state of the garrison of Port St. 
David has already been illustrated, but still we 
cannot avoid bringing fonrard the following parti¬ 
culars as giving us an insight not only into the 
affairs of Port St. David, but into inililaty life in 
general as it was a hundred anil fifty years ago. 

“ Wednesday, 38th January. The Ih-esident 
acquaints the Board that the Deputy Governor 
and Council of Port St. David liave sent up 
Lieutenant Courtney, Ensign Brooks, arid Serjeant 
Peterson prisoners in two Mussulars,’ for several 
Climes set forth as follows in their general Iqjtter. 

“ On Tuesday last Captain Courtney haviiig 
dined with the Deputy Governor (Mr. llaworth) 
went as he was accustomed into Mr. Weld’s room, 
where was sitting Ensign Paddle. He walked 
backwards and forwards, for sometime without 
speaking a word. But at last attacked him in a 
very odd sort of a manner, telling him he was an 
impudent fellow, son of a Skip Jack, and used 
abundance of other epithets, very improper for a 
man that carries a commission, to utter or take; but 
Paddle it seems, regarding the place he lyas in, 
and not eai^ to nsake any disturbance under 
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Itir. Haworth’s roof, bore it very patiently, till 
Courtney at last drew and assaulted him j and be¬ 
fore the ^ard c^uld come in to quiet the distur¬ 
bance, had wounded Paddle about an inch and 
a half deep in the belly and stabbed him in the 
left temple. The Deputy Governor immediately 
secured them both under guards in dilferent ap- 
partments, and yesterday acquainted us with it in 
consultation; when they were both sent for up, 
and heard what they could say for themselves, and 
the declinations of Messrs. Matthew Weld and 
Henry Uottrel taken. The one of which war pre¬ 
sent when some words past between them on Sun¬ 
day last ; and the others not oidy there but bke- 
wise (he greatest part of the time they were scuf¬ 
fling togelhev. The copies of which wc enclose for 
yout Honor’s perusal.” 

“ Tlw Dcclnration of Mr. MaMtew Weld. 

“ Sunday the 3l)th in the Afternoon. Captain 
Hercules tlburtney and Ensign Joseph Paddle 
being at my lodgings, where also was Mr. Henry 
Cbltriil, when Captain Courtney asked Ensign 
Paddta to give one Kieliard Pain, a Centinel on the 
main guard and a dninken abusive fellow, liberty 
to go out of the Port for two or three hours in a 
day about some business be had for him. To 
which Ensign Paddle replied, he could not.' There¬ 
at Captain Courtriey paused a little, and then flew 
into a passion, saying, “ What do you mean 
Ensign Paddle, D--- me, I will have him with¬ 
out asking you,” To that Ensign Paddle said. 

If litj is a man belonging to your Company you 
may have him, but as he is upon tins gmtA, I 
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must have another in his room to do his 
Hereat Captain Courtney grew veiy abusive to 
Mr. Paddle the Ensign of the gpanl, giving him 
the lie, calling him an impudent saucy fellow, and 
threatened to beat him and thrust Ids cane down 
his throat, which he shook at him in a menacing 
manner, uttering many other abusive expressions. 
To all which said Ensign Joseph Paddle made 
civil replies and mild, and gave his reason, wliy 
he could not permit said Pain to go out of the 
Fort; he being so frequently guilty of niisdemca- 
ners when at his liberty, that iie feared, he should 
be blamed if he suflered him abroad ; desiring 
Captain Courtney not to treat liim so senrvily, 
and that he would not strike him, for he would 
not suffer it. When their difference gi-ew to this 
height I desired them both to forbear quarrelling 
in my house. Whereat, they then gave over, and 
I thought all would have hecn past by. 

“ But Tuesday the 22nd of January 1712, 
about three in the afternoon. Captain. Hercules 
Courtney came into my lodgings, where Mr.^ 
Joseph Paddle was with me at a table .smok¬ 
ing a pipe of tobacco ; and after taking some 
few turns in my room seemingly in a passion, 
stood by me and demanded of Ensign Paddle, 
how bl came to write so saucy and impudently to 
him in the parole note ; telling him that his su¬ 
periors used him with more respect than barely to 
conclude after the word with his name only. To 
this Ensign Paddle replied he wrote it in haste and 
desigi|i,Qd no affront by itj and hoped he would not 
make this omission occasion of quarelling with 
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him, on account of their late difference about said 
Itichard Fain; adding; ihat Captain Courtney had 
then very grossly abused him, who. answeiw he 
had not, but he very much deserved it; and im¬ 
mediately flew into a passion, and said he was a 
saucy impudent fellow and would make him 
know his distance, and let him see he did not 
make such os him his companion, with several 
such like scornful expressions. To which 
Mr. Faddlo replied in a very calm manner, “ Sir, 
1 bear a Commission so well as you and 
then desired he would curb his passion, for he 
could not bear such abuses. 

“ Upon that Captain Courtney flew into a more 
violent passion, and stepping back into the mid¬ 
dle of the room immediately drew his sword. 
Whereat Ensign Paddle (whose sword lay with 
the belt and scabbard about two steps on one side 
of him upon two chairs) got up and took hold of 
it. Ihit before ho had completely drawn, and put- 
ting.himself into a posture of defence, whilst the 
point of his sword was scarcely out of the sheath 
amt |)oiuting downward, Ca^oin Courtney who 
drew first and was in a readiness, advanced on him 
and struck a forcible blow on Ensign Paddle’s 
sword, which beat it up backward and so struck it 
out of his hand, pushed Ensign Paddle into tho 
belly who notwithhtanding readily got hold of his 
sword again. But in the.very instant as he stoop- 
id to recover it. Captain Courtney closed in with 
him, and shuffled him down into the window; 
where .Captain (Jourtney had him under, ^ith his 
loft hand on Ensign Paddleis sword arm, and his 
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own sword pointed at Ensign Paddle’s breast, bid¬ 
ding him deliver his sword and beg his life. Upon 
this I left them, and made what haste 1 could 
to call a guard; and on my return foimd Captain 
Courtney with both swords in his hands and 
Ensign Paddle asking for his sword, which 
Captain Courtney returned. After this a dispute 
arose about the dillerence, when Ensign Puddle 
told Captain Courtney that he used him very 
scurvily in towing on him in the Port and un¬ 
awares ; but ^hat now he was so good a man 
as himself. With that Captain Courtney said 

“ D-me Sirrah, what after I have given you 

your life and sword, you have the impudence to 
prate and immediately run furiously upon him, 
and catching hold of Ensign Paddle’s sword, broke 
it in two pieces ; and then they fell to cutting, l.^t 
were parted by Seijeant Wanton. Soon after c#me 
the Captain of the Guard, in whose presence Cap¬ 
tain Courtney continued to abuse Enlign Paddle in 
very scurrilous language, calling him “ skipkennel,” 
“ sorry fellow,” “ just come from waiting al a 
tableand treated him with abundance of sach like 
insufferable expressions ; though at the same time 
Ensign Paddle desired him to shake hands and be 
friends. To which Captain Courtney replied, he 
would not concern himself with any such fellow 
as he is.” 

Matthew Weld.”* 

* 'The other deposition is little juore than a repeti- 
tion of the above. Captain Courtney was subsequent¬ 
ly recalled. 
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The troubles at Fort St. David were at last 
bi'OH'flit to a conclusion in April 1712, through the 
mediation of M. y chert, French Governor of Pon¬ 
dicherry ; but the peace appears to have cost the 
(h)inpany a sum of 13,000 ))agoda3 in direct pay¬ 
ment to the llajah Seropc Siiigh and his officers, 
ill addition to the other charges and losses attend¬ 
ing the war. This mediation of the French was 
only accepted after some ilelibcratiou, as the war 
with France was not brouglit to a final close until 
the treaty of Utrecht in 1713. It way be men¬ 
tioned here that the fortress of Ginjee was captur¬ 
ed in 1715 by the Dewan Sadatulla Khan. 
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CHAPTEll XxVi. 

GOVERNOllSiriP OF MR. EDWARD HARRISON. 

{ContiMud^ 

1712—13. 

Uuriufc tlio tooublos at Port St. David recorded 
ill tlio last chapter, but few incidents of importance 
appear to have taken place at Fort St. George. 
In 1711 the celebrated Dani.sli Protestant Mis¬ 
sionary, Dartliolomcw Ziegenbalgli apjiears to have 
arrived from the Danish settlement at 'I'ranquebar 
on a visit to Madras ; and in the consultation 
book of the lUtli August, 1711, we lind the fql- 
lowiug entry. 

“ The Dimes Padre, Bartholomew Ziegcnbalgh, 
requests leave to go for F/uropc on tlic first shi)) j 
and in consideration that he is the head of ^ Pro¬ 
testant Mission espoused by the Itight llevcrend 
the Lord Arch-Bishop of Canterbury, and tpe rest 
of our Episcopal Clergy, and that our Master* 
were pleased to send out their money freight free, 
we have presumed to grant him his passage with¬ 
out paying permission money.” 

A few days afterwards a member of the Danish 
Council at Tranquebar ari'ived at Madras on his 
way to Bengid, and requested that this pennissiiai 
might be rescinded, as a dispute between Ziegen- 
balgh and the Danish commafidant which had 
been referred home to tha king of Denmark. Ac¬ 
cordingly the passage was refused until the said 
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Missionary had obtained the consent of the fJo- 
vernor of Tran(|U«bar. 

Tlie following 'extract from a flefieral Letter, 
dated February 2ud, 1712, and addressed by the 
lloiird of Directors to the (lovemor and Conncil of 
Fort St. (ieorge, containing some further informa¬ 
tion respecting any Missionary proceedings iti 
Fiorthern India. 

“ It is proper here to* tell yon. that since the 
entiix! union of the twO' Com))anies, we net on the 
foot of'thc new (Company’s Charter, whiuh diix;cts, 
that the Company shall constantly maintaih, in 
every of their garrisons and sn))erior factories, one 
Minister; and that all such Ministers as shall l>e 
sent to reside in India, shall be obliged to learn, 
within one year-after tlieir arrival, the Fortugucse 
language j and that they shall apply themselves to 
lem-n the native la3Bgnage of the country where 
they shall reside, the better to enable Uicin to iur 
stnic|i the Gentoos that shall be servants or slaves 
of the Company or of their agents in the I’rotes- 
tant rsligion. That in case of the death of any of 
the said Ministers residing in the East Indies, his 
place shall be supplied by one of the Chaplains out 
of the next ships that ^all arrive at or near the 
place where such Minister shall happen to die; 
and that the Company shall from time to time pro¬ 
vide School Masters in all their Garrisons and 
superior Factories, where they shall be found ne¬ 
cessary. 

“ We, arc further to acquaint yon that the So¬ 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which 
is composcil of many of the Kevetend Bishops and 
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other Clergy, together with (livers well disjMsMr 
(iciitleiueu have addressed to us in behalf of the 
Protestant Missionaries (at Trfiiiquehar), to give 
tliem oiir protection and eucouragement, awl to 
Jjermit them a Charity School or Sciiools at Mad¬ 
ras. They find it difficult to get any linglish to 
undertake this service, but hope to be able to do 
it ill another season. We have consented to their 
sending three pei'sons by this ship|>ing, vk. Mr. 
Berlin to be a School Master, Air. Adler a iMinter, 
and his brother. 'J'hey are not eertain whether lie 
will’reside at Aladras, but wherever it is, he is to 
instruct children there gratis. TJasy liave |)riilted 
some small Tracts in Portuguese of prayers, the < 'a- 
teehism, and other jjious collections, for the use of 
the scholars. We recommend to you to give yryir 
eountenanee and proleetiou to the saiil persons, 
and other Protestant Alissionaries ; and to supply 
them with a lew of the Portuguese Liturgies us 
you find it necessary, and do wliatevcr you,think 
jiropcr lor the strengthening their hands in this 
difficult but honourable work of spreading the 
(iospel among tlie heathens. Some other reqnest.s 
they have made as, among the rest, tlmt you 
should ho empowered to iirefer sueli as they shall 
instruct, jwelbrahle to other natives ; which will 
be time enouglfto pronounce «pon, when we hear 
the success of their emicavours, and whether you 
have any ami what idyectioiis thiweto.” 

Ahout a year after receiving the aliovc, (JoMiriior 
tiarrison and Council replied follows in a (ie- 
iieral fietter, dated 1 fith»Septemher, 17IS,’ 

Ibe design of erecting a Charily School or 
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Ithools nt tliis place is n very noble one, and 
worthy that Honorable SoHety for Promotinji 
Christian Knowledge. AVe will not ohly be ready 
to adjust them with the power you have given us, 
but also witli our pursers; and do uot doubt but 
many of your inhabitants will do the same, if the 
persons they send out are of tempers and (|nnlilieii' 
tions fit for the undertaking, lint wc hope they 
will b(^ Kngli.sh and not foreigners. The Danish 
inissionari(!s have not wanted for our assistance 
on all oeeasions, though we mnst still continue of 
opinion that they spend a great deal of the Soeil-ty's 
money to little or no purpose ; and though there 
may be some good men among them there is one, 
very turbulent person, of whose principles you 
mpy please to judge, by hi.s contriving the escape 
of Mr. Abendan.a’s widow from her creditors hero' 
to TraiKpiebar, and marrying her though a .Tew to a 
Clu’istian by.the way.” To this letter the Direc¬ 
tors rcjilied by the next ships as follows. “ The 
Sof iety for Promoting Christian Knowledge have 
jirescuted to tis, that they have not ns yet been 
able to prevail with any of the Pritish nation to 
undertake the Service, of the Protestant Mission to 
the Past Indies. Put are advised to make an ex¬ 
periment of two Malabar (diristians, educated nt 
Tranquebar under .the Danish Missionaries, to be 
employed as masters of two (linrity Schools, one to 
be kept nt Port St, George and the other at Port 
St. David, subject to the ins[)ectioB of yonrselvc.s 
and direction of "onr Chaplain at Madras, and of 
the Di'puly Governor mid Council at Port St, 
David ; and desiring we would approve thereof. 
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Riul protect tlie persons that slmll be employed 
therein. Wo Imve promised to recommend tills, 
ns we hereby do, to your consideration ; and to 
give them all proper assistances for |iropagAting 
the Protestant religion in the way they proiiosc. 
We have also allowed the Society to send the Mis¬ 
sionaries three hundred pound.?’ value in pieces ''-S, 
and fifty-five reams of papi'r, with a chest of Hooks, 
n chest of Peer and a cheese, h'reiglit free.” 

We must add that the ('harlty School rvas not 
founded in Madras until the (Jovernorship of 
Mr. tollctt, the sucoes.sor of (iovenior Harrison. 

From the two following extracts from the eou- 
snltation books, it would seem that at thi.s lime 
the morals and manners of the Company’s ser¬ 
vants, themselves were very far from wliatthey 
ought to have been. 

“Thursday, 2nd Augnsl, 1711. The llight 
]lonorable Com]iany’s Servants, Factly s,and Writers 
being summoned, according to an order last Con¬ 
sultation do now attend, and being calletl.in, 
W'ere severally cheeked by the President, for not 
giving their altendanee at I'ivine Service ; and told 
that for the future, whosoever shall be'abscnt on 
Sundays from morning and evening service shall 
not only be fined nine fanams to the poor but 
be under the displeasure of tjiis'board and be 
treateil accordingly.” 

“ Monday, 3iJth .Infle, 1712. Several disordeys 
having been committed at the (lencral Table, 
whir.h wo find to be partly occasioMcd by the absence 
of those persons in the service, that are of a .su- 
fierior standing and 'might awe the young ones 
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into bolter behaviour j—we have thought (it to ap* 
])oint Joseph Smart Iwjad scafeher, and five others, 
to take their turds, cither weekly, of monthly, or 
as tliey sliall agn^e among tliemselves, to be jme- 
smil at the Talile, and to tiike rare that no inde¬ 
cencies or disorders are committwi.” 

tVe must now turn to the history of the Presi¬ 
dency. Whilst h'ort St. David was warring 
against the Miissnlmau •ehief of (linjec, Port St. 
(icorge seems to have maintained tolerably jieaee- 
fid relations with the Dewau Sadatnlla Khan, now 
Nabob of root. Tiie Dewan sent tiovernor'Har¬ 
rison the ensloniary vest, turban, and purwanna, 
all of which were received in public with the ustial 
solemnities, it is a noticeable fact that at this 
lijnc the authority of the Mogul was dcclbiiug, 
whilst the distant authorities wen) become more in¬ 
dependent in the exercise of their power. The follow¬ 
ing story of •the arbitrary conduct of the Poujdar 
at S^. Tliome fully illustrates this state of things. 

• ‘ Monday, 2lst January, 1712. Pier jiiudda, 
Poujttir of St. 'riiome, is a Moollah of the Senut 
Claste, which is the chief of all the Moor’s castes in 
these parts. He is likewise ehief priest to the 
Dewan Sudatulla Khan; and has such an inlluence 
over him that, whatever he says is a law, and the 
Dewan does nothing without his iulvice. When 
Pier Zudda visits him, he rises from his sent, and 
meets him at the iloor ; and when the Dewan 
g(H's to him he receives him sitting, and frequently 
sutlers him to ki*> his feet. 

“■ This priest has his .faghire. in and about St. 
Thome to the yearly amount of nine thousand 
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pagodas ; and lias by his eriinlty to the I’ortuguese 
inhabitants of that place forced most of them to 
t|iiit itand nHirc liillicr, the lliahbp among the n'St. 
They found menus by a Christian woman in Shah 
Anlnra’s Seraglio to lay their eom|)lainls before 
him ; who ordered Zuilikar Khan to si-nd down 
a J’erwanmt immediately to the Dewnu, eommaml- 
ing him to restore t lie I’ortuguese to t heir habita¬ 
tions and privileges, and to see restitution made 
them. A copy of the said I’erwainia was sent by 
the Christian woman to the lUshop of St. Thome, 
who' sent several jiersons with the same to the 
Dewan at Areot. Ihit he received them very 
roughly ; charging them with accusing him falsely 
to the K iiig, put them in prison, and threatened 
them till tliey paid' a sum of money for their 
release ; withal obliging them to sign a paijer 
in the Persian language without reading it, where¬ 
in it is said they own all their former complaints 
to be false and seandaloiis. This is a picjcc of 
roguery that we cannot forbear taking notice of, 
to show the weakness of tl»e present Ooveijiment 
under Shah Aulum, and the great power of Zul- 
fiknr Klian, whose creatures. the Dewan and Pier 
Zudda are; and undoubtedly he has directed 
them what to do in this attair.. However the 
Portuguese are pieparing for a second complaint 
by the same hand, by which we shall see if the 
King will exert his authority or no.” 

In April the news of Shah Aulum’s death had 
reached the Presidency, ns will' be seen from the 
following extract. 

“ Monday, 7th April, 1712. The news of King 



ISt IlISTOKV or MADRAS. 

.sliilh Aulum’s (Iwitli bein'? duly confirmed, we find 
the iieighl)uui'iiig countries round about us under 
a frveat iipprclicnsioti ; all the Poligars bavin;? 
Ion;? waiUnl this optau'tunity to set up for them¬ 
selves, and assert tlieir ancient rights and privi¬ 
leges ; and our Dewau, who is at present Soobah 
(Nabob) of these parts, being marched away to¬ 
wards the Tanjore country to raise money, which 
is what he chielly minds, and neglects the welfare 
and seeui'ity ofthc. (Jove)'nmcnt committed to his 
charge. VVe have just naison to fear advantages 
will be taken of his absimce by the petty*" Go¬ 
vernors, to the prejudice of trade and our invyrst- 
incut ; and several corrsiderable persons and iti- 
Imbitarrts of Arcot, and other neighbouring places 
iuland, have within these few days past seirt con¬ 
siderable sums of money to be lodged here for 
security agairrst the expected troubles. Where- 
for’e it behoves ns to put ourselves irrto as good a 
jrostvrre of defotree as we carr, for the security 
of’mtr Master’s Kstates, our own iuhubitauts, 
turd all such as shall have recourse to our pro¬ 
tection.” 

It will here be nccesstrty to glance at the events 
which immediately followed the death of Shah 
Atrium ; arrd we cannot do so better than by ex- 
tnictlrrg the account serrt home by the Governor 
and Courrcil of Port St. George, in their General 
Letter to the Court of Directors. It records some 
circifmstarrces which have not yet been published 
in lefcretrce to *^1116 accession first of Jehander 
Shah, and secondly of Fetok^erc j together with the 
first appointment of the Nizam of the Dekkan. 
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Till! li 1 st extract is dated Oetober l ltli, 1?12, 
aud is as follows. 

“ Oil the 3rd of April 1713, wo received advice’s 
by way of Goleomlali that king Shah Aiihiiii died 
at J^ahore on the 17tli February, after very few 
ilays sickness, and most people arc of opinion that 
he was poisoned. All his four sous being pre¬ 
sent wlien he died, immediately put thimiselves at 
the bead of their friends to dispute the Empire. 
Azini-oos-Shanii, the second of the four who had 
the (loveriiraent of licngal many years, where he 
siinasfAid vast treasures, was niiieli more poweiful 
both ill men and money than any of llio ollnir 
three. For which reiuson Zidfikar Khan the Vizier, 
who was entirely in the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, 
the eldest brother, fojiid means by fair promises 
to unite the elder w’ith the two younger brolhers 
against Azim-mis-Shaini; a verbal agreianent lieiiig 
made between them, that Itiifl'eli-iKiSt-Shauii the 
t hird brother should have the kingdom of (labul, 
and Kojestu Acktar, the fourth, the kingdom oftli^ 
Dekkan. Upon these terms they joined their amies 
and fought a bloody battle with their second’bro¬ 
ther ; in which after, a stout resistance, he and his 
eldest son were slain. Moiz-ad-doeiij having gained 
so complete a victoi-y, and being proclaimed king, 
the two younger brothers .sent ^td him to make 
good their agreement by a fmiiann. lhat they 
miglit depart to their several kingdoms. To which. 
Moiz-ad-deen rctunicik answer (as it is said by 
the advice of Ztdfikar Khan) that iie was re.ady to 
put them in possession ij' their several (loverii- 
zuaits ; but that he wtmld reserve to himself the 

n 
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of nil money coined in liis reign, find tlic 
Ouroy,—for which we have no wra-d in English, 
but the sense of it is that he would' retain a Su¬ 
preme power and command over them. These 
new tei-ms enraged the two younger brothers to 
such n degree that they immediately joined their 
forces and invited the elder to a battle; declaring 
that they would be cither real kings or die in the 
di.spiite. In this secoml battle fell the two 
younger brothers and their sons after a very sharji 
eiigngcraent; and it is said tlial of the youngest 
brother, who was a very valiant prince, ha'd not 
been killed by a chance shot just as he had sur¬ 
rounded the oldest, he had taken him prisoner and 
won the battle. Znltikar khan having been the main 
instrument in promoting tlie interest of Moiz-ad- 
3een, find behaved himself with wonderful courage 
in both battles, he was immediately confirmed Prune 
Vizier and ueceived other unusual Honors, one of 
whiclf was permitting him to Imve a seat in the 
Ijin^’s presence. As soon as he had established 
the Government he slew several great Omrahs, 
who had been in his brother’s interest, and im¬ 
prisoned them. After tins he marclted with his camp 
iiway to Delhi, having disgusted most of the great 
Omrahs, by the honors done to Eulfikar Khan. 

“ Azim-oos-Shpun, upon leoving Bengal to go 
to his father Shah Anhm’s court, left the Govern¬ 
ment of that kingdom in the hands of his second 
son Peroksere; who no sooner heard the death of 
his father, but ki immediately set up for hitnself, 
raising forces and coining money in his own name, 
anil eiulcavonred to seize u^nn tlic king’s treasure 
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in possession of the Uewan, but we do not hem- 
he has yet clfeoted it. The last advices we had 
from Bengalnvere dated the 26th July, and give 
us an account that he was then at Patna with a 
■considerable army ; where he waits for Moiz-ad- 
deen’s sou, who is marching against him ; and 
they were in hopes the affair would be decided 
before the rains were set in, but that we believe is 
impossible.” 

The next extracts arc taken from a General 
Letter to England, dated 18th September, 1718. 

“ We wrote yoiu' Honors by the last year’s ship¬ 
ping the great Uevolulion that had happened in 
this Empire upon the death of Shah Auluin. We 
added that Prince Feroksere, son to Aziin-oos- 
Shaun that governed’Bengal, had passed Agra with 
liis army and defeated the king his uncle Jehandur 
Shah,* which has been since confirmed us follows. 

“ This young prince, hearing the sad fate of his 
father, by advice of an old Seuid called Abdulla 
Khan, whom Aurungsebe had given him I’ow a 
Tutor, immediately caused himself to be proclaimed 
king ; and with his father’s treasure, and what he 
raised in Patna among the merchants of all na¬ 
tions, he got a pretty good army altogether ; and 
hearing his uncle had disobliged most of the great 
Omrahs, by his barbarous cruelties and vicious 
course of life, he marched directly for Agra, near 
ivhich city the king’s army gave him battle and 
was entirely defeated, many great men going over 


* Jehandar Shah was th(v title assumed by Muiz-ad- 
deen ou ascending the thixme. 
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to Feroksere’s side. Tlie king with Zulfikar Khan 
fled to Delhi; but Feroksere with his victorious 
army followed them close at their ht*l and sur¬ 
rounded the city that immediately surrendered and 
took them prisoners. Few days after they were both 
luurdetvd, and Feroksere now remains the peace¬ 
able jKJSsessor of the Empire, lie has made Seiad 
Abdulla Khim his prime 'Viaier and Gousdeen 
Khan, who came over to him in the battle, Nabob 
of all the Dckkan country, which incliulcs this 
(Jarnata, llijapoor, and Golconda; he has tlie 
character of a l)ravc generous man, and a fridnd to 
the Europeans.* We have news of his (the Ni- 
sam-ul-Mulk’s) anival nt Annmgabad, and ex- 
peiit him to take his residence near Ibjiipoor, at a 
glace called llurhmn{X)or, where when arrived, it 
will be absolutely necessary for us to address to 
him, because he has a very great intei'Cst with the 
present king, and indeed throughont the Empire. 
Whatever wc are obliged to do shall be nuinaged 
with the greatest frugality. Your Honors will have 
heart] from llengal that onv old friend Zoodeo 
Khan came early into this new king’s interest, 
and made a very brave defence in llooghly against 


* The father is here apparently cunfonnded with the 
son. Gonscleen Khan {mere prejtcrly Ghaaeo-ud-diu 
Khan) was tlie fatter, of Clioeu Kulieh Khiui (Chicklis 
Ktian in the rocorilB); and it was the latter who was 
■appointed Viceroy of the Dekkan under the title of 
“ Nizain-ul-Mulk, or “ ttegnbtor of the State.” Chettn 
Kulieh Khnn, the “ Nizam,” was the founder of the 
great rndependcut kingdom of tlie Dckkan, whose 
Bovoreigtis still hare Uio"' ni^e of their iliustrioua 
ancestor. 
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a much superior force on the side of tlie former 
king, lie is now rewarded by being made Dewau 
of all the Dekknn country luuler <Qousdeen Khan 
(i. e. tlie Nizam); which is a very great employ¬ 
ment. Hie gentlemen in Bengal, who were veiy 
assisting to him under hand at Hooghly, seem to 
have their chief depeudance upon him for intro¬ 
ducing our present to the new king. 

“ Zulfikar Khan being cut off, there came imme¬ 
diate orders from Court to re-assume all the lands 
and villages that were granted him in these parts by 
Aunihgzebe, in consideration of his good services 
in the conquest of thq Gingee country. Accord¬ 
ingly the liewau Sadatidla Khan sent us a sum¬ 
mons to deliver up Egniore Sec., villages granted 
us by Zulfikar Khan on account of the assistance 
we gave him with fimmunition, and what else he 
wanted to carry on his designs. We have hitherto 
staved this business oft' with good words and 
pleading our rights; and when the new Nabob 
(Nizam) comes nearer, we will endeavor to get qur 
grant confirmed. In the mean time, if any force 
is used to take them from us wc resolve to defend 
them as well as wc can. We are in daily expecta¬ 
tion that our Dewan Sadatulla Khan will be Uinicd 
out, as having been a Creative and Vassal of Zul- 
fikar Khan. Vor which rcasoju wu avoid pur¬ 
chasing his friendship in this matter by presents. 

“ The new king i’erokscre is a young man of 
about twenty-six years of age. He has the char¬ 
acter of being brave, prudent and generous ; and 
is the last of tlic race of ..Aurungzebe except some 
young children imprisoned in the fortress of 
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(iwalior, where when once they have entered they 
never came out, and have potions given them to 
(lesti’oy their senses. This seems to >be the King 
for whom Pro^vidence lias designed your present, 
which leads ns to lonch upon that affair.” 

The following extract from a General Letter to 
England dated I'lth October 1713 is curious as 
showing the changes in the trad% which attended 
these revolutions in tlie (xovernment, as well as the 
nature of the Native demand for the more im¬ 
portant articles of English manufacture. 

“ In obedience to your commands we shrill lay 
before your Honours, the best account we can 
get concerning the consumption of Broad Cloth 
and other manufactures in the Mogul’s dominions. 
The coarse red and gi'een broad cloth is chiefly 
used among the soldiers and ordinary Moonucu 
for saddles, saddle cloths, sumpture cloth, covers, 
beds and cuajiions, for palankeens, carpets to sit 
upon, mantles to cover them from the rain and 
soBiAimcs covering for their tents of pleasure. 
The tpie broad cloth as scarlet, aurora, some blue 
and yellow is used for the inside of tents for vests 
or mantles in the rainy season among the great 
men ; covering cloths for the Elephants and hac- 
karys cloths to hang round their drums; for 
shoulder and waist; Belts, scabbards to their swords 
and .limdars or daggers ; for slippers and for 
covers, beds and pillows, and for paiankecus. The 
embossed cloth is used to hang round the bottom 
on the inside of ithe great men’s tents three feet 
high ; for spreadings to .sit upon, and cushions 
to lean against; and for cWlhs to cover the Ele- 
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pliauts and hotscs. I’erpetuanos are only used 
amoup; the meaner sort of j)coj)le for caps, coats, 
and covering sclotlis to sleep in diwing the rains. 

“ And now we are upon tliis subject, we must 
inform your Honors that at least nine-tenths of the 
Woollen manufactures vended in these parts is 
among the Moors; the ftentoos making very 
little or no use of them. Tlie greatest consump¬ 
tion is in the Mogul’s camp, which when at La¬ 
hore or Delhi is supplied wholly from Surat and 
Dersia ; but when at Agra, partly from Surat and 
partly from Bengal by way of Patna, from which 
ports the conveyance to the camp is easy and safe. 
But what is disposed of hcreal)outs is disi)er.sed 
among the Nabob’s flying armies in the Camatta 
country, Bijaporc and Golcondah, seldom reaching 
so far as Aurangabad, because the carriage is very 
chargeable, and the roads arc difficult and danger¬ 
ous to pass. When king Shah Aulum came down 
to Golcondah with his army in the, year 1708 to 
destroy his brother Kam Bnksh, we immediate¬ 
ly found a quicker vent than ordinaiy fqr our 
broiul cloth; and indeed for all other sorts of 
goods consumed among them. And when Dawood 
Khan was formerly Nabob of these parts, he 
always kept a good body of horse in pay, 
which obliged the neighbouring. Governors to do 
the same, being always jealous of each other. 
And among these horsemen by much the greatest 
rjuantity of our broad cloth then imported was 
consumed; the trade from this place to their 
camps being very considerable. But now our 
Dewan, who is SubaVof all this country, seldom 
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kt!i'|)3 ftbovK five liuDdi'ed horse with liim; and 
ilie (jiovernmeiit in general bfnng grown much 
weaker than in Aurungzebe’s lime, none of the 
great men keep uj) the number of horse nUow- 
ed by the king, but apply the money to their own 
use ; and this has brought a considerable damp 
to our trade in geixu'al, but more especially upon 
tlu! sale of your inauul'aclurcs. For we have not 
only lost Ihe camp trade, but the roads are become 
im|iassable for want of these horsemen to scour 
them as usual; so that the merchants are diseour- 
aged from coming down with their money" and 
diamonds to buy up and carry away our .Kurope 
and other goods as formerly ; and we cannot see 
any likelihood of better time.s till the Government 
is well settled and some active mim employed on 
tTie Government of these parts.” 

We now proceed with the general current of 
events at tljc Presidency. The troubles which 
accompanied tlie death of Shah Aulum and Jehan- 
dar Shah, and the accession of Ferokscre, had in« 
dttced a number of wadthy persons to take refuge 
in Fort St. George. Amongst others came tlie 
Nauvnjec, or Collector General of the revenues of 
Znlfikar Khan, with treasure estimated at five or 
six hiuulred thousand pagodas. The following 
extract respecting |,his individual will explain itself. 

“ Thursday, 26th March, 1713. The President 
produces a Purwanna from" the Subah Sadatulln 
Khan, wherem he demands by virtue of an order 
from Court, that ithc Nauvajee Collector of SSulfi- 
kar Khvui’s revenues in this Carnatn country (who 
came down hither upon tbc'’beginning of the late 
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troubles for tlie security of the treasure under his 
charge) be delivered up with the said treasure into 
the hands of Fire Khan his Depnty Governor 
at Arcot. 

“ The reason of this demand, we take to be, 
because the new King Feroksere has cut off Zulfi- 
kar Khan and his father Assid Khan, and would 
now seize upon all their treasure. 

" The President further acquaints the Board that 
immediately upon receipt of the Perwanna, he sent 
it to the Nauvajee, with the slight intimation that 
we cduld not think of engaging ourselves in any 
disputes with the Country Government, by protect¬ 
ing persons employed under the King, contrary to 
his positive commands. To which he returned 
answer that he was ready to go directly to the 
Snbah with the trrasure, acknowledging the marly 
civilities received during his residence here. 

“ Agreed that a proper answer be, returned the 
Subah, acquainting liim that as the Nauvajee 
came here a stranger upon his master’s business, 
we were unte an obligation to receive Jam with 
civility and distinction, but know nothing of the 
treasure he brought with him, it not bmng oor 
custom to search strangers. But finding Mm 
very willing to return upon the first summons, we 
had no occasion to use any , cmnpalsion ; imd 
whatever he might bring with him he canies back 
under charge of the person that brought the 
Perwanna.” 

Our next extract is a farther illustration of the 
disorderly character of th* times. 

“ Wednesday, Ifittf September, 1718. ThePre- 
26 
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sidcnt acquaints the Board that Fleet Aynsworth 
writer did, on the l-tlli instant in the evening upon 
rising from supper at tlie Ocueral table, draw his 
sword and made several passes at Thomas Wilford 
writer, one of whieh entered his l)o<ly, just under 
the left pap about three inches. Dr. Hobson being 
sent fur and examined, declares he has hopes the 
said Wilford may do wtdl but that he is not yet 
out of danger. Ordered that Elect Aynsworth 
writer be kept under strict confinement till further 
onler.” A few days afterwards it was agreed 
“ that the said Aynsworth always behaved 
himself in a very disorderly manner, continually 
drinking, quarrelling with one or other, for whicli 
he has frequently been reprimanded to no purpose, 
as appears by this last bloody action;” ami he was 
therefore dismissed the Company’s service and sent 
to Ehiglaud by the first ship. 

The following Will, whicli is entered in the con¬ 
sultation book of this period, furnishes a curious 
pieliivc of social life. 

“In the name of Cod, Amen, this thirteenth 
day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand, 
seven hundred and twelve, I, Thonuis Saunders of 
Bengal, mariner, make this my last Will and Testa¬ 
ment, in manner and form following. First, 1 
commit my soul into the hands of God that gave 
it, and my body to be decently buried as my Exe¬ 
cutors shall think convenient. As for those world¬ 
ly goods it has pleased Almighty God to bestow 
upon me, I give igid bequeath in manner and form 
following; viz. , 

“ To my Uncle Hiehard Sisundcr’s Children, on 
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ncconnt of an adventure wliicli was lost in the 
ship tliat I came to Imliu, valued at one luuidred 
ami ten pounds sterling or tliwjabonls, sixte(ui 
hundred rupees, if they give no further trouble to 
my estate. Otherwise no more than the Law will 
give them. 

“To a slave girl, named Clara, her liberty, with 
all her jewels and five hundred in[)ces ; and if 
brought to laid within eight mouths and a half 
after my leaving Bengal, being thii twcidy-thinl 
day of January one thousand seven hundnid eleven 
twelVt, 1 beepicath unto the said child four thou¬ 
sand rupees and to be under the care of niy Kxe- 
entors. A slave boy named I'onipey 1 give his 
liberty, and five rupees per month during his life. 
A slave boy namecl Anthony, his freedom. If the 
said child that I bequeathed four thousand nqieds 
dies afore it comes to age or married, then the said 
four thousand rupees shall go to njy son John 
Saunders. 

“ The remainder part of my estate I beqfleath 
unto ray son John Saundci's, after my debts arc 
paid. If my son should die 1 give my wife’, that 
was now Mrs. Martha Bingley, four thousand m- 
pees, and each Executor four thousand rupees; 
the remainder part of my estate after the said 
Legacies above and my debts ,nre paid unto my 
loving brothers John and Kichard Saunders. 

“ I appoint executors to see this my last will 
and Testament executed, my esteemed friends Mr. 
James Williamson of Bengal and Mr. Charles 
Boone of Madras; and to manage my estate to 
the best advantage till my son comes of age. I 
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allovY my said Executors the power of remitting 
money to England for tlie use of my sou, if there, 
and employing rtfy estate to sea, if they shall think 
convenient for my son’s best advantage; I put 
my son wholly under the care ,of my said Execu* 
tors till of age. In witness whereof I have hero- 
imto put my hand and seal in Gombroone the day 
and year above mcntiimcd.” 

Thomas Sackdebs. 

Our next extract will explain itself. 

“ Thursday, 8th October, 1713. The present 
Nabob Sadatiilla Khan, having received u tirniaun 
from the new King Feroksere, confirming him in 
the Government of these parts; upon which the 
French and Dutch have presented him each to the 
amount of a thousand pagodas or thereabouts ; 
and having lately received a message by n horse¬ 
man from him, that if we do not forthwith deliver 
up the villages he intends to come and take pos¬ 
session of them.” 

/‘•Agreed that a present lie sent to the amount 
of about five hundred pagodas, and lodged in the 
baiidii of Sunka Kama at Arcot, to be presented 
tj^ Nabob by way of congratulation on account 
of his new dignity ; but that it be a clause in the 
instructions to Sunka Kama, not to part with it 
before be gets assurances tliat we shall have no 
further troubles about the villages; and this to bo 
done as from himstlf, Iiecause we will insist upon 
tlic goodness of our title and reserve a right to 
defend them npop oceasion.” 

The year 1713 closed^ with a singular rebellion 
at Fort St. David. Out ntaders will remember 
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that Mr. Baworth, the Deputy Governor, had gal¬ 
lantly conducted the defence of the place against 
Serope Singh, Itajnh of Ginjee* They will now 
be 8uq)rised to hear that this same Mr. Haworth, 
openly rebelled against the authority of Governor 
llarrison. The story is best told in the following 
extracts from the consultations. 

“ Monday, 6th October. The President offers 
to the Board that the Method established by the 
Kight Honorable Company for carrying on their 
mercantile affairs, and for the Government of their 
Garrisons and I'actories, has been entirely neglect¬ 
ed and despised by the Deputy Governor of Port 
St. David, who has assumed to himself a liberty 
of acting as if he was independant of this Board. 
Consultations are neglected; Paymaster’s and Ca.sh 
accounts are fictitious and in'egularly passed ; and 
our strictest orders have been contemned. He has 
promoted and commissioned officers Qf the Garri¬ 
son unknown to this Boanl. lie has considera))ly 
increased the pay and allowances of severaPpw- 
‘sons, particularly in Diet money to the Gentlemen 
of Council, three pagodas per month eaeli, and 
almost all other expences in general. He has laid 
out considerable sums in building, and has let out 
the Company’s bounds to rent without our know¬ 
ledge or consent. He has use<l the Company's 
merchants very barbarously, wliercby they have 
been necessitated to seek protection and re¬ 
dress from this Board. He returns no an¬ 
swers to such persons ns have large and just de¬ 
mands upon him ; with qumy other irregularities, 
which this Board ought not to bear with any 
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l()n"flr, lest the llonoriiblo Company’s affairs 
should lie l)rmif!;ht into irrecoverable couliision. 

“ The I’l-csidnit further offers to the Hoard 
several jiaragraplis of their general letters, as also a 
copy of a jiaper or protest signed by Mr. runvorth 
and Couneil, which were reailand considered ; and 
tile Hoard eauie to the following Ilcsolution. 

“ 'j'liat whereas the Deputy (iovertior in his 
name, deehires onr proceedings (in sending for the 
Company’s mcrehants up hither at their repealed 
re(|uest) to be highly prejudicial to the Company’s 
interest, and that of this plaiai; we arc obliged to 
justily onvsclvcs in as jilain and public a manner 
as ))Ossible to our llight Honorable Employers; 
though we eannotbut think it an inexcusable jiiei'C 
of presumption in Mr. Haworth to send its such a 
(•liarge in a general letter frejin a subordinate 
l''aetory, which is giving eneouragement to those 
under him liy his example to dispute and disobey 
onr orders hereafter. 

.“'.\greed that a charge be brought in against, 
Hobeyt Haworth Ksfi. Iteputy (iovernor of Tort 
St. David, containing such articles as can bo fully 
proved without any room for dispute. 

“ Monday, .Ith October. All the foregoing )ire- 
mises having been fully considered aud debated 
Ihe'followiug question was jint: 

“ Q. 'Whether this Hoard is not obliged njion 
the charge now read, and other ch-cumstances eon- 
eurriug, to remove Itobert Haworth Esq from the 
(iovermnent of Rrrt St. David? 

“ Agreed in the allinmdive ncraine eonlradic- 
eiitc. 
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“ Q. Whether lie shullbc susjjieuded or dis¬ 
missed ? 

“ Agreed imaiiimously that he^ be susiiended, 
that his commission be revoked and superseded, 
the stune to be signified in a general letter to him 
with orders for him to repair hither when his 
charge shall be delivered him.” 

“ Agreed and ordered that Mr. Henry Haven- 
port be commissioned as commissary' and I’rovis- 
sional Deputy (lovemor of J''ort St. David, to set 
out this evening, in order to receive the (joverii- 
nicnt from Mr. ilobert Jlaworth. 

“ Sunday, lltli October. The President eom- 
mnnieates to the Hoard a letter from Henry 
Davenport Ksq., advising us, that, ujion his arrival 
at the edge of the bounds of Port St. David, he 
dispatched Lieutenant Porricrliofore with our letter 
to Mr. Haworth, Imd a short one from himself. 
To which Mr. Haworth in a short time returned 
answer, that he would not allow him any authority 
to rule there by whatever commission he etmjd 
receive from us. All the outworks were alarmed 
with the usual signals for enemies when' Mr. 
Davenport entered the bounds; and when he came 
to Tevenapatam gate, he was denied entrance by 
•shutting it upon him, and the ofllcer’s declaring 
he had an order not to let him in. All the Council 
emne in to Mr. Davenport, except Mr. Hichard 
Harrison. Knsign Hobbs being posted at the 
Garden with a hundred men, Mr. Davenport sent 
to him for admittance there ; Ivit he sent word 
that he would obey no orijers but Mr. Haworth’s, 
and that if he offered Ic come into the Garden with 
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niiy peons or soldiers, he would fire upem him. 
Upon which, finding the whole Garrison debauched 
from their duty (except old Captain diugonin and 
some other of the ofiicers which were confined 
before hand), he was forced to retire out of the 
bounds to a choultry about fire miles distance, 
for the security of his life and the treasure be has 
with him ; Mr. Haworth haring given out several 
unaccountable orders to some of the officers, and 
publicly threatened to cut him off. 

“ This affair being debated, with the greatest 
concern to sec a whole Garrison of five hifndred 
men and upwards, seduced by some false persua¬ 
sions from their duty to our Kight Honorable 
Employers, and commanded openly to resist our 
orders which may be of very ill consequence 
Hereafter. 

“ Agreed that it is not safe fSr Mr. Davenport 
to remain w^ere he is, considering the small guard 
he has with him and the threatening expressions 
Mr. • Haworth has used. 

“ Ordered that he do forthwith return hither 
and bring with him the Gentlemen of the Hort St. 
David Council (that cannot safely return into the 
Bounds), to inform us of several necessary points 
before we can come to any further resolution.” 

“ Monday, 12th October. A general letter 
from Heniy Davenport Esq. and Council dated the 
10th instant from Monapa^s choultry ; read also a 
private letter from Mr. Davenport to the Presi¬ 
dent ; advising that Mr. Hichard Harrison is as 
active in this rebellion a^any officer in the Garri- 
soq ; that the council now vrith him (Mr. Daven- 
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port) affirm that by the promotion of several 
officers and increasing tlieir pay, Mr. Eaworth 
has the majority entirely at command, and that he 
openly declares he will stick at nothing to be re¬ 
venged. They add further that he has held no 
<!onsultation, since August; transacting the Com¬ 
pany’s aifairs wholly by himself. 

“ The Pl'esident’s private letter being wrote 
after the General advices, that Ensigns 1‘addle 
and Haudlon were come over to Mr. Davenport, 
and acquainted him that the Garrison was in 
great Confusion and most of them would follow, 
if they were sure of a place to resort to; that 
they had received no pay for two months past, 
which is very surprising to us considering that we 
know they are in cash, though they have kept the 
account so long from us. 

“ Agreed that ofdcrs be immediately sent to 
Mr. Davenport to remain where he_is, and see 
what the Garrison will do ; that a party of sixty 
chosen men be forthwith sent away to be landed 
at Pondicherry for a guard to Mr. Davenport and 
the others, against any sudden attempt of the 
desparadoes ; and that a protest be drawn up 
against Mr. Haworth for this unwarrantable way 
of proceeding.” 

“ Thursday, 16 th October. A general letter 
from Henry -Davenport Esq., daW the 18th in- 
sthnt read, advising that he has dropped declara¬ 
tions and copies of his commission at the several 
guards, which has had a very good elfect and oc¬ 
casioned many men coming in ; that whole Gar¬ 
rison'seem inclinable t^ return to their duty, and 
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that lie has now so many men with him that he 
is forped to draw towards Vondicherry for assist¬ 
ance to maintain them. 

“ Agreed tliat it he an instruction to Ilonry 
Davenport Ksq., and Council to avoid as much as 
possible coming to blows ; and not to attack any 
party or post, unless obliged to it for their own 
safety ; but to use all peaceable methods of re¬ 
covering the men to their duty, promising them 
full pardon and their arrears. 

“ Agreed that Mr. William Warre and the 
Eevd. Mr. George Leads be immediatel'^ sent 
down with proper instructions to persuade Mr. 
Ikwortb to renson, by representing the ill conse¬ 
quences that arc likely to attend his rash way of 
proceeding.” 

" “ Mornlay, 19tli October. Tlie President lays 
before the Board several letters from Henry Da¬ 
venport Es((., advising that finding himself strong 
enough he marched into the bounds on the 17tb 
very peaceably, finding all the out guards desert¬ 
ed ; and that he put a serjeant witli twenty men 
into one of the most considerable to protect it 
from the country enemy. After which he march¬ 
ed to the Garden, where he found Ensign 
Hobbs posted with about fifty men, whom he 
summoned to their duty. But they absolutely re¬ 
fused to suiTcnder, and he would not force them, 
though it was very practicable, for fear of shed¬ 
ding blood. But while they were parleying, they 
were saluted with a twenty-four pounder from the 
Port that fell within twfjnty yards of Mr. Daven¬ 
port. After which he marched away and took 
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possession of Cucldalore, that was also entirely 
deserted ; in their way bcin}? open to tlus. Fort, 
they were nsain saluted witli a twenty-four 
pounder, which fell among them, hut by God’s 
good providence did no harm. 

“ Agreed that Henry Davenport hlsq. and 
Council remain at Cuddalorc, endeavouring to 
save our bounds without committing any acts of 
hostility, whilst Mr. Warre and Mr. Lewis are 
endeavouring to terminate this unhappy afi'air ; 
and that they do set the merchants to work iis 
fast ah possible to procure Long Cloth and Sal- 
lamporcs.” 

“ Wednesday, 21st October. The President 
communicates a letter from llemy Davenport Fsep, 
advising that he has i)ut men into as many of the 
out guards ns he can spai'e from Cuddalorc. liul 
that on the 18tli instant Mr. Kaworth sent a party 
of horse to beat the men out ofCondapah Choultry, 
who dismounted and summoned them within to .sur¬ 
render ; which being refused they fired upon them 
aud threw in scver.al Granadoes, which wounded 
some of the men and killed one outright. The Scr: 
jeant that commanded immediately fired afield piece 
with partridge shot, which killed two and wound¬ 
ed three more of the attackeis. Upon which the 
rest fleil, leaving five of their horses behind them. 
The Serjeant being so near the Fort, and at least 
six miles distance from Cuddalorc, dreading a 
more dangerous attack in the night, when he could 
not be supported, withdrew in tioie to Cuddalorc 
and the five horses with hun. Mr. Haworth just 
before the attack was ^dc, fired three great shots 
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at the Choultry from Tevenapatam, which fell very 
near them.” 

Friday, 23rd October. “ A general letter from 
Henry Davenport, Es(|., and Council, dated the 
lUth instant read, advising that those who remain 
in the Fort and at the (lurden with Mr. Raworth, 
are already reduced to .such necessities that many 
of them would get away if they coidd. 

“ A letter from Messrs. Warre and Lewis, dated 
the 20th instant, read, ativising their reception by 
Mr. Raworth; that they had fairly laid all irattcrs 
before him as recommended in our instructions. 
Upon wliich he desired soraetirao to consider there¬ 
on, and he would give them an answer in the 
evening, seeming in very good temper; that they 
went to Cnddalore aud returned to him about five 
o’clock, when he very briefly answered that pro¬ 
vided the Governor would come in person, he would 
iimnedialely'rcsigu, upon condition that those who 
Imd^been faithful to him (as he calls it) should be 
treated with superior respect to such as deserted. 
Upon which they desired time to receive our 
answer, and got his consent to forbear all acts of 
hostility till then. This matter being debated, 

“ Agreed that as matters now stand here with 
the Nabob, and considering tbe necessary prepara¬ 
tions to load onr 'shipping that are expected early 
from Bengal, it is no way convenient for the Pre¬ 
sident to leave this place ; especially when Mr. 
Raworth insists^on such terms as are impossible 
for us to consent to; siuce it is no better than 
confessing ourselves in the jvrong, and encourag- 
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iiig others hereafter to follow this wicked and per¬ 
nicious example. 

“ It was . also considered tlud if tlio Nabob 
should come to St. Thome, as is credibly reported, 
the l*residcnt cannot come back hither till Febru¬ 
ary by sea ; nor can he come by land without pass¬ 
ing through his camp at Ids mercy, since he can 
have no body of men with bun fit to force his way. 

“ Agreed that a letter be wrote to Mr. William 
Warre and the llev. Mr. (leorge Ijcwis, requiring 
them to sec Mr. Haworth once more, and oiler him 
every thing tliat is in our power to grant, pro¬ 
vided he will surrender quietly ivithout any further 
troubles or mischief. 

“ Agreed that a short commission be given Mr. 
William Warre to receive the Uovcrnmciit at Mr. 
Kawortli’s hands, if he should coiisent, and Jo 
make all easy, insisting only upon not seeing Mr. 
Davenport before he comes away hither. 

“ Agreed that if Mr. Haworth does not accept 
the tenns ofl'ered 1dm in our letl(n' of this^date, 
Mr. Warre and the llev. Mr. Lewis be imrmitted 
to return.” 

“ Wednesday, 28th October, (leneral letter 
from Messrs. Davenport; Warre and liowis, dated 
24th instant read, advising that the two latter 
having been with Mr. Haworth that same day, 
found him in much worse temper than ever pe¬ 
remptorily dcclaiing that he would resign the Fort 
to none but the President himself. 

“ A letter from Henry Davenport Esq. singly 
of the same date read, wherein lie says, he is very 
well assured Mr. Kawoith will not deliver up even 
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to the I’resident himself, and that there is no way 
but to starve him out. 

“ Sunday, 1st,November. The TVesident pro- 
daces a letter from Mr. William Wurro and the 
flev. Mr. (ieorge Lewis, dated the 37th, wherein 
they say that though they must aekuowlodge 
themselves mistaken as to Mr. Haworth’s sm- 
eerity, they are still of opinion, the (lovenior’s 
presence would soon pul an end to all disputes. 
T’he foregoing words being considered and debat¬ 
ed, and the Vresident acquainting the Hoard that 
by the last advices from Suiika llama at Arcot, 
matters arc likely to be fairly accommodated witli 
the Nabob about the villages, 

“ Agreed that there seems an absolute necessity 
for the President to set out for Fort yt. David, as 
soon as the rivers will permil, in order to put an 
ei\d to th(! ])rescnt troubles if possible before 
further mischief is done. 

“ Agreed that a ]>arty of sixty men be despatch¬ 
ed away before hand to Pondicherry, for a guard 
to wait the President’s arrival; and that a luindnul 
Pagodas bo advanced the ensign to defray their 
expenses.” 

“ Wediic.sday, Ith November. This evening the 
Honorable President attended by the llcv. Mr. 
Stcven.«on, Lieutenant Koaeh, and Messrs. Theo¬ 
balds, llulklcy, Maubert, Nanney, Langlier, Tur¬ 
ner, and lliehardson set out overland for Port St. 
David. 

“ P’riday, 6th November. A general letter from 
the Honorable Pifesident and Mr. WiUiam Warre, 
dated the 5th Novembei'; read, enclosing several 
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letters and papers tlie Honorable President met 
upon the Road, and advising that they have fired 
six shots into Cuddalorc from the ifort in one day, 
bnt it pleased God they did no damage; that some 
deserters daily came in, and that Henry Davenport 
Esq. has possessed himself of Condapa Choidlry 
and Horse tai^ point, in order to facilitate the 
Honorable President’s entry into the Rounds. 

“ A. general letter from Henry Davenport, Esq. 
and Coimeil dated the 3rd instant read, wlicrein 
they acquaint us that they were in great hopes Mr. 
Raworth and his adherents, would by this time 
have been reduced to a very low condition for want 
of provisions. But that contrary to their ex])ceta- 
tions, and to the promise made to the Dcjnity 
Governor from the Gentlemen at Pondicherry no 
ways to assist them, of which he renninded Gover'- 
Tior Dnsivier in his letters dated 29th ultimo and 
3rd instant ; notwithstanding whicli, there was a 
chelinga sent them full ot provisions. They fur¬ 
ther advise the sloop, that was sent down with 
stores for Cuddalore, as she passed by Port St. 
David they fired three shots at her ; but that she 
continued her eoursc for the road and that Mus- 
soolas were gone off to bring the stores ashori!. 
They also remit us their account cash for the month 
of October, balance being six thousand tlirce hun¬ 
dred and ninety-live pagodas. 

“Thursday, 12th November. Another of the 
10th informs that after the hopes they had of 
bringing matters to an end that they found Mr. 
Raworth the same fickle, and unfaithful man as 
veer; that they had i^nt the same persons m that 
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morning with such terms as they thought he 
neither could nor would refuse ; but were strangely 
surprized at their return to find he abaolutely re¬ 
fused what he gave under his hand the day before ; 
which was that it the Governor insisted he would 
bring the keys of the Fort where he pleased ; that 
they had olfered to venture into the Fort if 
he would permit Captain Bead to fo in first with 
fifty men for the Governor’s Guard. For which 
his answer was under his hand, that he would not 
suffer the Governor to enter with any guard, and 
several other extravagancies; so that they can see 
no hopes of his being brought to better temper 
whilst he is able to hold out.” 

“ Sunday, 22ud November. Gcneval'letter frqm 
the Honorable Fjdwai'd Harrison Esq., Messre. 
iVavcnport and Warre dated 2yth instant read, 
wherein they acquaint us that having perused the 
Fort St. Da\id cash accounts from .April 1712, 
and by what they can learn from the Council &o,, 
Mr. Haworth ought now to have a balance by him 
of seventeen thousand j)agodas, which they took 
to be one of his chief reasons for, acting in 
this unaccountable manner ; that Mr. Haworth 
and his adherents being cooped up in the 
Fort and in want of provisions are veiy un¬ 
easy ; that some desert him daily, but not 
without the risk of their lives. They add that 
on the 18th in the morning Mr. Haworth saluted 
them in the Garden with a fourteen pounder ; but 
afterwards made qn apology that a drunken Dutch¬ 
man fired the gun, between sleeping and waking, 
that happened to be pointed that way; that on 
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the 19 th at night the. President, being accompani¬ 
ed with all the Madras Gentlemen, went into 
Tevennpatam' to visit the men itosted there ; and 
having been for sometime in the streets, they were 
briskly entertained from the batteries with all the 
guns they could bring to bear, besides their small 
shot, in khe roach of which they happened to be ; 
but by Good Pfovidencc no mischief was done ; 
that they returned them a Culvcrin salute from 
Patcharee hill, which went through Mr. Haworth’s 
lodgipgs, ns they learn from ilesertcrs ; that several 
of the men sallied from the Fort, but were warmly 
received, and two very dangerously wounded, which 
made them retuim faster than they came out.” 

“Tuesday, 1 st December. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward llaiTison, Esq. and M,v. 
William Wane, dated 29th ultimo read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they have not as yet brought 
Mr. Haworth to an accommodation ; and that they 
are fearful they must be obliged to consent to his 
going to Pondicherry to reside there and settle 
his account; and if so Governor Dnsivier is to 
give his parole that in case satisfaction is not 
given us in fifteen days he will deliver Mr. Ha¬ 
worth to us at Fort St. George.” 

“ Monday, 7th December. From the Honora¬ 
ble President and Mr. William Wai-re, dated the 
2nd instant, advising but that that morning the 
Honorable President entered the Fort, according to 
articles of agreement passed between him and 
Council and Mr. Haworth; who 'received him at 
the head of his rebellious*crew in such a manner 
as none but Mr. Rawbrth could be capable of; 

■ 27. 
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seeming no ways concerned for the many ill actions 
he has cAjminittcd in . this afl'uir. fiiere was a 
liuiidred and thirty men under arms in the Fort, ol 
whom eighty Europeans, who seemed to be as 
stout men as any in the Company’s service. 
Every thing was found in confusion ; which will 
require the President’s longer stay than he expect¬ 
ed ; as also to settle the Garrison and separate 
those he found in the Fort, that it may not here¬ 
after be in their power to act the like again.” 

“ Monday, 7th December. Henry Davfcnport 
acquaints the Board, that he this afternoon receiv¬ 
ed a private letter from the Honorable President, 
dated the 5tli, advising that Thomas Frederick, 
Esq. arrived at Fort St. David that night ; and 
that the next day in ihc evening the Honorable 
President designed to depart thence for Fort St. 
George, expecting to reach the Mount to-morrow 
night, where he desired the Gentlemen of the 
Council would go and wait upon him. 

“ Monday, 2 Jst December. The following gene¬ 
ral letters read. From the Governor of Pondi¬ 
cherry dated 30th instant (new style) advising 
that Mr. Haworth, having publicly demandecl 
their king’s protection and passage upon their 
ships for France, which they cannot refuse him 
without exposing themselves to their king’s dis¬ 
pleasure. 

“ The President likewise produces n letter from 
Father Thomas de Poictiers, Capuchin of the 
Church here, whoai he hajj employed at Pondi¬ 
cherry to solicit the Governor and Council on this 
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affilir; wliercin the said Fatlier Thomas advises 
that one of the principal reasons why Mr. Haworth 
refused to come hither and settle’his account with 
us, was that he had seen a letter from a member 
of this Board to a person at Fort St. David, men¬ 
tioning that it was resolved to have him assassi¬ 
nated. Every member now present solemnly de¬ 
clares, and offers to take his oath if required, that 
he never gave him any such advices, nor ever 
heard the Governor say any thing tending tluit 
way. 

“ The Governor for himself solemnly protests 
before God that he abhors the very thought of so 
barbarous an action; though he can bring suffi¬ 
cient proof that Mr. Haworth, when Deputy Go¬ 
vernor of Fort St. David, did more than once 
threaten tlie same to him. 

“ It being debated what mefisurijs are most 
proper for us to take upon this extraordinary pro¬ 
ceeding of the Governor and Councils of Pondi¬ 
cherry ; agreed tliat we defer coming to a resolu¬ 
tion thereupon till Father Thomas returns from 
Pondiclierry.” 

“ Thursday, 24th December. Mr. Haworth’s 
answer to the proposals made him in the Go¬ 
vernor’s name by Padre Tliome*rcad which is full 
of notorious falsilies and calumny without any 
manner of ground or proof and of a piece with all 
the rest of Ids behaviour, and upon the whole it 
appears vary plain that he will Ho or suffer any¬ 
thing rather than come t(7 a fair acewmt for what 
he has had under his Charge-” 
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This extraordinary affair ended shortly after¬ 
wards in Mr. Eawortli’s departure to France; 
and it is a singular circumstance that he died at 
Paris, just .as the Directors of the Company were 
preparing to prosecute him in England. 



1714-7.1 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


218 


ciiAPTEii xxvin. 

«OVERNORSHII* OF MR. EDWARD IIARKISON. 

(CondnueJ.) 

nu—i. 

Be/ore ])rocecding further with our extracts from 
the records of the Governorship of Mr. Edward 
Harrison, it will be necessary to glance at the con¬ 
temporary state of India. Shah Aulum, eldest 
son of Aurungzebe, had died in 1713; and a 
stniggle ensued between his four sons which termi¬ 
nated in thecslahlishmcnt of Jehandar Shall on the 
throne of Hcllii. .lehandar Shah owial his eleva¬ 
tion to the support of Zuliikar Khau,*lmt his vices 
rapidly lowered him in the eye.s of his subjects, 
and excited the religious hostility of all who re¬ 
spected the precepts of the Prophet. A drunken 
sovereign, ruled by a comxibine who had once been 
a public dancer, and freipicntly appearing in the 
streets of Delhi in a condition which hut. too 
plainly indicated his vices, was not the jiotcntatc 
who could long ho])c to maintain hte authority 
over a distracted empire like that of the Moguls. 
Two Seiads, or descendants of the Prophet, advo¬ 
cated the cause of Ferokscre, a nephew of Jehandar 
Shah. Forces were raised, the iluperial army was 
defeated, and Jehandar’ Shah and his minister 
Kulfiknr Khan were ttolh taken and put to death. 
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Feroksere now ascended the throne at Delhi, 
ami nded the empire from 171.3 to 1720. llis 
reign thus coiTesjjoiids to about four years of .the 
tiovernorship of Mr. Harrison, and three years of 
his successor Mr. Collett. It is remarkable from 
the fact that a mission was at this time sent to 
Delhi by the Knglish Governor of Calcutta ; and 
many advantages, including the disputed out vil¬ 
lages nciir Madras, ami the Zemindarship of some 
vilhiges in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, were at 
that time obtained from the Mogul. Fortunately 
copies of most of the original dispatches from the 
linglish envoys at Delhi to the Governors of Cal- 
tnrtta and Madras, have lieen preserved in the 
Madras records ; and these documents throw a 
flood of light upon the intrigues of the period, and 
enable us to obtain a elear picture of the court of 
the Great Mogul. This mission arrived in Delhi 
in 1715 and'left it in 1717, and thus extended 
over a period of two years. As it is a subject of 
imperial interest rather than of loeal interest, we 
shall not incor))orate the narrative embodied in 
the dispatches with the Jiistory of Mr. Harrison’s 
administration, but reserve it for a future and sepa- 
rate.chapter. 

As regards the changes more immediately effect¬ 
ing the Maflras Presidency, we may remark that 
Cheen Kulich Khan, variously spelt in the records, 
had been appointed Sulmh of the Dekksn under 
the title of Nkam-ool-Moolk; an individual 
who is remarkable in the history of Southern In- 
diii as the founder of the present kingdom of the 
Dckkan. Our old friend Ikwood Khan obtained 
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the Soubahship of Guzerat iu jjlace of CWcoiidu, 
but was kille^ iu n buttle a year or two afterwarda. 
At the sumo time Sadatulla TCban eontimied 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and cHected the rediictioa 
of the pfreat fortress of Ginjec, whicdi had been de¬ 
fended by the son of that Scrope Singh, who has 
already been introduced to our readers as the Rajah 
who nearly succeeded iu capturing Fort St. David. 

We now turn to the local annals of the Presi¬ 
dency. The records of the remaining period of 
Mr. Marrisou’s Governorship fontain but few mat¬ 
ters tvorthy of iRtcrcst. The reduction of Ginjec 
in 1714 is thus noticed in the consultation books. 

“ Saturday, 9th October 1714. General letter 
from the Deputy .Governor and Council of Fort 
St. David, dated the Gth instant, advising that 
our Nabob Sadatulla Khan had drawn all his forces 
round Ginjce, and summoned Scroj)* Singh’s son 
to surrender, upon pretence of an order from Court 
to take possession of that place ; which he refused 
to do, and making a desperate sally with about 
300 Ilajpoots, was very near killing the Nabob, 
having cut the luuncss of his Elephant with his 
own hands. But timely succour coming into 
the Nabob’s rescue, Tejah Sing, Scrojm Singh’s 
son, with Mohabut Khun and several others of the 
principal men belonging to Ginjec, were overpower¬ 
ed and cut oft', so that it is believed Ginjec will 
surrender in a few days.” On the 15th of Novem¬ 
ber the news arrived that Ginjccs was captured by 
Sadatulla Khan. 

The following strifhge revelation appears in a 
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petitic# addressed by one Dr. Tlioraas to the Go¬ 
vernor in Council, dated 9th November, 1714. 

“ The humble petition of Doctor Thomas. 

“ Slioweth, 

“ That yo\ir petitioner’s father-in-law Lewis de 
Melho in Ins liic time held a converse with one 
of his slaves named Ignaoin near the spaee 
of tliirty years; living with her in a separate 
house, and imtnisting the greatest part of his 
estate in her hands, and taking no notice of his 
wife or tlaugliler. Jlut u])ou hi» death bad re¬ 
penting himself of the ills he had done, he asked 
pardon of his wili; for his ill usage of her ; and 
(hwlared that the said Ignaeia had been the cause 
r.f it by the power of incdieines slic had given lum, 
and that he had ilelivered into her charge 2600 
pagod.is in money, besides jewels and medicines 
of value. And he did appoint and constitute his 
said wife and daughter heiresses to his c.state; as 
ni)i)ears by a e.crtifieatc under the hand of the llev. 
Padre I’asehall Pereiva de Cuutra. But now so 
it is, may it jilcasc your Honor that the said 
Ignaeia refuses to deliver up or give any account 
of the said estate; though it can be proved by 
witnesses that she has divers things of a large value 
as well as money" in her jrossession. Wherefore 
your petitioner, in behalf of his mother-in-law 
Francisca and his wife Isabella, humbly prays that 
your Honor will oblige the said slave to make a 
true discovery and surrender of all those things in 
her possession, belonging to the estate of the de¬ 
ceased Mr. Lewis dc Mellto, that so they may 
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hiive their right, aud he as in duty bouH(l shull 
ever pray.” 

The OovOTiior and Council Hirdered that the 
goods should he secured, but referred the matter 
to the decision of the heads of their Caste*. 

On the 1st of August, 1714, died Queen Anne, 
and the crown of England thus descended to 
Ocorge I. The event passed off quietly and more 
than eight months passed away before the news 
reachoel Madras. It will be seen from the follow¬ 
ing entry, that the Presidcuey still kept early 
hours. 

“Friday, 8th April, 1715. The letter read 
advising tlic unfortunate death of Her late Majesty 
Queen Anne, and the happy accession of His most 
serene Highness flic Elector of Hanover and 
Brunswick to the Imperial crown of Great Britain 
under the title of King George ; at nine o’clock this 
morning the Mayor aud Aldermen, aUended with 
the proper officers and a company of soldiers be¬ 
longing to the . Garrison, proclaimed his Iloyal 
Alajesty King George ; and at noon there was an 
entertainment made for the council aud all the 
chief inhabitants of the place, at which his Royal 
Majesty, the Prince of Wales, the Royal family 
and Ihc Honorable Company’s healths were drank 
and guns fired at each.” 

The following extract concerning the Capuchin 
Friars, is a curious testimony to their character at 
this time. 

“ Monday, the 12th December 1715. “ Ed¬ 

ward Harrison Esq., President'of and for all the 
Right Honorable Unite*! English East India Com- 

28 
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pany’s jffairs on tins coast of tJoromandcl and 
Orissa, in the Oinjee anil Mahratta countries, 
Conimander in Chief of all the forces, which now 
are or hereafter may or shall he employed for the 
ServiiKwf the said United Company under thi* 
Presidency, and Governor of the h’ort St. George, 
St, David, and Council. To all to whom these 
presents shall come Greeting. 

“ Know ye, that tire Keverend the Capuciii 
Fathers of the French nation that officiate in the 
Portuguese Chiireli of this place, and others^of the 
same nation and order at liondichen-y that formerly 
resided here, having made application to us for 
our assistance to justify themselves from several 
aspersions that have lately bi’cn east upon them 
in Frani-e by their inveterate enemies, in order to 
iilast their reputation and render them contempti¬ 
ble in these jiarls of the. world, and having in order 
thereto humbly proposed the following queries. 

“1st. Whether the Capuciii Fathers that have 
dwelt and officiated in this city of Madras from 
the first settlement to this time, viz. Ephraim de 
Nevers, 55enon de Baiigc, Cosme de Oien, Jacques 
de llourges, Esjirit dc Tours, Laurent d’Engoulc- 
me, Michael Aiige de Bourges, Rene d’ I'lngoulemc, 
and Thomas de Poitiers; they or any of them ever 
behaved themselv.es otherwise than beeame their 
sacred function as Missionaries and persons in 
Religious orders, or whether they have given any 
cause for scandal by their deportment. 

“ 3nd. Whether they have ever had any quarrels 
or differences among themselves, which obliged 
them to have recourse to »ur Tribunal for an ac- 
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romiuodation, and piwlicnlnriy Fatlicr Esprit .do 
Tours with Father Michael Aiigc before mentioned. 

“ 3rd. Whether theCapucin liathers of Madras 
or those of Pondicheriy’ particularly Father Esprit 
de Tours, either now have or ever had any money 
at Interest or othei-wisc in the (lash of the Eight 
Honorable (lampany our Mastei-s. 

“ 4th.’Whethcr Father Tlvomasde Poitiers, now 
residing and ofGciating licre, ever Itought or sold 
fiOO chests of Persia wine, as he is accused of 
having done in the yeai- 1713,01- before or since 
that tune. 

“ I'o the fii-st article we are obliged to declare 
that the Capuein Fathci-s above named, who have 
hod the care of the mission in this city of Madras 
from the first establishment thereof to the present 
time by permission of our Eight Honorable Mas* 
ters, hove always demeaned tliransch'cs in so hand¬ 
some a manner, both in spu-itual apd tcropor.al 
aifairs, as to give no just cause of complaint to us 
their representatives; their conduct has been regu¬ 
lar and agreeable to their profession, nor have we 
ever heard of or remarked any action of theirs that 
could occasion the least scandal to their order. 

“ To the second article, we never hoard, nor 
can we find upon examining our llegisters, that 
any of the said Capnciti Fathers, particularly the 
persons before mentioned in this article,, ever 
had any difference, which obliged them to have re¬ 
course to this or any other Tribunal here for a de¬ 
cision. 

“ To the third article, we must declare it to be 
a notorious falsity that,the Capucin Father of Ma- 
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(Iras or Pondicherry, or of any otlicr place, ever 
had any money or effects at Interest or otherwise 
in the Itight Hmiorable Company’s 'cash that we 
know of. 

“ To the fourth article, we know it to be very 
false that Father Thomas de Poitiers bought or 
sold 500 chests of wine in 1713, either he or any 
other of the same order; and we further eertify 
that none of the Onpucins before mentioned have 
ever been known to be concerned in any sort of 
commerce whatsoever, Itf witness whereof, we 
have at their humble request given them tliis our 
certificate, which could not in conscience be re¬ 
fused. Done in Fort St. George this 12th day of 
December 1713, and sealed with the Eight Honor¬ 
able Company’s seal.” 

From this testimony to the character of the 
Capuchin Fathers we turn to the proceedings of 
the Protestant inhabitants. The scheme set on foot 
for a Charity School in Madras has already been 
noticed ; and the following copy of the Eules will 
be fouml curious and interesting, 

“ Eules for the better establishing and manage¬ 
ment of the Charity School, erected by the unani¬ 
mous consent of the Vestiy of St. Mary’s parish 
in Fort St. George, on the 28th October 1715. 

“ 'I’hat in soijje convenient place within the 
English town, there be proper accommodation made 
at first for 30 poor Protestant Children, diet and 
education gratis. 

” That the Scholars be trained up to a practical 
sense of religion, and be particularly instractefl in 
the doctrines of the Uhuichi.of England as by law 
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established ; and therefore no person shall be 
capable of being master of the School unless he be 
qualified according to the acts oW’urliainent. 

“ That the children, whether boys or girls, shall 
be taken into the School house at five years of age 
or thereabout ; and be put out to service or ap¬ 
prenticeships when they are abo\it 13 years old. 
And while they are entertained in the School, the 
boys shall be taught to read, write, cast accounts, 
or what they may be further capable of, and the 
girls ^hall be instructed in reiiding and the neces¬ 
sary parts of house wifery. 

“ That no scholar shall be taken in, nor 
any matter of moment IransacU'd, without the 
previous consent of the Honorable Governor for 
the time being. 

“ That besides the Ministers and Church war¬ 
dens, who shall always be overseers o[ the Charity 
School, there be three others chosen yearly by tho 
V^estry for the better management and more care¬ 
ful inspection of the aifairs of the School ; and in 
order thereunto, that the said overseers (or at least 
four of them) meet every week at the Vestry, and 
keep Minutes of what they agree upon (if it be of 
any moment) to be laid before the Governor for 
his approbation. 

“ That one of the overseers annually chosen by 
the Vestry shall at the same time be nominated 
Treasifter to the School, and be obliged to kec]) 
exact regular accounts of the Sclmol stock and ex¬ 
penses ; to be laid before every Vestry, and before 
the other overseers, tr any of the contributors, 
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when they require it at any of their weekly meet¬ 
ings or othenvise. 

“ That when toe Cash belonging to the School 
stock shall amount to the sura of 1,000 pagodas, 
it shall be employed at sea, or let out at interest, 
by the treasurer, with the advice of the rest of the 
overseers, and the consent of the Governor ; and 
if the money cannot be thus employed, that it be 
lent to the Church at the usual interest. 

“ That all Bonds, Deeds of conveyance, and 
other writs for the u.se and benefit of the Charity 
School, shall be drawn and granted in the name of 
the Treasurer and other overseers for the time 
being. 

That all Legacies, Gifts, and Benefactions to 
1,he School, whether of money or other things, be 
duly entered by the Treasurer in a Book to be kept 
for that purpose, which he shall sign at the foot 
of every page. 

* “ That no part of the School stock shall on any 
pretence whatsoever be employed to any purpose, 
or in any manner, but what is agreeable to the 
original design and institution above expressed. 

“ That in all difficult cases and disputes about 
any matter of consequence, the overseers shall 
make application to the Governor for calling a 
vestry, wherein all such matters shall bo deter¬ 
mined by the majority ofckhe contributors. 

“'That the aforesaid articles slmll be the standing 
rules and fundamental constitutions of the Charity 
School, according to which the overseers shall al¬ 
ways be obliged to act. And therefore that the 
said irules shall be registexei in the beginning of a 
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Book, wherein the said overseers shall enter all the 
subsequent orders and regulations which they may 
have occasioDf to make hereaftes concerning the 
said school; providing that such subsequent or¬ 
ders shall be first approved by the Governor and 
Council for the time being.” 

In connection with lliis subject we nuike the fol¬ 
lowing extracts, respecting the library in Fort St. 
George, from a general letter received from the 
Board of Directors about this time. 

“ We understand that the Library in Fort St. 
George is worthy our notice, as consisting not 
only of a great number of Books, but of a great 
many that are choice and valuable. John Dolbeii 
Esq., Mr. Richard Elliot, and others having made 
a present of their Books (which were considerable^ 
to the Library, besides other .augmentations it 
hath lately received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. We therefor* recommend 
the care of the Library to our President and 
Ministers ; ordering that the said Books (such at 
least as are of value) be put up in close presses to 
keep tliem from dust and vermin ; and that none 
of them be lent or carried out of the Library, with¬ 
out the consent of both Minsters, if two shall be on 
the place ; and the Books so oanied out shall be 
entered in a book kept for that jnirpose, inserting 
the day and year when j^e person to whom it is 
lent on one side of the folio, and on the other the 
day and year when returned. 

“ And we order our Ministcas to sort the said 
Books into proper classes, and to take a catalogue 
of them to be kept m the Library, of which they 
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shall deliver a copy to our President, and send 
a copy home to us ; and we desire onr President 
to order two oft our Servants, tocher with our 
Ministers, to examine the Books by the Catalogue 
once a year ; that is to say some few days before 
the Vestry is held and make their report at the 
A'estry. It wo\dd be very proper also to put our 
chop on the said Books in tins title page or first 
leaf, to show to whom they belong, if they should 
any of them happen to be stolen, and to stamp 
our arms on the cover.” 

The next extract refers to an incident already re¬ 
corded, from which it seems that at one time the 
Mussulman inhabitants contributed to the support 
of the Hindoo pagodas ; an arrangement which 
was finally abolished dtu'ing the Governorship of 
Ml'. Harrison. 

“ Monday, 16lh January, 171G. Petition of the 
Patan Mcrclkants Inhabitants of this place, and 
several others that trade hither annually from 
Bengal; wherein they set forth the hardship of 
being obliged, contrary to the ndcs of their religion, 
to contribute to the maintenance of the Gentoo 
Idols. 

“ This affair having formerly occasioned great 
disputes and troubles, particularly once in the 
time of Governor J’itt, and again since the arrival 
of the present Governor; at which time it was de¬ 
cided in favour of the Gentoo Pagoda upon ac¬ 
count of its having been a custom of long stand¬ 
ing, and that oun Honorable Masters approved of 
what was done in the time of Mr. Pitt; but now 
the Board being sensible it has occasioned a great 
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heart burning among the Patan merchants afore¬ 
said, who annually import great quantities of rich 
goods from Bengal; insomuch that we find they 
begin to leave us and land their goods at St. 
Thome, where the present Nabob has granted 
them a Cowlo with several valuable privileges, 
and particularly that they shall pay no more than 
2 per cent, custom :—it is thought high time to 
use all means in our power to make these people 
easy and prevent their forsaking us to settle at 
St. Thome. 

“ A’ceordingly agreed that the President make for 
them a Cowle for collecting that duty themselves, 
Kanaka])illa, of 25 ci\sh for every pagoda, to be 
applied to the maintenance of their own Mosque; 
and to promise them all manner of favourable 
usuge, and cncoufagcmcnt, if they continue td 
trade hither as usual.” 

The following extraordinary story o£ a common 
soldier, who passed himself off as a (Jhaplain, and 
married himself to the daughter of his Captain 
without her father’s consent, is worthy of preser¬ 
vation. 

"Tuesday, 12th June, 1716. The worshipful 
the Mayor acquaints the Board that Captain Wil¬ 
liam, having entered an action against John 
Mitchel in the Mayor Court for defaming 
his daughter and deluding her* by a pretended 
marriage, in which he officiated himself as Priest 
and husband. Upon which a trial ensued, and 
due proof being made by several sufficient wit¬ 
nesses, as well as from the said Mitchell’s origi¬ 
nal letters ; the'Court had respited judgment on 
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account of Ws being in the Military service, till 
tlie pleasure of this Board be known, what punish¬ 
ment shall be inflicted in such a case. 

“ The Board taking this matter into consider¬ 
ation, it appears that the forementioncd .John 
Mitchel came out a soldier upon the last year’s 
ships to serve the Honorable Company the usual 
term of years. But pretending himself a regular 
clergyman in Holy Orders, and that he had serv¬ 
ed some years Chaplain of one of her Majesty’s 
ships of war, but was forced to abscond and fly 
for these parts upon account of a debt contracted 
by being bound for a brother in England ; which 
circumstances inclining every body to compas¬ 
sionate him (though he brought no Orders with 
him) he was taken oft' is duty as a Soldier, and 
employed as Master to the Charity School lately 
established in this place, at a handsome salary, 
with all fittihg encouragement, besides a recom¬ 
mendation to the Honorable Company in our last 
general letter. But since that time he has been 
guilty of many im^gidarities and scandalous ac¬ 
tions, altogether unbecoming the profession he 
pretends to; many of which appear under his 
own hand, and others are proved by undoubted 
testimony, and particularly his unwarrantable ac¬ 
tion of marrying himself clandestinely. 'Wherefore 
the Board thinks tit to come to the following re¬ 
solutions concerning him. 

“ That the said Mitchel, if in holy orders (as 
ho pretends but cannot prove) has basely scanda¬ 
lized the priesthood by an m-regnlni' and unheard 
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of way of marryiag himself to a woman, and ab¬ 
solutely against her father’s consent. ■ 

“ That the* Board is not obli)!^ to regard liim 
otherwise in this case than a soldier, enlisted in 
the Honorable Company’s service upon the usual 
terms, and tliat he ought to be punished accord¬ 
ingly. . 

“ That however as he has appeared under the 
notion of a clergyman, and been entertained as 
School Master, it will not be proper to expose him 
to public punishment in the eye of the natives ; and 
not having wherewitlial to make just satisfaction 
to the persons he has injured, it is agreed thafthe 
said John Mitchcl, Centinel, do give sufficient 
security for his good behaviour; or else that he be 
kept under confinement tilt opportunity offers to 
send him off the place for Europe.” 

Mr. Edward Harrison left the Madras Presi¬ 
dency on the 8th January 1717, upon which the 
governorship fell to Mr. Joseph CoUett. The last 
months of his administration and the opening 
months of the administration of his successor were 
occupied by another of those strange disputes 
between the Eight and Left Hands, which furnish 
such curious illustrations of the character of the 
people. Wo have already brought forward the 
narrative of more than one of. these caste riots ; 
but some curious particulars are recorded in con¬ 
nection with the present disturbance which are 
worth preserving. 

It may help the reader someifhat if wo mention 
iliat in olden times the Chetties and Gomatccs 
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had spparate streets and separate idols; the Chet- 
ties belonging to the Left Hand Caste and the 
Comatees to tho> Eight Hand. A Oomatee could 
never enter a Chetty street except by permission 
of the Chctties, and then he could not enter it 
in a carriage, or a palanquin, or even with shoes 
on his feet. A Chetty was also prohibited in the 
same manner from entering a street belonging to a 
Comatee. The present dispute seems to have 
arisen in consequence of a Comatee having pre¬ 
sumed to otter ceremonies to an idol belonging 
to the Cbetties. 

“ F iday, 12th October 1716. A dispute hav¬ 
ing arisen between the Chetty and Comatee or 
Banian castes, about some ceremonies at their 
feasts, the I'onuer iirotending that the latter have 
usurped several titles belonging to them, and per¬ 
formed some ceremonies before an image that they 
have no rigbt to do. 'J'he heads ef the Eight and 
Left Hand castes were culled in, and acquainted 
that the Board is very unwilling to intermeddle in 
any business of this nature, which they cannot 
pretend to understand ; and therefore they are 
strictly enjoined to keep the peace among them¬ 
selves, and by no means to disturb the quiet of 
the place, upon pain of forfeiting the 12,000 pago¬ 
das mentioned in the agreement between the castes 
in consultation tlie 21st of* June, 1708. They 
were further required to choose a number of per¬ 
sons out of the neutral caste to decide their differ¬ 
ences without further delay by fair arbitration ; 
which the Left Hand side readily agreed to, but 
the Eight Hand insist to clipose out of their own 
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caste, and a number of Brahmins* besides ; which 
the Board judges to be unreasonable and therefore 
orders them to choose ten Brahmins for each party, 
and to enter into arbitration bonds without further 
delay.” 

“ Monday, 15th October. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that upon summoning the heads 
of the Comatee and Chetty castes to sign their 
arbitration bonds according to order of last con¬ 
sultation, they flew oft' from their agreement j the 
Comajecs insisting to choose out of all the Bight 
Hand castes, which are of their own side. Con¬ 
sequently the Left Hand would be over-powered 
by numbers, and therefore refuse to comply. 
■Whereupon we were obliged to confine them all 
to the Merchants Godowns till they can come to 
some agreement among themselves ; the distur¬ 
bance daily increasing in the Black Town ; and the 
Painters of Triplicanc, that had the Honorable 
Company’s work fh hand, having deserted their 
habitations.” 

“ The Heads were again called in, and the ill 
consequence of this foolish dispute fairly laid be¬ 
fore them ; but all persuasions being to no pur¬ 
pose, they were again remanded to the Oodown.” 

“ Thursday, 18th October. Oolloway Chetty 
appears ns the Head of the fhetty caste, and 
makes an offer of having the difference between 
them and the Comatees decided among the heads 
of all their castes in the country ; by means of 

* The Brahmins are neutral caste; they belonging 
neither to the Bight Hand nor to the L^t Hand. 
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Deputies to be sent from hence; which appearing 
to be a reasonable expedient, it is agreed to let 
the parties coneprned have their liberty, in hopes 
they will come to an accomodation in this way.” 

“ Thursday, 25tli October. The President ac- 
fjuaiuts the Doard that when all things seemed in 
a fair way towards an accommodation between the 
castes, the followmg accident happened on the 
21st instant. 

“ A young lad of the Left hand caste having 
done hurt to a Pariah woman of tlie Uight hand 
castes (big with child), the whole casft) got 
together and came in a tumultuous manner to de¬ 
mand justice. Upon exiunining the matter, he 
ordered the offender to close confinement, promis¬ 
ing the heads of the caste to do them justice when 
it should appear whether the woman would die or 
live. They seemed satisfied, and the crowd was 
disjjersed. Jlut in the night, without any further 
provocation, they got togethcrwigaiu ; and all such 
as serve under tlu! Honorable Company and the 
Knglish Inhabitants, deserted their Employs; 
such as Cooks, water bearers, coolies, palankeen 
boys, roundel men (umbrella carriers) and other 
useful servants; and arming themselves with 
pikes, daggers, and long staves, made a grievous 
uproar in the Black Town ; stopping all the water 
from coming in, hnd committing many other dis¬ 
orders. The Captain of the Guard, with the Stew¬ 
ard and several others, were sent to them to de¬ 
mand their roasojis for making such an uproar ; 
mid finding they were headed by several peons in 
the Knglish service, they seized two of the ring- 
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leaders and brought them to the Governor, who 
are secured in irons till further order. 

“ The lleatls of the Bight Hand Caste are or¬ 
dered to go immediately and aennaint them that 
we will make any shift without them rather than 
submit to such usage; and not a man of them 
shall ever be taken into service again, if they do 
not forthwith disperse and return to their duty; 
also to let them know that orders arc given at all 
the guards to fall upon them if they commit any 
disonVir, or draw near in a body where the guards 
are posted.” 

“ Thursday, 1st November. The Painters that 
deserted Triplieane, as mentioned in eonsidtatiou 
the 15th ultimo, on account of the caste disputes, 
have made some overtures towards returning tg 
their habitations ; but at present insist on such 
unreasonable terms, that the Hoard cannot comply 
with them, considering that they ran iDvay without 
any just provocation, and on pui’posc to distiess 
us in our affairs.” 

“Friday, 16th November. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that he has intercepted a vilain- 
ous letter or Cojan, wrote by some of the Itighl 
hand castes to the Painters that deserted Tripli- 
cane and now reside at St. Thome ; wherein they 
are encouraged to insist upon unreasonable terms, 
and promised to be supported with money for their 
expenses, in hopes of creating further disturbances. 
Those that write the letter arc inconsiderable per¬ 
sons, but he hopes to discover those that set them 
to work. In the mean time all possible diligence 
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is iised to reconcile those unhappy disputes and 
prevent future trouble.” 

“ Monday, l(V-h December. The'President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that though he hoped all things 
would have continued quiet between the castes, 
upon a resolution formerly taken to have the con¬ 
troversy decided by the heads of them that reside 
in the country ; the Chetties have this day shut up 
all their shops, and called all the coolies from their 
work that belong to their caste ; and that he has 
employed proper persons to empiirc into the mean¬ 
ing of it, which he will lay before the Board in 
next consultation.” 

“ Thursday, 20th December. The President 
produces a petition delivered last night by the 
heads of the Chetty caste, that have for sometime 
ilmt up their shops and refused to do any business. 
The substance of the said petition is, that they 
have already, complained of the Comatecs singing 
their Naggarum before the idol named Chindadry 
Pillarry ((janesha, the “ Belly Crod”) ;* and that 
their caste people in the country have heard of it, 
and threaten to turn them out if they sufl'er such 
abuses. Wherefore they desire the matter may be 
decided by the Brahmins (who are the fittest per¬ 
sons to do it); otherwise they cannot continue in 
this place ; and that a bond of 12,000 pagodas on 

* The Niigg.arum is the verse which is addressed to 
Oanesha “ the remover of hindrances,” before under¬ 
taking any kind of business or engaging in any affair. 
N.agganim is properly the name of the language rather 
than of the verso. The complaint here made was that 
the Comatees recited their verse before a Chetty Pagoda. 
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both sides may be signed to stand to the said Brali- 
inin's award. 

“ Agreed, ihat since the Comatcc and Chetty 
castes cannot lx; persuaded to reconcile their difler- 
cnees by the heads of their own or any otlicr 
castes, the Board will on Monday morning next 
hear the opinion of all neutral j)ersous among the 
inhabitants, and endeavour to determine the matter 
in dispute so as will best secure the ])eaec and 
(]uiel of the place. 

Monday, the 3 tth December, 17Hi. “ The 

Iliads of the (dictty and C'omatce castes being 
summoned made their appearance, and a great 
number of witnesses were examined (mnecruing 
the cere.mony in dispute, whether the Comatecs 
have, a right to cry nnl their Nagganiin (itianscrit 
hymn) before the (Jhindadry Biliary I’agoda or not. 
After throe honr.s spcid in vliin eiideavonring to 
persuade them to come to some agreement among 
themselves, the Board deferred the affair till next 
meeting.” , 

“ Alonday, 7th January 1717. The President 
(Rdward Harrison ICsipj being ready to embark 
for Great Britain, proposes to flie Board the best 
method that he can think of, after having discours¬ 
ed with all the principal inhaliitants of the place 
that are not actually engngcfl in the dispute now 
afoot between Ooinatee and Ohetty castes, for 
putting an end to all future trouble; and tlie 
Board upon 3'cading them came to the following 
resolutions. 

“ Tlmt for anything that has yet appeared the 
Comatccs, may cry onf their Pennagundoo Nng- 
-30 
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ganiiti at their houses, feasts, weddings See. aecord- 
ing to.Salnhad, but not before the Pagodii of Chin- 
dry Pillary, till that matter can be decided in the 
manner hereafter mentioned.” 

“ That whereas the Comateea did agree Iwforo 
this Board to defer the matters in dispute to 20 
Brahmins, which are the neutral caste ; ten of 
which to be chosen by the Comatecs and ten by 
the Chetties ; though they went from their word 
next juoining, and insisted u])on joining some of 
their own Bight Hand cast(!, when they found the 
Chetties were willing to comply ; the Board think 
it just tor the Company’s and their own honour, 
that the Comatees shall be obliged to make good 
their promise by referring the ceremonies in dis¬ 
pute to 20 Brahmins as before mentioned. 

“ That in case of any foul play by the 20 Brah¬ 
mins that shall be Chosen on this oceasion, npon 
full proof thereof being made, the parties aggrieved 
shall have justice done them. 

“ That in case the Comatees refuse to comply 
with their first promise of a reference to the Brah¬ 
mins, the image of the Chindadry ,Pillary Pagoda 
shall be removed to the great Gentoo Pagoda ; and 
to prevent all future disputes the Cliindadry Pil¬ 
lary Pagoda shall be shut up for ever. 

“ That, whereas great j^umbers of these .small 
Pagodas have been clandestinely built without 
the knowledge or permission of the Government, 
and more are daily begun, wliich tend to raise 
disputes among the castes, none shall be built 
henceforward without the penniesion of the Go¬ 
vernor and Couneil. 
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“ TJiat no colours for the future shall bo used 
at any feast in Afadras, but the English, commonly 
known by tho name of St. George’s colours, with 
a white held and a rod cross. 

“ That the Pedda Naik shall be Overseer of the 
I’ariah caste, and take care to keep them in due 
obedience ; and that no other person shall pre¬ 
tend to summon or have any command over them. 

“ That whoever shall hereiifter presume to stii- 
np the castes to mutiny or desert on aceoimt of 
the disjrutes between the Comatcea and (,'hcUics, 
or any other such frivolous pretence ; such person 
or })crsons, upon fidl proof being made before tlie 
Hoard, shall forfeit the Honorable (.'ompany’s pro¬ 
tection, be rendered incapable of any employ in 
(heir service, and at the discretion of the 
Hoard. 

. “ These resolutions will be pursued by the suc¬ 
ceeding President and (Jouiuil, unless, any unfore¬ 
seen difficulty should arise to occasion an alter¬ 
ation in opinion ; and there is good reason to 
lH>i)e that all matters will be fairly accommodated 
by the Hrahmins.” 

“ Wednesday, 8th .Tamiary, 1717. Early this 
morning the Honorable President, Edward Harri¬ 
son K.s(|., cmbarkcid upon Ship “ King George,” 
for Great Hritain ; upon which the Government of 
this place fell to the llonorabfe Joseph Collett 
Esq. pursuant to the Honorable Court of Direc¬ 
tor’s appointment in them general letters by the 
last ships.” 

“ Tuesday, 23d January, 1717. The President 
reports that he has rcc^vcd an answer from Col- 
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loft ay Chetty and CoUastiy Chetty to the sum¬ 
mons affixed yesterday at the gates to this pui-pose: 
that they wouhhnot return unless w» would oblige 
the Comatees to refer the differences between 
them to 20 Brahmins ns formerly proposed. 

" Agreed that although we hud determined, if 
the Chettics had stayed for our deeisioin to have 
referred the matter as they propose, yet that now 
it is not tit to make such an agreement with them 
in order for their return for the following reasons. 

“ First, the immediate eousequenet! would be 
that all the flomatees, and probably 'several 
other tribes of the Bight Hand caste, would desert 
the place upon our making such a condescention 
to the Chettics, on condition of their returning j 
by which wo should be drove to greater straits 
‘that we are 'or can be by the desertion of the 
Chetties. 

“ SeemndJy, such a condescention would so far 
enervate and weaken our authority, that we should 
never after be able to govern the several castes 
with any steadiness ; who would be ready on 
every occasion to threaten ns with a desertion, by 
which they would govern us at their pleasure. 

“ For tliese 'reasons wo think it necessary to 
assort our authority, and either to force them to a 
compliance, or take wliat satisfaction we can get 
out of their estates.” 

“ Ordered that the Warehouse keeper, assisted 
by one of the board alternately, remove the most 
vnbtablc wares belonging to the said Chetties into 
the Fort godown ; and take an exact accoimt of 
them ; there liekig large qxiantitics to a consider- 
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able value. By which mean.? Ave hope to frighten 
the Chetties into a submission, and return ; or 
otherwise to obtain some satisfa(;tion out of their 
estates for the damages that may accrue to the 
Honorable Company by their desertion. 

“ Ordered that an attachment of moneys due 
from any inhabitant of Madras, whether Euro¬ 
peans or others, to any Chetties now deserted, bo 
atfixed at the Sea Gate ; with a declaration that 
whoever shall pay any such debts after this publi¬ 
cation to any of the said Chetties, or their order, 
shall Re obliged to repay the same to the Honor¬ 
able Company.” 

These resolutions ajijiear to have brought mat- 
toi'S to a conclusion ; and the Pre.sidcnt according¬ 
ly drew up the following agrei'mont. 

Thursday, 7th Eebruary, 1717. “ We, Joseph 
Collett Esq., President and ('onnoil of Port St. 
Gcoi’go, in order to determine and put an end to 
the diflercnces which have been for sometime past 
between the Comatee and Chetty castes, and also 
to prevent all public disturbance of the like kind 
for the future, do hereby appoint and order for 
determination of the, present differences, that the 
Comatee shall have the liberty of ’saying the Pen- 
nagundoo Naggarum, or any other of their titles, 
before the pagoda within the Pillarty or any other in' 
the Right Hand streets; and that the Chetties shall 
have liberty of rehearsing their titl^, or saying 
their Naggarum, before any pagoda in the Left 
Hand streets. But that the Csmatccs shall not 
say the Naggarum in the Left hand streets, nor 
shall the Chetties say their Naggm-iim in the Right 
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hand streets. And we do hereby further order 
Unit neither the Comatees nor the Chotlies 
shall have the Jiberty of saying their- blhgga- 
nun or rehearsing their titles before tire great 
Gentoo I’agoda. And for preventing disturb¬ 
ance of the like kind for the future, we do 
hereby forbiil all jiersons whatsoever, building 
any new pagodas in any part of this city with¬ 
out leave first obtained of tlie President and Ooun- 
eil. We, do also forbid any flags to bo used in 
the public procession and solemnities by any of 
the castes whatsoever, besides St. George’s' flag ; 
that is a flag with a white field and a red cross. 
\Vc do hereby publish and declare that if any in¬ 
habitants of tliis city do on any pretence, grievance, 
or any diflcreiices amongst themselves whatsoever, 
desert tlieii habitations, and go out of the Honor¬ 
able Company’s bounds, without leave from the 
'Governor ; before they have applied themselves to 
the Governor and Council for redress, or before 
the said differences shall be deteruiiued in such 
manner as shall be appointed by us, and shall re¬ 
fuse to return being summoned ; shall forfeit their 
estates to the Honorable Company and bo put out 
of tbek protection.” 

p'’our days afterwards the termination of the dis¬ 
pute is tlms recorded in the consultation books. 

“ Monday, lUii Febniary, 1717. Colloway 
Chetty, CoUastiy Chetty and Mino Clietty, the 
tieads of the Chcttics that lately deserted to St. 
'I’horae, being conip back again appear before the 
Board, and ask pardon for themselves and the rest 
of their caste, requesting they may be permitted 
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to' live under the Honorable Company’s protection 
and enjoy their ancient liberties as Inhabitants, 

“ Agreed that their request be granted, upon 
their depositing in the Honorable Company’s cash 
for 13 months the sum of 4,000 pagodas for their 
good behaviour; and the lieads of the caste sign¬ 
ing the law lately established. 

“ Agivicd that an interest bond of this day’s 
date at 8 per cent, per annum be given to Collo- 
way Chetty and Collastry Chetty for the 4,000 
pagodjs deposited as before mentioned ; and that 
tlie warehouse keeper do deliver them up alf their 
bonds, papers, accounts and goods ns soon as eon- 
veiiiently he can; and the remainder of their 
money shall be paid them after the account of 
charges we have be,en at on their account can be 
made up.” 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

KNGLISII MISSION FROM CALCUTTA TO DELHI. 

1715—17. 

IJefora iiroiwt'iliiij; farther with our annals of the 
Madras PriMidoncy, wo sluill diwoto a chapter to 
the eonsidoration of an event, wiiich is not only 
interesting? in connection witli the early fortunes of 
the English on the coa-st of Coromandel, Init which 
marks an epoch in the history of all the English 
settlouicnts in India, - in Calcutta and Bombay, as 
well as in Port St. Gooi’ge and Fort St. David. 
This event is one to which Mr. Onne and Mr. 
Mill have caeh devoted a page of their re.spcctive 
histories, but yet which we have reason to believe 
is but little known to the majority of either Eng¬ 
lish or Indian readers. It n[)pcurs that about a 
century and a half ago, a mission Wiis sent from 
Calcutta to Delhi, to carry a viduable present to 
the Great Mogul, and to endeavour to remove cer¬ 
tain grievances wliich affected the several Presi¬ 
dencies, and procure such advantages as could be 
obtained by bribery or cajollery from the Durbar. 
This mission was entrusted to two of the English 
Factors at Calcutta, Mr. John Surman and Mr. 
Edward Stephenson ; and with them were joined 
an Armenian ngmed Cojee Serhaud, and a surgeon 
named Hamilton. These gentlemen remained at 
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the Court of the Great Mogul for more than two 
years, during^whieh they sent frequent disp&tches 
to Calcutta, and some few to Madras and Bom¬ 
bay. Copies of most of them however appear to 
have, been forwarded to Port St. George, and were 
entered from time to time in the consultation' 
books. Accordingly it has been the good fortune 
of the present writer to exhume these mouldering 
dispatches from the old manuscript records in the 
Government Office of this Presidency. We shall 
not however publish them in detail, for whilst a 
large portion refers to discussions which have long 
since lost all interest, another portion is wanting, 
and could ordy be recovered by a collation of the 
records at Calcutta with those of Port St. George. 
We shall therefore simply review these old letter* 
by the light of contemporary history ; combining 
our extracts and illustrations in such a manner as 
will be.st serve to render the narrative’an interest¬ 
ing picture o£.the times. 

Bnt whiS were the times ? We candidly ex¬ 
press our belief that in the present day there are 
very few who cither know or care to know. Indian 
histories, w'hether of Hindoo or of Mussulman, are 
generally regarded with a distaste highly flavoured 
with contempt. The reason of this is obvious. 
Our historians generally fail altftgethcr to excite 
our interest or enlist our sympathies. Many can 
dwell upon the picturesque pages of old Orme 
with the liveliest emotions. Thero the intrigues and 
treacheries of Native princes derive a powerful 
interest from the fact that the genius of our own 
countrymen, and perchflnee of our own great-grand- 
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fathers, triumphed over all. Arcot and Plassey arc 
to us 'still spirit stirring names ; and a host of rich 
associations still hang round the old Fort at 
Veliore, and the precipitous heights of Giujee. 
But who cares to read the liistory of Ferishta f 
Who cares to peruse that dreary chronicle of 
Mussulman dynasties wlio have long since withered 
in their tombs ? We may yet exult in the triumphs 
of Englishmen over Mussulman, Mahrattu, or 
Pindaree ; but neither Mill, nor Elphinstone, nor 
any one 'else, has hitherto succeeded in eficiting 
our interest in the old wars between Mussulman 
kings and Hindoo liigahs,—in old religious dissen¬ 
sions between Sheahs and Sonneahs, Vaishnavas 
and Saivas,—or even in those seraglio stories of 
murder and sensuality which pervade oriental his¬ 
tory in evei'y direction. Yet the time has been 
when tlie amials of historians like Ferishta were 
the delight ftlike of people and of princes ; when 
every Mussidman throughout the land listened to 
the old annals of Ghazni and Delhi, of Bijapore, 
Golconda, or Berar, with an enthusiasm only to 
be surpassed by tliat with which tlie Jew listens 
to the chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
and to the inspired traditions of Jerusalem and 
Samaria. Even the very names of places and of 
men, names which are a positive torture to Eng¬ 
lish eyes and ears, would awaken his feelings and 
sympathies,'in the same way that the hearts of the 
old Scottish cavaliers warmed at the names of 
Dundee, Montrofe, or KiUiecrankie. 

We believe that this evil would be remedied if an 
historian possessed larger ^sympathies as well .as 
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a larger pcrsoiul acquaintance tvitli tbc country 
and the people; if he appealed to the ofletitiona 
as well fc to {he judgment; if fli a word he not 
only familkriaed himself with those differences 
which are the result of a peculiar history and a 
peculiar culture, but also with all tlioge complex 
rlesires and passions, in which all men can sympa- 
tliize because they are common to all the great 
family of mankind. 

The story which we are abo\it to relate is one 
wliicli ought to largely excite the iutes-cst of our 
readers. The year 1715, the very year that the 
Highlanders and the Pretender rose against king 
fteorge, the two ISnglish factors, together with 
the Surgeon and the Armenian, set out from Cal¬ 
cutta to Delhi. The character of the honesh 
Factors is reflected in every page of their dispatch¬ 
es. They displayed none of tlm culightened curio¬ 
sity of a Clavijo at the court of Tiinour, or of a 
Benner at the court of Aurungzebe; but they 
were shrewd practical business men; and they 
went out like members of a Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, eager to obtain certain privileges, which 
would not only redound to the advantage of then- 
honourable employers, but to their own credit and 
rcpulatiou. In Calcutta titay desired some protoc- 
tion against the oppressions of the Nabob of Ben¬ 
gal, and permission to purchase moi-e villages. In 
Madras they desire to recover the out villagea, which 
had been granted in former years, but which had 
Ijeen siiu-c resumed by the Nabob of Arcot. In 
Surat they wanted to pay a fixed yearly rent in 
view of the customs levied by the Mog\d gover- 
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nor. A few other similar privileges they desired 
to obtVun, which were of considerable importance 
in those days, bift which would excife ncrtnterest 
now. In a word they went, not as political envoys, 
but as petitioners. Neither one of them had ever 
been to Delhi before, but still they were not without 
Indian experiences. They had formed an exalted 
idea of the wealth and power of the Great Mogul; 
and they knew something of the character of the 
Omrahs or nobles at the Court of Delhi. Jaf- 
lier Khan, the Nabob of Bengal, was hinsself a 
good type of an Omrah ; a man who rose from 
nothing, by that happy mixture of intrigue and au¬ 
dacity, which is peculiar to the Asiatic. Originally 
he had been a mere Tartar adventurer, who had 
vapidly risen in the amy during the wars in the 
-Dekkan, and had subsequently been appointed 
Dewan, or comptroller of iinance, in Bengal. At 
that time, riince Azim, the grand son of Aurung- 
zebe, was Nabob or Subah of Bengal; and 
when the sovereign died, Azim and his three 
brothers plunged into a war for the imperial 
throne. Azim was slain, and daffier seized the 
happy moment for appointing himself to the Na- 
bobship ; and this post he managed to retain un¬ 
til it was not thought warth while to remove him. 
Towards the English .lafficr had acted the part 
of a petty t^ant. He had insisted upon searching 
their goods which were sent ujF country, and in 
levying exactions in that arbitraiy manner which 
is especially offensive to Englishmen. This was 
one of the grievances for which Mr. Surman and 
Mr. Stephenson now hoped to obtain redress ; 
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and it was tlierefore expected that the influence of 
Jafiier Khan^would be exercised to the utiftost to 
impede the success of the missiorf at Delhi. 

But to return to the narrative of the mission. 
For some reason not explained, the hottest part of 
the year had been chosen for the journey. The 
envoys left Ciilcutta in April 1715, and reach¬ 
ed Delhi on the 7th of .July, after a three months 
journey. The report that they were carrying a 
large present to the (Ireat Mogul, secured them au 
escort’ from the Governors of the different pro¬ 
vinces through which they passed ; and they even 
travelled through the district of tlie .Tauts, who at 
that time were regarded as the most dangerous of 
robbers, without meeting with any serious mis¬ 
chance. The day after they reached Delhi, they dis’- 
patched a letter to Mr. lledgos, the Governor of 
Calcutta, from which wc make the following extract. 

“ We pa-ssod the country of the Jauts with snocoss, 
not meeting with much trouble, except that once iu 
the night rogues came on our Camp, but being repuls¬ 
ed three times they loft us. We arrived at Phwor- 
dabad the 3rd instant (.luly), where we were met by 
Padre Steplranus, bringing two secrp,a\vs. wdiioh were 
received with the usual ceremony by .lohn Surman 
and Cojee Serhaud. The 4th we arrived at Baora- 
poola, three coss from the city, sending the Padre be¬ 
fore to prepare our reception, that it jioasible, we 
might visit tlie king tiio first day, even hefore we 
went to the house which was got for us. Accordingly 
the 7th in the mormng we made onr entry with very 
good order ; there being sent a Munsubdar of two 
thousand Munsub, with about 200 fiorsc and peons, to 
meet us ; bringing likewise two elephants and flags. 
About the middle of the city, we were met by the 
Seiad Sallabut Khan lithadnr, and wore by him coii- 
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ducted to the jmlaoe, where we waited till about 12 
o’clock^till the kiog came out. Before which time we 
met with Khan ilowran Bahadur, who received us 
very civilly, assuring «s of his protection and good 
services. We prepared for our first present, viz. 1001 
geld Mohurs, the teble clock sot with precious stones, 
the unicorn’s horn, the gold escritore bought from 
Zoudec Khan, the largo piece of ambergreese, the 
astoa and chclnmgie Manilla work, and the map of the 
world. These, with the Honorable the Governor’s 
letter, were preeonte<l, every one holding something in 
his Iiaud as usual John Barman received a vest and 
Oulgee set with precious stones ; and Serhaui^a vest 
and Ganger set with precious stones hkewise, amid the 
great ))omx> and state of the kinra of Hinduostan. We 
were very well received ; and on onr arrival at our 
house, wo were entertained by Seiad Sallabut Khan with 
dinner sufficient both for us and our peoide. In the even- 
yig he visited us again and stiiyed about 2 hours. The 
great favour Klian Dowran is in with the King gives 
iis boras of success in this undertaking. Jle assures 
us of his i>rotection, and says the King has promised 
us very great favours. We have received orders first 
to visit Khan Dowran os our patron ; after which wo 
shall be ordered to visit tlie Grand Vizier and other 
Omivihs. We would have avoided this, if wo could, 
fearing to disoblige the Vizier ; but finding it not 
feasable, rather than disoblige one who has been so 
serviceable, and by whose means wo expect to obtain 
our desires, we comi>ly with it.” 

On the seventeentli of the same mouth, Mr. 
.lohn Surman dispatched another letter to (Jo- 
vc.nior Hedges, from which we make an extract 
showing the farther proceedings#of the mission. 

“ Wo have lately sent to your Honor the good news 
ot onr safe arrival here, the visit of the King, and the 
civil treatment we met with, all which will without 
doubt Iw very welcome news. Wo have since visited 
several Omrabs, as the Vizier fAbdiilla Khan) and 
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Khau Dowran, and Tuckmb Khan ; wlierc w© wore 
received with all the rt epect that could be expected, 
and gives ine*8ome ho])es that ail will end well; but 
what ^ves me the most encouragement (for I am well 
acquainted these nobles, as long as they are exT>ectipg 
to get any thing are always complaisant) is that the 
inethods we are at present taking is consistent and 
with the advice and counsel of Zowdoe Khan. We 
visited that gentleinan the 11th current, and met with 
the same treatment he has always given to English¬ 
men, w'iMi the highest acknowledgments of the favours 
ho 1^8 received from them, that as yet he had never 
been ahlc to retaliate any of them, but hoped lie had 
now an opportunity of doing soninthing. He pressing- 
ly advised us to do nothing without the advice, coun¬ 
sel, and order of Khan Dowran (and the main instru¬ 
ment of our aihurs) Seiad Sallabut Khan; that the turn 
of affairs at the Durbar obliged us to it. This, whicli 
he told TM by word '^f mouth, he wrote me when I sent 
your Honors letter to him. Wo are convinced.he 
advises like a friend, and we are intent on the method, 
but at the same time very cautions, 4iow we any ways 
disoblige the Vizier; we being very sure that ^wdee 
Khan was very intimate there, sent and advised him 
when wc intended to visit, that ho would use his 
interest for our better reception, intending to manage 
the Durbar by his moans. He assured us that wc 
might be satisfied as to the important Durbar. The 
good prospect we have of our affairs makes Cojoe Ser- 
lu^ud very good humoured, and at present tractable, 
in hopes ne shall obtain his promised reward and con¬ 
sider^ that every tiling is come to its crisis. 1 take 
particular care ^t he remains §o, and as much as 
]>OBaible persuade every one with mo to do the like ; 
which I roar gaiD% me but little g<M>d will. But as 
passion must now l>e curbed, except we expect to be 
lax^hed at, we must be very circwmspect m our ac¬ 
tions and counsels.’* 

Thr« days afterwards Mr. Surmaii and Mr. 
Stephenson dispatched another letter to. Governor 
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Hedges, complaining of tiie invalidity of their let¬ 
ters of credit, and the difficulty they had in ob¬ 
taining money, which they felt to be the main¬ 
spring of their negociations. Hut before follow¬ 
ing the course of their proceedings, it may be as 
well to glance at the contemporary state of the 
court at Delhi. 

The Moguls were Mussulmans, but they were 
altogether a different race from the first Mahomme- 
dan conquerors of Asia. They w-ere Tartars, whilst 
their predecessors veere A rabs or Afghans. During 
the Afghan period the Mussulmans had establish¬ 
ed several large and independent kingdoms both in 
Hindnstau and the Dekkan. Dtu-ing the Mogul 
period, these independent kingdoms were brought 
under the supremacy of one sovereign-r-the great 
Mogul who reigned at Delhi. The Afghan supre¬ 
macy dates back- to the time of William the con¬ 
queror. The Mogul period only coimncneed in the 
sixteenth century, about the time of Henry VIII. 
It reached its zenith in the reign of Aurungzebe, 
who eonqiiercd the last Afghan dynasties in the 
Dekkan, and who died in] 707,after having flourish¬ 
ed from the time of Oliver Cromwell to that of 
Queen Anne. But at the very moment when the 
power of Annmgzebe seemed to extend from the 
Himalayas to Comorin, a new enemy had arisen. 
The old Hindoo nationality flashed out in the Mah- 
rattas, and the Mahrattas resisted Aurungzebe until 
the day of his death. From that hour the Mogul 
empire w'as on the decline. It became a prey to 
disorders of every kind, to wars without Kid wars 
within. It was threatened 1/^ the Sikhs on one side. 
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and by the Mahrattas on the other. Meantime 
the country was desolated by internal struggles. 
No sooner hacl Aurungsebe dcjpardal this life than 
his sons plunged into a desperate coullict for the 
throne, which terminated in the death of all save 
his fortunate successor and survivor Shah .\ulnm. 
The latter died in 1712, and then another ooulliet 
arose between his sons, which likewise terminated 
in the death of all, save a drunken and depraved 
wretch named Jehandar Shah. The new sovereign 
was even too bad for llelhi. A sort of religious re¬ 
volution was got up by two Seiads, or descendants 
of the Prophet, who were brothers ; and after 
another desperate struggle Peroksere, a nephew of 
Jehandar Shah, was placed upon the throne. 

Peroksere was thus tho reigning sovereign when ■ 
the English mission arrived at Delhi. His gi-eat 
aim was to escape from the tliraldoin of the two 
Seiads, through whom he had obtained the empire. 
These two Seiad^had been amply rewarded. Their 
names were Abdulla and Hussein. Abdulla was 
made Vizier, and Hussein was made Hukshi, or 
paymaster of the forces. AVe may add that the 
Omrahs of the Court were as ready as their royal 
master to procure the ruin of tlie two Seiads. 
Amongst these must be especially mentioned a 
particular favourite of the king, named Emir Juiu- 
la. But as we shall see, all their inacliinations anil 
•intrigues were defeated by the energy and genius 
of Hussein. 

It will have been seen by the extracts already 
made from the despatches, that the great friend of 
the English at the coujt was an Omrah named 
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Zowdec Klian, the same who had carried on mi 
amicihle correspondence with Mr. Pitt, the fonncv 
Governor of Mtidras. By Ids advfce, the envoys 
endeavoured to obtain tlic favour both of Ab¬ 
dulla, the Yizier, and of a powerful nobleman 
named Klian Dowran. But Klian Dowrau was a 
strong supporter of Emir Juinla, and a great 
enemy of the Vizier. This circumstance, and 
others which will bn presently noticed, served to 
riclay the negoeiation of the English envoys for a 
very considerable period. 

The intrigues against the two Sciads w'ere in 
full play at the moment of the arrival of the mis¬ 
sion at Delhi. Emir Juinla had made an eftbrt to 
separate the brothers, but without inflicting any 
. blow ujion their power. Hussein had been raised 
to the rank of Comniander-in-CIiicf, and sent to 
rednee Ajcet Sing, Rajah of Marwar;—a Rajpoot 
prince, who had rebelled during the recent trou¬ 
bles, and had likewise distingjjishcd himself by 
destroying Mussulman mosques and erecting 
Hindoo pagodas. The Court party however was 
not ashamed to intrigue with this worshqiper of 
idols. .Accordingly, private advices were sent to the 
Rajah, assuring him tliat the king Eerokscre would 
be infinitely obliged to him, if he would use his 
best exertions te resist llhssein. But this little 
plot provcrl a failure. Hussein triumphed over the 
Jtajuh, and the Rajah did not deem it expedient to‘ 
sacrifice himself for the good of the Court party. 
Terms were eoficluded between the two in a man¬ 
ner worthy of a passing notice. Notwithstanding 
the influence of caste pitjudices, it had been the 
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fashion throughoutr all the later eonflicts between 
Mussulman /md Hindoo, to cement every peace 
by a royal marriage ; that is, the defeated Rajah 
was persuaded, or constrained, to give one of his 
own blooming daughters as a bride to the Mussul¬ 
man sovereign. This custom was followed on the 
pi'esent occasion ; and the Rajah Aject Sing gave 
not only a lai'ge peiscush, but promised also to 
give his youthful daughter to the king Ferokscre. 
Hussein hurried back to Delhi with the welcome 
newa,*and was once again all powerful at court; 
and Emir Jumla was compelled to retire to Patna 
and undertake the Government of Rahar. Ferok- 
sere however .«till fretted under the domination of 
the Sciads, and meditated upon the best means of 
escaping from tlic constraint they imposed. At thiS 
juncture Hussein obtained the appointment of V'ice- 
roy of the Dekkau ; and about the same time the 
■English Factors reached Delhi and were admitted to 
an audience?. Three days afterwards liowever, they 
were astonished by the news that Feroksere had 
left Delhi; but the followdng extract from .1 letter 
which they addressed to Governor Harrison at 
Madras on 4th August, 1715, will sufficiently ex¬ 
plain the state of affairs. 

* ‘ Three flays after our arrival here, tlie king left the 
city, under ])rctouco of visiting a sacrerl place, about 6 
co«s from tlicnco. But the tnie reason (wo are of 
opinion) was to clear himself of a kind of conlmoiiiout, 
which he thought he siifl’erod wliilst in tlio Fort. After¬ 
wards on the.petition of his Omrahs to return to the 
city, the tiuio of the rains being improper for travcl- 
ling, he showed himself resolved to proceed either to 
Liauore or Ajmcer. Noi^ihcr could Ml the argumonis 
used avert his intended journey. This startled us, 
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and considering witli how great tronhle and risk we 
Jiad bnjaghfc the present thus far, and how to carry it 
on at this time of«,the y^ar, wo were something at a 
stand. At last we concluded to give the gross of our 
present in, notwithstanding the king w\as abroad. 
But in delivering some of the fine clocks, they were 
ordered to be returned and kq>t in good order till he 
came back to the city, he having now determined 
only to visit a sacrwl place abo\it 40 ooss from Delhi; 
after which ho would retuni. This.;Stopi)e(l our })r6- 
senting the rcTnainder of our goods, but we concluded 
that it was necessary to attend his Majesty in this 
tour. Wc now coiitiuuc in the camp, leaving Mr. 
Ktephonson and Mr. Philii>ft ho take care of what goods 
remain in the city ; and in case that the king should 
pi'()cood further, that they inay concert measures to 
l>riiig the goods after us. We are in this interval 
preparing petitions to be ilclivered to his Majesty, 
hoping \vc sliall do sometiving for our Honorable 
Mastci’s that has not been yet obtainetl. - / The pati*o- 
nago and nian.tgement of this negotiation is in the 
liauds of the gni'atest f.avoiirito at (jourt, Khan J>ow- 
r;in, and under him Hoiad Sallabut Kban. Withal, wer 
being no ways unnuiulfnl of an old friend Zowdee 
Khan, without whoso advice, we enter ujKin nothing. 
But ho being at prcKont in so low a station is not 
able to obtain the King's ear. However we are 
satifietl that in whatcvei* Tics in his power, he does and 
will assist us, but partiiculaily in tiic Vi7.ic!“’s Durbar. 

ITusseiu Ali Khan Bahadur Atneer'UhOmrah is late, 
ly gone into the Dekkan country, having the entire 
command of all that ])ai't of his kingdom. Your 
Hotiors have undoubtedly beard how great he has 
made himself oven to vie with the ooiumand of his 
imperial Majesty, as lately aj)i>earod in tlio disputes 
between himself ami Emir Junila whilst at Court, 
when he obliged his antagonist, coutraiy to the King’s 
desires, to rem{)ve from Court to Patna, whereby 
through the interest of Hussein, and hia own mis¬ 
management, he is qtiitc ruined. Wherefore we hum- 
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l»ly recomraeud a very good covi’epoudencc ■withHus- 
Bom. Otherwise, whatever we shall he able to do here 
will he of very little service before 

Another pleasant intngue awaited Hussein AH 
in the Dekkan. Ei)iir Juinla had been sent to 
Patna to undertake the Government of Bahav, at 
the time that Hussein had set out for the Dekkan. 
Before leaving Dellii, Hussein had assured the king, 
that if any mischief were aimed at his brother 
Abdulla, he would bo at Delhi within twenty days 
to av^gc him. But the blow was aimed not at 
Abdulla but at Hussein. Our old friend Davvood 
Khan had been appointed Governor of Giizerat ; 
and he was instruoted to j)iok a (pmrrel wdth 
Hussein n)ui cut him olf if possible. The further 
progress of aifairs is fully illustrated in the dis; 
patches. On the August, 1715, Messrs, 
tiuinam and Stephenson wrote as follows. 

“ We h.ave advices here that Hnssein Ali Khnu aud 
JJawofxl Khan arc? come to .a rapture in Barrauipore, 
BO that it is likely a battle will ensue, the latter having 
engaged many of tbo Dekkan country to his party. 
H is whispered at this Court that this is a de»ign laid 
to involve Hussein Ali Khan in trouble, and retrench 
his grandeur which of late lias not been very pleasing. 

** The king proceeding no fuither than i’aniput,* 
retunied to the city on the 15tli, but being a little dis¬ 
ordered in his health hrs not in.-ide any public appear¬ 
ance. So tliat we have not luuUan oii]K>rtunity to 


*.The shrine of a Mahommedan saint of groat re 
pute, and famous in history a.s tlie scene of two of the 
greatest battles over fought in ln<Va; viz. that w’hich 
overturned the Afghan dynasty and established the 
Mogul emiierorsin 1525; and that which nearly crush¬ 
ed the Manrattas in 17ti|. 
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deliver the remaining part of our present, or commence 
our negotiation, which uhall be dune by the lsti>roxm/’ 

On the Gth of October, the envoys wrote to Go- 
vcnior Hedges as follows. 

“We designed to have presented onr petition on 
the first good opportunity ; but his Majesty’s iudispo 
sition continuing, and Mr. i fainilton having undertaken 
to cure him, it has been thought advisable by onr 
friends, as v^ell as l)y ourselves, to defer delivering it 
til! such time as it shall please (lod that his Majesty 
in some measure returns to his former state of health. 
Which jidvice, we intend to follow, considering that, 
whilst he is in so much i>ain, it can be but a very in- 
<Uffcrent opportunity to beg favours of him. The 
first distemper the Doctor took him in hand for, was 
swellings in his groin, which ilianks bo to God he is 
in a fair way of curing ; but within these few days 
last p.ist lie has been taken with a violent pain, which 
iN likely to conic to a fistula; it hinders his Majesty 
from coming out, so naturall^^uts a stop to all man- 
n(5r of business, wherefore must Ixavc patience perforce. 

“ Your Honors will have heard of the death of Da- 
wood Khan in the Dekkau, slain in a battle witli 
Hussein Ali. (This was a desperate conflict, in 
which a matchlock 1>all sti’uck Dawood at tho 
inomcut when vict(.>ry liad dechii'cd on his side.) 
This lias given a great deal of uneasiness to this 
court, it being quite otherwise laid by the king 
and his favourites ; and that which was designed for 
Hussein Ali’s ruin, has proved a gi'eat addition to 
his former glories. TJio king at first seemed to resent 
it to his brother Abdulla, who not taking it so 
patiently, os be ex|>ccted, he has altered his resolution 
to sending Hussein AU Khan a Scerpaw and other 
marks of favour. We have adviseil in our letters to 
the Governor and founcilof Madras to have particular 
ri'gaivl to tho friendships of that great Omrah } other¬ 
wise wliatcvor wo shall be able to do hare for that 
coast will 1)0 of little service, unless backed with his 
favour.” * 
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Tlio dispatches arc here silent upon n ]K>iut of 
considerable interest. The king laboured under a 
discAi.se, which was not only paiidul in itself, but 
whicli prevented him from completing his marriage 
with the daugliter of the defeated llajah. After 
some months Dr. Hamilton succeeded in curing 
him ; and according to the popular story the gi'a- 
titiulc of the sovereign was unbounded. Derok- 
sere is said to have promised to grant any favour 
which Dr. Hamilton chose to ask; and we are 
told that the generous surgeon requested no re¬ 
wards for himself, but simply asked that the rc- 
(juisitions of the Company might be complied 
with. The king it is added, immediately granted 
this favour, aiul also directed that all the fees of 
office should bo remitted. Ko such story howevcR 
appears in the dispntriies; nor indeed is it likely 
that the envoys would have given prominence to 
a fact, which was calculated to deprive them of all 
the personal credit which would othenvisc have 
accrued from their successful negociations. The 
following extract of a letter to Governor Hedges, 
dated 7th December, 1715, contains all they had 
to say upon the matter. 

“We write your Honors the w'cleome nows of the 
Kings recovery. As a clear demonstration to the 
worm, he washed himself the 23nl ultimo, and accord¬ 
ingly received the congratulations t)f the whole court. 
As a reward for Mr. Hamilton’s core and success, the 
King was pleased on the .30th to give him in prdilic viz. 
a vest, a eulgoe set with precious stones, two diamond 
rings, an Elephant, horse, and 5000 rupees ; hcsidcs 
ordering at the same time all his small instruments to 
be made in gold, with gold buttons for his coat and 
waist coat, and brushes set with jewels. '1710 same 
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day Cojoe Serhaiid received an Elephant and vest as 
IV rewavd for his attendance on this occasion. 

** Wc have esteeined this as a particidar happiness, 
and ho}ie it will prove ominous to the success of our 
affairs, it being tne only thing that detained ushither> 
to from delivering our general ))etition. So pursuant 
to the orders wo received from Khan Dowran, the 
King’s recovery was succeeded by the giving in the 
remainder of our present (reserving a small part only 
till the ceremony of his marriage should oe over); 
and then delivered our petition to Khan Dowran, by 
Ins means to be introduced to his Majesty. Seiad 
Sallabat Khan, who has all along managed our affairs 
under Khan Dowran, being at that instant and 
some time before much indisposed, we were obliged 
to carry it ourselves ; not without taking care to have 
his recommendation annexed. tSince the delivery 
Cojoe Serbaud has been frequeni^y with Khan 
Dowran, to remind him of introducing it to his Ma¬ 
jesty; hut has always been iufonneil, no business 
can go foiward till the soli^uization of the king’s 
wod<ung is over, w’heu he has itromised a B|»eedy dis¬ 
patch. All oHiccs have been shut up for some days, 
and all business in the kingdom must naturally sub¬ 
side to tills a}>proaehiug cei'emony, so that we cannot 
repine at the delay. 

“I'hc Rajiioots are likely to receive grekt honor by 
this wedding ; the king having consented to ail tlieir 
desires in resiiect to the ceremonials ; and this evening 
goes on bis tlirone attended by his whole nobility on 
foot, to receive hia spouse. All the Eort and Street, 
through which he passes will l>e made resplendent witli 
innumerable lighta; and in fine all will appear as 
glorious as the riches of Ilindoostan and. two months 
indefatigable labour can provide.” 

We are surprised that we canuof find in the 
disjiatcUes any farther notice of this celebrated 
marriage. According to Mussulman historians, the 
festivities on the part of thi^ bride were conducted 
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by Hussein Ali, and " the marriage was performed 
with a splendour and magnificence till theli un¬ 
seen among flie sovereigns of Hindustan. Slany 
pompous insignia were added to the royal train 
upon this occasion. Tlie illuminations rivalled 
the planets, and seemed to upbraid the faint lustre 
of the stars. High and low shared the festivity, 
and joy thrilled through the veins of all. The 
Emperor Eeroksere came to the palace of Hussein 
Ali, where the ceremony was performed ; after 
whiehr he carried the princess in the highest splen¬ 
dour of imperial pomp to the citadel, amid tlie re- 
soundings of musical instrument and acclamations 
of the metropolis.* 

It was now to be expected that the cure of the 
king by Dr. Hamilton, would have led to a speedji 
consideration of the petition; but no such good 
fortune happened to the embassy. The king’s 
marriage, and the general dilatoriness which pre¬ 
vailed,—every Omrah at the Court behig far too 
much occupied in plotting and intriguing to pay 
any attention to the petition of the Feriughees,—led 
to a delay which threatened sometimes to imperil 
the success of the mission. Un the 8th January, 
1716, the envoys wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows. 

“ As to the course of our ncaotiation.s, wc can give 
but a very slender account of their progress; fur al- 
tboiigb our affairs are fallen into the patronage of one 
of the most able men in this court to dispatch them, iff 
ha pleases, yet his dilatory methodnof proceeding are 
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for jiresonfc. Our petition is returiiocJ, after having 
passed the cxaniinatioii of tiic books ; the next that 
follows will bo the King’s simiitig ; after which wo 
shall take care to give your honors a particular ac¬ 
count of it. 

Wc have lately boon surprized with the King’s 
of departing from toiB place, but Go<l be 
thanked he is delayed for some days at least. Wo 
shall make the licst use we can of the delay, if possible 
to effect our busmoss before his departure, but wliich 
wo cannot rely on, 

“ Two nights ago Emir Jumla arrivcil in this place 
from Kahar, attended by about 8 or 10 horsemen, 
mucKto the siuri)rizo of tiiia city ; for it is but at best 
supposed that he hjis made an clo^wmcnt from his own 
camp for fear of his sohlicrs who mutinied for pa}". 
The particulars of all whicli we are not yet aci|uaintcd 
with, nor what reception he is like to meet with from 
his Majesty.” 

Oil the 10th March, l7lf), Messrs. Surman and 
Stephenson again wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows. 

Your Honors will doubtless have heard by flying 
roi>orbi the troubles that have i>os8esscd this place 
for the p.ast mouth, occasioned by the coming of Emir 
dumla and all bis forces, as it is said witliout the 
king's order. All the Tartars mutinously joined to 
demand thmr pay, which they gave out they would 
force either from the Vizier or Khan Dowran. This 
was ceitainly the grounds of gathering foixios on all 
sides, the Vizier himself having not less than 20,000 
horse ; all which' continually filled the streets and at- 
tended him when he went to the king. Khan'Dowi^ 
and tire rest of the Omrahs, with their forces and all 
the kings Tope Conna, kept guard round the Fort for 
about 20 days. ..The Vizier was obstinately bent not 
to pay the Tartars any thing, without very particular 
examinations and accounts to bo made up for the p]un> 
doring the town of Tatna ; jvhich conditions the Tar- 
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tai-s did iioi think to comply witli till such time as 
they fomid the Vizier was not to be bullied ; when 
they sceiricd to be willing to come to a composition, 
which was cffoctcd by breaking their party, and the 
king’s orders for Emir Jnmla’s procedure for Lahore. 
The king ordered Chicklis* Khan to go and see Emir 
dumla out of the city; divesting him of all his posts at 
Court, as also of his Munsul, Jageers, &c, witli his 
glorious additional titles, which are ordei'cd for the 
futore never to be used. It the general observation of 

this city, tliat this has only been a scheme laid if ixtssiblc 
to entrap the Vizier, and take away his life; but he has 
been so continually on his guard, that notliiug could 
be effected. So once more all is calmed, much to lu's 
(tho Vizier’s) Honors, and the entire disgrace of all 
Tartars in general ; they being almost all turned out of 
service, a few great ones excepted. Emir Jumla is 
now 2(^0088 off this ])lacc in his way to Laliorc, at 
present without any Munsul or post. But it is rejiort- 
od he will enjoy &e fonner by the king’s favour. , 
These troubles occasioned tho nhutting ui) all the 
ChitchoiTics for this month, so that no biisinoBS could 
possibly go on ; in which ours met the same fate, with 
the rest, being just in tlie same state as a month ago. 
Khan Howran very frequently promises tliat lie will 
make an end with all possible expedient; but he is 
such a slrange dilatory man, and with^ inaeces- 
sible, that we have ocezntion to summon the ut¬ 
most of our ])aticnce. There is no help for it, for 
with all this dilatorluess, ho is the only reigning man 
in tho lung’s Durbar, so Uiat w'c hope he will at last 
consider and for his own honor see us handsomely des¬ 
patched with all full grant rdl our iietitions. 

“ Tho great reliol (looroe (Bandu tUc Seikh) who has 
been for those 20 years so troublesome in the Sul>ah- 
shii> of Lahoixi, is at length taken with all his family 
and attendance by the Subah of that province. Some 


* This man afterwards became famous as Subah of 
tho Dekkau, under tho ua^c of ** Nizaia*ool*Mull^.” 
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daya ago they entered the city laden with fetters, his 
whole,attendants which were left alive being about 
780, all severally mounted on Camela, which were 
sent out of the city for that purpose, besides about 
2000 heads stuck upon ]ioles, being those who died by 
the sword in battle. Ho was carried into the presence 
of the king, and from thence to a close prison. He 
at present has his life prolonged with most of his 
Mutsuddies, in ho{>cs to get an account of his treasure 
in the several parts of his kingdom, and of those that 
assisted him, when afterwards he be executed for 
the rest. There arc 100 each day beheaded. It is 
not a little remarkable with what patience |;hey un¬ 
dergo their fate, and to the last it lias not been 
found that one has apostatised from the new formed 
religion.”* 

It is scarcely possible to conceive of a^inore 
wretched state of affairs than that depicted in the 
foregoing extracts. The leading events are al¬ 
ready known to the historical student; but these 
notices, written on the spot by Englishmen w’ho 
were probably eye witnesses of many of the 
scenes they deseribe, seem to bring the events 
more clearly to our eyes. The revolt of a Tartar 
army in the streets of Delhi is bad enough; but 
that terrible procession of 780 Sikh prisoners, 
with two thousand bleeding heads elevated on 
poles, is something too terrible to contemplate. 
I'Ve may add that the whole 780 were subse¬ 
quently beliead'cd on . seven successive days. 
We learn from Elphinstone that Bandu the chief 
was reserved for greater cruelties. “ He was 

* This religion'was a sort of compound of Hindoqism 
and Mahommedanism, in which the leading doctrines 
of both were reconciled by a strange kind of com¬ 
promise. 
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exhibited in an iron cage, clad in a robe of 
cloth of gold, and a scarlet turban; an execotioner 
stood behind’him with a drawn, sword; around 
him were the heads of his followers on pikes, and 
eren a dead cat was stuck on a similar weapon 
to indicate the extirpation of everything belonging 
to him. He was then given a dagger, and ordered 
to stab his infant son ; and on his refusing, the 
child was butchered before his eyes, and its heart 
thrown in his face. He was at last tom to pieces 
witli hot pincers, and died with unshaken con¬ 
stancy, glorying in having been raised up by God 
to be a scourge to the iniquities and oppressions 
of the age.” 

Hut to proceed with the story of the English 
mission. The foUewing extract from a lettef 
dated 2lst March 1716, is a singidar description 
of the procrastination which generally pervaded 
the court of the Mogul. 

“ We have frequently complained to your Uouors 
of the strange dilatorincss of our patron Khan Dowran. 
He is never known to sit out in imhlic, and return 
answers to any manner of business ; so that what can 
be said to him in the way from his apartment to his 
palankeen, is all that can be got; which is so very 
little for a man of a great business, that many days 
jMiss before an opj)ortunity can be had even for the least 
answer; and that Ins own servant, Beiad Balabnt 
Khan, who has the management of our affairs under 
him, and is as intimate as any one with him, can do as 
little that way as other pcojilo. Wherefore the main 
jiart of all our business has been wnaniwed by notes. 
This has been a great occasion of the dilatonness of 
our affairs ; all which we wore obliged to bear with 
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abundance of patience ; still having very fair promises 
tiiat ou]f bnSlikesu should be done ^ ^our satisfactioiu 
Nay Khan Dowran himself, very often bgtl*- by word 
of mouth, and in sdi'eral notes, promised to do it. A 
few days ago when Serhaud went to pay his res})ect3 
as usual to KhanDowrau, and put him in mind of our 
]>ctitiou, ho was very sun)rizingly asked wliat peti¬ 
tion ? “ Have not 1 done all your business To >^ch 
Oojee Serhaud answered ; but the time and place not 
allowing of a further explanation, he got into his ))a- 
laiikcon an<l went away. This strange forgetfulness 
niade us in very pathetic terms enc^uirc ot Salabut 
Khan, wliat we might expect after so many promises 
of Iiaviiig our business effected to our satisfattioii, 
when we bad so long and patiently waited, and been 
at so great an cxi>cncn, to he thus answered was very 
surprizing, and what we did not nor could not exi^ect 
in the least. We were answered that daily exi>ericncc 
might convince us oftliestrange carriages and forgetful- 
nr^Hs of that great man. Still bidding us not to dosiK)ud, 
but that every thing would go very well after so maiiy 
fair promises as wo Iwforc had rocoived. This gave 
us but sm.'dl satisfaction, and the rather made xis the 
more inquisitive, which gave ns this further light, 
x-iz. that Khan Dowran hivd been advise<l by his 
own Mutsuddies that it was not his busincMis to 
|>ersiiadc the king to sign our petition, but that 
it was hotter to get the Vizier to advise the king 
what things were proper to bo granted us. We 
were in hope that in ease we would liave got those 
]>ctitiuns granted us by the means of Khan Dowran, 
that afterwai’cls the Vizier would not gainsay it, as at 
least by a little bribery it might have passed. Thoro 
lias boon several endeavours made to get an f)pportuni- 
ty to speak with Khan Dowran so as to convince him; 
Imt more has been procurable. Wo fear the petition 
in this interim may 1 >q gone in, and will come out 
signed by the Viziet as before mentioned. 

Vcstewlay the King contrary to the advice of the 
Vizier, and purely on his own will, w’ent out a hunt- 
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tng ; and all tlic Omrahs to their tents. The phacc at 
present mentioned is aboutlScoss olT; hut Ood 
knows what may lie tlie designs of it, or where ho M'ill 
niareh to. This obliges ns to follow him to-monow 
or next day, leaving Mr. Edward Stoiihenson andPhih|)s 
behind to take care of the Honorable Com^iany’s 
effects here. iShonld the petition come out signed ns 
.aljove montioncfl, we shall be obliged to make a new 
mldrcss to the Vizier ; which will not only protract 
this negotiation, but must lay us open to a deniid, .and 
at the best very cxiionsivo. We shall advise yoiir 
Honors as soon as we have any hopes of success (which 
(led s^nd) or what we shall be obliged to recede from,’* 

Tt would be uscluss to iii<|uirc into the Tarious 
motives which induced Khan Downm to hand the 
English embassy over to the Vizier Abdullah. 
Sometimes it was supposed that the bribes to the 
subordinate officers bad been insnfficicnl ; some¬ 
times that Khan Dowran was desirous of escaping 
from the responsibility of advising the king. One 
rumour reached the cars of the English envoys, 
and seems to have been more likely a cjiusc than 
any of the others. It was said that the mysteri¬ 
ous disease with which the king had been attacked 
the preceding year, had again made its iippcaranec, 
and threatened to become annual ; and that the 
king Imil given private orders that the business of 
the embassy should lie delayed, in order that he 
migl^retain the services of Dr. Hamilton. Mcan- 
tirae the results were most unfortunate to the em¬ 
bassy. Mr. Surman and Mr. Stephenson, strong¬ 
ly objected to being handed over to the Vizier as 
the “ cast-off favourites’* of Khan Dowran. At 
this moment an incident occurred, which so plainly 
illustrates the disordeyly state of the court, that we 
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extract tlic account from one of the 'dispatches, 
dated'30tli April, 1710. 

XA'liilst tlio Emg was encamped 14 cosa from Delhi 
in order to hunt, tnoro haiijienod a quarrel hetwoen 
the people of Khan Dowran and Mahaimul Amilkhan 
as they came from the l>url)ar; which, after their 
masters got into their tents, ended in a downright 
light, herein they fired with small arms, hoins and 
great gnus for ahout 2 hours, notwithstanding the 
king’s rci) 0 ated command to forlmar, yet was it at 
last made njr afl(T .ahont 100 men were killed and 
wounded. The king was highly dis]>Icascd W'ith the 
liberty they took, and resented it to hot], of them, 
lint the miinsal of .all the actors took the trumiKt 
from his favourite; who was not admitted to his 
presence for three days, and thrc.atened much more, 
isut at present all is m.ade up and his Majesty again 
rcconciieil to them.” 

The story of the delays which followed in ac¬ 
complishing the business of the embassy, would 
he somewhat ainnsiiig were it not also intermina¬ 
ble. Khan Ilowraii was at last indulged to stir him¬ 
self ; but again the envoys wore disappointed, for 
their petition was only in part granted, and then 
was only signed by the Dewan. At length the news 
reached the Court that the English at liombay in¬ 
tended to withdraw from Surat altogether, in con- 
serpience of the oppressions of the Mogul Oovernor 
of the district; and fears were entertain^ that 
the English fleet rvould immediately appear iu 
those seas, and retaliate upon the Mogul ships, as 
it had done on a previous occasion. This intelli¬ 
gence appears to’have had an extraordinary effect. 
The Vi/.icr Abdulla, began to take an active in¬ 
terest in the petition ; and, accordingly he is men- 
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tioiiwl in tlic (lispatcli(’9 as the good Vizier.” 
All the forms of a royal firiiiaun were gone, tlwrojigli 
as rapidly as could expected. .Th(‘ petition was 
signed without any further demur, by the Vizier, 
and linally by the king Ktjroksere. Ibit when tlic 
royal firmauu was an accomplished fact, and ilie en¬ 
voys prayed to lx; })ermitted to r(;turn to CaUaitta, 
anolher dilliculty arogc. In c()nsc(|nencc apparent¬ 
ly of auotlun* \maccountablc exhibition of dilntori- 
ness on the part of I heir patron, Khan .Dowraii, 
they e»uld not obtain ]x',rtnission to leave Delhi. 
At length even tliis dilliculty was apparently siir- 
uiounicd, and the envoys were admitted to a fare¬ 
well audience with the king. Ibii the event is best 
tlescribed in a letter addressed by the envoys to 
(lovernur Hedges, dated 7lh Jiux', 1717. 

“ The 2'^r(l ultimo, .Tohn Siirman received from his 
Majesty an horse and (junger, as was pre-a|>jK>inted ; 
and the 30tli ult. we wore sent for by Ivlian Dowraii 
to receive our dispatches, w'liicli wcliad accordingly; a 
Boerpaw and culgcchei^ig given to tIolu» Surman, ami 
Boerpaws to Scrhaiid ami Klward Stejihouson, as like¬ 
wise to the rest of our oompanioim. Wc were ordered 
ti) ]»ass one by one to our i*l)Oisance ; then to yiovo 
from the Dewan. We did so. But when it oamc to 
Mr. Uauiilton'.s turn. Ijc w|^s told the king lia<l granted 
him a vest as a mark of his favour, but not for his dis- 
patcli. 8o ho was ordered up to his Htanding again. 
WhilsUm was j»erforining this thod^ing got up. W^e 
were liighly surpri/cd at this unexpecUsd motion, not 
having the least notice of it till that minute, either 
from our l*atron orany of authority; it being near 
a twelve month sineo M r. Hamilton liad been in priv^ate 
with tlic Majesty, and in all this time not the least 
notice taken. Wo wore very much coucorued at his 
detainment, ami the more l>ecauso wc were assured of 
34 
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his firm aversion to accepting tho service, even with 
all its ftharms of vast jiay, lionour &c .; that if tiie king 
ilid detain him by force, if he outlived <the trouble of 
hiH esteeming impnsonment, ho might lio endeavour* 
iug at an escape, which every way had its ill oonse* 
i|nences. To free our Honorable Masters from any 
damages that might accrue to them from the pas* 
sinuate temjior of tho king, our {intrun Khan Dowrau 
was applied to for leave, twice or thrice ; but ho j>osi* 
lively denic<l to s|>oak or eveir have a hand in this 
business, till our friend Seiad Sallabut Khan hod an 
c>]>portuuity to lay the case open to him, when ho 
ordei'od ns to s]>eak to the Vizier, and if by any,me(ins 
we could gain liim to intercede that he would back it; 
nay if tho Vizier refused, he would make one effort 
for tlic doctor liimself. Nay Sallabut Khan promised 
to convince tlic king himself in case of any delay, pur- 
mumt to our patron^ directions. We mode a visit to 
the Vizier the (>th instant, and laid the ease 0 |)cn to 
him in a ]>etition from Mr. Hamilton, of how little 
service ho coidd be without any physic, language or 
<!xporIence in the country medicines, or theii* names ; 
)>CKidcs which the heart breaking distractions of 
being parted for ever from his wife and chil¬ 
dren wotUd 1)0 insupportable and entirely take 
away his qualifications for tho king’s service; 
that under the favour of his Majesty’s clemency,* 
w ith the utmost submission, he desired that he might 
have^Ieavc to depart witli us. From ourselves wo in* 
fornietl the Vizier that we ^ould have esteemed this 
a very great honour, but nndiug the Doctor under 
these troubles not to be ))er8uadea, wo w^ere obligtal 
to lay the case before his Majesty, and we, hum* 
bly aesired ho would use his intercessions to the king, 
that his Majesty might he prevailed iqKui to des]>atch 
him. 'I’he good Vizier I’cadily offeml to use his utmost 
endeavours ; and since the case was so, tho business 
was to gain the Doctor’s disjiatcb without disidcasing 
the King ; and he ordered a ]>etition to be drawn up 
to his Miijesty intho same form as that given to 
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hiitiRolf. Tt wiis sent him and the Vizier was as 
good as his word ; writing a very pathetic address 
to bi.'^ Majes!^, enforcing Mr. lijmiitou’s retOsoiis, 
und .hacking them witli his own oj)iuion» that it 
was 1)etter to let him go. The King returned 
.in answer which came out the Gth as follows ; since 
he is privy to my disease, and perfectly under¬ 
stand his business, 1 would very fain liave kept him, 
and given him wliatsoever he should have asked, lint 
seeing ho cannot be b«mght on .any terms to be con¬ 
tent I agree to it; and on condition that after he has 
gone to Kuiope and procured such Medicines as aro 
not to Ve got here and seen his avife and children, ho 
return to visit the court once more, let him go. AVe 
hope in Uod the troublsomo business is now blown 
over.” 

Such then is the history of this curious embassy. 
Vie leave our readers to moralize upon the contrast,, 
of those days with the present; and merely conclude 
onr narrative, by dismissing the dramatis ])erson!c. 
Dr. Hamilton died of a putrid fever soon after his 
return to Bengal; and a curious anecdote respecting 
his memory was told to Jonathan Scott, tlic trans¬ 
lator of Ferishta,by the celebratedWarrenHastings. 
'J’he emperor Feroksere was not satisfied with the 
account of Hamilton’s death, which he received 
from the Governor and Council at Calcutta. Ac¬ 
cordingly he sent an Officer of rank to Calcutta to 
examine the troth from the Natives, whose solemn 
testimony and tliat of the Europeans were carried 
to the emperor. This circumstance was afterwards 
engraved on the tombstone of the deceased sur¬ 
geon. The other English envoys Returned in safety 
to Calcutta, and we trosl “ lived happy ever 
afterwards.” The end of the principal actors 
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ill the Mogul court fonns a part of the tragical 
history of the times. Three years after the visit 
of the English embassy, Feroksere was srrtldcnly 
placed under confinement by the two Seiad 
brothers, Abdulla and Hussein ; but the story of 
his death belongs to a future chapter. During the 
succeeding reign Hussein was assassinated by the 
connivance of the thou sovereign; and shortly 
afterwards Abdulla was also thrown into hopeless 
captivity, and his life is said to have been only 
spared out of respect for his descent from the 
propliet. Thus ends our story of the English 
embassy from Calcutta to Delhi a century and a 
half ago. 
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CIIAPTEE XXLX. 

UOVEBNOKSIIIV OF MB. JOSEPH COLLET. 

1717—18. 

Mr. Collet silccecded Mr. Ifarrisou as Gover¬ 
nor ofcMadras on the 8th of January 1717. His 
administration only lasted three years, for on the 
18th of January J 720, Mr. Collet retired in his 
turn, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis Hastings. 
'I’he annals of those three years, 1717-20 are marked 
by events, which arc well worthy of preservation,. 
'J'hc Unglisli at that time possessed a great many 
slaves, and accordingly two Charity Schools were 
ereeted for the children of those slaves. Then 
again the rcc(;ption and proclamation of the Fir- 
maiin, granted by the emperor Ferokserc to the Eng¬ 
lish envoys at Calcutta, was_evidently regarded as a 
most important affair ; and it is interesting to note 
the ceremonies and rejoicings which took place on 
the occiision. IVe have also a lively account of some 
serious and sharp fighting which look place re¬ 
specting the possession of the put-villages which 
had been guaranteed by the Firmaun ; together with 
notices of various incidents which serve to enlarge 
our picture of those primitive but stirring times. 

Before however we proiseed with the annals of 
Madras, it will be necessaiy to briefly explain the 
position of affairs in Bouthem India. Suda- 
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tulla Khan was still Nabob of Arcot; but Chceu 
Kulich Klian, better known as the Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
had been recdled>from the Bekkan, md the Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan, had been appointed in his 
room. Hussein Ali, as Subah of the Dekkan, 
thus exercised supreme authority over the whole 
of Southern India in the name of the Mogul em¬ 
peror reroksere. 

We shall now place our extracts before our 
renders in chronological order. The first refers to 
a curious case of forgery, one ho'^ever which ap¬ 
pears to be more common in our own times than 
in the generation which has just passed away. 

“ Thursday, 4th April, 1717. The President 
acquaints tlie Board that on Monday in the after- 
.(toon. Captain John Powney having made a com¬ 
plaint to him of Mr. John Bicliardsos, writer in 
the Honorable Company’s Service, for counterfeit¬ 
ing his hand, by drawing out a false invoice of 
goods ; pretending to have sent them by the said 
John Powney on Ship “ Britannia” to Siam; writ¬ 
ing a receipt on the bqttom of said invoice, and 
counterfeiting Captain Powney's name thereunto. 
That he, the President, had upon the said John 
Ilicharilson’s acknowledging of the fact, closely 
confined him to his room. The said invoice, with 
another note, whfreunto Bichardson forged Mr. 
Benjamin Walker’s hand, being given to Soon- 
drum, a Couacapily, in pawn for the sum of 200 
pagodas lent to Bichardson; Soondrum is called 
in, and produces ‘the true notes to the said John 
Bichardson ; who being shown the same, and ask¬ 
ed whose hand writing the notes were of, and the 
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iiamcs signed thereunto, acknowledged both the 
notes and the names to be of his own hand wsiting; 
only excusiitg himseir, by saying he was greatly 
put to it for money, and hoped to have recovered 
his notes before they were due. The said John 
Bichardson being thereupon ordered to withdraw, 
tlio Board came to the following resolutions in 
relation to him. 

" T^t he be immediately discharged from the 
Honorable Company’s service; that he be close 
conlitMid to th^ cock house, and sent for Great 
BriUHn (with t® consent of his creditors) by the 
first ship ; and the Secretary is ordered to endorse 
the said John Eichardson’s true counterfeited notes 
on the back side of them, declaring they have 
passed this Board’s examination, and are found, 
to be forged.” 

The next extract explains itself. 

.“ Monday, 29th April. 'The President reports 
to the Board, that he has been acipininted with 
very great inconveniences which the soldiers sufler, 
by being • obliged to give their whole pay to the 
Steward of the Hospital, for sustenance during the 
time of their continuing sick in it; and being 
also obliged to pay half a pagoda per month to¬ 
wards their clothes, as many months as they 
stay in the Hospital for recovery of their healths. 
By paying so many half pagodas, they of course 
become in debt, which is so great a hardship upon 
ih'em, that when they leave the, hospital, the pay¬ 
ment of the debts they thereby contracted takes 
away great part of what they should buy provi¬ 
sions with. 'To avoid which; many poor fellows 



m 


HISTORr or MADRAS. 




have ruined their healths rather than go into the 
Hospital to be cured, when their distempers have 
been but in their, infancy. 

“ Ordered that for the future the soldiers be 
obliged to pay the Steward no more than two 
pagodas per mensem for sustenance, during the 
time they continue in the hospital; it being found 
upon a scrutiny into the matter, fully sufficient to 
furnish the men with good provisions.” 

The next extract refers to a piece of im¬ 
morality we should have hesitated to publislA were 
it not curious as illustrating the^ight in which 
such proceedings were regarded five or six gene¬ 
rations ago. 

“ Monday, 6th May. Petition from Benjamin 
.Skinner, Serjeant at Vizagapatam, complaining of 
Thomas Wilford, Factor in the Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s Service for having used too much familiarity 
with his wife ; as fully appears by the deposition he 
now produces, taken upon oath before Mr. Eobtsrt 
Symonds, Chief, and Mr. John Eramerson, Second 
of Council at Vizagapatam, which is entered after 
this consultation. 

“ Agreed that the said Thomas Wilford be sent 
for up from Vizagapatam, and that he be suspend¬ 
ed the Honorable Company’s Service till their 
pleasure be known concerning him.” 

“ The deposition of Stephen Whinship taken be¬ 
fore the Chief and Council of Vizagapatam. 

“ The deponent declares upon examination 'in 
the case between Benjamin Skinner and his 
wife Anne, that he, the above said Stephen 
Whinship, with his wife,, Mary, inhabiting in 
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tlie house with the above said Beujamin Skin¬ 
ner and his wife Aune ; that Mary the wife nf de¬ 
ponent did fell him her husband, that Anne the 
wife of the above said Benjamin Skinner held a 
familiarity and an unallowable communication with 
Mr. Thomas Wilford, one of the Right Honorable 
Company’s Factors ; and that said Mr. Thomas 
Wilford used to climb over the wall at unreasonable 
hours, and enter into the apartment of Anne, wife 
to the above said Benjamin Skinner ; which the 
deponent taxing^lier with, and threatening to ac¬ 
quaint her husband of her evil practices, when she 
with tears confessed the fact, entreating him to 
conceal it from her husband’s ears. Afterwards, 
upon some difference between the wives of the de¬ 
ponent and the abovesaid Benjamin Skinner, Maryu 
the wife of the deponent revealed it to the above 
said Skinner.” 

Our next extract is far more pleasing. Tt refers 
to the erection of the two Charity Schools for the 
education of the children of the slaves. 

“ Monday, 27th May. The President lays be¬ 
fore the Board a paper of proposals delivers him 
by Mr. Grundler, one of the Banish Missionaries 
lately arrived from. Trnnqnebar, for erecting two 
Charity Schools in this city. It is agreed that 
liberty be give* for erecting tw<\ Charity Schools,, 
one for Portuguese in the English town, and 
another for Molabars in the Black-town. The 
prcTposals are as follows :— 

1. Whereas the slaves belonging to the Eng¬ 
lish Inhabitants of this place have a great many 
children, who have no manner of care taken of 
35 
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them, but are kept entirely ignorant of the Chris¬ 
tian Keligion ; it is 'humUy proposed that a 
Charity School bp erected, wherein such poor chil¬ 
dren shall be taught to read and write the Portu¬ 
guese language (which is the only one they under¬ 
stand) and be fully instructed and trained upon 
practical knowledge of religion .and the true doc¬ 
trines of the Gospel. 

2. There being some reason to hope that the 
knowledge of Cliristianity may also be propagated 
among the Natives of this country, it is lijfewise 
proposed that a Malabar Charity School be erect¬ 
ed in some convenient place in the Black-Town, 
for instructing poor children in the principles of 
Beligion, and to teach them to read, write, and 
_cast accounts, after the way and manner used 
among the Malabars. 

8. That these two Schools be allowed the pro¬ 
tection and patronage of the Honorable Governor 
and Council, without whose consent and .approba¬ 
tion nothing of' moment relating to the said 
Schools shall be transacted. 

4. TIud the immediate care and directions of 
the said two Schools shall be committed to two 
or more Trustees, to be appointed by the Honorable 
Governor for the time being. 

6. That leave be given to such Trustees to 
build or buy two School houses, one for the 
Portuguese School within the English town, and 
another for the Malabar School in the Bjack-Town. 

6. That what ■ money, gifts or legacies shall 
1m given by Charitable persons for the support 
of the said two Schools, or either of them, shalP 
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diily be registered by the Tnistees in a book to be 
kept for that purpose. 

7. That the Trustees shall have power to make 
what particular orders and regulations shall be 
found necessary for the better management of the 
said two Schools, provided that said regulations 
shall be approved of by the Honorable Governor 
and Council.” 

AVe now come to the all-important event, the 
reception and proclamation of the imperial 
Firmamn. The history of the embassy from Cal¬ 
cutta to Delhi, by means of which the Firmann 
was obtained, lias already been given in the preced¬ 
ing chapter. 

“ Wednesday, 24th July. Tliis day being ap¬ 
pointed for proclaiming the Itoyal Firmaun or. 
charter, granted by the Great Mogul King Fe- 
roksere to the Honorable English East India 
Company, for enjoyment of several privileges in 
his dominions (received from Bengal the 21st in¬ 
stant) the following orders for the ceremony are to 
be obseiwed. 

“ All the Soldiers of the Garrison are to be upon 
duty, and one company to be drawn up under 
arms before the Fort gate. 

•“ The Mayor with all the Aldermen and city 
officers to attend on horseback at the Fort Gate, 
where the Firmann will lie in the Governor’s state 
palankeen, till the Governor comes down and 
orders the Secretary to read it in the English lan¬ 
guage, and the Chief Dubash In the Moors and 
Gontoo languages, in presence of all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the cjty. After wliich, the palankeen with 
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the Firmaun, attended by the Mayor, Aldermen,, 
city officers on horse bacK, a company (A foot sol¬ 
diers, all the English with mnsic, axe to move for¬ 
ward down Charles Street to St. Thomas’ Gate, 
where the Registrar is to proclaim His Miyesty’a 
Eirmaun. From thence to proceed to the Sea 
Gate, proclaiming it there; imd spon to the Middle 
Gate repeating tlie prodamation over again; from 
which Gate the Mayor, Aldermen and city officer® 
arc to return to the Governor in the Fort, and the 
Fimiaun to be carried forward from this Riddle- 
Gate through the Black Town to Attapollinm Gate 
in manner following : -viz. First the Fedda Naik, 
or watchman of the city, to be on horse back with 
all his Talim's and the country mnsic, then one 
.company of the English Guards, next two trumpets, 
after which the Chief Dubash on horse back, the 
palankeen with the Fhmann guarded by six Ser¬ 
jeants after him; and then all the Moors and 
Gentoo merchants on horse back dose after the 
piilankeento the aforementioned AttapoUiamGato; 
where the Chief Dubash on liorse back is to hold 
up the Eoyal Firmaun, and proclaim it by express¬ 
ing himself in the following words. 

"This is His Majesty King Perokscre’s Royal 
Firmaun, wherein he confirms to the Honorable 
English East India Compai^ nil former grants and 
privileges, epjoyed by them heretofore; and further 
grants many new privileges, with the possession of 
several lands in many parts of India, with sych 
favour as lias nofcr before been granted to any 
European nation. 

“ Tbcn he, the Chief Dubosli, is with the rc- 
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tinuc to go out at the said Attapollium Gate, and 
enter the town at Tom Clarke’s Gate, prockimiug 
the Eoyal J’ihnaun a second time there j and thence 
to proceed within the town at Bridge Foot Gate, in 
order to prodaim it a third time; and from the said 
Gate to return to the Choultry, where the Taliars 
and Black Music arc to stay without, and the 
guards with the Dubash and paiankeen to return 
to the Fort and deliver up the Firmaun to the 
Governor; the Black merchants being permitted 
on foot to attend it back from the.Choultry gate: 
and for the more regular management of this 
solemnization the following orders were delivered 
the Gunner of the Ganison for discharging his 
part of the ceremony. 

“ To Mr. FranS Hugonin, Gunner, 

“ As soon as the Firmaun is read before the 
Governor at the Fort Gate, you shall begin to lire 
from St. Thomas Bastion, and proceed from thence 
to the Westward and on the Northward till you 
come round to the said St. Thomas Bastion ; and 
then to continue firing round the walls of the 
Black Town to the numbers of 161 guns. As 
soon as the fire is gone round the White Town, 
Captain Matthew Martin, Commander of the “ Marl¬ 
borough,” must take up the fire; and when he has 
done, all the Kurqic Ships in the^-oad must fire one 
after another ; and the country ships, upon the 
Europe Ships finishing, to fire altogether as fast as 
thoy can; the sliips being handsomely dreshed out 
with their colours and streamers! 

“ Wlicn the Governor and Company come to 
the garden at Tiffin, thijiGovernor will begin the 
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Mogul’s health, when you must begin to fh’c from 
the Gfirden point, and continue the fire round the 
town to the number of 101 guns; after which yoti 
arc to prepare against Dinner to fire J 01 guns at 
King George’s health, 51 guns at the Prince and 
Princess and Eoyal Families health, and after Din¬ 
ner 31 guns for the Honorable Company’s health; 
the ships in the rorlflto fire at drinking theMogul’s 
and King George’s healths, in the same manner 
as they did upon proclaiming the Iloyal Firmaun. 

“ After the ceremony of proclaiming the Firmaun 
in the English and-Black Town was over, the 
Honorable President with the Gentlemen of Coun¬ 
cil proceeded to the Garden house through the 
Black town, attended upon by all the Gentlemen 
•of the city on horse back with handsome accoutre¬ 
ments ; where all they, English, Portuguese, Ar¬ 
menian nnfl Moors Inhabitants, were splendidly 
cnteiiained at Dinner; and the day concluded 
with feasting of the soldier’s, with tubs of punch, 
and a bonfire at night; and the Black Merchants, 
to show their joy at the Honorable Company’s re¬ 
ceiving so much favour from the Mogul, made 
abundance of fireworks upon the Island.” 

The next extract refers to the projected occupa¬ 
tion of Divy Island, off Masulipatam, by the Eng¬ 
lish. Possession hod been granted in the Firmaun, 
birt some difficulties rose in the way. The extract 
is' chiefly interesting as illustrating the feelings of 
the Natives towards the English of that period." 

“ Monday, 36tfi August. The President. de¬ 
livers tc^he Board a tj^nslation of their letters 
from Masulipatani, one l^yjunsum Pera, who had 
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been formerly Chief Dubaeh to the New Eeet In¬ 
dia Company there, the other from Khan Cdlonoo 
Buggawan, i5i eminent Brahmin in those parts, 
advising and pressing us to lake speedy possession 
of Divy Island. They both agreed that all the 
inhabitants wait impatiently for us, and that we 
may depend upon having an accession of people 
from the continent; the inhabitants being very 
desirous of living under the English Government, 
and that there are already eighteen towns and vil¬ 
lages upon the Island. 

“ After full debating ..the matter, it is agreed 
that Cunsum Pera be sent for hither to give us a 
more full account of the state of afiairs there; that 
ho be taken into the Company’s service and em¬ 
ployed in that business; and that in the meantime, 
the President do give orders for providing all 
necessaries ready for taking possession of Divy 
Island.” 

The following extracts exhibit the operation of 
the" imperial Firmann, as regards regaining pos¬ 
session of the out-villages. 

“ Monday, 2nd September. The President pro¬ 
duces translates of letter's from the Nabob Sada- 
tulla Klian, Snnka Hamah, and our spy Brahmin 
at .Arcot, relating to the demand he had made of 
Trivatore and other villages lately granted by the 
Boyal Finnaun. The Nabob’s letter is wrote in ge¬ 
neral terms, with a,great many compliments, but 
reftrs to Sunka Bamah and the spy Brahniin for 
an answer to the business in hahd. They both 
advise that in conversation the Nabob told i^bem, he 
could not deliver up ^possession of the villages 
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without seeing the originel Finn/iun, but timl he 
was desirous to maiutain good undei-standing with 
the Kiiglish. 

“ On a full consideration of the matter it was- 
agreed that the President should rvrite to the Na¬ 
bob, rendering him thanks for the assurances of his 
friendship and favour, and acquainting him that 

days after this date, he designs to take posses¬ 
sion of the said villages ; and together with his 
letter to send the present, usually made upon a 
new President’s accession to the Ooverninent of 
this place; which has been suspended so long, 
that we might be assured of the Nabob’s keeping 
his post! which has been very unbkely, and if a 
new Nabob had been established, we should have 
•been obliged to have given it over again. The 
sum agreed on is 500 pagodas, and one piece of 
siiperOne sfiirlet cloth to the Nabob, and 3 JO pa¬ 
godas with some cordial waters to Ducknaroy, 
the Nabob’s Secretary and Son-in-law, who has 
the chief management of his affairs. To whom 
also it was agreed the President should write a 
short compliment. It is further agreed that the 
President do write to Sunka Hamah to make the 
several presents ; and at the same time to ac¬ 
quaint the Nabob that it is an express grant in 
the Hoyal Firmaun, that neither he, nor any of the 
King’s officers, should demaud to see any of tho 
original papers j but that copies, duly att^ted by 
the Cozi, shall be a sufficient claim on our parts- 
for the several privileges and grants Iwstowed upon 
US; and that himself and all other officers are ob- 
ligcil to yield obedience to such attested copies.” 
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" Thursday, 19th September. The President 
proposes to t^e Board the taking possession of 
Trivatore,*S«!. (five villages grantSi the English 
Company by the Mogul) on Monday and Tuesday 
next, and begin with TOvaton-e, and in case of op¬ 
position Cwhich is hardly expected) to repel force 
by force.” 

“ Monday, 23rd September. Bariy this moni- 
ing the Honorable President (attended by most 
of the Gentlemen in the place) set out for Triva- 
lore, wltereof he torfe possession, stayed there and 
dined and returned in the evening, having in the 
interim taken possession of two more villages. 

“ Tuesday; 34th September. Early this morning 
Afr. Bichard Lordon set out with a party of men, 
and took possession of the two other villages with¬ 
out "any opposition, and returned about noon.” 

“ Sund.ny, 29th September. The IVesident 
represents that this morning he has received 
advices from the Nabob’s Court at Arcot, and from 
Peersada at Poonamallee, that the former woidd 
not accept of the 600 pagodas present, wc had sent 
to Sunka liamtdi for that purpose; and that lees 
than 1000 would not content him. That Peersada 
had stopped the roads to this eity from Poonamal¬ 
lee, and would not permit merchandize, or the 
common necessaries of firewood, iu>. to be brought 
into Madras; and that he Imd sent to Diaram, the 
Head Benter of the country under Hussein Ali 
Khad, for assistance to distress us further. 

” On mature deSberation upon ^ese advices k 
was agreed to make the Nabob’s present 1000 pa¬ 
godas for the following r^sons. 

36 
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“ First, that wc might divide the interest of the 
country Government about us, and thereby prevent 
their joining together to"distress us. 

“ Secondly, the present last made by our late 
President amounted to that value, and might give 
them the fairer pretence to demand the same now. 

“ Thirdly, the present is conditional on his giving 
a letter confirming to us the peaceable possession 
of the villages we have lately taken.” 

“ Wednesday, 9th October. The President pro¬ 
duces a letter which he received from" Diaram 
yesterday, wherein the said JOiaram demands by 
what authority we have taken possession of Triva- 
tore and the other villages ; and adds that unless 
we have a snnnud under S^atulla Khan’s seal or 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan’s Perwanna, to warrant 
our so doing, we must restore the villages to his 
order. 

“ The President’s answer to the aforesaid letter 
is also road, signifying to the said JDiaram, that 
what we have done in relation to the villages is by 
virtue of his Majesty’s authority; and that we will 
not give up our just rights on any pretence what¬ 
soever, but on the contraiy will defend them to the 
utmost of our power. The President’s conduct on 
this occasion is approved by the Board. 

“ The President likewise onmmunicates to the 
Board a letter which he lately received from some 
of the inhabitants of l)ivy Island, pressing him to 
despatch the Deputy Governor tliither with all 
speed, to prevent the countries being laid waste 
by Apporrow the Benter, who is now plundering 
the in^bitants, as appwhending their desertion 
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from him upon the arrival of our people there, llie 
President’s qnswer to the said letter is also read 
and approved ; encouraging thenf as much as pos¬ 
sible to wait with patience till the rains are over, 
when they may expect the Deputy Governor with 
a sufficient force to rescue them from the oppres¬ 
sions of Apporrow and to redress their grievances. 

“ Wednesday, 16th October. The President 
communicates to the Board a proposal which was 
made him by Sunka Hamah and the other late joint 
Stock •merchants, to rent the five new villages 
granted by the Firmaun, viz. Trivatore, Satangodu, 
Catawaucha, Vezallnwarrow and Lingambauca at 
1200 Pagodas per annum for 12 years. Where¬ 
upon the yearly amount of that Itevenue being 
examined into, when the said villages were grant¬ 
ed the Honorable Company in President Pitt’s 
time, and found to be just the same, it is agreed 
that they be let to the aforementioned persons for 
12 years, at 1200 pagodas per annum ; and that 
the Secretary do, prepare a lease against next 
consultation.” 

Diaram the Head Eenter was not disposed to 
see the villages taken out of his hands, without 
making an effort to force Governor Collet to give 
him a present. The follovving extracts in reference 
to these proceedings will be fouttd very curious. 

“Friday, IStK October. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that he has just now reoeived 
advice from Trivatore, that Diarapj’s son lias enter¬ 
ed that town with 250 horse and 1000 foot, and 
had out down our flagstaff and posted himself in 
the town. He adds thnt in the morning Brah- 
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luin belon^ng to Diaram bad been with him; and 
after b very long harangue wide of his purpose, 
delivered his errand, which was to demand a pre¬ 
sent of 1000 pagodas to Simm, in consideration 
of which he would quit all pretentions to the vil¬ 
lages we were possessed of. He declared withai 
that unless we would comply with that demand, 
Diaram’s forces would take possession of them the 
next day. It appeared in faet that the forces were 
on their march to Trivatoi'e wliilst the Brahmin 
was delivering his message. 

“ The President then proposed to the Board tO' 
consider whether we should comply with their de¬ 
mands of money in order to buy a peace; or whe¬ 
ther we should tamely sit down with the affront 
. they had given us in cutting, down our flag, and 
wait to see how much further they wwdd proceed ; 
or whether we should make a vigorous charge with 
our forces, and endeavour to drive them, out of the 
Town by force of arms. 

“ After mature deliberation it appeared to be 
the unanimous opinion of the whole Board, that 
we should endeavowr to drive the enemy out of 
Trivatore by force, for the following reasons. 

“ First, that Diaram has no pretence to make any 
demands on us on account of the said town; that 
we are not directed by the Firmaun to demand 
possession of them from him, but from the Nabob ^ 
his business being only to coUeet the rents for 
Seiad'Hussein All Khan; and that to give'him 
money upon thW occasion would be a precedent 
for him to make demands on any other, or perhaps 
without any pretence, whenever he should think nt. 



inr-iM HisToar or madras, S8& 

“ Secondly, that to sit down quietly witliont re? 
eenting the affront, would but encourage the enemy 
to proceed to' greater injuries; and, give them rea¬ 
son to apprehend that we were doubtful of our 
own strength, and must submit to whatever terms 
they should think fit to impose on us. 

“ Thirdly, our men having of late been pretty 
well disciplined, and being now completely Sfficer- 
ed, we do not doubt their being able to drive the 
enemy out of the town and maintain the posses¬ 
sion ;-which we hope will have so good an effect 
as to deter them from attacking us rashly again.' 

“ Agreed that the direction of the Military be 
left to the Governor singly.” 

“ Monday, 21st October. The President repo’.ts 
that after closing the consultation on Priday eveno 
ing, he held a consultation witll the military offi¬ 
cers ; the result of which was, that he gave orders 
to Lieutenant John Poach to draw out 150 men 
of the Garrison, to be in a readiness to march by 
two o’clock in the moi'ning of the 19 th to 'l^vatore; 
that he shotdd endeavour to enter the town about 
break of day, and if he found the enemy there, to 
attack them immediately, and endeavour to drive 
them out of the town, and to keep possession of it 
till further orders. T^ President adds that about 
9 o’clock in the ^rnihg he received advices from 
Lieutenant Boach, that he had entered the town 
exactly at the time appointed, and found the enemy 
impossession; but that after about on hodr’s dis¬ 
pute he had obliged them to ^uit the town and 
take to the plains. That after this they made 
some attacks, but were constantly drove back; 
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and Lieutenant Eoack puisuing some of them to 
the plain, saw a fresh body of horse, coming from 
the northward,, which he then guessed by view to 
be about 500 in number. On these advices the 
President ordered Lieutenant Fullerton to draw 
out 100 men more of the Garrison, and with a 
snfficient quantity of provisions and ammunition, 
and fwo held pieces, to march immediately in 
order to join Lieutenant Boach. By 13 o’dock 
at noon all things were in a readiness, and Lieu¬ 
tenant Fullerton began his march. In the‘mean¬ 
time the President ordered the militia of the town 
to be raised, who took possession of the White 
town.; while the out-guards were strengthened 
by the remainder of the Garrison; and Gunner 
Olugonin, with the Governor’s Horse Guards (being 
six in the whole), were ordered to patrol about 
the Washer town and Tondore, to prevent the 
enemy from burning or plundering on that side. 
At 8 o’clock in the afternoon, the President receiv¬ 
ed furlhgr advices from Lieutenant Boach, dated 
half an hour after 13, advising that the enemy had 
kept skirmishing with them till near that lime, 
but then were all drawn oft’, and marched towards 
Satangodn, after he had recovered the Flag Staff, 
and Flag, which he again hoisted in the middle of 
the Town. Soon- after arrived* further advices 
that Lieutenant Fullerton had joined Lieutenant 
Boach with his body, and that the enemy were 
marched oft' to some mile distance. On which the 
President sent order to Lieutenants Boach and 
Fullerton to march back in'the evening or early 
the next morning; it being difiicult to supply them 
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with necessaries at that distance. They returned 
the same evening, and arrived at Fort St. George 
about 8 o’clock. 

“ It appeared tliat on Lieutenant Eoach’s 
entering the town the boors were not prepared to 
receive him, presuming we durst not march ■ out 
of the reach of our own cannon. As soon as he 
gained the middle of the town, he saluted them 
with three vollics w'hich did some execution. As 
fast as they (the enemy) got into order, they pos¬ 
sessed themselves of the Avenues which are numer¬ 
ous, and endeavoured to regain the middle of the 
town ; it being a very large square containing a 
Tank and a Pagoda ; but iu about a hour’s time 
they were obliged to quit the town and take to 
the plains, though they afterwards made several 
attempt to re-enter the town but were obliged to 
retire about noon. 

“ In the whole action, which lasted about six 
hours, there was not one man of our Garrison killed 
or wounded by the eneiny ; one only of our 
Europeans was shot ip the arm by his comrade’s 
error in firing ; thi'ec of our peons were slightly 
wounded, but none killed. The enemy left in 
the place one camel, 6 horses killed ; six horses 
were taken alive by our men. Five men only of 
the slain were left, the rest being carried away ; so 
that we do not know the certain number, but sup¬ 
pose there might be about 10 or 12 killed in the 
(ibtion. 

“ The President adds that he received advices 
yesterday from Poonamallce, that when the enemy 
Kad marched about 3. miles from Trivatore towardi 



&8S nisTOBT or madbas. 

Poonamallee, they encamped and continned there 
till 9 o’clock at night; and then marched one 
hour (contrary tc their custom) without lights ; 
fearing, as it appeared, to be attacked in the night; 
for when they thought themselves out of reach of 
pursuit, they light their duties and proceed on 
their march towards Poonamallee. Advices from 
thehce further adds that Diaram’s son, who com¬ 
manded the party, was shot tlurough the shoulder 
blade and his life endangered ; that the com¬ 
mander, next to him had several balls in his thigh ; 
that thirteen more of their men were wounded, and 
eleven horses, besides one camel and two horses 
which dropped on the road. 

“ The President concluded that this great suc- 
ecss without any loss must, next to the blessing 
of God on the justice of our cause, be ascribed to 
the good conduct of Lieutenant Uoach, who had 
posted his men in such a manner that the enemy 
was not able to make any attack without certain 
loss to themselves, ns at the same time they were 
unable to do us the least injury. He, therefore, 
proposes to the Board to consider of some honorary 
reward to be given Lieutenant Eoach, who to 
his former merit at Fort St. David, has added this 
new and eminent service. 

“ Agreed that in consideration of Lieutenant 
John Eoach’s former services at Fort St. David, for 
which the Honorable Company have in their letters 
ordered'him a gratuity, which has never yetbefci 
given, and also in considemtion of his eminent 
service at Trivatore on the 19th instant, in defeat¬ 
ing the enemy, with so muc|i loss on their side, 
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and witliout tlie loss of one man in ours 
the I’resulerft by his Commission constituted 
Lieutenant John lloach, Major of nil the Honor¬ 
able Company’s forces on the Coast of Coromandel 
and Island of Sumatra ; and that a Gold Medal, 
with the Honorable Company’s arms set round 
with diamond sparks, with an inscription on Uie 
reverse suitable to the occasion, (the value about 
300 pagodas) be given him. 

“ Agreed that his pay as Major be 20 pagodas 
per mensem. 

“ Agreed that it be left to the discretion of the 
President to order smart money to the wounded, 
and some gratuity to the inferior ollieers, who all 
behaved themselves very well in the engagement.” . 

Thus ended this gallant little sdlair, which must 
have created no small excitement amongst the 
denizens of Fort St. George. 

The following story of a spy is very curious as 
illustrating the life of au adventurer in the olden 
time. 

“ Friday, Tth Febniary. The President informs 
the Board that he liad for sometime past kept one 
Fmnciseo Ferera, a pretended Doctor, close pri¬ 
soner in the Fort, on an information he had re¬ 
ceived that (he raid Doctor had performed the 
part of a spy, and given information of our circum¬ 
stances to the Moors during our quarrels with 
Dioram. That as to his personal charactSir, he 
had formerly been a Jew in Italy, and Consiailti- 
nople, and at Grand Cairo ; and that in' the latter 
place he turned Turk, and maiTied and had chil¬ 
dren, who now rcside'thcre. That he lias been 

37 
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sometime in these parts, and professing himself a 
Christian, marriejd a Portuguese wonion an iuhahl- 
tiiiit of this city. The President adds that he has been 
very much solicited to release the prisoner, who is 
not capable of doing any further hurt with respect 
to Diaram. He proposes to consider whether the 
])vi8oner may not be freed on giving security for 
his behaviour, and that he shall not go out of the 
English bounds without leave of the Governor. 
All the cireuuistaiiccs being considered,, it is 
agreei^, that on giving good security as above, that 
the said Praucisco Ferera be discharged from liis 
imprisonment. 

“ Tlie prisoner proposing one Francisco Gre- 
, gorio, an inhabitant of this place of some substance, 
to be bound with him in the penal sum of 1000 
])agoda3 for his good behaviour;—it is ordered 
that the Secretary make out a bond accordingly.” 

The next story of a murder gives us an insight 
into the working of the police peons under the 
Pedda Naik. 

“ Monday, 9th June 1718. The President re¬ 
ports that some Guzerat Merchants liad been with 
him this morning, to advise him that one Frivadee, 
a Surat Merchant Inhabitant of this place, was 
found this morning with his servant hanged in his 
own house, and "that it was supposed they had 
banged themselves. That on this information he 
had ordered the Secretary, in the presence of ,the 
Company’s merckants and the Guzerat merchants, 
to take an account of the deceased’s effects and se¬ 
cure them for his relations. 

“Wednesday, 11th June. The President ac- 
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quaiuts the Board that yesterday morning He had 
discovered that Frivadee and his servant, who 
were supposed to have hanged themselves, were 
murdered by robbers, who had carried oif a very 
large booty in money ; that he had immediately 
given out orders for a strict search after the raiir- 
derers; and that just now three persons were 
brought before him, charged with that murder; 
that the case being extraordinary, he had sum- 
monce^ {hem together to hear the examination of 
the prisoners, and such witnesses as should appear 
against them. 

“ The prisoners aud witnesses, with a considera¬ 
ble number of the principal inhabitants, ISuropeans 
and Natives,'were called in ; and the money and 
jewels which had been taken by the prisoners fiom’ 
h'rivadee were produced, having been taken in 
possession of the several prisoners to the amoimt 
of five or six thousand pagodas. . 

“ On a full examination it appeared to the whole 
Board that there was sufficient reason to put the 
prisoners upon trial for their lives for mui-der and 
robbery; and it was accordingly agreed that they 
should be tried in the Mayor’s Court according to 
the charter, and that an order be given the Mayor 
in the following manner. 

“ On a full examination of Cadojee, Perseram, 
and Kisnodos, who stand charged with the murder 
of f'rivadee and his servant on the night between 
eighth and ninth instant, and several other wit¬ 
nesses concerning that murder,—we do find full 
and sufficient cause to put the said Cadojee, Per¬ 
seram and Kisnados »n trial for their lives ; and 
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in ord/er iiiereto, wo do hereby authorize you, the 
Worshipful John^Legg, Ksq., Mayor, to sununon a 
court to-Tuorrow, being the 12th instant, for the 
trial of the said prisoners, and to acquit them, or 
on their conviction of murder and rohljery, to 
condemn them to sufl'er death in such manner as 
shall seem to yo« most proper to deter others from 
committing the like crimes.” 

Short work was made of these gentlemen, for 
two days afterwards wc find the following signifi¬ 
cant entry. 

“ Friday, ISth June. This morning about 
9 o’clock Cadojee, I’erseram, and Kisnados were 
executed upon the Island.” 

• This event directed the attention of Governor 
Collet’s attention to the inefficiency of the Pedda 
Naik. We extract the proceedings at length. 

“Monday, 7 th July. The President reports to 
tho Board that Pedda Naik, the chief Watchman 
of the town, has forfeited his Cowle by open and 
notorious transgressions of every part thereof; 
that he is become utterly incapable of discharging 
the duty of that post, having l)y his extravagance 
rendered himself unable either to maintain a suffi¬ 
cient number of Taliars to watch the city, or to 
make good any leases that shall happen as by the 
Cowle he is obliged to do ; that through his in¬ 
capacity as a watchman to discharge his duty, 
frequent robberieq have happened of late, and one 
instance of what is unusual in these pai-is of a 
merchant and his servant murdered in their own 
house by robbers. The President added that if a 
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speedy stop was not put to this mischief it {rould 
increase upon us till it become past remedy. 

“ The Cowle was then read, and the violation 
of every part thereof by Pedda Naik was notorious 
to the whole Board. 

“ The Pedda Naik beinp; called in, and acquaint¬ 
ed with the sentiments of the Board on his con¬ 
duct, was irfsked if he had any thing to say in his 
own defence. He only replied that he was not 
able tq do better, and left himself to tire judgment 
of the Board. 

‘‘ Agreed that Pedda Naik, chief watchman of 
the city, having foifeited his Oowle, and being in¬ 
capable of performing the duty of his office, be 
dismissed the Honorable Company’s Service. 

“ Agreed that Koouugoree Timapa, Naik of 
the same cast and family with Pedda Naik, he 
constituted chief watchman of this city of Madras, 
under the same obligation of duty, and with the 
same privileges and revenues as the former enjoyed. 

“ Agreed that the revenues from the Sen Gate, 
Choultry and Bazar appropriated to the Watch¬ 
man, be to the end of this month earned to Pedda 
Naik account, they being mortgaged to the cor¬ 
poration ; and the beginning of tlie next month 
delivered up to the new Watchman ; and that all 
these other revenues be immeiliately delivered up 
to the new Watchman.” 

^Towards the end of the yea); 1718 ', Governor 
Collet appears to have concluded a definite arrange¬ 
ment with Sadatnlla Khan, Nabob of Aroot, as 
regards possession of .the out-villages. The fol- 
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lowing extracts will sufficiently explain the mat¬ 
ter. 

“ Atonday, 10th November 1718. The Presi¬ 
dent represents to the Board the present state of 
affairs with respect to the country Government ■, 
that he has been for sometime past, as they know, 
threatened with forces from the Nabob, in case 
he would not deliver up Trivatore and lie villages 
granted by tlie firmann. But that for about a 
fortnight past the Nabob had by some of his agents 
begun privately a tifl&ty of peace with him. The 
first terms that were offered were that the villages 
should be delivered into the hands of Sunka Ramah 
till a sunnud could be procured from Seiad Hus¬ 
sein Ali Khan ; which being rejected by the 
President, the Nabob proposed that the President 
should* write to him in general terms to this pur¬ 
pose ; viz, that he had taken possession of the 
village by virtue of the king’s grant, and that the 
Company would give orders to return the king 
thanks for his bounty, and to procure a -sunnud 
from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan. If not that the 
Nabob was at liberty to act as he should think 
fit. To which the Nabob was to answer, that if 
the Company procured a sunnud from Seiad Hus¬ 
sein Ali Khan, it would confirm the peace between 
us. The Presidedt adds that the sum insisted on 
for presents is 2000 pagodas for the Nabob, and 
1000 pagodas for Bueknaroy his Secretary, and 
prime minister; pf which he proposes 1000 to bo 
paid out of the tax levied for building the chord- 
tries, and the other 2000 out of cash. The Presi¬ 
dent further adds that he ha^ not yet returned an 
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answer to this proposal, being willing first to.know 
the sentiments of the Hoard conceniiug it. 

“ After mature deliberation the whole Board 
unaminously agreed that the President should ac¬ 
cept of the Nabob’s proposal, and make peace with 
him accordingly, for the following reasons. 

First. Hereby we fully assert our right to the 
possession of the villages by virtue of the King’s 
grant, without entering into any eugogeinents 
of receding from that right, even though a 
sunnntl should not be obtained. 

Secondly. I'hat three years time of settled 
peace (as far as speh a thing can be with thh 
Moors! is hereby gained, and thereby time suffici¬ 
ent for the Plonoruble Company to give their 
orders for our future conduct. 

Thirdly. We hereby assert the HonorgblecCom- 
pany’s right to all the grants made in the Firmaun, 
in which that of Divy Island is included. 

Fourthly. By making peace on these terms, we 
effectually prevent all future demands upon us on 
account of our new fortifications on the Northside 
of the Town, and of our fortilying Fgmore, which 
used to be alwaysujsteeraed a ground of complaint 
and cause of quarrel. It also prevents all claim 
on account of the goods recovered out of the wi-edk 
ofthe Ship “ Success,” and the m'hnner of our douig 
it, that is by open force. A peace being once con- 
clqfled without any claim on these accounts, there 
can be no pretensions raised on them hereafter. 

“ The President then told the gentlemen of the 
Board that this negotiation required the utmost 
secrecy till it was effected. Besides that, though 
h| does believe the Nabob to be in earnest, yet the 



nisTORK or masras.. tinr-x!; 

Mook? so mucli effect a mysterious conduct, that 
it is' not to be depended on till perfeeted. It being 
very usual for them to enter on a Treaty when 
they design a surprizing blow. He added that to 
prevent any danger of that kind, he had placed a 
sufficient Garrison in. Egmore Port, and doubled 
the guards at all the Choultries ; and that be had 
employed several spies in the enemy’s camp as 
well ns in the country round about.” 

“ Monday, 15th IJecember. The Presi^pnt re¬ 
ports to tlie Hoard that this day the peace con¬ 
cluded with the Nabob was fully ratified; tliat 
Aga Mogheen, who had negotiated that affair with 
him, came to the Garden about 10 o’clock this 
morning with two elephants, fifteen horses, and 
'about three hundred peons; that one of the ele- 
phuntk carried a chair of state with a canopy, in 
which sat two persons who brought two Seerpaws 
for the President, with a perwanua in answer to 
the letters wrote sometime since, expressing the 
Nabob’s agreement to the terms of peace, and de¬ 
siring a suimud might be pi’ocured from Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan as soon as it could be done con¬ 
veniently. The Nabob sent also a horse which 
Aga Mogheen delivered to the President. The 
solemnity was greater than usual on the occasion 
on the Moors part. We received them with a 
body of nearly 500 men in arms ; all the Honor¬ 
able Company’s servants and most: of the inlia- 
bitants being present, with great number’s of the 
Natives. The presents being received, the Na¬ 
bob’s health was drank and ST guns fired.” 

IJuring this year Governor Collet was engaged 
in a long and troublesome inqniiy into the con- 
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duct of the Governor of Sumatra, who by ir¬ 
regular procmlings had brought on a wai*Wffh 
the SiJtan, which had terminated iu the forced 
retirement of the English. The particulars would 
afford but little interest to our Madras readers ; 
but the following certified statement of the inhu¬ 
man conduct of an English supervisor at this 
time, famishes such a sad picture of the atrocities 
which occasionally occurred, that we cannot pass it 
over. The entry is to be found in the consultation 
book of 14th August, 1718 ; but the event itself 
had taken place at the beginning of the year. The 
statement is as follows. 

“ To whom it doth or may concern, 

“ This is to certify that on Sunday the 3nd of 
February 1718, before noon came on shore at 
Bantall, Mr. James Morris (super-visor frofn the 
Malborough) some thing in liquor. After dinner, 
he being drank, he sent for two of the men pri¬ 
soners of war out of the code house; when having 
asked a few questions, he ordered them down up¬ 
on the parade, himself attending, where he ordered 
one of them to be beheaded first, and then the other 
inhumanly to have his fingers and thumbs hacked 
off joint by joint, and at last his head cut off; 
after which, or irext day, he obliged Sultan Cnt- 
cheel to sign their death warranty; in attestation 
of which we have hereunto set our hands this 9th 
day of August 1717 in Madras. 

• Bbnjamin Geavbs'; 

Bobekt Wynn. 

Augustus Wyhhi. 

Eobebt Babbei.” 

38 
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CHAPTEE XXX. 

GOVBKNOSSHIP OF MB. JOSEPH COLLET. 

(Contimud.) 

1719—20. 

The closing year of Mr. Collet’s govdlmorslup 
seem to have passed tranquilly away j ‘ and the 
domestic incidents which occurred at Madras thus 
present a striking contrast to those tragical 
revolutions at Pelhi whicli were heralding the 
fall of the Mogul empire. In a previous chapter, 
we noticed the state of the court at Delhi in 
1715-17, vvJienthe English embassy was despatch¬ 
ed from Calcutta to the emperor Eeroksere. We 
now purpose to bring out in bold relief the con¬ 
trast already indicated. First stringing together 
the concluding annals of Madras under Governor 
Collet; and then taking a glance at the contempo¬ 
rary events which were being enacted in the em¬ 
pire of the Mogul. 

Our first incident is simple enough, and the ex¬ 
tract wiU explain itself. 

“ Monday, 5th January, 1719, Augustus Bur¬ 
ton, ..who came out in the Honorable Company’s' 
Service upon the “Mary” the last yeM, on 
his coming on board the ship brought with him 
clandestinely a young man, named Edmond Massey, 
Ids brother-in-law ; without permission of the Com- 
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pany or Captain, who was ignorant of it till, the 
ship was under sail, when it was too late to send 
him ashore. The Captain, since liis arrival from 
•Bengal, applied to the President for permission to 
carry the said lidmund Massey back again to Eng¬ 
land, to prevent his having to pay the penalty for 
bringing out any passengq;' to India without the 
Company’s permission, which he is obliged to by 
his charter party. But the said Edmund Mas¬ 
sey, having likewise requested to be entertained in 
the service here as a writer, and being a sober lad 
and capable of business,—it is agreo(i that we do 
give Captain Hobben a permission to leave him 
liere, and that he be admitted into the service till 
the Honorable Company’s pleasure can be known 
concerning him.” 

Our next extract illustrates the peaceful state of 
the relations between the Government of Fort St. 
George, and Sadatulla Khan, the Nabob of the 
Carnatic. 

“ Wednesday, 11th February. The President 
represent to the Board that Ducknaroy, who is 
prime minister to the Nabob SadutuUa Khan, and 
Fyre Khan the Nabob’s general, came to St 'I'home 
last Saturday, with a body of 400 horse and 1000 
foot, in order to perform a religious ceremqny of 
washing in the sea at the time of th6 Sun’s Eclipse 
j.he next day; and that he (the President) had 
sent the Company’s' black servants and merchants 
to welcome him into this part of the country, and 
to sound the inclinations of Ducknaroy, whether 
he was inclined to accept an invitation to see the 
Fort; and that he had rcc^eived a very civil answer 
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from Bucknaroy and Pyre Khan, with assurances 
of their friendship, anif an intimation that they 
were inclined to give him a visit. 

“ 'J'hese two persons having the greatest influ¬ 
ence both in the direction and in the execution of 
the Nabob’s affairs, it is thought convenient to 
receive them in such i^manner as may establisli 
the good \mdorstanding between us and them be¬ 
gun on making the pence; and that presents be 
made them in sueh a manner as may be most ac¬ 
ceptable to them-to the amount of 1000 pagodas ; 
that they may be admitted into the White Town 
with 20 palankeens, 100 horse, and 200 foot; 
that the President receive them at the foot of the 
stairs in the inner Port, and lead Bucknaroy into 
the Consultation fioom; that 61 guns be flred by 
the Port; and then taken up by the ships ; that 
on his ileparture out of the White Town the same 
number of guns be. again fired, and taken up by 
the ships also; that the Secretary and Captain 
Fullerton be sent to St. Thome to invite them to 
come into Town to-morrow morning.” 

“ Thursday, 12th P’ebruary. About 9 o’clock 
this morning Bucknaroy, the Nabob Sadatulla 
Khan’s Prime Minister and favorite, together with 
Pyre Khan his General, entered the Town, with 
100 horse and 200 foot (in pursuance to the invi¬ 
tation) and came to pay a visit to the President. 
They were welcomed into Town with 61 guns 
from the Fort- and afterwards from the “ King 
George” and other ships in the road with a pro¬ 
portionable number. The President attended by 
the gentlemen of Counml, covenanted servants 
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and most of the inhabitants of the place, conduct¬ 
ed them iutp the Consultation Koom, whSre the 
Nabob’s health was drank, and after a shoit con¬ 
fabulation, they took their leaves (being saluted 
with 51 guns from the Fort and afterwards by the 
ships as above) and went to a house in the Black 
Town prepared by Sunkah Hamah for their recep¬ 
tion ; where they were sumptuously entertained at 
the Honorable Company’s Expense till 5 o’clock 
in the evening, when they went to take a view 
of thfe Garden house and from thence returned to 
St. Thome.” 

The following incidents arc so simple that we 
leave the records to tell their own story. 

“ Monday, 23rd February, 1719. The President 
ac(iuainl3 the Board that Ixiing informed several 
Patan Merchants were come from Bengal on a 
ship bound to St. Thome, ho had used means to 
induce them to settle at Madras and to land their 
goods here ; that he had prevailed with them, on 
condition they had a cowle granted exempting 
them from paying the Pagoda or Musquee.t duty. 
They alledged that to pay to the Pagoda would be 
contributing to the promoting of idolatry ; and 
that they cannot consent to contribute to the Mus- 
(pieet in this place, which belongs to a different 
sect of Mahommadans. 

“ Agreed that in consideration the granting 
such a cowle will be no detriment to any part of the 
Honorable Company’s revenues, but on*the con¬ 
trary will increase them by the addition of foreign 
Merchants becoming inhabitants, such a cowle be 
granted them.” 
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" Tjmrsday, 36th February, 1719. Chinna 
Clietty, one of the Chetty Caste, was brought before 
the Board and charged with the breach of the law 
made the 7th February 1717, for preventing dis¬ 
putes and difJerences between the several Castes ; 
wherein it is provided that all the several castes 
shall, on their public festivals and solemnities, 
make use of St George’s flag and no other. In 
violation of which law the said Chinna Chetty did 
hoist a Gentoo flag at Trivatore on S\mday last. 
He confessed the fact, hut pleaded ignorau'ce of 
the law, which could not be true ; that hiw having 
been promulgated with the utmost solemnity, being 
affixed to all the gates of tlie town for some 
months, and made on so remarkable an occasion 
as the desertion of the Chetty caste. 

“ The Board, not being informed of the crimi¬ 
nal’s circimistances, fully agreed to defer pronounc¬ 
ing sentence till the next consultation ; designing, 
if he be a man of some substance, to impose a pro¬ 
portionate line upon him ; otherwise to inflict a 
corporal punishment and turn him out of the 
bounds ; it being necessary to make an example 
of such offenders on the first breach of that law ; 
the preservation of which is so requisite to prevent 
all disturbances that may otherwise arise on caste 
aflairs. 

“ Monday, 2nd March. The President reports 
to the Board that according to agreement in last 
consultation, he had enquired into the circum¬ 
stances of Chinna Chetty, and fotmd him incapable 
of paying a fine which would be large enough to 
deter others from committing the like ofl'ence. 



I71»-S0.J 


HISTOKY OF MADRAS. 


3 (^ 


Wliercforo the Board gave sentence that he should 
stand in thfj pillory for the space of an hour the 
next choultry day, with a label before him to 
signify his o&nce, and that then he be expelled 
the Bounds.” 

The next incident is particularly interesting, as 
illustrating the growth of religious toleration in 
the English settlement at Eort St. Gisorgc. Some 
of our readers will remember that in the year 1680, 
when Mr. Streynsham Master was Governor of 
Madras, the intermarriage of Protestants with 
Homan Catholics had excited the attention of the 
English Government; and the two English Chap¬ 
lains being taking into Council, the following 
atrocious order was forthwith promulgated. 
“ That upon the marriage of a Protestant with'a 
Boman Catholic, both the parties to be married 
shall solemnly promise before one of the Chaplains 
of the place, before the Banns shall be published, 
and also in the Chapel or Church upon the day 
of marriage, tluit all the cluldren by them be¬ 
gotten and bom, shall be brought up in the Pro¬ 
testant religion.” How this narrow-minded re¬ 
gulation worked for the benefit of tlie Protestant 
religion, will bg gathered from the following cir¬ 
cumstances which transpired some thirty year* 
afterwards. 

“Thursday, 2nd April, 1719. The President 
represents that the Portuguese priests of St. 
Thome had very lately taken the liberty to marry 
some English people belonging to this city with¬ 
out leave; wliich practice he apprehended to be of 
dangerous consequence; many of the young Gen- 
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tlemei). in the Company’s Service being of good 
families in England, who would be^ very much 
scandalized at sufth marriages as were likely to be 
contracted here, without the consent of the Ih-esi- 
dent; particularly that one Crane, late chief Mate 
of our ship “ Ealconbridgc”, was married to a 
JVench man’s daughter of this place on Sunday 
last; and in order to it renounced the Protestant 
religion, which he had professed all his life till 
within a few days before. 'J'lic other was one 
Dutton, an ordinary fellow, who was married a 
week before at St. ThomS to Ann Eidley, whose 
father was formerly Governor of the West coast. 
Her small fort\iue being m the hands of the Church, 
the minister, as one of her guardians, refused his 
bonseut; on which they went to St. Thome, and 
found a priest to marry them there. The President 
adds that, to show his resentment of such a practice, 
he had ordered the Mettos not to suffer any of the 
Portuguese Padres, belonging to St. Thomd to 
some into the English bounds H e further proposed 
to the Hoard to consider of some proper orders to 
be given for preventing the like practices forjlhe 
futme. After some consideration, it was agreed 
that an order be published in tf^c English ai^ 
Portuguese languages, and put up in writing 
at the Sea Gate and at the Portuguese Church, 
that if any Christian inhabitant of Madras 
shaU married in this city, at St. Thome, 
or elsewhere, without leave from the Presi¬ 
dent ; that if he be in the Company’s service 
he shall be liable to such penalty as we shall think 
fit; but if the person so offending shall not be in 
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the Company’s service, and only a free merchant 
or iiihabitaiit of the Town, he shall be cxpcfled the 
English Government on the Coast of Coromandel. 
Also any parent consenting to, or promoting such 
marriage, without leave as aforesaid, shall be liable 
to the like penalty of expulsion.” 

“ Monday, Cth Apiil. The President informs 
the Board that on a full enquiry into the marriage 
of the Mate Crane, mentioned in last Consultation, 
ho finds that the said Crane had been bred a Pro¬ 
testant, and continued to profess a Protestant re¬ 
ligion till within a few days of his mai-riage ; and 
then the woman whom he manied refused to have 
the ceremony performed in the English Church, 
because all lloman Catholics married there arc ob¬ 
liged to subscribe a declaration that they will 
bring up their ehildrcn in the Protestant religion, 
by an order of Council dated the 25th of hi^reh 
16S.J; and that on her refusal there to comply 
with that obligation, he had reiiouuced the Protes¬ 
tant religion and declined himself a lloman Catho¬ 
lic in order to many her. The President therefore 
proposed to the consideration of the Board, whe¬ 
ther that order of Council, dated 25th of March 
1680, should ^ repeated or not; which being 
freely debated, it was unanimously agreed to re¬ 
peal the geucrid order, for the dbOowing" reasons. 

“ First, that the obligation is in its own nature 
unjust, and a violation of that natural light which 
al^ parents have to educate their childien*in that 
religion they think most acceptable to God. 
Secondly, that such a promise can bfi no obliga¬ 
tion on the conscience of any person, being unlaw- 
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All in itself. Tliinlly, tlint the requiring such n 
]ironiise may be attended with ill consequences, as 
in the instance Bow before us ; the woman re¬ 
fusing to be married in the English Church for 
that reason only ; the consequence of which was, 
Crane’s renouiiring the Protestant religion and 
declaring himself a Eoman (’atholie. 

“ Ordered that tlic Secretary acquaint the Ho¬ 
norable Company’s Chaplain of the place in 
writing, with the repeal of the aforesaid order, 
and that he is not any more to require such 
subsciiption.” 

“ The President also acqiiaints the Board, that 
the severe methods which he had taken to show 
Jiis resentment to the Protuguese priests of St. 
Thome, for marrying any subject of this Govern¬ 
ment without his consent, had produced a very 
goo# eflect ; for that the Padre Governor at St. 
Thome had sent him a very submissive letter or 
address, wherein he obliges himself, and those of 
his fraternity subject to him, not to marry any 
persons subject to this Goveniment for the future, 
without asking his previous consent,” 

The following entry refers to the general history. 

“ Thursday, Ifith April, 1719. General letter 
from Masulipatam dated the 26th ultimo read, 
advising that it is reported that there is an in¬ 
surrection amongst the Seiads, who have de¬ 
throned and imprisoned King Ecrokserc. The 
said letter further advises, ns a confirmation of that 
news, that the Nabob of Golcondah who was ad¬ 
vancing towards Masulipatam, immediately upon 
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tilut intelligence retumeil to Golcondah, in order 
to draw in his effects with all possible expedition.” 

The Nabob of Golcondah her^ mentioned, does 
not appear to have been the Seiad Hussein Aii, 
Subah of the Dckkan ; for he had gone to Delhi 
to assist, his brother Abdullah, the Vizier, in de¬ 
throning Fcrokscre, and setting up other puppet 
kings in his room.. Nor could it have been 
Chcen Kulich Khan, bettor known as the Nizam- 
ool-Mulk ; for he had retired from the Dekkan on 
the iippointmeut of Hussein Ali, and was at 
this time merely Governor of Malwa. We there¬ 
fore infer that by the Nabob of Golconda was 
meant Mobnriz Khan, tlio local Governor of Hy¬ 
derabad. J5ut we sliall have more to say upon 
this subject further on. 

To return to the annals of Fort St. George. 
The following incident does not speak much for the 
philological attainments of the English inhabitants 
at this period. 

“ Monday, 25th May, 1719. The President re¬ 
presents to the Board ttiat there is not any person 
in the Honorable Company’s Service in this place, 
who is able to translate a letter out of the Portu¬ 
guese and French languages into English; or 
vict! versa, to translate English into those lan¬ 
guages ; which has rendcretl it difficult for. him to 
maintain the necessary correspondence in the 
Honorable Company’s affairs ; the Portuguese lan- 
giwge being the common language of India mnongst 
all Europeans. He. therefore proposes to admit a 
young man, named George Foriano, son of Mr. 
Nathaniel Foriano (Super Cargo of the Honoralile 
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Company’s Ship “ lleitford” 1o China),'who is 
well qualified for the purpose nbovementioned, being 
skilled in both those languages, to be' a Factor in 
the Honorable Company’s Service here. 

“ Agreed that Mr. George Foriano be admitted 
a Factor, Mr. Klwick oflerin^ to be security for 
him, ami that the Secretary make out his Inden¬ 
tures for throe years.” 

The next entry is worth preserving ns illustrative 
of the times. Singularly enough it expresses the 
same fears on a small scale, ns those which have 
iMjeu felt in some quarters in reference to the re¬ 
ductions which are now going on in our Indian 
army. 

" Thursday, 9lh July. The Honorable Court 
‘of Directors having, in the 6 th paragraph of their 
letters to us by the “ Marlborough,” thought fit 
to order that the Garrison of this place should be 
reduced to 300 men and the Garrison of Fort St. 
David to 3 to. The manner of doing it is taken 
into consideration. 

‘‘ It appears to us,—First, that this limitation 
is only designed for a time of established peace, 
which is not the case at present; there being by 
our last advices from Delhi, two princes with 
large armies contending for the Empire, the event 
of which may very probably afi'ect us. 

“ Secondly, it appears dangerous to disband the 
whole 'number of supenmmerary forces at once, 
even in a time of peitce, much more so in a time 
of famine. Such number of men must be put 
upon violent measures, or else bo obliged to go in 
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H body into the sefvice of the Moore, which may 
be very dangerous to this settlement. 

“ It is therefore agreed tliat the President give 
orders-to the olBcers to disband gradually the 
worst of the Topazes, from about twenty to forty 
in a month as he shall tliink fit ” 

In the last chapter we noticed that the Pedda 
Naik, or Chief Watchman, was dismissed from his 
post on account of neglect of duty. It will be 
seen from the following entry that it was soon 
found*necessary to restore him to his former 
employment. 

“ Monday, 17th August. The petition of Coono- 
gozee Timapa Naik read, desiring liberty to re¬ 
sign his employment of Chief Watchman to Coono- 
gozec Pedda Naik, who officiated in that office be-* 
fore him, and was verv capable of executing it, 
bnt was dismissed for Ids extravagance. The said 
Timapa Naik being unfit to do the duty of that 
post any longer, by reason of his old age; and the 
former Pedda Naik, being very much reclaimed by 
the hardships which his extravagance brought upon 
him, promises a faithful discharge of his duty for 
the future, and tenders the duties belonging to the 
office of Chief Watchman as a security for Ids fidel¬ 
ity and good behaviour. 

“Agreed therefore that Cqpnogozee-Timapa 
Naik be discharged at Ids request from the office 
of Chief Watchman of this city ; and that Coono- 
gonee Pedda Naik be appointed in his stead.” 

Another entry occurs the samh day which illus¬ 
trates the summary method of proceeding with 
pirates in Governor Collet’s time. 
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“ The President acquaints 'the Board that on 
Tuesday llth instant, he, with the rest of the 
Commissioners .for trying of piratfes, did bring 
Boger Bidiraorc, one of those that ran away with 
tlie “ George” Brigantine, to Ids trial, by virtue of 
King George’s Commission; and tliat having 
found him guilty of piracy, felony and robbery, 
they had passed sentence of death upon him, and 
that ho was ordered to be executed on Wednesday 
next.” 

' The hot winds this season appear to have been 
too much for Governor Collet and accordingly he 
determined to retire. But we leave the records to 
tell the story. 

“Thursday, 15 th October, 1719. The Presi¬ 
dent ac()uaints the Board tliat having found him¬ 
self indisposed during the last season of the land 
winds ; so that it is with difficulty that he has 
been able to discharge the duty of his station; and 
that therefore he has determined to retm-n to 
Burope on the next ship to be despatched from 
hence ; and acquaints them with his purpose so 
early that there may be time for settling the Go¬ 
vernment according to the Honorable Company’s 
standing orders. 

“ He then proposed that Mr. Francis Hastings 
should bo sent lor up from Fort St. David, as soon 
as he could conveniently, in order to take the chair 
upon the President’s going off; and that Mr. 
William Jennings, second of Council here, should 
go down thither with a Commission for Deputy 
Governor, and that Mr. Nathaniel Ehvick, who 
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will then be .second here, take on him the office of 
accountant. 

“ The President then produced n letter wrote 
to himself separately by the Honorable Court of 
Directors, dated the 8th January 1717, and read 
the first para ; by which it appears that they de¬ 
signed Mr.. Klwick for the lixport Warehouse¬ 
keepers employ particularly, as being well skilled 
ill the sorts of calicoes sent from hence to Eng¬ 
land. He therefore, proposed that Mr. lilwiek 
should dccep the Export Warehousekeeper’s em- 
jiloy, and that Mr. Kichard Ilorden Sea Customer 
should take the Import Warehousekeeper’s em¬ 
ploy upon him ; and that this regulation should 
continue in force till the arrival of the next letters 
from Europe. 

“ To all which proposals the Board agreed 
unanimously.” 

The last measures of Governor Collet are of 
such a simple character that they leijujre no pre¬ 
liminary explanation, and it will be sufficient to 
lay the entries themselves before our readers. 

“ Monday, 2nd November, 1719. According 
to order of last consultation, Vizago, the t’houltry 
Dubasli, was brought' before the Board on his 
trial, for extorting exorbitant fees beyond what 
had ever been practiced, particujaiiy on -the re¬ 
gister of slaves. The most that had ever been 
allowed was 20 fanams in the whole, including 
the' Company’s duty ; whereas he had ftbligcil 
great numbers of people to pa^ him 24 fanams, 
and took the 4 fanams to his own us« ; also in 
house bills registered at the choultry, where the 
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true fees arc 3 pagodas and 3 fanams per cent., 
he Extorted 3 pagodas and 18 fanams, and in 
many instances <i larger proportion; and also in 
house bills registered ;at the court, he e-xtorted in 
general about 16 per cent above the usual fees ; 
and that besides the above mentioned, he has becii 
guilty of great neglect in his office, by putting off 
the poor people and refusing to do their business. 

“ A great number of persons of all ranks aj)- 
peared to prove tlie s(!vcral branches of the charge ; 
but there was no occasion to hear any withess ex¬ 
cept to the last article, he confessing all the rest 
on their being proposed to him ; some witnesses 
were cidled for the proof of that, who very fully 
convicted him of delay, and putting oft' their busi¬ 
ness from time to time without any reasonable 
excuse. 

“ The prisoner and witnesses being withdrawn, 
it was considered that the practice was in itself 
scandalous and abusive, and particularly oppres¬ 
sive to the poor; many of them being obliged 
in this time of famine to sell their children 
for rice ; and the extorting 4 fanams in the fees' 
was a cohsiderable hardship on them; that, 
therefore, it was necessary to put a stop to such 
abuses ,by making the offender a public example. 

“ Accordingly it w'as resolved that 'V^izago, the 
Choultry Dubash aforementioned, be turned out of 
the Honorable Company’s service, and disabled 
from any future employment therein ; that he 
stand in tiie pillory the next Choultry day; and 
that he he fined 500 pagodas, one-half to be paid 
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to the Charity School, and the other half to the 
Choultry Stock for the maintenance of prisoners. 

“ The criAtinal being called jn, senttaicc was 
pronounced accordingly. 

“ To prevent such abuses for the future, it is 
ordered that the after written statement of Choul¬ 
try fees, being agreeable to ancient custom, be 
hung up in the Choultry by the Chief Justice. 

“ for registering houses and land in the Mayors 
Court register, situated in the Black town, pet^s, 
or out gardens; for every bill to pay one per cent 
to the Chief Justice, and half per cent to the Ke- 
gistrar on the value of the house or land. 

“ And whereas most the bnildings in the 
Christian Town do far exceed those without in 
value, to prevent the charges running too high: 
for every bill value under 500 pagodas, is to pay 
the same fees as above; but all bills exceeding 
that siun are to pay 5 pagodas to the Chief Jus¬ 
tice, and 2^ pagodas to the Uegistrar, and no 
more. 

“ For registcrmg houses and land in the Choul¬ 
try Begister ; for every bill to pay one per cent, 
to the Chief Justice, aud one per cent, to the 
Kegistrar, on the vtdd# of the house or land. 

“ For Segistering slaves; for every slave the 
honorable Company are to rcemve 8 fatiams, the 
Kegistrar S fauams, aud the Chief Justice Z 
fanams. 

*“ And aU bills, eilSer for; houses, land, or 
slaves, are to pay to the Choultry Pubash one 
luiam, and to the Chief Justice’s Taliars one 

40 



314 HISTOKT or MASEAS. 

fanam, for their trouble in getting the bills regis¬ 
tered. . 

“ And whereas^some small houses in the Black 
Town, not exceeding 5 or 6 pagodas in value, 
are made over hy bills of sale wrote in Gentoo 
on Cajaii leaves, w'hich are entered in the Eegister 
kept by the Town Conicoply for that purpose ; for 
every Cajan bill the Town Conicoply is to receive 
2 fanains ; besides the one per cent as above to 
the Chief Justice and Hegistrar. 

“ The bricklayers for measuring of ground jire to 
receive for their trouble 2 fanams for all valued at 
100 pagodas or upwards, and one fanam for all 
under.” 

“ Thursday, 26th November, 1719. The Pre¬ 
sident acquaints the Board that he had some time 
since published an order for registering all houses 
and gardens in the Black Town, or the adjacent 
parts, in the Mayor’s Court or Choultry, for pre¬ 
vention of frauds in sale and mortgages; but 
that some of the poor having complained to him 
that during the present dearness of grain it would 
be hard upon them to pay the charges though 
small, he therefore, proposes that all houses under 
50 pagodas value should ]»e exempted from the 
obligation of that order, till plenty returns, which 
the Board agrees to.” - 

“ Wednesday, 2f3rd December, 1719.1’he Presi¬ 
dent being about to depart for England, demands 
for his justification hcreafjter, a certificate from the 
accountant that he .stands not indebted upon tile 
Honorable Company’s General Books. He like¬ 
wise demands a certificate from the Sea Customer 
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that he has paid all their customs due from him, 
one from the Beceiver to the same purpose;; and 
another from* the Land Customer» All which are 
ordered to be drawn out against next consultation 
and delivered him, the Board being satisfied that 
he is not in any way indebted to the Honorable 
Company. 

“ Monday, 38th December, 1719. The Presi¬ 
dent delivers in a list of the inhabitants of a new 
pettah or town raised near Trivatore, consisting of 
105 houses which are inhabited by 489 persons, 
male and female, besides children, ranged under 
the usual divisions of Bight hand and Left hand 
Caste. He acquaints the Board, that the town, 
in which there is .also a handsome pagoda, is call¬ 
ed at the desire of the people “ Collet’s pettah 
and that the inhabitants consist of weavers and 
painters, which he encouraged by degrees to come 
and live near this place, that they might be ser¬ 
viceable to the Honorable Company. That in 
order to prevail with them to a compliance, he 
promised them, so soon as the town was completed, 
a Cowle should be given them to secure to them 
such privileges and immunities; and the said Town 
being now finished, and the inhabitants well settled, 
he proposes that his promise which is now claimed, 
should be performed, and a Cowle given them ac¬ 
cordingly ; the conditions of which being approved 
by the Board, as well ns the President’s manage¬ 
ment in this affair, the Secretary is ordered to pre¬ 
pare.” 

“Monday, 18th January, 1730. Early this 
morning the Honorable Joseph Collet, Esq., Pre- 
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sident, embarked on Board the “ King William 
whereon the Goverment fell to the Honorable 
Francis Hastings, Esq. 

Having thus closed the narrative of the tranquil 
state of affairs at Fort St. George during the last 
year of Mr. Collet’s administration, it may be as 
well to take a brief glance at the contemporary 
state of the ruling power at Delhi. All those in¬ 
fluences which indicate the decline of an empire^ 
were in full play in the empire of the Mogul. "Vice 
and sensuality at the court, frequent rebellwns in 
the provinces, a puppet king struggling for power, 
overbearing ministers, a mercenary army without 
theslightest sentiment of loyalty, incessant intrigues 
ending in open assassinations ;—these, and a thou¬ 
sand other significant circumstances, were tran¬ 
spiring in India. Indeed it must have been evident 
to all that ever since the death of Aurungzebe in 
1707, the Mogul empire had been liasteniiig to its 
dissolution ; worn out by premature old age 
brought on by its political crimes, and vainly 
struggling to retain the appearance of strength 
and beauty when it was fast sinking into the grave. 

It was druing this gradual decay of the power 
of the Mogul, that a man arose, whose name, and 
that if his descendants, must ever take a prominent 
place in the history of this Presidency. This man 
was Cheen Kidich Khan, better known as Nizam- 
ool-Moolk, the first Nizam of the Dekkan. His 
father Ghazee-oo-deen was one of those Tartar ad¬ 
venturers, who had migrated into India at a com¬ 
paratively recent period, and risen to eminence du¬ 
ring the wars in the Dekkan. The future Nizam 
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was bom in 1644, and like his father had distin¬ 
guished himself in the wars of Aurungzebe. • Du¬ 
ring the reigns of the immedhd^e successors of 
Aumngzebe,—Shah Aulura aftd Jehandar Shah,— 
he had fallen into obscurity, in consequence of his 
rivalry with Zulfikar K han, —that great king maker 
to whom both the last mentioned princes owed their 
thrones. But in 1718, when he was fast approach¬ 
ing his seventieth year, his fortunes were again on 
the rise. Jehandar Shah had been dethroned by 
the two Seiads ; and both he and Zulfikar Khan 
were put to death. The two Seiads set up Ferofc- 
sere ns a puppet of their own ; and Oheen Kuiich 
Khan, being well known as the enemy of Zulfikar 
Khan was first appointed A'izam of the Dekkan. • 

Most of the intrigues 'of Feroksere to escape, 
from the thraldom of the Seiads, have already been 
noticed in the narrative of the English mission 
from Calcutta to Delhi. But the last of all, the 
one which led to the downfall of Feroksere, de¬ 
serves especial notice; for it is one which striking¬ 
ly illustrates the desperate state of public aliairs, 
whilst it is closely connected with the rising fortimes 
of Cheen Kuiich Khan. But the last and most and 
important plot of all, the one in which Cheen 
Kuiich Khan was implicated, and which led to the 
ruin of Feroksere about the very time that Gover¬ 
nor Collet left the Madras Presidency, deserves 
especial mention. 

Jfeiy early in the reign of Feroksercf Cheen 
Kuiich Khan had cause to hate the two Seiads,— 
Abdullah, the vizier, and Hussein, the commander 
in-chief. He had held the government of the 
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Sekkau little more than a year, when he was re¬ 
moved to the small government of Moradabad, and 
the Dekkan was . handed over to Hussein. Under 
such circumstances Ihe disappointed Nizam was 
likely to prove a powerful supporter to Feroksere. 
Accordingly he was summoned to court, and the 
emperor promised to make him vizier in the room 
of Abdullah, provided the Sciads were overthrown. 

A plot was speedily formed, and was soon ripe 
for execution. Hussein was away in the Dekkan, 
and Abdidlah was alone in Delhi. Accordingly 
it was determined to assassinate Abdullah at that 
great festival which terminates the Kamazau ; for 
on that day the king went in state to the Mosque, 
attended by a train of _nobles and troops far ex- 
, cecding in number the guards of the vizier. But 
all went wrong through the criminal weakness of 
Feroksere. He had a favourite, a low profligate mi¬ 
nion, who was naturally hated by the whole court. 
The influence of this favourite was all powerful. 
By his advice Feroksere was induced to postpone 
the plot. Worst of all, Fei’okserc forgot his promise 
to Chcon Kulich Khan, and actually engaged to 
make this wretched favourite vizier as soon ns the 
Seiads were overthrown. Lastly the emperor was 
mad enough to give to this favourite the district of 
Moradabad as a private jaghire; being the very 
district of which Uheen Kulich Khan was Gover¬ 
nor. 

These circumstances came out in time, and tiien 
Cheen Kulich Khan was more exasperated against 
such ail infatuated king than he had previously 
bmi against the Seiads; whilst the vizier Abdul- 
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kh saw that JJ'eroksero was incorrigible, and that 
his own life would be in constant danger so long 
as li'erokscre issutinued on the throijc. According¬ 
ly he drew over Uheen Kulich Klian by the promise 
of the government of Malwa, and immediately 
summoned his brother Hussein Ali from the I)ek- 
kan. 

The doom of the emperor Peroksere was now 
scaled. In his alarm l>g sought a reconciliation 
with Abdullah, and the vizier engaged with the 
emperoj; in mutual oaths of fidelity and at¬ 
tachment. Of course such oatlis were ut¬ 
terly worthless. Abdullah merely desired to 
gain time for the arrival of his brother; 
whilst the cowardly Peroksere continued to lay 
plots for the assassination of the Seiads. Mean¬ 
time Hussein Ali had made a peace with the Mah- 
rattas, and at last reached Delhi with thirty thou¬ 
sand, horse, ten thousand of whom wci'c Mahrattas. 

The whole city was now filled with dread. Every 
one felt, from the highest Omrah to the lowest 
dealer in the bazaars, that a terrible convulsion 
was at hand. The very appearance of the 
Mahrattas, Hindoo robbers as they were, sug¬ 
gested ideas of massacre and plunder to the 
Mussulmen of Delhi j whilst no one could foretell 
w'ho would gain the ascendant, the Seiads or the 
emperor. Meantime the wretcheefPeroksere began 
to see his ow'n folly. He was however far too 
weajs; and eowardly to attempt the slightest resis¬ 
tance to the two Seiads, and thorefore helplessly 
submitted to their mercy. They demanded that 
the royal guards should be withdrawn from the 
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palace, and that their own soldiers should be post* 
ed iir their room. Feroksere obeyed. Hussein Ali 
then paid him a formal visit, and the poor miser¬ 
able emperor made a desperate effort to conciliate 
his enemy. He received the Seiad with the great¬ 
est distinction. He burst into tears and placed 
Ids own turban on the head of Hussein ; and even 
took the jewels from his dress and pressed Hussein 
to accept them. ISut «the Seiad refused, and 
upbraided the fallen monarch with Ids ingratitude. 
He then left the palace without paying any, of the 
ordinary ceremonies of respect due to the person 
of his sovereign. 

In a few days more all was over. On the ISth 
of February 1719, Feroksere expressed a wish to 
, hunt, but the Seiads suspected him of designing 
an escape, and obliged him to postpone the inten¬ 
tion. The next day the Seiads suiTounded the 
palace with their troops, and the vizier entered 
the presence of the Emperor, and demanded that 
all the offices of the palace should be given into 
his hands. Feroksere promised compliance, but 
prayed for delay ; and the evasion threw the vizier 
into such a passion, that the terrified emperor re¬ 
treated to the haram, which he hoped would be 
respected by the rebels. 

The .story of the night which followed is one>of 
the most thrilling narratives in all the Mussulman 
histories. The vizier Abdullah remained in the 
palace,« and so also did Ajeet Sing, Fajal^ of 
Mewar, whose «dnughter had been given in 
marriage to Feroksere as a token of submission to 
the Mogul supremacy. The army of Hussein 
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Ali, iucludiiig the ten thousand Mahrattas, re¬ 
mained under arms the whole night. Eafly in 
the. moming’ a rumour flew tlwough the city 
that the Tizier had been killed by Ajeet Sing, who 
had resolved to protect the emperor his son-in-law; 
and accordingly several omrahs prepared to rise 
against Hussein Ali. Meantime a party of Mah- 
rattns had engaged with some soldiers whom they 
had mistaken for an enemy ; and the still more 
frightful rumour spread through Delhi that the 
Mahratfas wore plundering the city. At once the 
whole population of fiery Mussnlmen arose as one 
man against the idolatrous Mahrattas. Fifteen 
hundred Hindoos were inassaci'cd in the streets, and 
the whole city was thrown into frightful disorder. 
Those omrahs who supported the cause of the 
Seiads, in their alarm at the supposed death of the 
vizier, were preparing to make their escape from the 
scene of anarchy. Plunder, fire, and massacre had 
already begun, when the news'spread that Abdul¬ 
lah was still alive. Hussein Ali and his friends now 
recovered their spirits and restored order. The 
royal servants were dispersed after a brief resist¬ 
ance ; and it was proclaimed from the walls of the 
citadel that another prince had ascended the 
throne. 

\Vhilst these events were being ia-ansacted'in the 
city, still darker horrors were being perpetrated in 
’ the palace. Feroksere utterly refused to leave the 
hante. Meantime Abdullah was informed tlial the 
people were alredBy in revolt, and that no time 
was to be lost. In this extremity he commanded 
some Afghans to force open the doors of the 
41 
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haraiji. There was a short eonflicf with the 
eunuelis aiitt other attendants, and then the vizier 
and his rude soRtiery rushed into the saered apart¬ 
ments. The unhappy emperor, surrounded by his 
mother, wife, daughter, and other princesses, was 
soon discovered. The royal ladies filled the air 
with their shrieks and prayers for mercy, whilst 
Teroksere himBelf was in an agony of terror. But 
Abdullah turned a deaf ear to all entreaties, and 
pounced upon his prey. The emperor was drag¬ 
ged from the arms of the half frantic women, and 
thrown into a dark chamber. A child was taken 
from the confined princes, and immediately seat¬ 
ed upon the throne; and the booming of cannon 
and customary strains of music announced to the 
people of Delhi that Feroksere was deposed and 
that another puppet king reigned in his stead. 

The end of Feroksere may be related almost in 
the very words of the Mussulman historian. For 
two months he was confined in a dark chamber, 
enduring various calamities. The hot iron, by 
which so many princes had been incapacitated 
from reigning, was drawn over the eyes of Ferok¬ 
sere ; hut strange to say it did not utterly destroy 
Ills sight, lie sent the most piteous messages to- 
the Seiads, praying to be restored to the thrpne 
oil any terms they chose ; but not the slightest 
attention was paid to his prayers. Then he pro¬ 
mised. immense rewards to his keepers, provided 
they would connive at liis escape. The Seiads 
were now alarmed, for Ferokse^ was still lament¬ 
ed by the .'ower orders amongst whom he had 
s((uaudcred his treasures, ^md an escape might he 
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ifollowed by a revolt and a revolution. According¬ 
ly they resolved on his death. On two diflercut 
■occasions pdisou was mingled lyith his victuals, 
hut without effect. The tliird time he was thrown 
■into violent agonies, and began to invoke God 
against his murderers. The bow string was then 
sent for, but the emperor struggled against his 
■ijxeeiitioners with all the violence'of desperation. 
He seized the bow string with his hands, and it 
was only after he had been beaten down with 
clubs, that the string was passed round bis neck, 
and he at last expired. On the folloiving evening 
•the body was interred in the tomb of Humayiin, fol¬ 
lowed by a large crowd, ciu'sing the Seiads and 
lamenting their beloved Kerokscrc. 

Tlie new child emperor only reigned four 
months, and then died of a eonsumplioii. Another 
child was taken from amongst the confined princes, 
but he shared the same fate. At last a healthier 
young prince was selected, * who ascended the; 
throne under the name of Mohammed Shah. He 
began to reign before the end of ITlh, and 
before the end of 172(1 the power of the Seiads 
was entirely over. This event is so intimately 
connected with the final establishment of Checn 
Kulich Khan as Nizam of tlie Dekkan, that we can 
sejrecly avoid narrating it here. 

On the deposition of Teroksere, Chcou Kulich 
Khan had obtained his promised reward, namely, 
the government of Malwa. There he foum^every- 
■tliing lapsing into anarchy;—tht Zemindars as¬ 
serting their independence, and the people either 
suffering from robbers or becoming robbers them- 
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selves. These disorders justified him iu raising 
and ifaaintaining troops ; hnt the Seiads soon sus¬ 
pected that he w.is aiming at something far beyond 
the mere defence of his province. Accordingly 
they tried every friendly means to remove him. 
Hussein Ali was still viceroy of the Dckkan, and 
they hinted to (Jhcen Kulich Khan, that as 
Alalwa lay half way between the Hekkan and 
Delhi, so it would form a very convenient re¬ 
sidence for Hussein Ali ; inasmuch as from that 
spot Hussein coiddboth superintend his vice royal¬ 
ty in the Dekkan, .and watch the progress of 
affairs at the c,Tpital. Accordingly they oflercil 
Cheen Kubch Khan four other Subahs, any one 
of which he might have in exchange for Malwa. 
lie sent baek an insulting refusal, and then march¬ 
ed an army over the Nerbudda into the Dekkan, 
where he had many old connections both amongst 
the Mussulmans and the Mahrattas. There he 
achieved a brilliant success, and the Seiads became 
alarmed. An army was sent against him, but he de¬ 
feated it. At the same time, the new king Moham¬ 
med Shah, saw in Cheen Knlich Khan, one who 
might deliver him from file thraldom of the Seiads. 
Accordingly he sent secret messages assuring hiiu 
that he should receive royal support in his resis¬ 
tance to the Seiads. 

In this extremity the Seiads resolved that Hus¬ 
sein shoidd march against the sclf-consiitute<l 
Nixam of the Dekkan, whilst Abdullah reimfined 
at Delhi. To make matters doubly sure, it was 
also resolved that. Mohammed Shah should ac¬ 
company Hussein. This circumstance jiroved the 
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ruin of the Seiads. A conspiracy was formed 
for assassinating IJussein during the itiarch. 
A savage talinuck named liyder Khan was 
pitched upon to strike the blow. Whilst 
Hussein was passing along in his palankeen, 
Hyder attracted his attention with a petition ; and 
when Hussein commanded him to present it, he 
drew out bis dagger and inflicted a mortal blow 
upon the Seiad. Hussein suspected the author 
of the conspiracy, and cried out “ Put the emperor 
to dedth.” Hut it was too late. The necessary 
preparations had been made for the defence of Mo¬ 
hammed Shah, thoiigli the assassin himself was 
cut in pieces on the spot by a hundred swords. 

Here closes the story of the famous usurpa¬ 
tion of the Seiads. Mohammed Shah returned ts 
Delhi, and Abdullah was utterly defeated, and im¬ 
prisoned for life. How tlie Mogul empire rapidly 
faded away, until it seemed to expire in the funeral 
pyre heapal up by Nadir Sh*ah, belongs to a future 
episode in our annals of tlie Madras Presidency. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

GOVERNORSHIP OP MR. KK.VNCIS HASTINGS. 

1720—21. 

The Governorship of Mr. I’raucis Hastings, the 
snecessor of Mr. Collett, was short and turbulent. 
It lasted little more than a year and a half, name-' 
ly, from the 18th of .January, 1720, to the 16th of 
October, 1721. The foreign relations were quiet 
enough at this time, and for some years afterwards, 
'as both Saddtulla Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic, 
and Cheen KuMek Khan, Subah of the Dekkan, 
were far too busy in establishing themselves in 
their several governments to pay much attention 
to the little Paetory at Fort St. George, so long 
as it paid the annual rental on the day it was due. 
Hut the internal aftairs of the settlement were 
marked by many iiTcgularities and disorders during 
the administration of Mr. Hastings, and of his 
successor Mr. Elwick; and thus necessitated those 
rigid inquiries and thorough reforms which were 
suliscquently earned out by one of the most re¬ 
markable of all the early Governors of Fort St. 
George, namely, Mr. James Macrae. 

The first inciden t under the rule of Mr. Hastings 
is connected with an extraordinary dispute with an 
Jlavildar in the neighbourhood of Egmore, which 
was brought to a tragical conclusion; the Havildar 
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Ijeing shot (load in the midst of the qiiaml by the 
Oompany’s Chief Pcwi- The following is tBe offi¬ 
cial narrative of the affair. 

“ Saturday, SOth February, 1730. The Presi¬ 
dent acquaints the Board, that lifst night the 
llavildar of the Metto near Egraore had stopped 
some oxen, louden with bricks and straw, which 
belonged to the Honorable Company, which were 
coming into Town. This morning, being com¬ 
plained to about it by the Paymaster, ns also of 
the pdbple being beat and imprisoned that were 
driving the oxen and refused to pay some money, 
which the Metto people would have extorted from 
^hem ;—lie (the President) sent the (!luef Dubash, 
with some others, to know the reason of such 
an insult, and to demand the delivery of our peojile 
whom he had imprisoned. The President adds 
that instead of receiving answer to that message, 
the Havildar returned him^a very saucy one, and 
refused to let the Honorable Company’s goods and 
people pass ; though the Chief Dubash used many 
mild persuasive arguments witff him for that pur¬ 
pose. At length, not being able to prevail, the 
Chief Dubash returned and gave the President an 
account of what had passed ; whereupon he order¬ 
ed the Chief Peon, with some others, to go and 
expostulate with the Havildar further, aild in case 
of any resistance to force the Havildar to a com¬ 
pliance. But when the Chief I’eon went to him, 
hi found him at the head of abput 50 oindg peons 
and people in a fighting posture ; and upon going 
up to him to deliver the President’s message, 
flic Havildar drew his seimetar and struck at 
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him, which he warded off with his target, 
an(l thereby evaded being ctji down. The Chief 
I’eon immediately drew a ‘p'stol from ids side, and 
shot the llavildar; which when he had done, he 
with his peojKe fell npon the rest and killed two 
more, which terrified them all so much that they 
ran away. 

“ The President adds that he thinks the Chief 
Peon has by this action showed himself a trusty 
servant to the Honorable Company, and deserves 
encouragement; that if he had sat tamely ‘down 
under this first insult, we should not have failed 
of receiving many more of a higher degree ; and 
that our showing our resentment upon this occB'^ 
sion will have a good influence upon all the Metto 
‘people, and Junkameers for the future ; that lest 
the matter should be represented to our prejudice 
to the Nabob, he has taken care to transmit an ex¬ 
act account of it to our V.ikcel at Arcot; and for 
the'security of the garrison has given orders to the 
Officers to be upon a very strict guard for fear of 
surprise.” 

“Monday, 14fh March, 1720. The President 
acquaints the Board that he has received very 
friendly letters from the Nabob and Duoknaroy 
upon the subject of the Metto Havildar being 
unfortunately killed by our peons; and that appre¬ 
hending no disturbance will ensue, he has ordered 
in the guards which he had joined to those at 
Egmore and the Choultries, in order to put a stop 
to the expence occasioned thereby.” 

The next event is narrated at a length far cx- 
ecrcling its importance, and can be best told 
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few words. It seems that a discovery w;is made 
that some sort of correspondence had been going 
on between •the prhieipal Chettigs in Madras Iml 
the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa. From a perusal 
of the papers it would seem that this (a)rrc.<pond- 
enoe only referred to some presents that the Vitteroy 
of Goa wished to send to Hussein Ali, the previ¬ 
ous Subah of the Dekkan; but Governor Hastings 
appears to have suspected that the correspondenec 
had for its object the “ revolt of the Chettics,” or 
in other words their removal from the English Go¬ 
vernment of Fort St. George to the I'ortugiiose 
Government of St. 'rhomc. Tire matter assumes 
an undue importance in the records, inasmuch as 
’ it was the cause of a tremendous quarrel between 
Governor Hastings, and Mr. Nathaniel Elwicl^, 
who was at that time third in Council; Governor 
Hastings being inclined to deal harshly with the 
Chetties, whilst Mr. Blwick declared that no proof 
whatever had been furnished that they were really 
guilty. Under such circumstances Governor Hast¬ 
ings placed the Heads of the Chetties under con¬ 
finement, and then ordered the following proclama¬ 
tion to be posted on the Sea Gate, with the view 
of obtaining further evidence against them. 

“ Monday, 35th April, 1720. Whereas a dis- 
‘covery hath lately been made of n design .sometime 
since formed by the inhabitants of the Chetty 
caste of this place, to revolt from this Government 
and to take protection under the Portugwse at St. 
Thome; and whereas there is just reason to sus¬ 
pect, by the Viceroy of Goa’s letters to the Heads 
of the Chettv caste, that they signified under their 

43 
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hands their resolution to desert this place and shel¬ 
ter themselves under the Portuguese »t St. Thome, 
in'isasc he coul(\ have obtained a griint of that 
place from the Nabob; and whereas, furthermore, 
the said Chetties upon examination have, confident¬ 
ly denied their engagement in any such conspi¬ 
racy ;—the Honorable Oovenior and Co\incil have 
therefore thought fit to issue out this iwoclamation, 
that if any person or persons concerned in the 
said conspiracy will make discovery to the Presi¬ 
dent, or to any one of the Council, so as that the 
rest of the persons concerned may be fully con¬ 
victed, such person or persons shall receive a 
handsome reward and full pardon for themselves.” 

“ By order of the Honorable Governor 
and Council.” 

The Proclamation had no effect whatever. No one 
came forward to volunteer evidence, andtheGhet- 
ties tliemselves obstinately denied all knowledge of 
such a conspiracy. Aciordingly Governor Hastings 
desired them to sign a paper, in which confiscation 
of all property and tiie forfeiture of all protection 
rvere declared to be the penally of desertion. This 
however the Chetties refused to do, and then the 
Governor proposed that the two head Chetty 
merchants, who conducted the Company’s invest¬ 
ments, should be suspended from their otlice. The 
following extract‘from the consultation of the 
30lh May, 1720, will show the nature of Mr. 
Elwick’s. opposition. 

“ Mr. Elwick offered security for the two Chetty 
Merchants, as far as 10,000 pagodas, for their 
ai)pcarance six months hence ; but being asked if 
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iie would sign the security paper in their behalf 
aforementioned (involving the pain of confiscation 
and forfeiture); and being also asked if he would 
suffer the penalty which the Chelties must suffer 
in case their accusation shouhl hereafter be turned 
into a conviction j — he refused them both ; and 
being told by some of the Board, that the security 
whieh he offered was no more than bail for their 
appearance six months hence, and that according 
to the laws of our nation all pfirsons taken up 
upon, suspicion of treason are forthwith imprison¬ 
ed without bail or nainprizc, Mr. Elwiek’s notion 
was thereupon rejected.” 

Mr. Klwick continued to be very earnest in his 
opposition to the snspension of the two Chetty 
Mercliants, and dwlared that the sorting of the 
cloth, and llie business of the Company generallyl 
coiild not go on whilst they were in confinement. 
The records of the dispute arc for too voluminous 
for publication, but the following extract from the 
consultation book of the lUth of July will sulK- 
ciently illustrate the party spirit which prevailed. 

“ The President acquaints the Board that Mr. 
Elwick, the Warehouse keeper, has been very fe- 
miss in his business in not having given in iiny 
account of the contract ever since it was made, 
and in not having sorted any <piantity _ of cloth 
since the “ Dawson’s” dispatch; though out of 
perverse, obstinate humour Mr. Elwick pressed 
hjm once or twice, while tlie merchants jvere con¬ 
fined, for their releasement in order to go to sort¬ 
ing. Mr. Elwick, finding his plea for not sorting 
proved to be nothing else but an excuse for idle- 
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ness, began to be much enraged j and told the 
rresiifcnt that it would draw very sti'ango stories 
on the stage, one] that the consequence must take 
its course, desiring those words might be minuted 
verbatim ; fo which the I’rcsident made no reply, 
but ordered the Secretary to minute them ac¬ 
cordingly.” 

About this time the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment was excited by the murder of a Chetty whose 
name is not mentioned. It was a cold blooded 
affair. The murderers were two soldiers, oamed 
liobcrt Grott and llichard Itighting, who appear 
to have killed their victim for the sake of drink. 
The depositions are lengthy, but the following 
extract will suffice to show how such eases were 
adjudicated on in the Council Boom. 

“ Monday, August 1st, 1720. The affair of the 
murder is now resumed. The President acquaints 
the Board, that a Bubash boy (belonging to one 
of the prisoners suspetfted to be guilty of the mur¬ 
der) was a))pTeheuded at St. Thom^; who being 
sent for in, deposes that he went with Bcbert 
Grott, his master, from his house in company with 
two white men, and a woman, whose names ho 
could not tell, to drink toddy at a toddy house; 
where they stayed till past 12 o’clock at night, at 
which time the two men and the woman left them.* 
Then the prisoners* Grott and Itighting went to a 
choultry and carried a bottle of lurraek ; where they 
saw a initii covered over with a clout, fast asleej^; 
whom soon after 'they awaked by giving him a 
blow with a cane, and at the same time asked for 
faiiaiHs to buy arrack. The man answered he had 
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none, iint receiving a blow or two more from 
them, he gave them one fanam, then another,'and 
afterwards a third. Upon continuing their usage 
to him, and repeating their demands, he drew 
down his purse and hid them look if*there was 
any more. Then the prisoner Kighting told him if 
T)o had no more than three fanams, he would give 
him more if he woidd go with him to the Gover¬ 
nor’s Garden ; but instead of carrying him thither, 
they led him to another garden near the Choultry, 
whei-e he aftenvards heard him ery out. The 
Dubash further deposes that when he would have 
followed them, they struck liim and bid him be 
gone: and ns he was going away he saw lighting 
lake the club from Grott. After this they went 
to Town, and a soldier, by iiarac Clark (whose 
house they were in) asked them, how came they so 
bloody ; who said they had been fighting. The 
Ibibash afterwai'ds went to look for a mat to sleep 
on, and saw llightiug look ovef some silver things; 
and upon demanding leave to go homo, he denied 
him. Clark again asked them how came they so 
bloody ; who replied as before that they had been 
lighting. 

“ Eighting being sent for in and interrogated 
coneeming what the boy had deposed against him, 
says that he never had the club his hand, but 
carried the Chetty into the Garden ; upon w'hich 
he. was ordered to withdraw ; and Grott being 
callod ill says that Eighting took the clifb away 
from him and killed'the man. 

“ Eighting being brought in again, and ac- 
ijuaiiited with what his comrade had allegetl 
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jigainst him, declared that they had been drinking, 
and that the Dubash boy told Rrott that tliis 
Chetty fellow had money ; upon which Grott went 
to him and asked him for some, when he gave 
him two fenams; then he demanded two more, 
but he would not give it them. The deponent 
Kighting, seeing that, took him into a garden, and 
told him if he would not comply he would carry 
him to the Governor’s Garden ; and as they were 
talking together Grott struck him with the club 
and killed him. Grott being called in, again, denies 
what is laid to his charge; and being asked where 
the Chetty’s silver girdle, his earrings, and other 
things were, avers that Righting took them and he 
lus heard nothing of them since. Upon which 
Righting was agaui sent for and asked the same 
rpiestion ; who answered that the Dubash boy 
look them off, which is all that he knows of the 
matter.” 

" The prisoners being idl dismissed the Room, 
the Board debated upon the affair for some time, 
and then unanimously pronounced them guilty of 
the murder. But the Honorable Company, hav¬ 
ing not yet procured a power to bring to an Exe¬ 
cution, it w'as agreed they should be continued in 
prison and whipped very severely every week as a 
punishment for the disorders they committed as 
soldiers.” 

The murder case being thus deposed of. Go¬ 
vernor'Hastings poured out the vials of „his 
wrath upon Mr.'Elwick. He brought forward a 
decimation that he would no longer sit at the 
Council Board whilst Mr. Elwiek was present. 
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But tlie story is best told in the language of tbe 
records. 

" Monday,’8th August, 1720. ' The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has called this con¬ 
sultation on a very extraordinary occasion, in order 
to lay before us a declaration concerning the re¬ 
peated affronts that he had received from Mr. 
Nathaniel Blwick, a member of this Board, and 
also his incapacity for the service of the Honorable 
Company. The said declaration being read before 
the Board, and duly considered ; Mr. Blwick was 
ordered to withdraw ; in pursuance of the Honor¬ 
able Company’s orders, that no member of the 
Board should continue sitting while such cases 
relating to himself were examining. 

“ Ml'. Elwick being withdrawn the President’s ‘ 
declaration was more maturely considered ; and 
most of the members of the Board agreed that 
one or other of them was assured of the truths of 
all the facts charged on Mr. Ifllwick by the Presi¬ 
dent, in relation to his behaviour at this Board as 
well as in this jilacc. 

“ The facts alleged to prove his incapacity were 
then considered, and thereupon Mr. Draper the 
Secretai’y delivered in u report, which was read 
and observed to prove one article of Mr. Klwiek’s 
refaissness. Alt tbe other instimges of his negli¬ 
gence were well enough known to most of the 
• members of the Board, and therefore did require no 
other proof. 

“ The latter clause of the President’s declarations 
was then considered, wherein he pleased to publish 
his full resolution to* sit no longer as President at 
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tliia.^oaril, if Mr. Elwick sliould continue as a 
member of it. „ 

“ Upon recotirsc to the Honoraole Company’s 
letter in order to find out some directions in such 
out of the way cases, no such appeared; and there¬ 
fore, we judged it a case of an extraordinary na¬ 
ture. AVe observed, however, that suspension is 
made the penalty of a refractory disorderly beha¬ 
viour, as well of negligence and remissness in 
business ; and thci'efore the President desired the 
opinion of the Board, if Mr. Elwick had not in¬ 
curred the penalty of suspension. 

“ The matter being debated for sometime, the 
Board thought fit to come to the following agree¬ 
ment. 

“ That as Mr. Elwick, on account of his refrac¬ 
tory disorderly and insolent behaviour to the Pre¬ 
sident, has most justly incurred the penalty order¬ 
ed by our llonoridrlc Masters to bo inflicted in 
such cases, as well as on account of his negligence 
and remissness in his business, which penalty is 
no less than suspension. And ns the Honorable 
President has been pleased to put the matters 
upon so important an issue, as to declare to us all 
that he will not sit any longer as President, if Mr. 
Elwiek is continued at tliis Board; we think 
ourselWs under a necessity of suspending 'Mr. 
Elwick, who has been guilty of remissness in 
his buisiness as well as of indecent behaviour' 
to the President and to the rest of'' the 
Board; rather than to part with the President, 
who has BO long suffered^ Mr. Elwick’s inso¬ 
lence and passed by his remissness, as well ns 
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l);;liaved himself to us all with tlie greatest camlour, 
mildness and decency imaginable. It is tlioreforc, 
agreed and resolved that Mr. Nivthaniel Klwick be 
suspended forthwith from the Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s Service (ollieio et benclicio) till the Honor¬ 
able Company’s pleasure be known concerning him. 

“ As every Member of the Board was allowed 
to give his opinion on this, as well as on all other 
occasions very freely, Messrs, 'rurner and Benyon 
(leclared that they could not agree to suspend M r. 
Klwick; because they thought the Honorable 
Company’s orders ilid not allow of a sufficient 
latitude for so doing, although they could not 
but confess that he had not behaved himself to the 
President so respectfully as he ought to have 
done.” 

Mr. Nathaniel Klwick subsequently protested 
against the proceedings, and then the niutlcr ended 
for a while. 

The next incident to which we have to drarv at¬ 
tention is a very curious one. Charles Havers, a 
young gentleman who came out as a writer in 
1717, died this year; and left an extraordinary 
will so illustrative of the times that we give it at 
longth. Mr. Havers had come out in his eighteenth 
year, and was not twenty-one at 'the time he died. 
He was the fourth son of Sir Kobert Havers, Ba- 
roijet. His salary appears to have bcen»only .€3 
a year, and yet he seems to have been alrearly en¬ 
gaged in several eoimhercial adventures. The de¬ 
sire of the voung man to have Ids name and me- 
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inorj’ prrppt tinted is very striking ; but we leave 
the will to tell its oivu story. 

“Thursday, <!2n(l September, 1V20. In the 
name of flod; Amen, I, Charles Davers, now of 
Port St. Oeoi-ge in East India, Slerchant, being 
of sound and perfect mind and inicraory, do make 
and ordain this iny last will and testament in man¬ 
ner and form following. 

“ Imprimis, 1 recommend my soul to God who 
gave it, hoping through the merits of a crucified 
Saviour to obtain a joyful resurrection ; imd my 
body I commit to the earth to be decently inteired ; 
amt for all such worldly estates, as these which it 
has pleased God to bless me with, I give and 
beiiucath as follows ; viz. 

‘ “ Imprimis, I leave unto the Charily School of 

this place 203 |)agodns; and desire the boys belong¬ 
ing to this School may attend me to the place of 
burial. Item, 1 leave unto the Master and Mistress 
of said School 20 pagodas each for mourning. I 
wish all piety ami learning may attend them, and 
that they may infuse the same into the children, by 
the help of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend Mr. Thomas 
Wright 20 pagodas for mourning. I wish all 
health may attend him in this world and happimhs 
in the next. 

“ Item, I leave 200 pagodas for a tomb to be ' 
erected in the burial place in form as foilows. 
Pour large pillars, each to be six covids high, and , 
six covhls distance one from the other; the top to 
he arched, and upon each pillaf a cherubim; and on 
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the top of the arch the effigy of Justice. My body 
to be liiiil in,the middle, of the four pillars, tyith a 
handsome atone a top ofme, raised about four ftet; 
and this inscription in the stone Here lyoth 
the body of Charles Davers, fourth son of Sir 
Kobert Davers,.^art, who departed this life 

tlie-of-Anno Domini-aged- 

The four pillars to be encompassed in with iron 
rails, which ore to go from pillar to pillar; and 
at evijy square, steps to be raised with stones, so 
as people may read the inscription. 

“ Item, I leaye the llono.al)lo (Jovernor, Coun¬ 
cil, and Secretary of this place, each a Gold ring 
of one pagoda and a half each value!, with these 
words to be engraved in them, “ Charles Davers, 
obiit,” etc. To whom I wish all tranquility, 
health, and prosperity. 

“ Item, I leave unto Dr. Pitchers, the sum of 
39 pagodas in case I die o^ my present illness, 
and that 1 did not pay him before i died. 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend, Mr. Paul Fo.\- 
Icy 20 pagodas for mourning ; to whom 1 wish all 
health m this world, and happiness in the next. 

“ Item, I leave unto the Minister that attend 
me 20 pagodas for a ring. 

. “ Item, I leave unto uiy friend Mr. John Mau- 
bers 20 pagodas for mourning. 

“ Lastly, 1 leave my two tnisty and beloved 
friends Mr. George Sittwel and Mr. ^Catc.sby 
O.-ulham, my two executors of Jhis my last will 
and testament, and desire them to sec me carried 
to the place of buriijl in the manner following viz. 

“ My Corpse to be carrieil from the 'I'own Hall 
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Ill seven o’clock nt 1 desire that all tbe 

free lAerchants of my acquaintance to attend me 
in their palankeens to the place of burial; and as 
many of the'*€ompany’s semnts as. I have had 
any intimacy within my life/ time; that all that 
attend me may have scarves atnihat bauds decent. 
I desire that Mr. Main, and the Charity Iloys, 
may go before my corpse, and sing a hymn ; my 
corpse to be carried by six hujilishineu or more ; 
if occasion, the minister and the rest of tire gentle¬ 
men following. I desire of the Honorable gover¬ 
nor that I may have as many greaj guns fired as 
1 am years old, which is now alnlhst twenty-one. 
lu case it is custoiiiary to pay the great guns firing 
1 desire you to do it. 1 desire the favour of the 
• Captain of the guard to attend me; and that you 
present him with a gold ring the sainohs the (io- 
vernor and Council. And now as to my Kstate. 
1 have l'J86 ounces of silver, which my father sent 
me out this year. 1 am concerned with Mr. Thomas 
Theobalds in a respondentia bond in the “ Ccorge” 
k Urigantinc. 1 have also an adventure with Cap¬ 
tain .lames Hindis, the prime cost being 72 pa¬ 
godas and a half. 1 have at this time in my cscri- 
tore about T-W pagodas, besides clothes and 
linen ; an account of which I always keep in my 
cscritoro. I ilesirp of my two executors to accept 
of 30 pagodas each formouniing ; and each a ring 
of 15 pa^godas value, with my name and time of 
ilcath engraved upon it. 

" After my corpse is buried, which I desire may 
be done very handsomely, the remainder of my 
estate 1 desire may be laid ‘out in rice, and be 
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given to tlie jTOor at tli$ burial place, as-long a^ it 
lasts. This^ I declare to be my last will and 
testament.”* 

Chaei,e3'!1)avebs.” 

Intbeearly part of 1721, an event transpired in 
lUack Town wliiolrappcars to have given no little 
trouble to the Governor. The Warehouse Conico- 
l)ily had seduced a Itajpoot woman residing at 
Madras : and^the strictness of the ideas of honour 
prevailii^ among the liajpoots, led her rolations 
to demand the severest punishment against the 
offender. The story is sufficiently told in the fol¬ 
lowing extract from the consultations. 

“Thursday, 2ord February, 1721, Petition 
from Venkatarauze, an inhaliilant of this place of 
the Itajpoot caste, was presented to the Board ;• 
the import of the said petition, being a complaint 
against Bavaroy, the Warehouse Gonicopilly for 
seducing his sister from her lawful husband, and 
forcibly detaining her when she was demanded by 
himself and her said husband. The President 
thereupon acquainted the Board that this complaint 
had been made to him singly a few days since; 
whereupon he confined him to the Choultry, with 
a resolution to re-examine the case at the BoardJ; 
the complainant being very pressing and impor¬ 
tunate for justice; and being sojnuch exasperated 
at the shame and disgrace which their family was 
like to suffer on the occasion, that they could 
sewcely bo restrained from mimdering ttiemselves 
as well as the woman; the caste or tribe to which 
they belong being so nicely strict in their rules 
with regard to matfers that concern their honour. 



Z i1 lIXSTOUt Of MAWttAS. 

ih»t tkey choose much rather to suffer death than 
ignominy or reproach. Davnroy beingJjrought be¬ 
fore the Boar4, and examined upon the occasion ; 
he replied that Venkntarauze came about ten days 
ago to him and told him that his sister had 
returned from the jilace, to wluch he sent her up 
in the country, but that he could not find her. 
Devaroy added that thereupon he sent to one 
Eyamoi-Villevochum a Washerman’s wife and bid 
her look for the girl; and when she had fou^d her 
she told her that her brother desired she might bo 
carried to Davaroy’s house. Bavajroy added that 
when the gud was brought tliither it was very late, 
and that therefore he asked the Washerwoman why 
,she brought her at that unseasonable time of night, 
and bid her go away; but that they desired to 
lodge in the house that night, for fear of being 
taken up by the ro'uud.s. That in the morning, just 
before her went to the<Fort, he enquired which was 
tlie llnjpoot woman; who when she saw liira de¬ 
sired his protection from her friends, who, she 
said, would use her ill whenever she returned to 
tliem. lie nfiinued that he then bid her go a 
second time, but she replied, she was afraid and 
could not go ; and then the Washenvoman told him 
that if hf. (lid not keep-her from her relations she 
should suffer ver/ much. Whereupon he came to 
the Fort. Davaroy further declared that he could 
nut deny«but that Venkatarauze ciune to his house 
the next day, and demanded his sister, ns having 
heard that she was there; and that he replied that 
it was not iu his power to deliver her up, but that 
lie might go to his master.^ Tliat the third day 
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the said Tenkataranze met him in tlic street, 
and demanded his sister again; and that he 
replied, that hediad been liarrk at work in the 
Fort, and was very much fatigued, but tliat he 
would talk with him in the morning ; when the 
said Venkatarauze went and made his complaint 
to the Governor. * 

“ Venkatarauzc, the Complainant, being called 
in, and asked concerning the matter in dispute ; he 
declared that about four months since, having 
licarrLthat his sister frequently went to the afore¬ 
mentioned tVasherwouian’s house who bore no 
very reputable character, he began to be ap- 
])rchcnsive, lest his sister should be seduced by 
her, if ho did not timely prevent it ; and that 
iherefore lie sent her up in the country to sonu^ 
relations there, but that lately returning again 
very privately (which however came to his know¬ 
ledge) he sent to the aforesaid Washerman’s to 
enqnii-e where she was. TheeAVasdicrwoman at first 
wplied, that she knew not; but afterwards assur¬ 
ed him she was in the house of Davaroy ; whither 
he accordingly went, and meeting him at home, in- 
treated him to deliver up his sister in order to 
prevent shame and infamy from falling upon their 
whole family, which the detention of Ids sister 
would unavoidably occasion. The said yenkata- 
rauzc further declares, that the defendant Davaroy 
then returned him for answer, that she was not 
in, his house, but some where in the street; 
that thereupon being exasperated, he persisted in 
his demands of the girl; telling him without that 
if he was resolved, ^limself and family shoidd kill 
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themselves or leave the bounds; they would do 
either" of the two. To which Daviiroy replied, 
they might do wliat they wouldr but tliat he could 
not make up the matter in less than eight or ten 
day’s time, when the Ships were gone for Europe. 

“ The 'Washerwoman being called in, and asked 
concerning this matter, she declared that the Plain¬ 
tiff Venkntaraiize did go to Davaroy and demand 
his sister; and that thereupon she herself was sent 
for by him, who bid her look amongst the cooly 
washerwomen for the girl; which she did accord¬ 
ingly, found her, and brought her to Bavaroy’s 
house, who bid her go away ; that they replied it 
was late, and that they were afraid of being taken 
up by the rounds ; for wliieh reason they desired to 
,lie there that night. This deponent further al¬ 
leged, that then Davaroy permitted them to stay, 
but ordered her to take care of the girl, and stay 
with her. In the morning they asked Davaroy 
what they should doo tvith her; who replied she 
might go. The deponent added that she told 
Davaroy, that if the girl returned to lier relations 
they would murder her. Whereupon Davaroy 
gave them leave to continue in his house for three 
days; tw'o of which, this deponent adds, she re¬ 
mained with the girl; but confesses that the tliird 
day she .was absent. 

“ The sister to'the Plaintiff 'Venkatarauze, be¬ 
ing brought before the Board, was asked if Dava¬ 
roy was guilty of the several particulars whqye- 
with ho now stood'chargCAl. In answer whereto, 
the woman declared iu the affirmative and offered 
her oath to the same. • 
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The foregoiag depositions being h^rd and 
fully considered ; Davaroy lyas remanded to the 
Ghoultiy, and. the several persons concerned in 
this affair, dismissed the room.” 

This affair was debated at very great length, 
and occupies an important place in the records. 
The case was subsequently handed over to the ar¬ 
bitration of the heads of the castes, and Davaroy 
was sentenced to pay the “um of four hundred 
pagodas. 

Out, next extract refers to the general state of 
affairs in the Dekkan. It has already been men¬ 
tioned that Hussein Ali Khan had been assassi¬ 
nated, and that (.'heen Kulick Khan, alias Nixam- 
ool-Jloolk, was Subah of the Dekkan. The entry 
though short may be useful to the historian. 

“ Tuesday, 21st March, 1721. The President 
acquaints the Hoard that he has received repeated 
advices from our spy peons at the Nabob’s Camp, 
relating to Cheen Kulick Khan’s coming this way 
with a very powerful army; that he (Cheen Kulick 
Khan) had summoned all the Nabobs of this coun¬ 
try to come to him to give an acrouut of their 
management; and That it is thought he will come 
to Ginjee. The President therefore proposes to every 
one to consider, whether his coming this way may 
net prejudice the Honorable Company’s affairs, if 
we do not send a present, attended with proper 
persons to treat with him. The President further 
acquaints the Hoard tliat it is reported Diaram is 
with him; but as there is no certainty of it at pre¬ 
sent, he intends to make further enquiry.” 

About this tiine< Governor Hastings was en- 
44 
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gaged iiuHR enquiry into the murder of two Jiing- 
lishmen' at Syriam in Pegu. The event exciM 
eonsiderabie attf^niion at the time, but has long 
since been devoid of interest. The main features 
however may be related as illustrative of tl«s mode 
in which the British traded with Pegu about a 
century and a half ago 

In 1720 a Captain Heron resided at Syriam, a 
few miles to the south-east of Bangoon, in the 
character of British Kesident; and it had been 
customary on the arrival of any of the Company’s 
ships at the Syriam river, for Captain Heron to 
transact all the necessary business with the Prince 
of Syriam, or even the Kuig of Pegu, and to give 
the supercargo such aid and advice as lay-in his 
power. About this time the Company’s ship “ Lusi¬ 
tania,” with Mr. Stephen Orrne as Supercargo, ar¬ 
rived at the Syriam river. Pot the first day or two 
Mr. Orme lodged at Captain Heron’s house, and all 
things went on smoothly. Mr. Orme .however re¬ 
fused the ijroflcred assistance of Captain Heron, and 
.acted for himself. He made his own presents to 
the I’rince of Syri.am, and rejected the aid of Cap¬ 
tain Heron’s overseer whilst conducting the re¬ 
pairs of his vessel. A coolness naturally sprung up 
i)etween the two, whieli was greatly increased 
when Mr. Orme not only took a separate liouse, 
but hoisted the' English flag in his compound. 
The quarrel soon extended to the subordinates ; 
and wbrtlever the Lascars of the “ Lusitania” v^ent 
ashore they were 'obstructed and alfronted by the 
Lascars of Captain Heron. The former requested 
Air. Onno they might be' permitted to resent 
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these affronts; but lie replied that ho should 
severely punish any one of his crew who should 
make any attack upon Captain llprou’s men unless 
he had received the first blow. 

Under these promising circumstances the time 
came round for UieMussubnau feast called “Hosscin 
Jossen,” and the “ Feast of Jamscebetter known 
as the Mohurrmn. This festival is celebrated by 
dancing round large fires in the vicinity of the 
Mosque, together with mock lighting which gene¬ 
rally ended in real blows. Accordmgly Captain 
Heron had never permitted any Englishman to go 
near these festivities, and had very often prevented 
the Lascars from doing so. Above all it was strictly 
forbidden that any one should carry English colours 
on the occasion. It seems however that a number 
of Lascars from the “ Lusitania,” together with 
others from some Moors ships, went to the feast, 
followed at a distance by five Europeans. Whether 
colours were carried or not aj^ears to be uncertain. 
But an affray broke out, in which Cojee Zackary, 
an Armenian merchant at Syriam, interfered at the 
head of his Lascars; being also accoiupanied by the 
Ijascars of Captain Heron. It was in this affray 
that the Chief Mate and (lunner were murdered at 
the direct instigation of Cojee Zachary. , We quote 
thte deposition of one of the witnesses as a sample 
of the whole. 

“ I, the under written Mauocl HeMontc, inha¬ 
bitant and married in this city of Atadras, do 
hereby declare that I being in Syriam in the time 
that the Moors made their feast; we, the Lascars 
belonging to the Frigate called the “ Lusitanin,” 
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and some Moor's Sliips, joined at night and were 
going*to the place where the feast tras kept; and 
when we came. to the Street wheftein Jives the 
Moors Calafu, we met the Lascars of Oojec Zachary 
and Captain Heron. The streets being very 
narrow, we could not pass by them in a body, and 
the Pilot of the Frigate (who was in our Com¬ 
pany) went and desired them friendly to go for- 
Waril, or grant ns liberty to pass them. Instead 
of hearing his petition, one of the Moors insulted 
him and gave him many blows. We seeing that, 
we all arose against them and made them pre¬ 
sently run away ; and so continued our march to 
the place where the feast was kept. A little while 
after came Cojee Zachary on horse back, with a 
. lance in his hand (made after the country fashion) ; 
and after him his Jjascars, and some of the natives, 
all armed with sticks and stones. The Pilot of the 
Frigate perceiving Zachary, he went to him and 
took the reins of his bridle in his hand, and beg¬ 
ged of Zachaiy not to take notice of what had 
happened. Zachary giive him no answer, and 
shaking his head he went round the fire ciy- 
ing, “ Beat the dogsand immediately 
the quarrel began, which grew so great that 
our people all run away, except the PEot and 
Gunner,of the Frigate. Zachary, spying them out 
ordered his people to beat them ; and he went 
himself to assist them, and with the lance that he 
carried in his hand, he wounded the Pilot,, of 
which wound the PEot feD on the ground. 
Zachary perceiving that, and that the Gunner was 
yet safe and running away, he' ordered his people 
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to run after him and bring him back ; which they 
did and beat him in the presence of Zachdiy till 
the Gunner feu dead; which Zrehary perceiving, 
and it -being near the fire round which the Moors 
celebrated the ceremony of their feast, he ordered 
to bring a light; and looking on and examining 
the two corpses, and finding they were dead, he re¬ 
tired to his house. To the truth of which, being 
acted in my presence, I standing all the while in 
a house near the place, where all this was acted, 
I do hereby declare and certify, and take my oath 
on the holy Evangelist in Madras, this 8th day of 
May, 1721.” 

The next day Mr. Orme, appealed to the Prince 
of Syriam for justice against Oojee Zachary, but 
appears to have been greatly obstructed by Oapr. 
tain Heron. The information was transmitted to 
the king of Ava, and the latter ordered “ that 
Zachary should be in the sun three days, be bored 
through his cheeks and cut Ih his back seven times, 
and pay a hundred viss of silver ; and that each 
one of all the others concenied should receive one 
hundred blows; provided that Captain Heron 
would declare in the public Honda that the whole 
story was true.” It would seem that Zachary es¬ 
caped pudishment; and on reaching Madras Mr. 
Orme charged Captain Heron before Governor 
Hastings with having been bribed to screen the 
murderer. It will be sufficient to say that the 
charge of bribery fell to the ground, bulTthat Cap¬ 
tain Heron received a severe reprimand from the 
Court of Directors. 

It was soon after this inquiry that the Gover- 
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jiorsliip of Mr. Francis Hostings was brougbt 
abruptly to a close. The quarrel with Mr. Flwick 
was brought to .an unfarorable termination; for 
instead of his suspension being confirmed, he was 
appointed Governor of Fort St. George and Mr. 
llnstings was removed. The proceedings are some¬ 
what obscure, the General letters from the Court of 
Directors being missing. We can tlicrcfore only 
extract the following entry, after which Mr. Na- 
tlmniel Elwick took his scat in the President’s 
chair. 

“ Sunday, 16th October, 1721. Ships “ Heath- 
cote” and “ Marlborough” (belonging to the 
Honorable Company), arrived this afternoon from 
Great Britain; by whom received two packets from 
.the Honorable Court of Directors, directed to the 
Honorable Nathaniel Elwick, Esq., President and 
Governor, William Jennings, Nathaniel Turner, 
llichard Benyon, Catesby Oadham, John Emmer- 
son, llandal Fowke, Sames Hubbard, and George 
Drake. All except Mr. Jennings immediately met 
in the Consultation Boom in the Fort; where all 
the Company’s servants, both Civil and Military, 
and other inhabitants, were summoned; and on 
their appearance the packet was opened and the 
Commission read to them, after which they 
withdrew.” 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

GOVERKORSHIP OP MB. NATHANIEL ELWIOK. 

1721—24. 

Our .readers will already have remarked that 
during^the period now under review, Fort St. 
George* was singularly free from any interference 
on the part of the Nabob of the Carnatic or Siibah 
of the llekkan. This tranquil state of affairs con* 
turned for some years. The rent was paid regular¬ 
ly, and at intervals compliments and presents were 
interchanged, but no differences appear to have 
arisen like those which .mark the early annals of 
Madras. A change also is perceptible in what 
may be called the domestic liislory of the «Presi- 
dcucy. Much of the roughness of the early period 
had passed away. Manners became less quaint 
and simple, but more refined; and altogether'there 
is a better tone in the consultations. Decorum 
was more strictly preserved, whatever doqbts may 
be entertained as to any real im|>rditaient in the 
morality of the times. 

The first event in the new administration was 
however an extraordinary one. • On the very Sun¬ 
day, the 15th of October, 1721, that Mr. Elwick 
took thejjlaee of Mr. Hastings in the President’s 
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chair, the new Governor asked the Secretary fof 
the Gash book, in order that he might see the 
balance ; but foupd that it was closed up only to 
the end of the previous month, and that no entry 
of receipts or disbursetnents had been made for 
the month of October. Accordingly, as it was too 
late to examine the actual state of the cash 
that evening, the cash chest was sealed up, and 
the key of the Godown in wliich the silver was 
kept, called the Silvat Godown, was delivered up ; 
and Mr. Hastings, t8(( ;.late President, an4 Mr. 
Cooke, tho Secretary^ TOieife|l»(inested to bejresent 
in the morning to see uwte%t>th opened. 

On the following morning the council assembled 
in the Consultation Hoom. Mr. Hastings was not 
.present, but Mr. Cooke was sent for to see the 
Silver Godown opened. The proceedings may 
here bo described in the language of the official 
entry. 

“Monday, 16lh October, 1731. Mr. Thomas 
Cooke being sent for, pursuant to an order of 
yesterday’s Consultation, to see the Silver Godown 
opened and the treasure delivered, acquaints the 
Board that there is none at all in the Godown ; he 
having sold the last 29 chests by an order of Mr. 
Hastings, since the Consultation of the 3nd in* 
stant, at 14 dollars per 10 pagodas ; which he in¬ 
tended to UHe Veported the drst Consultation 
that should have been held. He was asked to pay 
in the produce of the silver, but he answered he 
had not received'it. The Board then told him 
that, as he had sold it without any authority, they 
looked upon him to be accountable for it,; and de- 
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Btanded what security he could give for the pay¬ 
ment of it. In answer to which he desired* time; 
till the afterifoon, when he doubted not he should 
be able to give security to our satisfaction. He 
was then ordered to withdraw, and acquainted we 
should want him by and by.” 

“ The President then accjuaints the Board that 
he sent to Mr. Hastings, to desire to speak with 
him upon the matters of his cash account. Ac- 
cordiagly Mr. Hastings attended the President at 
the Fort, where they had a private conference in 
the President’s room j the result thereof from Mr. 
Hastings was, that he was deficient in the cash ac¬ 
count, but that he would in seven days time make 
it good and deliver in the cash account with the 
balance. In the mean time he desired to reside at • 
the garden for his health and convenience; and 
likewise desired leave to retire to the Mount till 
the next ship sails for Buglaigl, on which he hopes 
to embark. 

“ Mr. Thomas Cooke was again sent for to the 
Board, and the money for the 29 chests of silver 
demanded of him. He answered he coidd not at 
present comply therewith, but that in twenty day’s 
time he would make good the amount of what the 
29 chests sold for. Upon which the Board,insisted 
on security till he has paid the ’money. He an¬ 
swered at present he had not any to oiler, but that 
he,flrould go and get security. Accordingly he 
was acquainted we should meet again at four 
o’clock, and that then we shall expect he brings it 
with him.” 


46 



354 


HISTORY or MADRAS. 




Four o’clock came, when the following discus¬ 
sion took place in the Consultation Boom. 

“ Mr. Cooke'attends the Board (according to 
order iii this morning’s consultation), and acquaints 
the Board tliat the late Bresident will be answer¬ 
able for the amount of the sale of the 29 chests of 
treasure; smd if the Board docs not think the late 
President’s bond for the same sufficient security, 
that he is willing to enter into the bond with him 
for the amount of the same; and being pressed for 
a sum of money forthwith in part, he answered, ho 
hoped in five or six days to be able to pay in on 
account of the said sdver about ten or twelve 
thousand pagodas. Upon which he was ordered 
to withdraw till the Board had considered further 
•on the affair. 

“ Agreed tluit the late President and Mr. Cooke’s 
joint bond is no security to the Honorable Com¬ 
pany for the 29 ehejts of treasure; for a bond, 
without assets being joined with it and made over 
to the amount of tlie said treasure, is no more 
than an acknowledgment of the debt. 

“ Agreed tliat as the President designs this 
evening to return Mr. Hasting’s visit to him this 
morning, that he does discourse Mr. Hastings on 
the subject of his debt on his cash account, and 
Mr. Cooke’s debt account, viz. the 29 chests of 
treasure ; and that the President desires to know 
of Mr. Hastings if he will give security forjiis 
debt on account ‘of the cash j as also for Mr. 
Cooke’s debt on account the 29 chests of silver; 
and that the Board do wait tha President’s return," 
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j'n order to debate further on this matter which 
has already taken us up a great deal of tima.” 

Late in the evening there was •another consulta¬ 
tion, the proceedings of wliich are thus recorded. 

“ The President reports to the Board, that he 
having been with the late President Mr. Hastings 
to return his visit of the mornuig, did according 
to agreement discourse Mr. Hastings on the 
affair of his cash account, and the 39 chests of trea¬ 
sure disposed of by Mr. Thomas Cooke; and that 
having demanded the money, or sufficient security 
for each, the late President did thereupon reply to 
him, that he would certainly on the day after to¬ 
morrow (which he said was as soon as an affair of 
that nature could be transacted) pay him the ba¬ 
lance of the cash account in money, diamonds, of 
other sufficient security ; and that as to the affah of 
the 29 chests of silver, he desires till the time is 
elapsed which the said silver,was sold at; and con¬ 
cluded with desiring that no unkind expressions 
or entries be made upon our Consultation Book to 
slur his reputiition. To which the President re¬ 
plied, he found no member of the Board any way 
inclined thereto. 

" Agreed that the Board will wait till the day 
after to-morrow, and expect the late ifresident 
Mr. Hastings’ performance of His promise, unless 
in the meantime there should appear cause for the 
cc|ptrary.” 

During the interval Mr. Hastings was taken 
dangerously ill. on the Wednesday, 
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being the day fixed for paying the balance of the 
cash, <he following entries are recorded. 

“ Wednesday,48th October, 172r. The Pre¬ 
sident reports that upon hearing of the late Presi¬ 
dent’s dangerous illness, he sent for Mr. Cooke, 
and demanded of him security for the 29 chests of 
treasure which he has disposed of out of the Ware¬ 
house. He replied he could not give in security 
for the same. Whereupon the President thought 
him.self obliged to deliver him to the Captain of 
the Guard’s charge ; but that upon his request, he 
had permitted him to remain in the lodgings of the 
Warehouse under sentinels.” 

Mr. Cooke being thus confined ns security for 
the 29 chests of silver, the next thing to be con¬ 
sidered was what was to be done about the cash 
balance. On perusing a rough draft of the cash 
book, it was dis?overcd that Mr. Hastings was 
indebted to the company more than seventy-two 
thousand pagodas; whilst the amount of cash 
actually remaining in the treasury may be gathered 
from the following extract of the same date as the 
foregoing. 

“ Wednesday, eontimed. Mr. Walsh brought 
the key of the cash chest and opened it; upon 
which there was found, in money one Panara, and 
some Firmauns Wid Husbulhookums; being 29 
from the Mogul, and the Commission for trying 
the. piratar : also a paper with blue seals, said to 
be a purse belonging to Dalton deceased in Pe^u. 
These were all the things found in the chest, ex¬ 
cept some empty pagoda bags., Mr. Walsh being 
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isked if he brought any message from Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, answered he had none. 

“ Agreeththat to-morrow morning the late Pre¬ 
sident’s cash account be drawn out, sent to him, 
and the balance demanded to bo fortliwith paid ; 
and after having had a long debate upon the mat¬ 
ter, it was also agreed that the President do give 
orders to the Captain of the Guard for securing 
the person of the late President from making his 
escape from the place till such lime as that he has 
paid ^.he Honorable Company, what he owes them 
on his cash account and the 29 chests of silver re¬ 
ported to be sold by Mr. Cooke.” 

Notwitlistanding this singularly empty state of 
the Silver Godown and Treasury Chest, Mr. Hast¬ 
ings scarcely appears to have been a dishonest 
man ; and it was only the sudden manner in whicB 
he was required to vacate the chiiir that caused the 
deficiency. On the next day ho paid in ten thou¬ 
sand pagodas ; on the Saturday following he de¬ 
posited diamonds to the value of twenty thousand 
pagodas more, and a few days afterwards gave 
ample security for the remainder. Unfortunately 
for him the illness with winch he had been attack¬ 
ed proved fatal. The following simple entries tell 
their own story. 

j “ Tuesday, 12th December, 1721. Mr. Prancis 
Hastings, late President, desires leave tef go home 
on the “ Marlborough,” which is granted, believing 
the security we have ou the HonorableJlonipany’s 
aheount more than sufficient to answer their de¬ 
mands ; the very iU state of health he is in, and 
the' little likelihood of his life if he continues here, 
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beiuK sufficient motives thereto. We have also 
permitted his servant, Thomas Newton, to go 
with him; he bejng as Mr. Hastings* says a very 
useful servant to Mm, and has long since served 
his time to the Honorable Company. 

“Friday, 15th December, 1721. This evening 
died the late President, Francis Hastings, Esq.” 

The year 1721 was rendered memorable by a 
great storm, which took place during the North 
East monsoon, and occasioned very great damage. 
The records describe exactly the same kind of 
weather which still visits the coast of Coromandel 
at intervals; but in addition to the terrors of the 
storm, it would seem that in cases of shipwreck 
some fears were entertained of the Moors, though 
not to the same extent as in former years. The 
'following extracts will describe the commotion 
which attended such an event a hundred and forty 
years ago. 

“ Monday, 1.3th November, 1721. The Captain 
of the “ King George” having yesterday in the af¬ 
ternoon received his dispatches, was this morning 
to take his leave of the President, who went with 
him to the Sea Gate to see him off; but the smf 
running very high, he could not get over, but 
hoped for meeting with an opportunity in the 
afternoon ; but the wind and weather increased 
rather than abated, growing very thick to the 
north east. As the evening approached rain came 
on and wipd in greater abundance, which prevent¬ 
ed Mm from going .oft’ that night. ‘ 

“ 14th November. All last night and this day 
the wind and rain continued qfith more violence 
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than yesterday, and increased towards noon to a 
great storm. The rapidity of the waters hut of 
the country'was so great that it broke two of our 
bridges, that next to the Port and the other on the 
road towards Triplicane. At the former of these 
there was at least two feet fall, which must be a 
prodigious stream to so small a bridge; and as to 
the other it was hardly dry, so consequently the 
more liable to this disaster. The whole Island 
was overflowed, and nothing all round us to be 
seen^ut water, tops of hedges and trees. The 
rains and floods have carried away most of the 
Maequaw and poor peoples’ houses in the suburbs 
of Madras. The weather at one o’clock in the 
afternoon was so thick and hazy that we could 
not see a stone cast round us; and notwithi 
standing we arc e.\tremely alarmed at frequent 
firings from the ships in the road all this afternoon, 
yet we cannot do anything for the security either 
of our Honorable Masters’ giSods, ships or treasure; 
the surf flying quite up to the gates, and impossi¬ 
ble for almost anything to live upon the sea. 

“ 15th November. This morning the wind be¬ 
gan to abate and the weather to clear up ; but 
on our looking out into the road we could perceive 
only one ship i^maining, which in the afternoon 
■fre heard was the " Heathcote.” The CJiief Mate 
writes ashore that the brigantihe he had not seen 
all yesterday, nor the “ King Gleorge,” nor the 
“.Dartmouth” since that day at noon. “As for the 
“ Marlborough” she drove about 5 in the after¬ 
noon ; and he judged that ship which was then 
at an anchor within half a mile of the surf off St. 
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Thome, to be her. Captains Blliston, Warden, and 
CrossiJig, and Mr. Bates, Chief Mate of the 
“ Marlborough,”" desired horses to go down and 
see her, and look if any more were to be seen to 
the southward, but after all that they could do it 
was impossible for them to get over the river, so 
they were obliged to return. We endeavoured 
immediately after that to send off anchors and 
cables to the ‘‘ Marlborough,” who made frequent 
signals of distress ; but the boat we put the cable 
into (and in which the Chief Mate was going5 fill¬ 
ed and split to pieces. However we with much 
ado got off a cable that afternoon, and the Chief 
Mate went aboard. As soon as he was there he 
hoisted his Ensign in the fore shrouds, the signal 
agreed upon in case of another shi)) in distress 
below there; butnolwithslanding all that we could 
do, w’e were obliged to defer sending an anchor till 
the next morning. 

“ We idso ordered tSiirce boats to be got ready 
and seven soldiers to go in each boat; Captains 
Warden, Elliston, and Crossing, whose ships and 
brigantine were missing, went one in each of 
them. But an accident prevented that wherein 
Captain Warden was from proceeding, whieh was 
her oversetting ; by whieh misfortune a Seijeant 
and three men were drowned. 

“ The Hono'rabfe President in the morning, per¬ 
ceiving the ships were missing, dispatched 100 
peons to the southward along the sea side to s»c 
if any wrecks came'ashore; but the rivers being so 
very deep and rapid, and the country under 
water, that the peons could not'pass; so that had 
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not aay iutelligcuoe till tlic 17tli in the afternoon 
from the Chi(!f of tiovelong. However it was 
judged nceeasary to have an aecount of the above- 
mentioned signal, in order to send the men as be¬ 
fore relntodv Captain Crossing was in the first 
boat that went olf that evening; when he got 
aboard the “ Marlborough” tired one gun, which 
was agreed to be done if the signal on tlie fore 
shrouds in the evening was not a mistake. 

“ A Letter from Captain Tolson’s (.'hief Mate 
to him, of this day’s date, giving an account of the 
storm is hereunder entered. 

“ Ileathcote,” November J7th, 173]. 
“ Captain Tolson, 

“ Sir, 

Thciie are to infonn you that the ship has 
met with no further misforlnue than the lo.ss of the 
Long boat and the parting of our small Bower 
Cable ; though 1 must eoufess it is less than ex¬ 
pected. It is iin))ossible to relate the extremity of 
weather we had as to the Ships. 1 cannot tell 
further of them than that ship to the Southward of 
St. Thome 1 take to be the “ Marlborough.” The 
“ Dartmouth” 1 see drive yesterday in the after¬ 
noon ; the weather coming on so thick saw no 
more of her. The “ King Ccorge” 1 saw yester¬ 
day noon. The brigantine we • saw nortiing of, 
whicli impute to the thickness of the weather at 
that time ; but heartily wish they may, be well, 
wliich 1 much-doubt. The “ hiing George”, she 
being a very pestered ship, or indeed the rest, 1 
cannot see what they could do by going to sea 

■Mi 
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with the wind at north east, and north east by 
east, aad snch a gwvn sea. 

i am Sir, 

Tour most humble Servant, 

Kooeii Hale." 

“ 16th November. The Honorable President 
received a letter from Captain Ellistou on board 
the “ Marlborough,” acquainting us she rode in 
six fathom water, and that since eight o’clock 
Tuesday morning she had seen neither of the other 
Sliips, but she has lost lour anchors, and had only 
their sheet anchor left; but that they had one of 
the Company’s stocked, and desired timber to 
stock another, and a large Cattamaran to carry 
their anchors out to work further off shore. /J'he 
President forthwith sent them an anchor of 35 tons 
weight ready stocked, on a large Cattamaran, ac¬ 
cording to their desire, and they have immediately 
gone out in deeper water, and now she is very safe. 

“ Captain Tolson also communicated to us a 
letter that he received from his Mate, importing 
the ship laboured prodigiously during all that 
Hurricane, which h3s forced all the oakum out of 
her upper works; that they rode almost under 
watcr which had damped veiy much their provi¬ 
sions ; that tlieir sheet cable and best bower were 
both rujjbed very much, and the outward cable “to 
the best bower ifnehor ■»erybad; that she had 
worked down all the cabins in the steerage, and 
the bulk-head, and broke all their hen coops^to 
pieces. Late at ‘night the President received a 
letter from Captains Elliston and Crossing, two 
miles off Covclong, importing tlsey liad met nothing 
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tike ti wreck iii their way, hut a Ijong boat and 
David which they believed belonged citlicr.to tlie 
“ Marlboixuigh” or “ lleathcotc.” 

“Friday, 17th November, 1721. The Presi¬ 
dent acquaiats the Board that, by peons sent from 
hence, he received advice about noon from the 
■Chief of Covelong, that a ship is drove ashore 
about eight miles to the Southward of said place; 
and tliat 5 chests and 20 Europeans are come 
ashore and seized by the Moors ; but what ship is 
straifded, the peons could not tell the name of. 

“ Agreed that the “ Hcathcotc” be forthwith or¬ 
dered under sail to the wreck; that twenty Euro¬ 
peans and Captain Sutherland be sent upon her to 
protect the wreck, with ten Lascars and ammuni¬ 
tion, as also sixty, spare arms for the Ship’s Com* 
pany; with all other necc.ssavies and as many 
Mussoolas as can be spared, together with such 
as we can borrow from ^t. Thome. Fourteen 
Europeans are already at Covelong, under com¬ 
mand of Captains Elliston and Crossing, As also 
twenty Lascai's.” 

“ Friday, 17th November, J721. Uneeived a let¬ 
ter from the Cliief of the Flemings at Covelong, 
advising that an English Ship was stranded at 
Mauvelipuram, and that the people that we sent 
down were arrived there; that •the j Mooirs atlas 
intercession treated them very well; let them have 
tiyo palankeens and a horse to go to .the wreck, 
and enquire news of the othcrs.*that were missing; 
that they liad secured all the sailors, but upon the 
Captain’s request had released them again; and 
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Ik; assures us that the Moors will not in the least 
liindev but rather be assisting: to us in this allair.” 

We now turn _ to an incident, which is by no 
lueaiis without a parallel in the early history of 
Madras, aiid wliich at the same time is very sigiii- 
fuant. The Governors of Fort St. George appear 
about this period to have each bad some very 
clever Native acting for them under the name of 
the Dubash ; and this Governor’s Dubash not only 
transacted all the private business of his master, 
such as sates and purchases, but was frcrptcntly 
guilty W extortion and o))[)ression toivards his 
fellow countrymen, of which no oni; can have the 
slightest conception who is not intimately ac¬ 
quainted with the native character. Of course 
after the death or departure of a Governor many of 
'these acts of tyranny came out, and the Dubash was 
made to disgorge a portion of his ill gotten gains. 
Thus some time after the death of Mr. Hastings, 
his Dubash Mar Kistea, got into trordilc ; though 
we may remark in pas.sing, that his evil deeds were 
subseqneutly left in the shade by another Native 
who afterwards actiul as Dubash to Governor 
Alacrae. 

The story of Governor Hasting's Dubash i.s 
however somewhat singular from the fact of this 
clever extortioner being of a jocular and musi¬ 
cal turd ; and dndeed seems to have been a 
tyjie of a character but little known to the 
Muropcaiu. namely that of a convivial llindqo. 
.Dickens tells a slo«y of a London cabmau who was 
sentenced to solitary confinement for six weeks 
for having “ thrashed a fare,;” and who tjierc- 
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upon lay upon liis back and sang couiia songs 
all day. It do<-s liowever seem sonicwlial strange 
that a similRr character should have turned up iu 
the records of this i’residency. We give the 
original entry. 

“ Saturday, 8th September, 1722. We have ac- 
<|uaintcd the Honorable ('ourl of Directors that 
we had secured Mar Kistna, Mr. Nnsting’s Du- 
bash, whom we liad severe complaints against 
for large didjts owing to sundry persons, and other 
indiacct management. He hath now either made 
lull satisfaction, or given see\irity for all the de¬ 
mands that have appeared against him, except 
a debt to Ainerash Tacca, a company’s merchant, 
and to the estate of his master Hastings. His 
crimes are so enormous that they call for ])ublic 
punishment, that he may be an exiimple to fiilure 
Dubashes how they make use of their Master’s 
power iu an unwarrantable manner. lie at j)re- 
sent complains of a lameness iu his limbs, how- 
real we cannot determine ; but shall leave the de¬ 
termination of liis ease till the Europe .sliips arc 
gone. He always had a lodging iu the Eort, and a 
sentry upon him, and had the liberty of his ac- 
<iuaintauce, till the Company’s Merchants reported 
that ho lived so jocular with his singing master 
attending him, that he woidd never think of pay¬ 
ing him Ins money ; which w'oS above two moutlis 
since, when the ftesident ordered him into the 
Ensign’s room npon the Main Giwrd, and the 
door to bo shut; though however he still ob- 
■serves a constant levee at his window every 
morning.” 
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'file follomn;; extract will furnish a sufficient 
illustlation of Mar Kistna’s proceedings. 

“ Saturday, 8th September 1723. " 

“ A Declaration of Tombee Chetty and Mhota 
Venkitta Chetty. 

“ We, Tombee Chetty and Moota Venkitta 
Chetty, do hereby declare that Mar Kistna sent 
for and told us, that ns we had entered into a con¬ 
tract with the Honorable Company, we ought 
to give the Governor 5000 pagodas, which 
he then demanded. U))on our refusing t« give 
the said money, he went and told the Governor 
some false stories, which occasioned us to be con¬ 
fined one day at IbeGardens. About 12 o’clock that 
night the peons carried us to Mar Kistna’s house, 
„when we asked why we put him to so much trouble 
without any reason. He answered, tliat if we 
woidd lay down 6000 pagodas we may go free, or 
else we should be confined in the Choultry. Not¬ 
withstanding those thieats we still refused to give 
any money. Then he sent us to the Choul- 
tiy, and put us in a close prison, where two men 
can scarce stand ; and ordered the peons not to 
let us go out without the door upon any account 
w'hatsoever, but made us eat and drink and live 
entirely in that little place. About four or five 
days after he gave orders that we should not haVe 
any provisionS'whhtsoever, but once in four days, 
and then only a little rice and water, and of that 
not half enliugh to satisfy our appetites. One d^y 
we lighted a lamp ih the said godown; which Mar 
Kistna saw, and ordered it immediately to be put 
out. Sometime after, we sent u man to the said 
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Mar Kiatna to ask him how he could he so barbar¬ 
ous to us. lie answered, that we should not.be re¬ 
leased uidesa we would give the said 5000 pagodas; 
teUiug the said servant that if we would give the said 
money, to come and tell him; if not, not to come 
to him again; and then he ordered the peon to push 
the said man out of his house. Sometime after he 
sent a man to us to tell us that if we would give 
8000 pagodas we should be free; which we refused. 
Sometime after 2000 pagodas; then that we should 
be released for 1600 pagodas. Lastly he sent 
word, if we would directly lay down 1000 pagodas 
we should be set at liberty. But finding he 
could not get any thing from ns he increased his 
barbarity to the utmost gif his power, and then 
released us, all which was by the persuasion of 
Mar Kistna. Therefore we hope this llonorabld 
Board will examine this aifair.” 

The subsequent treatment of Mar Kistna may 
be gathered from the foUondng extracts. 

“Wednesday, 10th October, 1722, Agreed 
that Mar Kistna be, as he has petitioned, permit¬ 
ted to go about Town under a guard of peons and 
Talliars in the day time, to gather in his eft'ects, 
in order to satisfy what he owes to the estates of 
Messrs. Hastings, Wright, and other creditors; 
that the Petitioners be permitted to sue Kistna in 
the Mayor’s Court if they please, i and’that the 
peons and Talliars every night do return Mar 
Kistna to his confinement, till be hosasatisfied ail 
his creditors.’’ 

“ Tuesday, 11th December, 1722. Petition of 
Mar Kistna read,»setting forth that being under 
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confinement ut the Ti'ort, and not having cott't 
venienees proper to take the necessary physic for 
recovery of his health, it is agreed he be delivered 
to the charge of the Chief Peon, and Taliar, and 
that he remains at his own house.” 

After this Mar Kistna managed to satisfy all his, 
creditors and obtained his liberty. 

Tlie following extracts regarding the Armenians 
will be found interesting, as throwing light upon 
the mode in which trade was carried on in the 
olden time. Our readers will beiir in mind the 
distinction between the Company’s trade, and the 
trade carried on by the Company’s servants and 
merchants of the place. 

“ Monday, 37th Apii^ 1734. The President 
told the Board that the Armenians had for a long 
lime behaved themselves in a very insolent haughty 
manner ; and had rendered themselves not only 
undeserving the great privileges granted them, 
but likewise obnoxicsis to the Government by 
several actions, contrary to the rules and regida- 
tions thereof; and tlmt he had ordered them to 
attend the Board to answer to several facts he 
had to charge them with. The first was that 
Codejee George, and the rest of the owners of the 
Sliip “ London,” had imported great part of the 
Ship’s Cargo at Pondicheriy, to the amount of 
12,000 pagodas, ’ contrary to the orders of the 
Company ; as would fully appear from their letter 
of the 7th April 1708, where they order the native 
inhabitants to be expelled the bounds, if they car^ 
the trade to St. Thome to tho prejudice of the 
eustoiiis of Madras; which \)g parity of reason 
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iolds the same with respect to Pondicherry, since 
wherever the goods are imported, still the customs 
are lost to them, lie, the Prescient, likewise pro¬ 
duced the Company’s letter of the 19th Uecember 
1719, where are these remarkable words, speaking 
of the Frencli,—that none of oiir Servants, whether 
Europeans or Indians, nor any of our Merchants 
or Brokers, be permitted to buy or sell for them, 
or otherwise assist them, in their trade or mer¬ 
chandize. He added that Codejee Petrus, an 
Armenian lately arrived from Manilla, and 
an inhabitant of this place, had contracted 
with the French this very year for 30,000 dollars 
worth of goods upon freight; and that besides 
they had encouraged one Bassilio, a subject of 
Manilla to come hither and carry away the freighj 
from this place ; all which actions tend greatly to 
the damage of the Company with respect to their 
customs, and to the place itself, by encouraging 
foreigners and destroying the navigation of the 
English. He added that this evil had been long 
growing to the height it now is, and that as it is 
daily increasing, if the Board do not take some 
measures to prevent it, the commerce of Madras 
must inevitably fall away to nothing. 

" The matter being sometime debated, and the 
{Privileges granted the Armenians duly cijnsidered, 
they were called in and told thht it was the ex¬ 
press orders of the Company, that no inhabitant 

Madras should be allowed to impeart goods in 
any foreign settlement to the {Aejudice of the cus¬ 
toms of this place. Likewise that none under the 
English protection were to aid and assist other 
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Hittious in tlieir trade and navigation, to the detri¬ 
ment df the English. They affirmed tliat they 
never had done airy tiling of this kind'; but being 
presssed witli the importation of goods at Poudi- 
dierry, Codejee George assured the Board that he 
knew nothing of the doing of it till the goods 
were ashore and sold; and as to the contract 
with the French, Codejee Petrus told tliem that 
money came from Manilla for account of Spaniards 
there, and consigned to him and another Armenian 
upon the French Ship, and that his orders w$re to 
return it on the same Ship. 

“ They were thm ordered to withdraw, and 
after some small debate it was agreed to overlook 
what was past, but to let them know that if they 
.were guilty of such practices for the future, they 
should be proceeded against with the utmost 
rigour, in compliance with the orders of our 
Honorable Masters. Th^ were called in accord¬ 
ingly, and told the ^solution of the Board ; to 
uhich they promised due obedienee ” 

“ Wednesday, 20th May, 1724. The Armenians 
not taking warning by the late orders given them 
at the Board, but growing more insolent-; and 
having since engaged with one Agostinho Bassilio, 
who is a Spaniard and come to this place, where 
he has ofl'ered freight at a lower rate" than has for 
many years b&n customoiy, to the vast prejudice 
of the trade and navigation of this place; it was 
proposed t8 put a stop to such proofings ; but 
this being a matter of great moment, after some 
debate about the methods to bo used in such a 
case, the Board thought lit to'defer coming to a 
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resolution tliereupon till they had more fully con- 
siclei^^l it 

Tuesdfty, 26tli May, Tlie Board then 

resumed the debate concerning the Armenians, 
and the Manilla freight, which was deferred the 
last consultation day; and it was agreed by the 
whole Board that, if some measures were not taken 
to prevent it, the trade of this place would be en¬ 
tirely lost to the English and given to Foreigners. 
But as the Company have given great immunities 
to tl&t set of men, it was urged that we could not, 
without infringing those privileges, prevent their 
trading on the best terms they could. To which 
it was replied that the contract mentioned was an 
obsolete one; and that even at that time it was 
made the Company complained that the circum-. 
stances of the times obliged them to grant greater 
immunities than they would otherwise have done, 
and that probably when those circumstances 
should be altered they might make some altera¬ 
tions therein ; by which it appeared, the Company 
themselves did not thoroughly approve of the grant¬ 
ing such privileges. It was added upon this side 
that the Armenians had long ago forfeited the 
privileges granted them, by carrying on their trade 
to and from Europe on the Danes’ ships, and now 
more recently by contracting with the. French 
and Spaniards, directly contrary *to the con¬ 
ditions on which these concessions were made 
them. It was further added on the'same side, 
that the Company do covenant and agree with their 
servants, and Free Mercliants whom they per¬ 
mit to reside in* India, that they shall have 
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all manner of freedom in their trade, but that' 
if ever •they think fit to order any of their own 
ships to firnght voyages, they do ex\)ect to be 
first served, and our ships after them. From 
whence it is reasonable to suppose, if they will 
insist upon the first plan themselves, we ouglit to 
be and are allowed the second; or otherwise we 
should be on a much worse foundation than any set 
of men in India, and obliged to leave off all trad¬ 
ing ; being under traded by the natives on the one 
hand and obliged to prefer tlie Company’s Ships 
on the other. Upon the whole of the debates, 
which was continued for a considerable time, it 
was unanimously agreed and ordered, that the 
inhabitants of Madras shall not be allowed to freight 
to Manilla aTiy goods or money belonging to this 
place on any foreign ship before the English ship 
is laden.” 

The following complaint addressed to the Go¬ 
vernment of Fort St.*George on the 8th June, 
1734, by Mr. 'Drake, a member of Council, is worth 
preserving as illustrative of the times. 

“ Honorable Sirs, 

“ I am to acquaint ymi that on Tuesday night 
last about 10 o’clock, a Musteez belonging to ship 
“ Moylip,” did in the open street assault and moat 
barbaronoly beat one of my servants. As soon as 
I was informed of the same, I sent a civil message 
to him by my Dubash, and only desired to be ac¬ 
quainted vvfth bis reasons; but instead of having the 
least reply from him he returned to me my Dubash 
very much beaten, and had the insolence to follow 
him with blows to my veiy ddbr. I then could 
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do no other than send for the Guard, who aocord" 
ingly came and secured him for the remairtder of 
the night. ' 'this no sooner was-done, but Captain 
Hill, the Commander of the Ship this young of¬ 
fender belongs to, came to my house and in a most 
indecent manner addressed himself to me ; telling 
me 1 had forfeited gll good manners, and had sent 
a better gentleman than myself on the Guard, and 
that my CounceUorship was my only protection for 
so doing, and only on that presumption 1 had 
dared to do it, and that it was well for me I had 
such a protection to skreen me from his immediate 
resentment. In short Captain Hills language and 
manners throughout were very foul and rude, 
and such as I believe your- Honours upon 
examination will find ought neither to be given 
or taken, especially as I had only done my duty, 
and taken no more privilege than the meanest of 
your inhabitants may, to quell a riot in the pro- 
perest manner 1 could. I hhuuld have been very 
glad if Captain Hill would have recollected liim- 
self the next morning, that 1 might not have given 
your Honors this trouble; but as he persists, and 
will make roe no acknowledgment, 1 am strictly 
obliged to make this application, and do believe 
you will find 1 merited better usage than Cap¬ 
tain Hill was pleased to bestow on me. , But this 
I refer to your determination.” 

It may be gratifying to hear that Captain Hill, 
rfter much expostulation, was induced’to make an 
apology. 

The following entries are worth preserving on 
account of their historical value. They seem to refer 
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to a confederation of different Nabobs in Southern 
India, hicludiug SadatuUa Khan, Nabob of Arcot, 
against the power oi Cbecn Kulich Khan, Nizam 
of the llekkan. Also to a struggle between two 
Mussulman chiefs for the possession of Gii\jee. 

“ Wednesday, 1st July, 1724. The President 
informed the Board, that yesterday he received 
private advices from the country that in a late 
engagement near Aurungabad, wherein the Nabobs 
of this side of the country were most of them 
joined against Cheen Kulich Khan, this latter*faud 
gained a complete victory. Galib Khan, com¬ 
mander of the forces sent against him by our 
Nabob, being killed; as was likewise Falum Kluui 
son to Abdul Nabbce Khan, and almost all the 
(jhief Officers in the Army. Sheik Mahmud Khan, 
Nabob of Hyderabad, was likewise wounded and 
his life despaired of. These letters add that a de¬ 
tachment of Cheen Kulich Klian’s army, amoimting 
to about 16,000 men. Were on their march to seize 
Sattingurra, one of the passes into the Carnatta 
country, which had occasioned our Nabob to 
march to secure it; in order to which he was 
levying forces with the utmost expedition and at 
very extravagant rates. Further advices say that 
Abdul Nabbec Khan was marched against Fyrc 
Khan, to Jake possession of the Ginjee country ; 
and that we mip;ht'shortly expect an account of 
the engagement from those parts.” 

“ Friday,*]6th July, 1724. The President-pro* 
(bleed another lettei!, giving us an account that 
there had happened a very bloody engagement be¬ 
tween Abdul Nabby Khan and Fyrc Khan, in 
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wliicli the former was killed ami the latter mortally 
wounded, and that there were upwards of’l 2,000 
men eut off in the cnj'agementj That upon this, 
our Nabob was inarched to take possession of the 
Ginjee country, imagining that after such a vast 
loss neither side will be able to oppose him j that 
Oheeil Kulich Khan* on his march to this side of 
the country, and a detachment of his army con¬ 
sisting of 15,000 men, is now encamped at 15 
leagues distance from Hyderabad, in their way 
hither, followed by himself with the main body. 

“ The President added that there are remaining 
of Abdul Nobby Khan’s family, 23 persons, whicli 
are all resolved to maintain their right to the 
Ginjee country or die, so that there is little likeli¬ 
hood of these parts being settled again in peace 
for a long time.” 

“ Wednesday, 22nd July 1721. There being 
a largo quantity of Madeira wine in the Godowns, 
it was proposed to disposfe of some part thereof. 
But the Persian Empire being so much disturbed, 
and the Afghansf besciging Shiraz, it was re¬ 
solved, not to sell any Madeira yet, it being very 
unlikely that we should have any wine fram Persia 
this year, and consequently the price of Madeira 
will rise wluch is now very low.” 

About this time a crime was, committjd at Port 


* In the records he is styled Nissa Mulmuloch, who 
is said to be the same as “ Chicklys Khan'.’’ There can¬ 
not however be the slightest dou'ot of his identity. 

+ The Afghans are here entitled “ Ophgoons” in the 
RecoffU. Of course in this, as in other sindlar cases, wo 
have modernized tlfe spelling. 
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St. David, wliioh is worthy of some notice. A' 
Giinnef was living with a Portuguese woman; and 
one evening an Ensign of the Oarrisoft made the 
Gunner drunk apparently forthepurpose of seducing 
the woman. The Gunner however awoke from his 
dnmken stupor, and after much altercation shot the 
Ensign dead. Many of the details are* unfit 
for our columns, but the following extracts from 
the depositions are curious illustrations of the 
Garrison life of the period. We must premise that 
the Gunner’s name was Jens Pitterson ; the^n- 
eign who was murdered was named Edward Key. 

“ Jens Pitterson declares, that the 2nd of Oc¬ 
tober 172't, about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, he 
came from shooting ; at which time Ensign Edward 
Key asked him what game he had got; to which 
he replied he saw nothing worth shooting, and so 
came home immediately. Afterwards Jens Pit¬ 
terson declares ho went home to eat, and when he 
had done Ensign EdvvaVd Key asked him, the said 
Jens Pitterson, to go to his room to drink a dram 
with him. To which the said Pitterson replied, 
that he was-not used to drink and could noi bear 
liquor, and therefore desired to be excused; but 
after many ]>ersue$ions the said Jens Pitterson 
declares he went to Ensign Edward Key’s room, 
and thera di.ank with the Ensign two drams! 
After which thfe said Jens Pitterson says he retired 
into his own room, and that Ensign Edward Kqr 
about half ah hour after followed him to his oyrif 
room ; when the Ensign told him, the said Jens 
Pitterson, that he wanted a companion to g%with 
him to Bengal; for that his pay was going to be 
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reduced, and he ehonld he obliged to ask for his 
dischai'ge. To which Jens Pittersoii eiiyedie re¬ 
plied; that tie had -no occasion to leave tlio jihice 
wlule he was maintained ; but that if he was 
discharged he must seek his livelihood where he 
could. Upon which Ensign Edward Key shook 
the said Jens I’itterson by the hand, and said to 
him “ Comrade you must go tdong with me and 
then they fell to drinking in Pittorsou’s room to 
such an excess, that the said Jens I’ittei'son de- 
clardh he knows not what he did afterwards, only 
that some of the guard told him this morning that 
the Ensign had beat him. 

“Guliebuo 1). Eoznrio, Sentry from 12 to 2 o’clock 
over the gate, deposes that about half an hour 
after one o’clock in the morning, Jons Pitterson^ 
Ounner of Trepopolore Guard, waked in liquor, 
and asked Ensign Key what he was doing. Some¬ 
time after Jens Pitterson took his cutlace, which 
the Ensign seeing, retired into his own room and 
shut the door. Upon which Jens Pitterson enraged 
oalled^t, and fell a cutting and slashing the bai-s 
of the mnsign’s windows. But Jens Pittereon find¬ 
ing ho could not come to the Ensign with his cut- 
lace; went to his room and brought a gun Where¬ 
upon the Deponent declares Ensign Key threatened 
.fens Pitterson, that if he did not retire^from the 
window, he would fire upon him without waiting 
‘for orders ; and that he the deponent called 
mt to the Seqeonts mid Goryorals who 
awaked, but were afraid tef seize the said Jens 
PitteiSBOU because he had a loaded gun in liis hand. 
Whereupon Ensign Edward Key came to the 
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window of his room, and bidding ■ Jens Pittersofi 
be gone to sleep, the said Jens Pitterson fired his 
gun in at the window, and shot Tiim ; Which alarm¬ 
ed the guard, but they dared not seize him be¬ 
cause he had got another loaded piece by him ; 
therefore they waited till he fell asleep when they 
seized and bound him.” 

It came out in the evidence that the pay of the 
Ensign was only nine pagodas a month, and that 
of the gunner only six pagodas. It will be suffi¬ 
cient to say that the prisoner was sent to Fort St. 
George for trial, but the judgment subsequently 
passed does not appear in the records. 

The administration of Governor Elwick was 
now drawing to a close. The last event in his 
administration worth recording, is an enquiry 
into tlie barbarous comluet of some peons who 
were sent to St. Thome to ari'est a man named 
Anconah for debt. As all the facts were fully 
proved, it will be sufficient if wo simply publish 
the complaint of Anconah, and the punishment 
awarded to the accused. The petition is dated 
10th November 1724. 

“ The petition of Godee Anconah. 

“ Humbly showeth, 

“ That on Saturday night, three of the Com- 
pany’s-peons came to my lodgings at St. Thomd; 
and told me your 'Honor sent for me. To which 
I replied. I wouhl wait on your Honor directly? 
But one of the peons called Annapah, took hol^ 
of my liand, and dr«,w his sword, and womided me 
in the side. After that he and the other two 
carried mo into the yard, and mv of tliem put my 
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Rend under-his arm and cut the tip of my ears and 
took my jewels. My mother-in-law, seehig what 
they did, asked them why they us^ me so ill. 
At which one of them drew his sword and cut my 
mother-in-law on the neck. Then one of my man- 
servants, seeing me so cruelty used, begged them 
to let me alone. One of them presently eut off 
his hand and gave him a wound on the head; and 
after that they gave me several wounds on my 
belly and breast; then they beat all my woman 
servants and brought me into the streets, kicking 
and beating me on the belly. Then bringing 
me half way to Madras they overset mo, 
beating and kicking me very basely; and thinking 
that they had killed me, they put their hands 
to my nose to feel if I was breathing, or whe¬ 
ther I was dead or alive. Then they brought me 
before your Honor, who was pleased to order 
Doctor Pitcher to dress my wounds, who told me 
that if I had stayed but fouf hours longer without 
a Doctor I had been a dead man. 

“ I can assure your Honor and Council that I 
never #ronged the Company, or am indebted to any 
body; but am a free merchant,'and pay the Com¬ 
pany’s customs for my Merchandize. I am still 
very weak in my body and limbs, therefore leave 
ii wholly to your Honor and Council to see your 
poor petitioner righted, and the Offenders punished, 
according to your Honor and Conncil’s pleasure.” 
^ Governor Elwick and Council entered upon a 
long and careful examination y>f aU the circum¬ 
stances connected with this ontrage. In the first 
instance tht^r resolved that the effects of An- 
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napali and the two other peons should be confis¬ 
cated ond sold, in order to recompense the man 
who had lost hia hand; ond that tlte three cri¬ 
minals should stand in the piUory and have their 
cars cut off, and slvould then be whipped out of 
the bounds. Meantime however Aga Mogheen, 
the Governor of St. Thome, interceded in behalf of 
the prisoners, and begged that they might be par¬ 
doned ; and accordingly, in order to prevent the 
a/l'air from being represented to the Nabob of 
Arcot in such a way as might prove troubteome 
to the Madras Government, it was resolved that 
the sentence should only be put in force against 
Annapah ; and that the two other peons, who 
had only acted under his orders, should be 
discharged. Annapah however appears to have 
been an influential member of the Left Hand 
Caste, and the Heads of the whole of that 
Caste appeared before, the Board and begged 
that a line might b*. substituted for corpond 
punishment. Accordingly it was determined that 
Annapah should pay the following. To An- 
conah, whose jewels had been taken from his cars 
but whose circumstances were good, and who de¬ 
sired a public acknowledgment of the crime, An¬ 
napah was required to pay 300 pagodas. The 
manservant who lost his hand, being a much in- 
flirior person, wonM have received less ; but con¬ 
sidering that he had been disabled from getting a 
livelihood, ‘nit w'as thought necessary to give hii^ 
such a sum ns might maintain him, or at least put 
him in a way of living easy for the rest of his 
life,” and therefore he was to rcoeive 200 pagodas. 
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'/wo other pcitions who were hurt were to bo paid 
60 pagodas each. Finally, in order that Amiapah 
might mate public reparation, for his crime, 
“ it was agi'eed to fine him further 200 pagodas, 
to be lodged in the Corporation Cash towards 
keeping the bridges in repair.’’ 

On the 18th qf January 17 25, Mr. Elwink resign¬ 
ed the President’s chair, and shortly afterwards re- 
tnnicdto England; and Mr. James Macrae of 
Glasgow notoriety assumed the Government of 
Fort^St. George. 



383 


HISTOKY or MADRAS. 




CHAPTER XXXIU. 

«OVEKNOBSHIP OP MB. JAMES MACEAE. 

1726—26. 

Mr. James Macrae, Governor of Port St. Geoi^e 
and all the English Settlements on the Coast of 
Coromandel from 1736 to 1730, was one of those 
remarkable men who rose from poverty to afftience 
at the time when large fortunes were still a novelty 
in the commercial world. The annals of his Go¬ 
vernment will thus derive additional interest from 
his extraordinary career, especially in the eyes of 
j those of our readers who come from those parts of 
Scotland where his name and memory are still pre¬ 
served in local traditions. Accordingly, before 
entering upon the records of his government, it 
may be interesting t» glance at such particulars 
respecting his origin as may be gathered from 
stories which are still current in Glasgow and 
Ayr.* 


* Some interesting particulars concerning Governor 
Macrae and his family, and the mode in which he dis¬ 
posed of his fortune after his return from India, were 
published some years ago in the “ Ayrshire Observer," 
and have been plao^l at the disposal of the compiler of 
these annals. It is curious to notice that all who have 
.attempted tij ooUeot the traditions respecting this ex¬ 
traordinary man, dwell especially upon the fact that Ms 
Governorship of Madras, and indeM lus whole Indian 
career, is a perfect blank. This blank will therefore 
now bo filled up for the first time. 
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''Mr. James Macrae was born in Ayrshire about 
the latter part of the reign of mori'y king Chnrles. 
His parents ’frore of the :^ery lowtsst class, and ho 
himself whilst a boy is said to have been employed 
in looking after cattle. His father however died 
whilst James Macrae was still very young; and his 
mother then removed with her son to the town of 
Ayr; where they lived in a little thatched cottage 
in the suburbs, and where the poor widow gained 
her living as a washerwoman. Here young 
Macraae added something to his mother’s earnings 
by running messages ; but at the same time seems 
to have picked up some little education by means 
only known to Scotchmen. He 'appears however 
to have grown tired of tliis monotonous life whilst 
still a boy. Ayr was a seaport, and it is easy to, 
understand how a young man, endowed with the 
energy which Macrae subsequently proved himself 
to possess, should have imbibed a keen desire to 
embark in the adventiurous tiading of the time, and 
finally have turned his back upon the poverty of 
home and run off to sea. 

Forty years passed away before Macrae returned 
to his nrtive land; and it is generally believed that 
throughout the whole of that period he held no 
communication whatever with his relations or his 
home. Meantime his sister married a carpenter 
named MacGKure, who was also’ in ‘great request 
as a violin player at kirns and weddings, and was 
consequently known as “Fiddler MacGruire.” 
I’he poverty of these people mSy be gathered from 
the fact that the childi’en of MacGruire were on 
one occasion seen srying for bread, whilst their 
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mother had left the house to try and borrow a loaf. 
]5nt 'fro shall have moro partiAdars of this family 
to relate hereafter. For the present wo must 
confine oursclvcis-io the career of Mr. Macrae. 

The early events in the seafaring life of the 
young runaway must wb fear for over remain un¬ 
known. We can learn nothing of him till about 
1720, whi^n he must already have been thirty years 
in Indiif, and is simply alluded to as Captain 
Macrae. Most probablji ho had risen to the com¬ 
mand of a vessel in |jie country trade, and had 
undertaken voyages to Sumatra, Pegu, and China. 
It appears however that jie harfheen successful in 
gaining the confidence of, his Honorable-Masters, 
for he was subsecpicntly sent on a special mission 
. to the English settlement on the West Coast of 
Sumatra, to reform the many abuses which pre¬ 
vailed at that settlement. Here he axKpiitted him¬ 
self in such a manner as to ensure his appointment 
to a high post. He ^ected savings to the extent 
of nearly 00,000 pagodas, or about £25,000 per 
annum; and at the same time carried out such re¬ 
forms as promised a very large increase in the sup¬ 
ply of pepper. Accordingly the Directortl* ordered 
that on leaving the West Coast he should be ap¬ 
pointed Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, 
imd thus stand next in succession to the Govern¬ 
ment of Fort lSt. tJeorge. The retirement of Mr 
E hvick led to Mr. Macrae’s advancement to the 
latter post'sooner than could have been expectesJ. 
He returned from fhe West Coast towards the end 
of 1724, and without proceeding to Fort St. 
David, at oncu took his scat a? second Member of 
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Council at Fort St. Qeorge. At last on the 18th 
of January, 1735, the son of the poor washerwo¬ 
man of Ityr took his place af (lovemor of the 
Madras Presidency. The proceedings on that 
occasion are thus lucorded in the consultations. 

“ Monday, 18th January, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent (James Macrae, Bsq.,) opened this consulta¬ 
tion by telling the Board that, as this was the 
hrst time of their meeting since his taking the 
chair, he thought it would not be improper to ac¬ 
quaint them of his resolutions; of which the prin¬ 
cipal was, that he would prosecute the Company’s 
interest to the utmost, and endeavoiu: to retrieve 
the abuses that had crept into the management of 
ihoir ntfairs. He added that he was determined 
not to interrupt in any manner the commerce of 
the place, but that all the inhabitants both Whites 
and Blacks, the Free Merchants as well as the 
Company’s Smants, should have free liberty of 
trade, and that he should expect the same freedom 
from interruptions in what he should undertake; 
that he would endeavour to be as agree^ible to the 
Gentlemen as any of his predecessors, but that he 
was determined to maintoiu the privileges and im¬ 
munities belonging to the President; and he con¬ 
cluded by saying, that he expected a ready assist- 
»aice from them in the pursuit of the above 
resolutions, which was accordingly promised.” 

Before proceeding with the annals of Mr. 
^acrae’s administration, it may be as well to re¬ 
mark that he was emphatically a commercial Go¬ 
vernor and a most laborious administrative re¬ 
former. I’he relations with the Nabob of Arcot 
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remained nnidtered, and what may be called thcf 
domestic incidents of the Presidency are few in 
number. But in all matters connected Trith the 
trade of the place, the reduction of the expendi¬ 
ture, the improvement of the revenues, the super¬ 
vision of the mint, and the administration of 
justice, his proceedings are distinguished by an 
indefatigable industry, a display of strong sense, 
and above all by a fullness of record far beyond 
those of any of his predecessors. Nothing appeared 
too large or too small for Governor Matrac. 
Everything received his attention in turn, from 
such matters of detail as the sorting of cloths and 
the better preparation of the consultation books, 
up to the most didicult and complicated questions 
connected with the coinage, the customs, the quit 
rent, or the very doubtful ciises of appeal from the 
Mayor’s Court. Like most men who have risen 
from nothing, he was arbitrary and occasionally 
harsh t owards his sqjiordinatcs ; but he proved 
himself a valuable servant to the Company, whose 
orders he rigidly respected ; and no records which 
have as yet fallen into our hands throw more light 
upon the internal administration of Port Saint 
George. 

Our first extract seems to illustrate the deter¬ 
mination of the new Governor to support his own 
dignity. 

“ Monday, 22nd Pebruary, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent acquaiated the Board that Pondy Chettv 
Kistna, a person who was formerly whipped out 
of Port St. David for practices against the Govern¬ 
ment, and afterwards banished ftom hence for tlie 
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%ame crime; but who had lately ventured again 
without leave, and had wrote a letter into the 
country, wherein he tells his correspondent several 
tilings of the President very much to his dis¬ 
honour ; .which coming to his knowledge had oc¬ 
casioned him to confine the said Pondy Chetty 
Kistna. The letter was produced, and the Board 
unanimously agreed that he ought to suller very 
severely and his imprisonment was confirmed.” 
This letter is unfortunately not entered in the re¬ 
cords ; otherwise it might have thrown some light 
upon the assumed faults of the Governor. 

The first important matter which received the 
attention of Governor Macrae was that of the coin¬ 
age of rupees at the Madras mint. Jt seems that 
the Native chiefs had awakened to the profit dcriis- 
ed by the Madras Govemme»t from the coinage of 
rupees ; and accordingly they had not only set up 
mints of their own, but about this time they con¬ 
trived to make more rupees out of the same 
quantity of silver, than were made by the Com¬ 
pany. Por instance out of every hundred ounces 
of silver, the mints at St. Thome and Arcot turn¬ 
ed out to the merchant Eupees 266, annas 14; 
whilst the mint in Port St. George only turned out 
Eupees 257, annas 7. Thus the merchant obtain¬ 
ed nine rupees seven annas mqre for hie hundred 
ounces of silver at St. Thome and Arcot t^u he 
could obtain at Port St. George. In other words 
ihe Madras rupee was two ppr cent* dearer than 
the rupee of Arcot or of St, Thome. The conse¬ 
quence was that the merchants preferred coining 
their silver at tho'lattcr mints; and the Company 
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found its customs decreasing. ..Accordingly Go* 
vevnoTjJilacrae directed Mekrs. Ktt, Benyon, and 
Bmmcrson, to enquire into the whohi matter. Their 
report is accordingly entered in the consultations, 
but it is not only intricate but devoid of interest 
to the general reader. The substance of it, ren¬ 
dered as clear as we can make it, appears to be 
as follows. 

At St. Thoind, Avcot, and Covelong the charge of 
custom and coinage had fonnerly been 85 rupees 
per thousand; viz. 15 rupees custom to ••the 
Nabob and 20 rupees for mint charges. Both 
however had been recently reduced, the Nabob’s 
custom to 10 rupees and thd mint charges to 11 
rupees : thus the custom and coinage were only 21 
rupees per thousand, instead of 85 rupees as hereto¬ 
fore. It seems however that the mint charges were 
only nominally 11 rupees per thousand ; and that 
actually they were 14 rupees, as may be seen from 
the following table. 

Bs. 

Cliarcoal for making the powder.. I J 

Waste in melting. 8§ 

Pots. i 

Flatting the bullets. | 

Chopping. 4 

To which was added 

• . . Ks. 

BriJumns for their care. } 

Uolosmiths. | 

Gold washers.... 11 

Be. <14 per thousand. 
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This amount was made up thus. Eveiy 800 
ounces of silver ought to have made 974 jrupees, 
whereas these mints only paid out 971 rupees; 
the difference of three rupees being about the 
same as the difference between 11 rupees and 14 
rupees per thousand. Again there Was a deprecia¬ 
tion of weight of one rupee eleven annas per 
thousand, atiid another d^reciation of standawi of 
nine rupees per thousand ; making an additional 
profit of ten rupees eleven annas per thousand. 
This fraud had been ifttroduced ever since the re¬ 
duction of custom and chiirges from 35 rupees, to 
21 per thousand; and it had proved successful, 
inasmuch as these native mints paid out their 
rupees by tale and not' by weight, and the differ¬ 
ence was so slight as to render their rupee as good 
in the market as the rupee of Port St. George. • 
The custom and charges on the Madras rupee 
were as follows, two per cent, or 20 per thousand 
to the Company, and two per cent or 20 per 
thousand to the mint. Thus making 40 rupees 
per thousand. 

The 20 per thousand mint charges were distri¬ 
buted as follows. Pirst Hi per thousand for char¬ 
coal, w.aste, pots, flatting, and chopping, as in the 
St. Thomd and Arcot mints j and the remaining 
61- ns follows :— 

Supers. 

Brahmins for their care SJ 

Goldsmiths SI 

Gold washers 24 

Other mint charges as above HJ 

Iliipees...20 per tfeousaud. 



890 


MISTOBY or MADRAS. 


tirss—M. 


It will be seen by the following resolution thaS, 
Ooveraor Macrae endeavoured to put matters to 
rights,— 1st,By prohibiting the export of silver from 
the Company’s bounds, and thus compelling the 
merchants to coin their silver at Fort St. George; 
Sndly, By lowering the Company’s custom i per 
cent and the mint charges i per cent, or altogether 
10 rupees per thousand. Henceforth then the 
custom and charges at Madras would be 30 rupees 
j)er thousand ; whilst the custom and charges at 
St. Thome, Arcot, and Covelong would be nomi¬ 
nally 21 rupees per ihousand, hut actually 31 ru¬ 
pees 11 annas per thousand. The original entry 
will serve to render the subject more intelligible. 

“ Monday, 8th March, 1726. Messrs. Pitt, 
Bouyon, and Bramerson deliver in a report of the 
coinage, together with an account of the charges 
and customs collected at our Mint, and those in 
the countiy ; as likewise an account of the pro¬ 
duce of a huTulred ounces of silver of the fineness 
of the llupee in our and St. Thome Mints. 

“ This matter being fully debated it was upon 
the whole agreed, that no silver except rupees 
shall be permitted to be exported to any part of 
the coast of Coromandel under penalty of confisca¬ 
tion, half to the informer and half to the Com¬ 
pany ; anjl the Secretary do give notice hereof af 
all the public places in the town. 

“ As by the calculates and reports abovemen- 
tioned, it appfcars that our rupee is two per ceut.i 
dearer to the merchants than the St. Thomd and 
Arcot rupee; it was further argued that we ought 
to find out some method to lessen the charge of 
coinacre, that so wc may bring it nearer to a par 



iras-HW HISTOBY OF MADRAS. 3!)1. 

with the couHtry coin; and it appearing that the 
Brahmins actnaJly indisbursc Hi rupees par thou¬ 
sand, and that they must have something besides 
for tlieir trouble, it was plain tlieir custom could 
not be reduced above a i per cent; which not 
being sufficient it was agreed to strike off a half 
per cent likewise from the custom paid the 
Company ; which* it is hoped will be approved 
by the Honorable Court of Directors for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons. 

‘•First, that the present charge of coinage being 
4 per cent in our Mint, and but 21 per thousand 
in the St. Thoind Mint, nobody will bring any 
silver to ns, but on the contrary carry it away 
thither ; but that when our custom is reduced to 
three per cent, the difference will be so much less 
that probably we may have the greatest part of the 
coinage return to us, especially since our nipee is 
in greater esteem in the country than theirs. 

“ Secondly, that we slilill receive orders from 
Europe in two years; and if our llouorablo 
Masters shall disapprove hereof, which we cannot 
believe they will, it may be laid on again. 

“ Thirdly, that at preset the revenue is sunk to 
almost nothing, so that Mould no more silver be 
voined hero than has been for sometime past, the 
difl'erence will be very inconsiderable^, whereas 
should we hereby regain the coinage it will be 
very apparently advantageous to thejUompany. 

“ Lastly, that the Company will save i per cent 
m the coinage of their own silver; which ns we 
coin one-tliird gqperally of what goes down to the 



392 


HISTOBY or MADBtS. 


117K-26. 


Bay, will very aear if not over compensate for tUd 
reduction of the custom on other silver. 

“ These being tjic causes why it is thought ne¬ 
cessary to lessen tlie charge of the coinage, it was 
recommended to the President to talk with the 
Mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement 
for lowering the charge agreeable to the above 
resolve, which he accordingly promised.” 

How far the Government order respecting the 
exportation of silver was regarded by the Madras 
merchants may be gathered from the following 
entry. 

“ Tuesday, 30th March, 1725. Two parcels of 
silver having been seized last night upon some 
shroffs, who were carrying it out of the bounds, 
contrary to the late order affixed at all the gates 
ahd in all the languages, so that the proprietors 
could not pretend ignorance ;—agreed that it be 
confiscated ; and Mr. llubban offering to take it 
at 16.i dollars for ten jwgodas, the Secretary was 
ordered to weigh it off to him'and receive the 
money, which is to be divided agreeably to the said 
order at the gates, half to the Company and 'half 
to the informer.” 

The following petitlon«s interesting from illus¬ 
trating the mode in which private property was 
originally acquired in the Madras Presidency. If 
was received by tiro Government on the 30th of 
March, 172.5. 

“ To the Ihonorablo James Macrae, Esq. 

President and Governor of Fort St. George. 

" The humble petition of Maria Pols, Widow, 
showeth, That a few years after, the Honorable 
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• Company's settlement here, a great many inhabi¬ 
tants, and your petitioner’s grand father, planted 
gardens without any title thereto from the then 
President and Council. Some*of their poslerity 
have sold this ground and gardens as their own, 
some part to the inhabitants to build on, and 
some still onjoy it themselves ; several have also 
since his Honor Harrison’s time planted gardens 
without any title, and enjoy them ns their own. 
But your petitioner’s grand fatlier, believing it 
proper to have a title to his garden, and having 
theu an interest with the Honorable the President, 
Council, and Gentlemen in the place was promised 
the title; but in the interim he died, and his son 
his successor, being soft and illiterate, lost his 
father’s interest, but got a cowle from the Honora¬ 
ble the Prosidout and Council for thirty-one yearij, 
contrary to his father’s request and desire ; and if 
he had not troubled the llonorable President and 
Council for a cowle, might have enjoyed it as 
the rest have done, him And his heirs for ever. 
All this your petitioner was unacquainted with 
till the time was expired. Your poor petitioner 
having built a house, planted trees, and brought 
the garden to a vast perfection, this your petitioner 
laid before the then President, how simply the sou 
qf the deceased managed it; to insist on a cowle 
but for 31 years, when the rest liavejever since 
enjoyed the same as their own‘and heirs for 
ever. 

’ “ Now the Honorable Pr^ident and Council 
compassionately took this, your petitioner’s case, 
into consideration ; and rented said house and 
' 50 
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Garden fo your petitioner ; it being extremeljt' 
hard, after living built the house and brought 
the garden into perfection, to lose all^your peti¬ 
tioner having no Other snbsistance. This Garden 
your petitioner has rented of the Honorable Com¬ 
pany ever since the expiration of the cowle. 

“ Tour petitioner is now informed that said 
house and garden is 'to be put up at outcry to 
rent; if so it is an immediate ruin to your poor 
petitioner, it being your petitioner’s only subsist¬ 
ence ; she, having ho habitation or place of al^pde, 
most humbly begs your Honor will, out of your 
abundant clemency and goodness, look upon this 
your petitioners case with compassion, and suffer 
her to rent said house and garden as usual, as she 
answers yearly the income of the garden to the 
Honorable Company. If not your petitioner will 
be retluced to extreme want and misery. There¬ 
fore humbly begs your Honor will eontinue your 
poor petitioner to rent said house and garden, and 
as in duty bound shall^ver pray.” 

Governor Macrae however showed himself to be 
a stem man, not easily moved by petitions whether 
from widows or from any one else. Accordingly 
the prayer of Maria Pois was rejected, and it was 
agreed that her fann should be put up to public 
outcry. 

Our nejrt extract^ shows that the arbitrary order 
for prohibiting "the exportation of silver was- now 
extended to gold. 

“ Tuesday,* 6th April. The President acquaintv 
ed the Board that several shoes of gold* had been 


A “ shoe of gold” was ten thousand pagodas. 
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' lately carried out of the bounds, which he believed 
was to be coined at St. Thpmd ; and therefore he 
proposed that an order should be made prolubiting 
any gold, except what is wrought or ready coined, 
shall bo carried out of the bounds under penalty 
of confiscation, the one half to the Company and 
the other to the informer ; which is agreed to and 
the Secretary ordered to affix a note at the gates 
accordingly.” 

It will be seen from the following entry how the 
ocenpations of the Governors in the olden time 
differed from those of the more aristocratic Presi¬ 
dents of modern times. 

“Monday, 21st June. The President and 
Council met in the Sorting Godown, and examined 
the Fort St. David Cloth, which proved pretty 
good. They also examined several parcels of what 
was brought to be sorted here, which they found 
for the generality amended in the number of 
threads, but so thin that jt was not fit for the 
Company’s use.” 

The following extract shows that Governor 
Macrae was learning a lesson in free trade. 

“ Saturday, 3rd July, 1725. The prohibition 
some time since laid on the exportation of silver 
and gold into the country, which was then thought 
for the benefit of our Honorable Rasters, having 
been now found to occasion a general stagnation 
of trade, and likewise to have fallen the price of 
‘silver very considerably, which will in the main 
vastly overbalance the gain by the coinage. 

“ Agreed that the said prohibition be taken off. 
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and that the Secretary do give pabhe notice therci 
of at the gates.” 

Our* next extracts, referring to th^ renting of 
the three out villages, will explain themselves. 

“ Saturday, July, 1725. The Lease of the 
Farms of Egmore, Persewauk, and Tandore being 
expired, the President informed the Board that he 
had received proposals from the present Renters, 
who had agreed to take them at the rent of 14,000 
pagodas, provided they might have them for ten 
years. But that if they could not have them for 
longer time than the former lease, they would 
give but one thousand pagodas per annum, be¬ 
cause that they actually lost in the last three 
years, though very plcntSful ones, six hundred pa¬ 
godas ; but that having a long lease, they might 
have some encouragement to improve the lands, 
which they shall not have in taking them only for 
three years, which being considered, it was agreed 
that they be lot on the above terms.” 

“ Monday, 12th liUyt The President informed 
the Board that he had got the old Renters of Eg- 
more, Persewauk, and Tandore, to give 1,450 
pagodas per annum for the rent of those villages 
for ten years riext ensuing; and that Poncala 
Kishna, the tobacco farmer, was security for the 
performance of agreements ; which being the ut¬ 
most he could raise the rent to, the Cowle was 
produced and signed to Kishna Seddec Chandra 
Seaca, and Chittombee.” 

The followiftg extract refers to almost the only 
difference which ever arose between Governor 
Macrae and the native powers. 
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“Monday, 23rdAu^t, 1725- Sometime since 
eight bales of goods being brought hither on one 
of our ships belonging to a Moorman, were at¬ 
tached for a debt due to Mr. Sitwell firom the said 
Moorman, who is since nin away to Covelong ; 
and the goods have been claimed by the Nabob as 
his, and bought for his account; which demand 
being now again repeated, it is agreed that since 
the Nabob declares the goods are his, it is better 
to let them go, than make miy dispute thereupon. 
Wh^efore the President is desired to write him 
that upon giving up the Moorman, and paying the 
Company’s customs, the goods shall be delivered 
to his order.” 

The Nabob however seems to have refused to 
deliver up the Moorman, or to pay the Company’s 
customs. A correspondence accordingly ensued 
which spread over the greeter part of a year; and 
was at length brought to a conclusion on the 21st 
July, 1726. We give the extract from the con¬ 
sultations of that day. 

“ The President represents to the Board that he 
had been long importuned by Nabob Sadutalla 
Khan, by pressing letters and frequent messages, 
to deliver up the eight bales of goods mentioned 
in Consultation held the 23rd August 1735, to 
Ijave been attached here by the creditors of Shaak 
Bonlaki for the payment of his debts,„as belong¬ 
ing to the said Shaak Bonlaki; hilt that the Na¬ 
bob continues to claim them as belonging to him- 
«elf, and insists peremptorily^ upon fheir being de¬ 
livered to him; and that without his demand 
is complied with, he, the President apprehends a 
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broach wilh him unavoidable; which 'in our prej 
sent circumstances would be of very great prejudice 
to the Company’s affairs. 

“ This matter ‘having been considered by the 
Board, and the consequences a breach at this time 
with the Nabob might produce having been duly 
weighed ; and it having likewise been admitted 
that the creditors of Shaak Bonlaki might have had 
reasons to believe that the eight bales in question 
did belong to him, yet the Nabob’s right to them 
could not be disproved ; and he continuing tq in¬ 
sist so very peremptorily upon having them de¬ 
livered to him, notwithstanding the President 
endeavours by repeated messages and many letters 
to prevail with him to suffer them to be sold 
for account of Shaak Bonlaki’s creditors. There 
Ijeing no prospect of prevailing with the Nabob, it 
is ordered that Mr. Turner do deliver to Nabob’s 
order the said eight bales of goods in dispute.” 

The following pcijury cases are worthy of being 
preserved, as showing Row false witnesses were 
punished in the olden time. 

“Friday, 10th Septeinbcs', 1725. In the exa¬ 
mination of Anconah’s affair one MagduMa Kistna 
confessed himself perjured, by a declaration under 
his own hand, whereupon he was ordered into con¬ 
finement ; and it is now ordered that he be Pillo; 
ried to-morrow at t^e usual hours, and afterwards 
whipped at the Choultry, and then released from 
his imprisonment.” 

A year afterwardj we find Governor Macraei 
still determined to put down peijury with a strong 
hand, lie had been engaged upon deciding upon 
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* long list of appeals from the Mayor’s Conrt, 
chiefly equity cases connected of course with wills, 
bonds, and«^spntes about property of all kinds. 
These interminable and compficated cases may 
have been interesting to the parties concerned, but 
present not a particle of interest now, beyond the 
fact that they are marked by contradictions, palpa¬ 
ble perjunes, forgeries, and oppressions of all kinds. 
Many of the cases were reversed byGovemorMacrae, 
whilst others were sent home to be adjudicated 
on by the Directors, and even to be tried in West¬ 
minster Hall; from which we may infer that the 
old stories of corruption in the Mayor’s Court, so 
frequent in the narratives of old travellers, were 
not without some foundation in truth. How far 
Governor Macrae was exasperated at this state of 
things may be gathered from the following punish¬ 
ment ordered upon another perjurer. 

“ Monday, 29th August, 1726. Ordered that 
Amagei-y for punishment of his crime of perjury, 
and for terror to all such abandoned villains, be 
remanded to the Choultry prison, and be thence 
conveyed to the Pillory every first day of the 
month for the next six months, and set upon it 
from ten to twelve o’clock ; and immediately after 
he is taken down from the Pillory to receive thirty- 
nine lashes each time at the whipping post, and 
be afterwards turned out of the bcjunds'with order 
never to return again under severe punishment.” 

The following extract respecting ,the circulation 
of false pagodas will explain itself. 

“ Monday, 27th September, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent informed the Board of a complaint the 
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Shroffs bad made to him, that vast quantities cff 
pn^od^s had been brought into the place lately, 
which were worse than Pagodamatt, a«d bore the 
Negapatam stamp so nicely counterfeited, that it 
was almost impossible to distinguish them ; and 
therefore he proposed that some metbbd should 
be taken to stop this evil, which beins for some 
time debated, it was agreed that the Sewetai'y do 
affix a note at the gates to give notice, that who¬ 
soever should be found bringing in such bad pa¬ 
godas, or offering them in payment, should be 
punished at the discretion of the Governor and 
Council, and the money be forfeited, one half to 
the informer and one half to the Company ; and 
that whatever shroff should find such pagodas 
should be obliged to carry them to some one of 
the Justices of the Choultry to be defaced, or if ho 
did not, he should be pilloricjl and whipped out 
of the bounds.” 

(Jovemor Macrae wqg far too fond of Commit¬ 
tees of inquiry to let such a matter pass without 
the most searching investigation. Accordingly 
about three weeks afterwards we find the follow¬ 
ing report entered in the consultations, which 
will be found interesting as illustrating the condi¬ 
tion of the country generally. 

“Monday, 18th October, 1726. The following 
report w!b prfcsen'ced to the Honorable James 
Macrae, Esq., the President and Governor of Port 
St George ami Council. 

“ Honorable Sir and* Sirs, 

“ Thu oomraittee you weir pleased to appoint. 
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to enquire into the business of the present current 
pagodas, and put a stop to an abuse which will 
at last bo attended with sucji dangerous conse¬ 
quences, do now humbly lay before you their pro¬ 
ceedings and opinion of the most proper remedy 
effectually to prevent this mischief without giving 
a shock to commerce. 

“ We find upon examining the shroffs that this 
has been a growing evil, introduced by the corrup¬ 
tion of the country Government in conniving at 
the circulation of any sort of pagodas, provided 
their profits fi'om those who have the liberty of 
coining them' are answerable ; and as this is so 
considerable an advantage to them ik is not 
from the Nabob we are to expect any relief. There¬ 
fore we thought it most proper to have the opinion 
of the merchants in general which method we 
should pursue; who on a meeting came to this re¬ 
solution, which we offer to yotfr honors ns what 
we likewise think sufticieht to answer the design, 
without risking a stagnation in the circulation. 

“ That five shops shall be appointed in the most 
convenient parts of the town, for the exchanging 
of all money which is necessary for the currency 
of the Bazar; in each of which must be placed, 
two shroffs, a gold smith, and a Company’s peon, 
whose stations are to be -changed* every day 
with power to cut or deface all such pagodas as 
are found to be bad. As to payments of large 
sums the merchants themselves will undoubtedly 
be cautious for their own security, and take such 
care as not to bo imposed upon in what they re 
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reive, by employing such shroffs in whose fidelity 
they way confide. 

“ George Mortsfn Pitt. 

“ Natlianiel Turner. 

“ Jlichard Benyon. 

“ John Emmersou.” 

“ The most convenient phices for the shops 
arc Jappa Chetty’s Street, Choultry Street, 
Mutala Pettah, I’ed'da Naick’s Pcttah, Jaga Mulla 
Street.” 

Another point which attracted the attention 'of 
Governor Macrae at this time is also worthy of 
some noticfi. For some years past different sums 
of money had been lodged in the Company’s cash 
chest at Fort St. George on account of the Jesuit 
Missionaries in Chinn ; for which the Government 
cf'Fort St. George, under orders from the Court 
of Directors, had allowed interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. In September 1725, Ii'ather 
Moriset at Fort. St. Di^vid wrote to Governor 
Macrae respecting a fwther deposit of cash, on the 
same tenns; but the economical President, having 
plenty of money in hand, considered that this 
would lie a favorable moment for reducing the 
yearly interest from six per cent, to five. The 
matter led to a Committee of inquiry into all the 
monies lodged in the Company’s chest at various 
times by tlfe Jesuit Missionaries in China. The 
following extracts from their report will be suffi¬ 
cient to explain., the state of affairs. It will be 
seen that the sums deposited were not to be re¬ 
turned ; the yearly interest paid being supposed to 
be a sutticient return, without any, repayment of 
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tlie principal. We must tlicreforc suppose that 
tlio sums lodged at Fort St. George w'ere, of the 
nature of an endowment to provide for the perpe¬ 
tual support of the Jesuit Missionaries in China. 
Our report from whence the following extracts are 
taken is dated 31st July 1726. 

“ To the Honorable James Macrae, F,sc|., 

President and Governor and Council of 
Fort St. George. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

‘ In pursuance of an order of Council, we lay 
before your Honors what orders have been re¬ 
ceived from the Honorable Court of Directors, re¬ 
lating to the receiving into the Company’s cash 
money from the Jesuit Missionaries in China at 
interest; together with an account of the several 
sums that have been hitherto received into ca4h 
for their account, and what has been writ by this 
Hoard to the Honorable Court of Directors on 
that subject. 

“ We find that the .sum of 10,000 pagodas was 
received into cash for their account the 8Jst 
A-Ugust 1721, but no interest to be paid them 
thereupon till the Company’s order should be had 
for that eliect. 

“ The Honorable ^Court of Directors in their 
general letter dated 26th April 1722 say as fol¬ 
lows. 

“ We have had application made us by Monsr. 
Ivabbe, agent for the French Jesuit Missionaries in 
China, to receive 10,000 pagodas of theirs into 
tmr cash at Fort St. George; that President Hast¬ 
ings had received the money conditionally to*wait 
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our ordere, tliough he had no occasion for any" 
having a flowing cash ; that said agent desires the 
money may remain in our cash and the proprietors 
to be for ever dispossest of the property thereof, 
on the Company’s yearly allowing them a reason¬ 
able interest. We have considered of the whole, 
and ill regard we sometimes have and at other times 
have not occasion to borrow money at Fort St. 
George; therefore we are willing to allow them a 
rertain interest of six per cent, though it is one 
more than we pay here per annum, and hopfe it 
will be to their satisfaction.” 

“ In consequence of which general letter a bond 
was executed by the Governor and Council, and 
delivered to the Agent to the said Missionaries, to 
pay them interest 6U0 pagodas per annum upon 
the sura of 10,000 pagodas received. 

“The 35th I'cliruary 1734 their agent paid 
into cash the further sum of 3,000 pagodas ; and 
the same day the Governor and Council delivered 
him a bond for six per cent, interest per annum 
upon it. 

The receipt of this sum was advised to England 
to which the Honorable Court answered as follows : 

“ Your letter advises that the Jesuits in China 
have by their attorney offqfcd to deposit in our 
cash with you a sum of money, which you intend 
to receive iliid give bond to pay six per cent, per 
annum for it. Padre de Goville, lately returned to 
Europe, has by writing requested of us to receive 
10,000 pagodas into> our cash, and to pay the 
Missionaries for it 600 pagodas a year, which we 
have agreed to.” 
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It would thus appear that at this time the Com¬ 
pany had agreed to rceeive in all the'sum of 
20,000 pagodas on behalf of i^e Jesuit Mission¬ 
aries in China, for which they were to pay a per¬ 
petual interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per 
annum, the principal not to be returned. Accord¬ 
ingly it would seem that the China Missionaries 
paid in that amount, and derived from the Com¬ 
pany alone a yearly income of twelve hundred 
pagodas, or about five hundred pounds sterling. 



40G 


IIISTOKY OF MADHAS. 


KX-t7. 


CHArXER XXXIV 

(iOVERNORSniP OP MB. JAMES MACRAE. 

] 72(5—27. 

X’lie cominorcial character of the ailmiiiistratiou 
of Mr. .lames Macrae has been already noticed, 
:iml the very lucid manner in which commercial 
transactions are recorded in the oousidtation boohs 
of the period, indiuses us to pay more attention to 
such extracts ns serve to illustrate the mode in which 
the Company canacd on their business with Native 
merchants, either for providing a sufficient number 
of bales of Native cloth for exportation to.Europe, 
or for disposing of broadcloth, iron, and other ai’li 
clcs of liomc produce whkh had been imported from 
England. 'Xheso extracts however we shall not group 
by themselves, but simply arrange them, together 
with other selections, in strict chronological order ; 
by which means the reader will be enabled to 
form a better idea of the miscellaneous character 
and general seope of the records themselves, than 
by any other method. 

' Onr first extftict' refers to the supervision of 
native'goods maintained in old time by the Govern¬ 
ment of Fort b't. George. 

“ Thursday, Cth January, 1826. The IXare- 
house-heeper reported to the Hoard, that the 
cliinlxes being brought from paint'ng (dyeing) liad 
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Iftien examined at tlie Sorting Godown, and that it 
was the general opinion of the Sorters that both the 
cloth and pointings were worse tlian the musters ; 
wherefore they had resolved, if the Board approved 
thereof, to allow the merchants only 35 psigodas 
per corge, instead of 40 for the elolh ; and the 
jtainler 47^ pagodas per corge, instead of 60, which 
they used to have. This being approved, the mer¬ 
chants were called in and told the resolution of the 
l^ard.” 

“ 5tt the same time the Warehouse-keeper rc- 
perted that the Puiieat Betilias, brought in by the 
merchants upon the muster, for which in the con¬ 
tract wo were to giv(! J 20 pagodas per corge, wen: 
vastly inferior to the muster ; and that it had been 
agreed in the Sorting Godown that 100 pagodas per 
corge was the value of them ; so that he (the 
I’rcsidenQ desired the order of the Board for bring¬ 
ing them to account at thatpi-ice, which was agrecil 
to, and the merchants accordingly told these re¬ 
solutions.” 

The Native merchants appeared to have submitted 
to the reductions very quietly, for no demur on 
their part is entered in the proceedings. Whou 
however the Board desired to make a contract with 
the same merchants, as to the rpumtity of Europe 
cloth they-should purchase, or the quantity of native 
cloth they should supply, it wa# not always found 
so easy to deal with them, as will be seen by the 
fpllowing extract. 

” Thursday, 3d March 1726’. Our Merchants were 
called in, and a proposal made, to them as follows. 

“ Tliat they sln/ll engage in a contract at Port 
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St. George for 2000 bales of cloth, to be delivere.! 
to us one half in August, ami the remainder by 
the last of .Tanuai;y next.” 

“ That they shall take all the broad cloth (from 
Kurope) at tlie usual advance, to be kept under 
two keys, one of which to be left with themselves 
and the other with the Wjirehouse-kceper ; that 
before they take .any out of the warehi)uscs, it shall 
be paid for in ready money ; and that the whole 
amount shall be paid off by the 1st of April 1727. 
In consideration of which the Board (they‘were 
told) would abate the penalty of 30,000 pagodas, 
to bo inflicted for breacli of the last contract, to 
10,000 pagodas ; but if they would not do this 
tliey must expect to pay the whole amount of the 
penalty. 

“ Upon the hearing these proposals, the Mer¬ 
chants immediately declared they could not engage 
by any means, cither to take the broad cloth, or 
contract for above 8Q0 bales ; and to this they 
adhered for a eonshlerablc time, but at last after 
imar two hours debate, finding the Board determiu 
ed to exact the whole penalty if they did not agree 
to the terms proposed, and being excused from any 
contract at Fort St. David, they consented ; having 
first obtained a promise of the Board that if they 
eompbed within 300 bales, no penalty should be 
exacted.”' 

Our next extract refers to a forged bond, found 
amongst the piipers of a deceased Company’s ser.- 
vant named Woolley; 

“ T’hursday, 30th .Tune, 1726. Captain Bichard 
Upton, representing that a foyged note, men- 
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tioiiing tTiat liu Iiad received of Robert Woolley 
deceased 1000 ounces of Silver, for wluchdie was 
to Ijc accoifntable, having been fyund amongst said 
Woolley’s papers, whereof payment liad been de¬ 
manded, signed as by him and witnessed as by 
Messrs. Samuel Harrison, and Riebai-d Stephens ; 
and that he and the said pretended witnesses were 
ready to make solemn oatli, that neither he nor 
they ever bad any knowledge of any siieh note, 
nor ever signed tlie same. Therefore craving that 
be hnd tliey might be .sworn to the tnith of what 
be affirmed, in order to prevent any demand being 
maile upon liim for the said 1000 oiinees of Silver. 

“ (Japtain Upton and Messrs, llarrison and 
Stephens being cidled in, were interrogated as to 
the signing and witnessing the said note; and 
aflirmed each of them that it was forged an’d 
without jbeir knowledge ; that there was no simili¬ 
tude of hand writing, and severally made oath to 
what they aflirmed. Whijrcupou it was ordered 
that the said note appearing to be forged be can 
celled ; which was done.” 

The next entries which we consider worthy of 
preservation arc still more curious. It has been 
seen that the res'enues of Trivatore, and of the 
other out villages bclnngiii^to the Com])any, were 
farmed out to some of the Company’s Mcrcliants, 
on their engaging to pay a" certain hum (1450 
pagodas) per annum. The Merchants in their 
^ tarn rented the villages to a man named Mahailin, 
and this Ifouter appears to have treated the inhabi¬ 
tants in a barbarous and oppressive manner. Ae- 
eordinglv two of the villagers scut in the follow 
’ ‘ 52 



410 


lUSTOBY OF MABHAS. 


(irso-s?. 


ing jxitition to Oovcrnor Macrae in wliidi all their 
grievances are specified. The petition will be 
found to form an admirable illnstralioli of Natire 
administration in‘ the olden time. 

“ To the Honourable James Macrae, Esq. Presi¬ 
dent and (iovernor of Port St. Geoi^e, The humble 
petition of the inhabitants of Vessa Oawanl, 

“ Showeth,—That the Company has let outTriva- 
tore and the other out villages to the Company’s 
merchants, who during five years that they kept 
them in their own hands, allowed your petitioners 
all their privileges and allowances as usual, and 
they lived very happily. Then one Mahadin took 
these villages of these merchants, and promised to 
allow yoM petitioners the same privil<^C8 anti 
allowanix's as the said merchants had done ; but 
he has acted contrary, and not given them any 
privilege or allowance. Upon whch they asked 
him the reason ; and he replied that the Company 
had sold those village^ to him, and he co\dd do 
what ho pleased. Tire said privileges and allow¬ 
ances due to your petitioners for these six years 
amounts to about 100 pagodas, llesidcs this ho 
has distressed your petitioners and laid many hard¬ 
ships on them. He set one of their Pariahs half 
way in the ground, vrtiere he kept him three hours 
ami fined him. Another Pariah he chaubucked IKi 
blows, put' him .into the stocks, and kept him there 
an hour. He tied one of their shepherd’s neck 
mul heals, for Jour or five days, an hour each day, 
and beat luin very much and titled him. lie broke* 
a Talliar’s back, and turned hiiri out of the village, 
lie tied a shopkeeper of Ihe village, neck and heels. 
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I'Aitting a heavy stone on his back, and kept liim so 
an hour and then lined him. lie served ntiother 
slmpkeeper in the same manner. He has d5nc too 
many other barbarous actions to'your petitioners 
to give your Honor in writing an account of. There¬ 
fore they liumbly implore to take their case into 
i!onsidcration, and order them satisfaction. They 
cannot go on with their imsincss if he be con¬ 
tinued tlie Uenter. Tour petitioners hope your 
Honor will do them justic(i, and they as in iluty 
boiutd shall ever pray.” 

To this petition, a Native named Chaudarasalm, 
who seems to have been the steward of .Mahardin, 
sent in a ooiintcr-petitiou, denying or explaining 
away the charges. This also is a gem in its way. 

“ The petition of Ghaudarasaha. 

“ Humbly showeth,—Whereas your^ jictilionci; 
has been falsely accused that he has punished the 
inhabitants beyond reason, and as to his burying 
the man half under ground is utterly false ; for 
the man having, coatraryTo order, let the water 
run the wrong course, w'as punished accorrling to 
custom ; that is by laying his hand in the water 
course, wliich filled with sand and the Company’s 
chop put thereon. And ns for your petitioner’s 
forcing of unreasonable forfeits from the inliabi- 
lants, it is also false ; for the inhabitants having 
complained to your petilionej that ajuilkmau’s 
measure was less than it shoidd lie, which your 
petitioner by examining found true ; therefore lined 
Tiim 6 fanams ; and to a sgUer of tobacco and 
betel, for selling contrary to the renter’s order, was 
fined 0 fanaiits. As to the TalUar, he stole away 
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nbove three pagodas worth of Mangoes, for whicli- 
he paid 48 faiiams ; and when the Talliar had 
found the thief, your petitioner told him that he 
might do what he would. Also the said Talliar (i. e. 
tile 'J'alliar who was the thief not the Talliar 
who had arrested him) took more than his right 
of the paddy, and took it away without leave ; 
for which fault he was tied neck and heels two 
hours. And as for your potitiori ir’s nutting any 
body in irons, it is false; but a Pariah being taken 
stealing paddy, was by your petitioner’s order •jHit 
in the stocks. That the three persons before men¬ 
tioned have sold the Company’s ground, which 
when the Buyer came to take possession, your 
petitioner refused to let him take it without your 
llonors leave. That your petitioner for the good of 
the inhabitants did lend them money,,nnd let them 
have paddy to the value of pagodas 2G0; and 
when your petitioner demands his mortey then 
they begin to make a disturbance. Now three of 
the inhabitants being coine to this place, they have 
taken opportunity to say that all the inhabitants 
will leave the place. The I’edda Naik’s allowance 
of ground in the said village is 444U yards, but 
now he has taken 14,400 yards, which is more 
than his due by near 10,000 yards ; which for 
these four years he has not sown, nor would he lei 
any body dse, tp thp loss of about ])agodas 220 ; 
and now about a thousand yards which he sowed, 
the paddy now lic's there and he refuses to divide 
it. Therefore your poor petitioner most humbly ' 
r(!(juests your Honor to give lum justice, and as 
in duly bound shall ever pray.” 
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Governor Macrae’s action upon these , two peti¬ 
tions will be gathered from the following extract. 

“ Friday,'26th August, 1726, The President 
delivers into the Board two petitions which had 
been presented to him ; one from some inhabi¬ 
tant of Vessa Cawarda, against Malmdin the pre¬ 
sent Henter ; the other from Chandarasaha, who 
acted as steward to the said Mahadin, and put his 
orders in execution. Which l)eing rend, the Pre¬ 
sident acquaints the Board that both parties had 
bccA'bcforc him ; that he had heard them separate¬ 
ly and also given then a joint hearing ; that he 
had examined witnesses to the truth of the facts 
charged against Mahadin, and heard the Company’s 
Merchants upon the affair. That from the whole, 
it appeared to him, that the said Mahadin ha^ 
been guilty, and was fully convicted by evidence, 
of the chqrge delivered against him in the first 
])etitiou ; which is even acknowledged by the said 
riiaudarasah in his petition, who acted by order 
and authority from Mahadin in all these matters, 
as is by Mahadiu owned. 

“ This affair being taken into consideration, 
j)articularly the presumption of Mahadin in tak¬ 
ing upon him to levy fines and inflict corporal 
punishments upon the Honorable Company’s sub¬ 
jects without authority ; which had actually fright¬ 
ened several inhabitauts out oPtlie* bounds, ns the 
President further informs us had been proved bc- 
^forc him, and would deter others fr»m coming out 
of the country to secui'c theirfeelvos a)id properties 
under the protection of English Law ns usual. 
To prevent any ^ such violences and extortions in 
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time to come, it is resolved that no lloiilers oi 
Farmers of Villages have authority to levy fines, or 
indict corporal pnpiahment upon the iuhabitmits ; 
and that for an example Mnhadin be ordered to 
resign his Cowlo of Tiivatore and the other villages 
into the bands of the Company’s Merchants; 
having forfeited the same by his unwarrantable 
actions ; and for a further punishment to him and 
i‘xample for others, lie be fined in the sum of 50 
pago<la8, to be paid intb the Company’s Cash, and 
that the Secretary do demand the same,” "" 

This decision was rigidly carried out, for three 
days afterwards we find an entry to the eifect that 
Mnliadiu had given up the Cowle and paid the fine 
of fifty pagodas. 

' I’erliaps few entries ate more illustrative of the 
character of Governor Macrae, thou the following 
attempt at reduction in the matter of’Hospital 
charges. The decision of the canny Scot is wonder¬ 
fully suggestive. How'far it contributed to the 
comfort of the sick we leave to the judgment of 
our readers. 

“ Satunlay, 17th September, 1720. The I’resi- 
dcut represents to the Board tlint, ujion remling 
the particulars of the article of Hospital charges, 
he apprehends there are several of them too large’, 
and others unnecessary, and ought to be reduced 
and discontinued ; wbich being taken into consi¬ 
deration, and ‘tbc several particulars again read 
and enquired into, it was represented that the 
Surgeon, who has the immediate direction of the 
Hospital, always insists that the present charge is 
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necessary for entertaining anil recovering the sick, 
and that no reduction can be made of it. 

“ Ordcre'd, tliat whereas it hath been for some 
time the custom for one of the Surgeons to have 
the immediate care of the yospital solely, they do 
ill fiiture act each six montiis by turns ; that by 
their acting thus interchangeably, we may make 
the experiment whether the one cannot reduce the 
charge of the Hospital lower than the other, 
which it is believed out of emulation to recom- 
inend themselves, they may do.” 

Next follows a curious entry respecting the 
horses sanctioned by the Company for the use of 
the President. 

“ Monday, 7th November, 1720. The Presi¬ 
dent represents to the Board, that their Iwing now 
remaining alive only two Chaise horses belonging 
to the Company, and these so weak that to save 
them he had been obliged fpr above a twelve month 
to make use of a pair of Manilla horses of his own 
for his Chaise ; that the Honorable Company had 
allowed his predecessor three horses for his Cliaise, 
one of which had been dead some time, and the 
other two so much wore that they are not now fit 
to do the service of one ; that the Company’s 
piebald horse was lately dead, and that the horses 
for his guards were very oldj and sonic of thciii 
unite worn out, that he was now obliged to 
allow two Pegu horses of his own fip; that service. 
' Wherefore he proposed to the Board to purchase 
the said tw’o Pegu horses for the use of his guards, 
and Ihc two Manilla Chaise horses for his Chaise, 
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on llio Company’s account j being all of them 
youngs well broke, and srasoiicd to ithe countiy. 

“ Itcsolved that the foresaid foisr horses be 
purchased for the Company for the service above 
mentioned, at 150 pagodas each ; and that the 
J’ayiiiaster do pay fof the same ; and that one of 
the worst of the giuird horsojs bo sold at pub¬ 
lic outcry as soon as the season permits the usual 
eoncoiirse of people at the sea gate.’’ 

^Vhilst (fovernor Macrae was thus attentive to 
his own interests, he was by no means imiuiadful 
of the interests of the younger servants of the 
Company, as will be seen by the following extract, 
which is well worthy not only of preservation but 
of more general imitation. 

“ Tuesday, 16th November, 1726. The Presi¬ 
dent represents further to the Hoard, that hetiiinks 
it a great discouragement to the .subordinate scr 
vants, and inconsistent with that cmnVation we 
ought to excite amongst them to distinguish them¬ 
selves by merit in order to their advancement, that 
some should be continued so long in laborious sta¬ 
tions without any profit, while others enjoyed 
places of profit and that required little application. 
Particularly that Paul Foxley had served under 
the Export Ware housekeeper above five years, and 
discharged that trust faithfully to the approbation 
of his superiors-; and that Edwm-d Crokc, had con¬ 
tinued several years Writer at the Sea gate, in which 
station he had, had but very little opportunity of 
(‘.verting himself in the Service. Therefore moved 
that Mr. Foxley be appointed in Mr. Croke’s room 
Writer at the Sea gide.” 
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“ Eeaolved that Paul I'oxley.do enter upon the 
employ of Writer at the Sea gate the first of 
January neSet, and that Ralph Mansell do succeed 
him in the Export Warehouse af the same time. 
Edward Croke being Senior in standing to all the 
Servants under the Council, it was judged reason¬ 
able that he should be advanced to a station of a 
higher trust in the Service. Wherefore resolved 
that he be employed in the station of Receiver of 
the Honorable Company’s customs, and that he 
do‘5nter upon the same the first of January next.” 

The following petition is simply an illustration 
of the times. 

“ The humble petition of Hirdarain. 

“ Sheweth,—That your petitioner’s brother. 
jSTundarani, brought 2773 rupees from Arcot, and 
procured therewith a Rill of Exchange on Rcngal 
from Governor C.ollct. Your petitioner’s brother 
being murdered by robbers on his way to Bengal, 
the Bill has not yet been paid ; which your Peti¬ 
tioner hearing came to Madras with the Nabob’s 
penvauua to demand the repayment of the said 
money from Governor Elwick and Mr. Benyon, 
attorneys to Governor Collet; who#old your peti¬ 
tioner that if he could bring a sufficient security 
to indemnify them they would pay him. Your 
petitioner has now brought an.attustatieii, signed 
hy many great (fentlemen at Arcot, witnessing 
that your petitioner is the next hejr to the said 
deceased Nundaram ; which.your petitioner hopes 
is a sufficient authority for receiving the said 
money ; and that your Honor would please to give 

53 
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sueh ottlefs ibeieiu ns your Honor shall thinlL 
meet.’S 

It will be suflicient to say that'the security 
offered l^ the gentlemen of Arcot, some of whom 
stood high in the favour of the Nabob, was 
ilecmed sufficient, and the money was accordingly 
paid. 

Our next extract is another ciuicms illnstrntion 
of the times j like the previous one it will explain 
itself. 

“Tuesday,ffthDecember, 1720. Mr Bmme^on, 
Chief Justice of the Clioultry, reports to the Board 
a late instance of a woman slave having attempted 
to poison a whole family ; that the poison had 
actually heeu given, but operating very violently 
buickly discovered itself, mid the effect was prevent- 
W by immediately administering proper emetics, 
and that the criminal had confessed the faft. That 
in order to strike terror into such abandoned 
mind’s and for secujing.thc lives of the inhabitants 
in future from atrocious attempts, the Justices of the 
Choultry were come to a resolution to punish the said 
criminal in the most puUic and exemplary manner, 
the approbation of this Board being first had ; and 
that he was itrther empowered from the Justices 
of the Choultry to represent to the Board that, con¬ 
sidering how easily poisons are procuraWe here, a"s 
in the late “instance'by low miscreants, even Subli¬ 
mate Mercury, it will be highly necessary to pub¬ 
lish a prohibition of selling or delivering poisons, 
of any sort, but undef a proper regulation ; that 
therefore they were of opinion that no person 
should be perautted to sell or deliver poison, with- 
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itut first acquaintiag one of ilie Justices of it, under 
the penalty of confiscation of half of their,estate, 
and being iVrther liable to corp<jral punishment at 
the discretion of the said Justice, 

“ Approved the proceedings of tlie Justices in 
their alfair, and agreed with them to prohibit the 
selling or delivering poison without the consent of 
one of the Justices, and under the penalty above 
mentioned, and that a prohibition be forthwith pub¬ 
lished accordingly.” 

btrange lo say we can see no entiy of the punish¬ 
ment which was inflicted on the woman. She was 
probably treated in such a fitsliion tliat the Govern¬ 
ment did not care to place it u{>on record. 

Our next extracts will be found interesting, as 
exhibiting the amount of expenditure and revenue 
at Fort St. George and the other settlements oft 
the Coasf of Coromandel. We give an extract 
from the consultation first, and the Accountants’ 
report afterwards, 

“ Tuesday, 6th December, 1726. Nathanidl 
Turner, Accountant, delivers into the Board a 
Report of the state of the Honorable Company’s 
expenses and customs at their settlements upon 
this coast, at the balancing and closing the general 
books ending April last; which is read and ordered 
io be entered after this consultation. 

“ The said Beport being inatwrely' examined 
and considered, the Board are agreed that the 
reduction of the charges of their settlement, and 
of Fort St. David, has been carried as.fiir as it 
bus been hitherto practicable. 

“ That the increase of the expense of Vizaga- 



440 HISTOUT OF MADHA-R. 

palam last year, was owing to the additional 
number of soldiers we were obliged to send and 
continued there, /or the seeurity of fhat factory, 
while the country round it was ravaged and they 
threatened by contending armies ; tliat after the 
reduction made as advised by Mr. Symonds and 
Council in their letter to us dated 7th May last, the 
charge of that settlement will appear to have been 
considerably diminished upon the next years boohs. 

“ Tl)al we must likewise refer to next years 
books for the reduction of expense at Masulipalam 
and Madap.alluin. 

“ That the decrease of the Sea Customs, and the 
increase of the Land Customs here at Madras last 
year, are owing to one and the same cause ; - they 
having ordered the whole 5 per cent custom to 
Be paid at the Choultry upon goods imported from 
the country ; whereas formerly only 3^ per cent 
was accounted for there and the other 4^ at the 
Sea gate upon exportation of said goods.” 

“ That the decrease of the Customs is general 
last year, here and at Fort St. David, and from there 
account of the proeeeding.s, seems indeed totally 
owing at Fort St. David to the five per cent charged 
in said preceding j'car upon so large a quantity of 
turned out cloths, that had been brought in there 
upon former investments ; and here in part to the 
like five pet cent custom having been charged our 
Merchants upon a considerable quantity of turned 
out cloths. Besides which the customs have been 
considerijjly lessened in this fort last year, and 
will more considerably this, by the great decay in 
the trade to Manilla, and the almost total loss of 
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the trade of the Vatans from Bengal ; both which 
trades being principally in iine goods, and ■ form¬ 
erly to a grejit value, were very considerable 
branches of the Sea Customs.” 

Here follows the report of the Accountant to 
the (lovertior and Council. 

** Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

The General Books o£ this settlement ending 
April, 1720 being balanced and closed, and the sub¬ 
ordinate Factory’s Books, ending April 1726 beng sent 
nj>, ham to lay before your Honors the last years ex¬ 
pense of this settlement and its subordinates on the 
coast, that you may please to consider whether any 
part of the charges can be save<l to the Honorable 
Company. 

The Kxp<!n<'p of this Hrttlcmont of 
Fort Su ueorRr on the bnlanw of our 
Books ciidinjf April I72!> amouuti^ 

to l*a(fod«*..3{««M 31 2B 

The expense as per our Books end* . 

ing April l/ift » as follows ; 

*’ Char){vs Garrison . .. Tagodat.» 15779 SB 77 

"Preseiifs.. i. 174 1 h 20 

“ Charges eattif.HOO 0 o 

" Charges Extraordinary . .. 173 SI 19 

** Fortitioations Bud repairs .. 14% S9 7** 

Charges Diet .. .. /OiHl 0 0 

“ Account Halary.3265 34 67 

" Charges Hospital. 7tW 35 20 

" Cliargcs General . .. 6UK6 22 44 

- 35546 S 6S 


“ LesRcned the expeoKC of thU place 

this year. 3483 25 40 

The expense of Tort St. David on 
the balanve of their Books ending 

April )7S5 amounted tu Pagodas.. .. 29268 SB IS 

"The expense as per their Hooks 
ending April 17S6 is as follows : 

“ Charges Garrison .. 13082 7 52 ,, 

"Charges Extraordinary.. .. 342 So 35 ' 

" Peons and Servants wages .. .. 3285 6 0 

" Chari^ cattle. 600 0 0 

“ Furtirications and repairs.. .. 96 34 10 

I*' Cltarges Diet . 2966 4 0''’ 

" Account Salary.' .. OC'. SO 40 

" Presents. 12 83 0 

" Charges Hospital .. .. ,. 2) 9 28 26 

*' (7batgeB Gettvral.. .. .. r>668 3 58 

■ " ' 24218 79 61 


Lessened the expense of that place this year . Pt^;odafi.., 5052 .54 .34 
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“ The BxpeMtf of VURKapatsm on 
the Bolancc of their Books coding 
April amoniited. to.. . Bagodu. 

*' The expcute ns per their Books 
ending April 1736 is an Collows. 

" CikargvK Garrisuu.. ' .. .. 2103 6 

" Frewnts . 480 6 

“ Charges Diet .. .. .. 67*^ ^0 

" Charges Extraordinary .. 161 .'<3 

“ Fortitications and repairs .. 8:<6 33 

*' Account Salary . 423 84 

" Account Gardens .. .. .. 36 19 

" Account Wax .. .. .. 46 84 

" Herranta’ wages .1493 36 

" Factors' prorisions .. .. 26 1 

" Account r<‘pairs .. .. .. 18 6 

" Charges Gcaicrol . 373 13 


6838 

0 

69 


77 

16 


*' Increased tlicKxpcnce of that place 
this year 

Which is occasioned fay 20 Kumpean 
Soidiera t^ing sent down to that set* 
tienient on account ot the troubles 
iinthe country in thebeginning of the 
year; ten ( 10 ) of which suldiera 
arc still continued there, and adds 
to the expense of that place: but 
, since Mr. Kyiiioiids going down hi‘ 
writes Us that he has in pursuance 
to your Honors’ i rdrra made a con¬ 
siderable reduction in the Feons* 
and oervants' wages, which reduc- 
turn will appear in theirnext general 
Books cuding April 1737 . «• ^ 

** Tlie Expense of I ngcram for one year 
ending April 1726, was 
** The Expense of Ingcrom from April 
1736 to May 1726 is . 


Fsgodas. 3S7 37 60 


. 83)3 32 34 

Pagodas. 1316 )« 18 
1182 13 63 


lessened the Expense of that place 

this year. . 233 6 3.. 

The Expense of Masulipatam and 

MadapoUunt was last year .. Pagodas. 628 34 4fl 
Do. this year audiug April 1728 •• 633 38 43 


Decreased this year in their expenses ., ,, ., 6 6 71 

“ The £x|H!ii8e8 of thes-'t twia factories 
will next rear be considerably dc* 
creased by tlic regulation your 

Honors have lately made therein. - — 

*' Lessened this year ifs the expenses of 
this Bi'ttlentent and its subordinates .. .. Pagodas, 8663 7 66* 


“ ThuB having given your Honors account of the Ho¬ 
norable Company’s annual expenses on this coast, 1 
shall proceea to lay before you an account of the 
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produce of their customs in this place and at Fort St. 
bavid ending April 1726. 

** The Siia CaktotAs of Fort Bt. Oeo^. 

*' Oa the of our Books cod* 

tog Aiiril 172h dpiomited to.. .. 3r>061 H ^ 

The oniuunt Ditto fur ouc year end- 

April 17Se.7 40 


Decrease to this rarenue.. .. 7-191 u «l 

•• The pmouat of the Laud CualouiH of 
Fort 8t. George. 

*' On tho Balance of their Books end* 

tog Anrtt 1725 was. 4tftA ft sr 

Do. .. April 1720 was 10185 3S 70 


Increase to this revenue., 6/30 25 48 

Lees thin year in the Customs of 

Fort St. George than last.. . 1760 11 15 

The Revenue of F<^ St. David 
ending Anril 1720 amounted to 11941 24 76 
Do. 17*6. 9877 0 SW 


" I/esB this year in the Customs of 
Fort St. David than lost .. .. ., 2064 24 87 


** The Customs of Forts St. Gr^rge and 
St David have on the balance of 
our geocrai hooks ending April 

1736 Decreased . FagodaB. 3824 62 


I am ivith respect, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most oVicdiciit humble servant, 
Fort St. George, ) Nathaniel Turner, 

6tk Decanber 1726. j Accountant. 

The following vecorii of an enterprising project 
in the olden time is very curious. 

“ Monday, 26lli December, 1726. Petition read 
of Stephen Newcome, requesting leave to build a 
Sawmill, and a lease for a space of grdHind to the 
northward of the White Tower along the sea side, 
for building the said mill and proper sheds upon. 
And he being called before the Board, and heard to 
the benefit he proposes his mill will prove to be to 
the Company and the Corporation, gave sufficient 
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reasons to believe that it will be of public advan¬ 
tage, and affiiraed that lie would saw timbers and 
planks BO per cent, cheaper upon the cOoly hire now 
usually paid, liesides that he could saw blocks of 
timber to much greater advantage, and prevent the 
waste occa.sioned by the unskillfulness of the pre¬ 
sent sawers.” 

“ (Iranted his petition for the space of ground 
therein mentioned, and ordered a lease to be pre¬ 
pared for the same for 21 years ; he paying before 
signing it 20 pagodas fine into the Compfuiy’s 
cash, and annually one pagoda Quit rent during 
the term of his lease ; and in consideration of the 
expence of preparing the ground, and building the 
mill and necessary conveniences, and the benefit it 
will prove to be to the Company and the place,—it 
is resolved that the sole privilege of sawing tim¬ 
ber and plank by a mill be vested in 1pm for 21 
years next ensuing, and no other person have that 
liberty but upon an ipp-ccment with him during 
that time.” 

We hope that wc shall find in future records 
that this Sawmill proved a successful speculation. 

That Mr. Macrae was a most vigilant Governor 
is further proved by the following entry. 

“ Monday, 9th January, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board, that he had observed in 
the Sorting Godaivn that a great deal of cloth 
had been turned out this year, which he was per¬ 
suaded would upon a re-examination be found as 
good as muster ; that as he would never counte¬ 
nance the taking in bad cloth, so he thought 
it was not serving the Honorable Company well 
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to turn out any that was as good as their muster’s; 
tliat all he proposed or desired was, that, justice 
might be ‘done our Masters and the Mei-ehants 
likewise, that they may not be discouraged from 
contracting with us again. He therefore moves 
that in order to do justice both to our Masters 
and to their Merchants the cloth turned oid 
this year may be restored.” This was of course 
agreed to. 

The following consultation respecting the best 
luode of improving the decliidng trade of Madras, 
is very interesting. 

“ Tuesday, 31st January, 1727. The Board hav¬ 
ing taken into consideration the dcelining state of 
the trade of this place, which appears by tlie 
cristoms to be greatly duninished ; and if expe- 
dienll are not found for its support must in eoii- 
seejueue^ affect every other branch of the Hono¬ 
rable Company’s llovenuo, and utterly ruin the 
inhabitants;—It principqjly appears to be owing 
to the following causes. 

“ That whereas heretofore the trade was en¬ 
tirely carried on by the shipping of this port, it is 
now in part in the possession of the Ifrench, 
Armenians, and Moors, who traffic on other bot¬ 
toms and import their Cargoes into other Setlle- 
hjents; wliich they are enabled to do by the 
money taken up here by RespondeAtia bonds, 
and without which they could not carry on so 
extensive a trade. It seems mos^ probable that 
the preventing this evil 'vill most conduce to 
the recovery of the customs, and make all 
other ports on this coast dependent on us, though 

54, 
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the duties are less elsewhere ; and whereas scverw'- 
of our English Supm-Cai^oes take up large sums 
of our inhabitants at Respondentia, and afterwards 
proceed to Bengal', where they take up as much 
more of persons who are ignorant of their engage¬ 
ments here ; so l)y thrusting into their private 
adventures greater ({uautities of goods than the 
markets where they arc bound can possibly con¬ 
sume, they are forced to be in those ports two 
seasons to dispose of their own private effects ; 
to the great prejudice of those eonocmed irf-the 
stock, and puts a stop to the ifuick circulation ; 
which will effectually be prevented by letting the 
•Gentlemen in the Bay know what engagements 
those Supra-Cargoes be under here, and by degrees 
reduce trade to its proper bounds, which by this 
Kcentious practice has been quite overdone. 

“ lu order therefore, to support the Honorable 
Company’s Revenue, and to prevent the injuries 
this place riiceives from those clandestine prac¬ 
tices ;—it is resolved that in future all Responden¬ 
tia bonds, notes, or writings at Respondentia for 
money lent by the inhabitants of this place,— 
Company’s servants as well as others,—upon all 
ships tr^ng from this or any other port in India, 
shall be duly and regularly registered in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. 

“ Tluit ici case of, any Snpra Cargo, Mcrcliant, 
Commander, Mariner, or oUier, shaU have borrowed 
money at Respondentia of any of the said inhabi¬ 
tants proving Insolvent, all such bonds so register-' 
ed shall be accounted and deemed a preferable 
claim to such as are not. 
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“ That the Sub Secretary do keep tlie said Book 
of Register^ and that he shall receive 9 fadanis for 
registering each Respondentia bond or note under 
100 pagodas principal, or 18 fanams for each such 
bonder note for 100 pagodas or upward; that 
after having registered the said Bonds or notes 
he shall sign them registered, the day of the 
month and year; and that th# Secretary do put up 
at the Sea Gate a publication of tliis resolution in 
wrijing in the usual languages for the notice and 
oh^rvation of all the inhabitants.” 

Ow next extracts are curious, as clearly show 
ing how the business between the Government 
and the Native Merchants was transacted in the 
Olden Time. 

“Saturday, llfh Febniary, 1727. ThoPresj- 
dent acquaints the Board that, after a great deal of 
manageraent with the Company’s Merchants, he 
had engaged them to agree to a contract for taMng 
off the woollen goods expected upon the next ship 
from Great Britain, and for providing goods for Eu¬ 
rope tliis season ; and delivers in the Contract and 
the counterpart to the Board. Which being read 
are approved, and the said Merchants being called 
in, were interchangeably signed and delivered; and 
they promise their utmost endeavours to comply 
with their engagements. 

“ The President represents’ to ’the Soard, that 
the Merchants having received no tasharief accord- 
, ing to custom at signing the contract with the 
Company the two preceding years, and that they 
now insistexl upon their being now tashariefed for 
the three contracts ;—it is ordered that the Ware 



428 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


11726 - 27 . 


housekeeper deliver seven pieces fine scarlet cloth' 
for thnt'usc. Ordered also that 10,000 pagodas 
be advanced them out of the 30,00(5 promised 
them in the terms of the present contract.’’ 

The following is a copy of the contract as enter¬ 
ed in the Consultation Book. 

“ Saturday, 11th February, 1727. A contract 
made, concluded, aild agreed upon this 11th day 
of February 1727, between .Tames Macrae, Esq. 
President ami Council of Fort St. George in be¬ 
half of the English East India Company on me 
one part, and Sunca Bamaii and Tomby Chetty 
etc. Joint Stock Merchants on the other part. 

“ The said Merchants do hereby covenant, 
promise and agree, that they will buy of the said 
President and Council all the Woollen goods that 
they shall receive upon the next expected shipping 
from Great Britain, for the said Compary’s ac¬ 
count, at thirty per cent, advance upon the Eu¬ 
ropean price ; that it shall be deposited in a Ware¬ 
house under two keys, one of which to be kept 
by the Warehousekeeper and another by the said 
Merchants ; that before they receive any Woollen- 
goods out of the Warehouse they will pay the 
amount thereof to the Warehousekeeper, and fur¬ 
ther that they will so receive and pay for the 
whole quantity on or before the 1st day of Octo¬ 
ber 1728. “ - 

“ The above said Merchants do further promise, 
covenant and agree, to and with the said President 
and Council, that they will provide 3000 bales 
of cloth of the sortments ; to be delivered at 
least 1,500 bales thereof on or before the 30l!i 
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tiny of Sqitembcr next, an<l tlie remainder on or 
before the last day of January following. .All the 
cloths no# remaining in the Company’s godown 
unmeasured to be counted in part of the said 
3000 bales now contracted for ; and the said I’re- 
sident and Council do promise to receive the same, 
provided it be agreeable to our musters. 

“ The said Merchants do further covenant and 
agree that they will not demand any money upon 
account of this contract until the goods are de¬ 
livered to the Company and embaled ; excepting 
only the sum of 20,000 pagodas which the said 
President and Council do hereby promise and are 
obliged to advance to the said Merchants upon 
this contract ; which said sum shall not be by 
them accounted for until the conclusion hereof, and 
the closing their accounts with the Company. “ 

“ Thg said Merchants do likewise covenant, 
and arc hereby obliged in case they shall fail in 
complying with the terms of this contract, to pay 
a penalty of 20 per cent, tor idl the bales that they 
shall deliver short of the number agreed upon; un¬ 
less it shall be manifestly made appear that troubles 
in the country have liindered them; provided al¬ 
ways, and it is hereby agi'ced that in case the mer¬ 
chants shall comply with this contract within .'iOO 
bales of the whole 3000, that then the I’rcsidtml 
and Council will remit the peaalt^ fordhe said 500 
bales. 

“ In witness whereof the saiej ..President and 
Council have to one part hereof set their hands, 
and caused the Company’s seal to be allixcd; and 
to the other part the said Merchants have set their 



430 ■ 


uistohy orjiAUEAs. 


[l?2l)-!7. 


iiands and seals the day and year first above? 
written.’’ 

SuNCA Eamah. 

“ Nairo Ball Chbttv. 

“ Tomby Chetty. 

" CoLLASTRr ClIETT^ 

“ Moodu Venkata Chetty.” 

The following story of attempted fraud will ex- 
jilain itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd April, 1727. Goodapilla USh- 
gappah, having brought a large diamond from the 
mines to be sold here, and being a stranger, and 
re(!ommended to Grnapah a goldsmith, to assist 
him . in disposing of the said diamond, he had tnist- 
ed him with the sale of it. But the said Gruapah, 
with intentions to defraud Goodapilla of the real 
value of the diamond, persuaded him upoi) several 
delusory pretexts to rrtire to Conjeveram. In the 
mean time, that he mighty carry on Uie fraud with 
the greatest security, he possessed the ignorant 
stranger with several groundless calumnies, to the 
prejudice of the President’s character and to the 
tiade of the place. Goodapilla being thus removed, 
Gruapah applied himself to Gopaul, a Diamond 
Merchant; and they entered into an agreement 
to have the Diamond cut without the owner’s' 
knowledge ol' consent, and afterwards sold it like¬ 
wise without acquainting him to Mr. Parkes for 
4150 pagodas, of which Gopaul and Gruapah re¬ 
received each one half ;• though Gruapah had been 
to Conjeveram, and affirmed to Goodapilla that the 
President had taken the stone from him, and had 
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•given him oiJy 1500 pagodas for it; and told him 
tliat lie must not come to Madras, that if he did 
he would be in danger. But Goodapilla suspect¬ 
ing the fraud, came at Inst to jfadras ; and having 
information that his diamond had been sold as 
above, mode his complaint thereupon to the Pre¬ 
sident, and craved that justice might be done him. 
Whereupon the President had ordered the 
said Gopaul and Gniapab to be committed to 
prison; of all which he now acquaints the Board ; 
and they and Goodapilla being called before the 
Board, and the whole affair being particularly en¬ 
quired into, it appears evident that Gruapah had 
imposed upon, and defrauded Goodapilla llung- 
apah, and aspersed the President very grossly ns 
above narrated. Mr. Parkes being called, dcchired 
he paid so much for the dhimond. Gopal and Gra- 
apah acknowledge that it was the same diamond 
that Goodapilla had tnisted Gruapah with to 
sell for him, and that th^y had received each one 
half of the money. Gruapah affirms he had paid 
Goodapilla 17,000 pagodas ; but the other per¬ 
sists to affirm that ho had received only 15,000 
pagodas for his diamond. It being likewise evi¬ 
dent that Gopaul was concurring with Gruapah 
in this cheat, and that he knew the diamond was 
Goodapilla’s, and had treated with Mr. Parkes 
about the sale of it, the Board cmhe In the follow¬ 
ing resolution. 

“ That, after deducting the chaige of cutting the 
said Diamond^ and the sum already paid by Gru¬ 
apah to Goodapillnh, Gopaul and Gruapah do 
make up to him the sum it was sold for, each one 
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iialf ; that Oniapali being in low circumstances,* 
the Secictary do make an inventory of his effects 
and sell them at the Sea Gate by public outcry, 
for payment of his half of the said money ; and 
that if the amount of all his effects shall not 
prove sufficient, that Gopaul shall make u]) 
the sum that shall be wanting; and that he shall 
recover of Gruapah the «um so made good if ever 
he shall be found to have effects; that both be 
remanded to prison until the judgment is complied 
with, and that Gruapah be exemplarily punistied 
for groundlessly aspersing the President’s character 
in so gross a manner.” 

Here the matter ended, and we can only presunu! 
that the money was subserpieutly paid. It is how¬ 
ever a signilicant fact that Goodapilla shoidd be so 
easily induced to believe in the opjiression oliarged 
against the Governor. Mr. Macrae’s |)r(y'eedings 
as regards interlopers may be gathered from the 
following extract. 

“ Tuesday, 25111 April, 1727. The IVcsidcnt 
represents to the Board that several persons, 
without indentures or license to trade as free 
Merchants, thrusting themselves into the several 
branches of the trade of India, are a great prejudice 
to the trade in general, and to the Company’s 
Covenanted Servants and others that have license 
particularly' in Pegus That we are directed by the 
llonorable Court of Directors in their letter dated 
7th January 17A0, to send home all such Traders. 
Wherefore the l’re.sidc.lit moves that Miles Ilarne 
and Thomas Pritchard, both now here and intend¬ 
ed to return to Pegu, and Lewis Tornery and Jaimes 
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Lander, who arc now tliore trading (though none of 
the four has the Company’s Indentures) ,may bo 
served wiih an order to return to Great Bntaiu, 
conformably to our Honorable Masters’ directions 
in that respect. 

“ Itesolved that the orders for Lewis Tomery 
and James Lander be sent in a general letter to 
Captain Bereyman, Kesident at Syrian, by a con¬ 
veyance that now offers ; with directions to him 
to serve the said orders and see them complied 
with ; and that the Secretary do serve Mites Barno 
mid Thomas Pritchard who are on the place, with 
tile like orders.” 

These orders were evaded. Miles Barnc and 
Thomas Pritchard obtained to go to Pegu for one 
year to recover their effects, promising faithfully 
to return and embark for liiigland at the expira¬ 
tion ofithat time. However they broke their word 
and stayed at Pegu; and the resident at I’egu 
appears to have avoided- taking any action in the 
matter. 

We close the present chapter and the present 
volume with the following entry, which serves to 
illustrate the nature of the trade with China carried 
on by the Company’s servants at Madras, and at 
the same time indicates the state of existing re¬ 
lations between Port St. George and Pondicherry. 

“Wednesday, 1st .Tune, 1727. 'hiePresident 
represents to the Board, that ho proposes to send 
a ship to China this year,, and if on that account 
in want of some silver to send on her; tliat as the 
French at Pondicherry have lately sold their silver 



434 


tnsTouy OF maukas. 


|ir20-!7. 


iit fourteen and three eights dollars weight per ten' 
pagodas^ihe is willing to take the Company’s at that 
j)rice, with the allowance of a quarter mofe as usual 
for ships that go for China. Agreed to deliver the 
President thirty Chests of silver at those rates.” 

The concluding years of Governor Macrae’s ad¬ 
ministration will be treated in the next volume. 


END OF THE SECOK.U VOEl'ArE. 



JUST PUBLISHED. 

MADRAS m THE OLDEN TIME: being a 
liistovy of the I’resideney from the first founcla- 
tiou of Fort St. George to the Governorship of 
Thomas I’itt, Grandfather of the Earl of Cha¬ 
tham, 1(539—1702 eompiled from Official Be- 
cords, by J. TAmiors Wiieeieu, Escp, mina- 
ture quarto, with Fuc similics of the autographs 
of the early Governors of Madras.Its. 5-0. 

HAND-BOOK TO THE MADRAS RECORDS, 
with Chronological Annals of the Madras Trc- 
sklcncy from 1039 to 1861,8vo. cloth..,Rs. 2i8. 


OPINIONS O’! THE PRESS. 

“ It affords us much pleasure to observe that 
two very mtcrcsting and valuable publications are 
oil the eve of being given to the world by Mr. Hio- 
oiNBOTUAM. We allude to Mr. Talboits Wheel- 
ek’s volume entitled “Madras in the Olden 
Time,” and his “ Hand-Book to the Madras Re¬ 
cords, preserved in the Govcrumejit Office.” The 
former of these works is a re-print of that julmira- 
ble series of papers which have for some time past 
enriched the columns of -Indian Stakman. 
Those papers are so widely known and highly a])- 
preciated, that we need say nothing more about 




them. In the meantime we have immeiliately to* 
deal with Mr. Wheeleb’s Summary (i. e. Hand- 
Book) of the Becprds of the Presideiley, whicli 
lies beside us. Mr. Wheeler has had a rich 
mine opened to him, and has made the best of his 
opportunity. He was appointed last year to search 
through the Government Becords, and to give an 
opinion as to the value of them, nor could the task 
have been placed in better hands. His report on 
them has been pronounced perfectly satisfactory 
by the Madras Government.— Alhettaum, March 
2d. 1801. 

“ The Eeporter has performed his task with so 
much ability, as we said on a previous occasion, 
and has so condensed the voluminous documen¬ 
tary matter submitted to his treatment, that, to 
use a pithy old Scotch proverb, wc have “ great 
gear packed in little bulk,” and can make extracts 
invitingly short. Mr. Wheeler’s toil in wading 
through the Becords abo'. e mentioned, with a view 
to that re-classification of the whole effected by 
him, must have been enormous.— AlAenaum, 
March 12th, 1861. 

“ W’e have been favoured with a copy of Mr. J. 
Talbots Wheeler’s entertaining work, entitled, 
“ Madras in the Olden Time," a history of this 
Presidency .firom its, first foundation to the Go¬ 
vernorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the 
Earl of Chatham. This interesting work, com- 
pilerl from offi’ciiil records in the Government 
Offioe, had already afforded us a good deal of 
amusement, and no little instruction, as it appeared 
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ill n fragmentary state in the Indian Statesinan. lt 
eomprises the annals of our Madras Comnninwealth 
during a‘period hitherto littlii known or studied, 
extending from 1G39 to 1702 : and w'C must con¬ 
fess we did not imagine that old Madras coiilil 
have furnished any thing so interesting. Had the 
prospectus of such n work been set before ns, we 
should have smiled incredulously at the promise 
of entertainment; but we can assiun onr renders 
that a perusal of this tittle history will amply re¬ 
pay • them both with viduablc information and 
amusement. Mr. Wueeleb has eliminated what is 
dWl and commercial, and has thrown a charm over 
the early records of our Presidency by liis easy 
and pleasant style, whilst he has also exhibited bis 
subject in connection with the history of the times 
in a most instructive manner. * 

“ A{gdras has reason to be grateful for the la¬ 
bours of Air. Wueeleb, and ive hope erelong to 
sec a continuation of hi^ researches into times of 
still increasing interest and importance .—Madras 
Observer, March 11th, 1861. 

“ Aladras in the Olden Time,” a compilation 
from the records of Government by Air. J. T. 
Wheeler, has just been published in convenient 
,furm by Air. Higginbotham. The student of 
Indian history wUl find much to interest huu in 
the old llecords for the first'timS disinterred and 
arranged chronologically by Mr. Whbelek, for 
the Indian Statesman, and noj^pkeed before the 
public in a compact volume uy Mr. Higginbo¬ 
tham. The compiler appears to have laboured with 
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srcat zeal and industry, wadiiij!; tlirougli hundieils 
of volmm.s of consultations,” and we think it must 
1)0 admitted by all who penisetl the scvdral chap¬ 
ters as they appeared in the Statemau that the 
permission accorded by the Governfnent to Mr. 
Whrelek has been used very judiciously. So far 
as we are able to judge, we should say that no event 
of any importance in the history of the infant Pre¬ 
sidency has been omitted, whilst the extracts refer¬ 
ring to the quarrels of the Governors with one 
another, with their servants and subjects and with 
the native chiefs from the Naik of Poonamallec to 
tlie great Mogul himself, convey the most vivid 
description of the position, manners and character 
of the first settlers, and of the people by whom 
they were sim'ounded. As to Mr. Wheelek the 
least wc can say of him is that whilst he has fur¬ 
nished the public with some very iuterestijjg and 
amusing reading, he has added a valuable contri¬ 
bution to Indian History,,r-Alra/«i(i«;', March 2d, 
1861. 

“ The whole period about which Mr. Wheeeer 
writes is between 1639 and 1702, corresponding, 
as he remarks, almost exactly with that of Lord 
Macaulay’s History. The materials for the nar¬ 
rative have been collected after an amount of la¬ 
bour, which ijew would voluntarily undertake, from 
the old Government llecords. It was well known 
that, amidst very much that was uninteresting and 
having reference o.vl|y to mercantile transactions, 
much that was valuimle and amusing might be dis¬ 
covered if finy one sufficiently indefatigable would 
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lindertake the work. A lew scraps of yaliiahlo 
matter had been disintencd from among Ihe rub¬ 
bish whiefi surrounded them, but it was left for Mr., 
WnEEi.EB to gather up all these fragments, sepa¬ 
rate them from the worthless material by which they 
are encrusted, and work them into one, continuous 
and readable narrative.”—ilfadnas Crescent, March 
23d, 1861. 

The Ilurkaru writing of Mr. Wheelbk’s work 
says;— 

“ We have to acknowledge the receipt of “ Ma<l- 
riij in the Olden Time,” from 1639 to 1702 a 
seemingly very interesting work, by J. T. Wiiee- 
LEU, Esq. Every page of it into wliich we have 
had time to look contains matter of much interest 
to any settler in the East.” 

‘‘ In conclusion, we may notice the fact two works 
have is^ed from one of the local presses of great 
interest to all who are cojjjiected wdth Madras, and 
of considerable importance to the student of Indian 
History. They arc both written by Mr. J. Tal- 
noYS Wheeleii, the Editor of the Indian States¬ 
man, .and are deservedly spoken of in the highest 
terms in two reviews which we quote elsewhere. 
One is “ Madras in the Olden Time” being a his- 
t«ry of this rrcsidcncy from its first foundation to 
the Governorship of Mr. Thomas Titt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham, that is, from 1639 to 
1702. This Period has been almost ignored by 
Mill, and where alluded to .bj(*i!!?n is in many in- 
stanecs inaccurately treated. As the present 
work is oompiled from the Government Itecords, 
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which were placed at Mr. Wiieelkb’s disposal 
by the Miidras Government, all the facts connected 
with the early histqry of the Presidency have been 
for the first time brought to light in a handy and 
well printed volume. The other work is a Hand- 
Book to the old lleoords of Madras which has 
been prepared for Government. It^cala with the 
same subject of Madras in the Olden Time, but is 
of course more official in style : it is nevertlieless 
highly interesting .”—Ooerland AUteneeum, March 
29th, 1861. 

“ We have now beside us the publication referred 
to, in the form of a “ Hand-Book to the Madras 
llecords,” a pamphlet in boards extending to the 
length of 94 pages, (with Chronological iinnals ex¬ 
tending over 4 0 pages,) and full of most interesting 
matter connected with the past history of our Presi¬ 
dency, which we heartily commend to the notice of 
our readers, as a valuable addition to their libraries. 
They will learn from it ifmch that cyen the most 
studious among them, and those best aeipiainted 
with extant books relative to India, never knew 
before, because he has wisely been permitted to 
open to them sources of information hitherto con¬ 
cealed, and the nature and value of which was 
unknown to the possessors of the treasure so long 
kept under lock and key, in the archieves of Port 
Saint- George, llegarding the excellence of the 
Ilcport, and the amount of labour bestowed on the 
preparation of it, jve need add nothing to what we 
have said already, Bltt we must particularly men¬ 
tion iu addition to the Report, as now printed, of 



441 


4hirty-one pages, which are perhaps more valuable 
for the purposes of reference, although lesifilirectly 
instructive and amusing, than ^le Beport itself, as 
they contain “ Chronological Aimals of the British 
Government at Madras, from the earliest period to 
the present day ; 1631 to 1861.” In those “ An¬ 
nals” Mr. WwiELBK has brought his work down 
to the 8th of March 1861, his record concluding 
with a notice of the late lamented Bishop of Mad¬ 
ras. He has furnished a minute and correct chro¬ 
nological series of past events, not to be found 
elsewhere, which evciw one who wishes to learn 
tbft past history of Madras will do well to con¬ 
sult.—.(ffteawaj, April 13th, 1861. 

“ Madras in the Olden Time ; being a 
history of the Presidency from the first foundation 
to the Governorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfathm- 
of the Jlarl of Chatliam—1689—1702 such is 
the title of a work compiled from official records, 
by J. Talboys WnEEJiiR, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logic, Madras Presidency College. 
The work first appeared as a series of papers in 
one of the ablest of our Indian journals, the In¬ 
dian Statesman. Many of our readers will remem¬ 
ber that a similar work, entitled “ The English in 
Western India,” by the late lamented PhiUip An¬ 
derson, a Chaplain on this Establislunent, appear¬ 
ed as a series of papers in ouT owfr colhmns. The 
two works are the best we have on ‘ the Olden 
time in India.’ They are replctojrith information, 
amusement, and interest. “ ... .. 

We couW give our readers, if our space permitted, 
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man_Y more amusing pictures from the work befou;' 
us. Ws shall, however, wnclude hy supplying 
them with a taileaji vivani of Fort St.' George at 
the end of the seventeenth dentury. “ They will 
hear the gun fired at early morning,—and they will 
see the gradual stir of the inhabitants,—the mea¬ 
sured tramp of the European solder,—the little 
stately peon with his sword and buckler,—the rush 
of noisy and naked coolies,—the appearance of ap¬ 
prentices, writersj factors, and merchants in half- 
Jlindoo costume,—the assembly formoming'pray- 
ers in the little chapel, good master Patrick War¬ 
ner officiating in his gown and bands, and indig¬ 
nant at the smallness of his congregation,—the 
opening of the Factory and jobbering crowd of 
Native traders,—the grand displays of European 
gbods for sale, and packing up of Native Mer¬ 
chandise for export home,— the little schqpl-room 
and long array of little boys and girls,—the order¬ 
ly dinner shortly alter n^on, where all are assem¬ 
bled at the general table from the apprentices to 
the Honorable Governor himself,—the return to 
the labors of the desk and ware-house, until the 
joyous hour of closing has arrived, and the jaded 
Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits with the 
pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other persuits 
which we need not and cannot name. If it is 
Sunday, all would be changed ; for in old times 
English Sundays were rigidly observed as little 
festivals. Then,,Europeans, civilians as well as 
soldiers dropped tlrsir half native attire, mid were 
apparelled in the European fasliiou of the time. 
Then for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 



greater man than the Governor. Then he would 
denounce vice and popery to his heart's content, 
and expound the Scriptures by the light of a theo¬ 
logical learning which was almost general in those 
days when the Church was a living reality, but 
which is fast passing away now. Then the Church 
could boast of literary giants, such as Walton, 
Lightfoot, Stiilingfleet, Beveridge; thousand time- 
liouorcd names. She has few men to boast of 
now .”—Bombay GaieUc, 







